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Vin hoc My khéi dau bang cac truyén thuyét, than thoai, truyén cb va nhiing bai ca truyén
miéng thudc cac nén vin hoa cta dan Da do. Trong hon 500 ngdn ngir va nén vin héa bo lac
khac nhau ctia dan Da dé ton tai & Bac My trude khi nhitng ngudi chau Au dau tién tim dén
da chéng ¢6 dugc modt nén van hoc thanh van nao. Két quala nén van hoc truyén miéng chau
M5 ban dia hét sirc da dang. Nhirng truyén ké cuia cac nén van hoa sin bin sdng gan nhu du
muc cua bg lac Navajo khac han véi cac cau chuyén cua nhiing bo lac n6ng nghiép dinh cu
nhu dan toc Acoma sinh song trong lang; nhing cau chuyén cia cu dén séng ven ho &
phuong Béc nhu Ojibwa vé co ban khac hin cc cau chuyén cia cac bd lac sdng trén sa mac
nhu Hopi.

MOi bo lac c6 tin ngudng riéng ctia minh - tho than thanh, linh vat, cdy c6 hodc nhitng nhan
vat linh thiéng. Hé thong nha nudc bién thién da dang tir hdi dong bé 130 ¢6 tinh chat dan chi
cho dén chinh thé than quyen (hoi dong ting lir gido si). Sy da dang cua cac bd toc nay ciing
anh huong dén vian hoc truyén miéng.

Tuy vy ching ta vAn c6 thé nam dugc mot vai nét khai quat. Chang han nhing cau chuyén
cta nguoi Da do ruc 1€n sy ton tho thién nhién nhu mét ngudi me vira linh thiéng 13n tran
tuc. Thién nhién luén tran day sinh lyc va chit chita nhitng quyén lyc thiéng liéng, nhimg
nhan vat chinh du 1a loai vat hay co cay, thuong 1a nhiing linh vat gén lién v6i mot bo lac,
mdt nhoém ngudi hay mot ca nhan nao d6. Y niém gan giii nhét v6i y niém vé tinh linh thiéng
cua nguoi Da dé trong van hoc My sau nay la khai ni¢ém siéu nghi€ém ctia Ralph Waldo
Emerson “siéu linh hon” trai khip cudc doi.

Nhiing bo lac Mexico stng bai than Quetzalcoatl thiéng liéng, mot vi than cta nguoi Toltecs
va Aztecs, va ¢ nhiéu noi khac ciing c6 mot s6 cau chuyén vé mot vi than linh tdi cao hay
mot nen van hoa nao do. Tuy vay, khong c6 mot hé thdng cac su tich ton gido chuin myc, 1au
dai vé mot dang thiéng liéng t6i cao. Nhirng sy tich tuong duong gan gili nhat véi nhimg cau
chuyén ton gido ciia Cyu thé gidi thuong 1a nhitng chuyén vé thuyét phap va cac chuyén hanh
huong cta cac phap su. Ngoai cac cau chuyén nay con ¢ nhimng cau chuyén vé nhitng nhan
vat dan gian nhu Manabozho cua b lac Ojibwa hay Coyote cua b lac Navajo. Nhiing ké hai
mat nay dugc coi trong hodc khinh miét tuy theo ting cau chuyén. Trong cau chuyén nay ho
hanh dong nhu nhitng anh hung, trong khi ¢ mét truyén khac ho lai ¢6 ve ich ky va ngu Xuan.
Mic dii cac tac gia co tham quyén trong qua khtr, chang han nha tdm 1y hoc Thuy Si Carl
Jung, di xem nhirng ciu chuyén vé nhitng ké lira ddo nay nhu 1a cach miéu ta khia canh thap
hén, vo dao ciia tim thirc con ngudi, nhitng hoc gia dwong thdi - nhidu ngudi trong sb d6 1a
ngudi My Da do - chi ra rang Odysseus va Prometheus, nhimg anh hing Hy Lap dang kinh,
tu ban chat ciing 1a nhiing ké Iira loc.

Nguoi ta ¢ thé tim thdy duoc nhitng vi du ctia hau nhu moi thé loai truyén miéng trong nén
van hoc My Da d06: tho trit tinh, bai ca, huyén thoai, truyén co tich, giai thoai tiéu 1am, than
chu, cau dd, tyc ngi, sir thi va nhimg cau chuyén da str. Truyén vé to tién va nhiing cudc di
dan cling nhu nhimg bai sam truyén hay nhiing bai ca chira bénh va nhimg cau chuyén vé cac
tay hao han thi nhiéu vo ké. Mot vai truyén vé sang tao mudn loai ciing rat phd bién, trong d6



¢ nhiéu bo lac luu truyén cau chuyén vé mot con rua nang dugc ca thé gidi voi nhiéu di ban
khac nhau. Trong di ban ctia nguoi Cheyenne, ddng sang tao, Maheo, c6 bon co hoi dé tao
nén thé gidi tir mot vil try 1am bang nudc. Vi than nay da phai xuéng bon con chim lan xubng
nugc ¢ mang trai dt tir dudi day lén. Ngdng troi, chim lin, vit troi bay vt 1én troi va nhao
xudng lin nhung khong thé xubng t6i day dugc; nhung con chim sam cim nho bé, khong bay
dugc di co thé mang 1én dugc mot it bun & mdém. Chi duy nhit mot tao vat, Rua Ba tim
thuong, 13 hinh dang thich hop dé mang thé gii bun 1ay ma Maheo tao dung trén lung ctia n6
- tr d6 ngudi Da do goi chau My 1a Pao Rua.

Nhiing bai hat hoic tho ca, cling nhu nhiing truyén ké bét dau tir thé tai linh thiéng dén nhiing
loai nhe nhang, hai hudc: d6 1a nhitng 10i ru, nhitng bai ca chién tran, nhitng ban tinh ca, va
nhitng khuc hat dac biét trong nhitng tro choi cua tré con, danh bai, cho du thir cong viéc, cho
nhirng nghi 1& ma thuét hay nhay muaa. Nhin chung nhitng khtic ca niy thudng duoc lip di lip
lai. Nhitng bai hat nén tho ngén ngui hién ra trong mo doi luc ¢6 nhitng hinh tuong rd rang va
tinh cam tinh té rat gén v6i tho haiku ctia Nhat hodc loai tho ca hinh tuwong chiu anh hudéng
phuong Dong. Mot bai ca cua ngudi Chippewa nhu sau:

To1i nghi do la mot con chim lan
Nhung lai la

Mai cheo khua nuéc

Cua tinh toi.

Nhiing bai hat thudc loai tién tri thudng rit ngan, duoc thé hién bang hinh thirc khac han.
Xuat hién trong gidc mo hay giira nhiing 4o anh, d6i khi khong duoc bao trude, ching co thé
1a nhiing bai hat ding trong chita bénh, khi san bén hay vé tinh yéu. Chiing thudng mang dam
dau 4n ca nhan, nhu trong bai hat nay ciia ngudi Madoc: Toi 1a bai ca trong khi dang budc.
Truyén théng vin hoc truyén miéng cia nguoi Da do va mdi quan hé cia né véi vin hoc My
nhin chung 13 mot trong nhimg dé tai phong ph nhat va it dugc nghién ctru nhét trong nhiing
nghién ctru vé& nude My. Sy dong gop ciia ngudi Da dé cho nude My con 16n hon nhimg gi
ma ngudi ta biét. Hang tram tir thong dung cua ngdn ngir Anh My 13 bét ngudn tir thd dén Da
do: “canoe” (cand), “tobacco” (thudc 13), “potato” (khoai tay), “moccasin” (gidy da dé
phang), “moose” (nai sfmg tam), © ‘persimmon” (cay hong), “racoon” (gau tric Nam M¥),
“tomahawk” (céi riu) va “totem” (vt t0).

VAN HOQC CUA THOI KY KHAI PHA

Néu lich sir r& sang mot hudng khac, Hiép chung qudc Hoa Ky rat c6 thé da dé dang bién
thanh mot lanh tho hai ngoai ciia Phap hay Tay Ban Nha. Cu dan hién tai cia n6 c6 thé néi
tiéng TAy Ban Nha va cting voi Mexico tao thanh mot qudc gia, hodc sir dung tiéng Phap két
hop v6i Quebec va Montreal tro thanh ngudi Canada. Tuy nhién nhitg nha tham hiém chau
My sém nhit khong phai 12 ngudi Anh, ngudi Tdy Ban Nha hay ngudi Phép.

Vin ban vé cudc chinh phuc chau My d?lu tién ma chau Au ghi lai dugc 1a bang ngdn ngi
Scandinavia, cudn Vinland Saga bang tleng Na Uy c6 ké lai cudc phiéu luu cua Leif Ericson
va mot nhom ngudi Na Uy ¢6 dinh cur ngén ngui dau do trén bo bién Pong Bic chau My - ¢6
1& 12 Nova Scotia & Canada - vao thap nién dau cta thé ky 11, gan 400 nam trude viéc kham
pha tiép theo Tan thé gidi con dugc ghi chép ¢ chau Au.

Tuy nhién, cudc tlep xuc dau tién duoc b1et den va con duy tri gitra chau My va phan con lai
ctia thé giGi bat dau bang cudc du hanh ndi tiéng ctia mot nha tham hiém nguoi Y,
Christopher Columbus, dugc Hoang dé Ferdinand va Hoang héu Isabella ciia Tay Ban Nha



tai trg. Nhat ky cua Columbus trong tap “Thu tor") ctia minh, in ndm 1493, ké lai tham kich
ctia chuyén du hanh - ddm ngudi hoang loan, s¢ nhiing con thity quai va nghi rang ho s& roi
khoi ria trai dat'®, cude ndi loan suyt xay ra; viéc Columbus gia mao nhat ky hai hanh dé thuy
thi khong thé biét dugc ho da di xa hon nhitng nguoi di truée bao nhiéu; va canh lan dau tién
nhin thiy dai dit lién khi ho dén gan chau My.

Bartolomé de las Casas la nguén tu liéu phong phu nhit vé cudc tiép xtc dau tién gitta nguoi
Da d6 chau My va nguoi chau Au. Véi tu cach 1a mot gido si tre, 6ng ta da giap chinh phuc
dugc Cuba. Ong di chép lai nhat ky ctia Columbus, va vé sau da viét cuén History of the
Indians (Lich sir ciia nguoi Da d6) that do so va sinh dong, phé phan viéc nguoi Ty Ban Nha
bét ngudi Da do6 lam nd 1é.

Nhiing toan tinh dau tién ctia ngudi Anh bién chau My thanh thudc dia that sy 1a nhiing tai
hoa. Thudc dia dau tién dugc thanh 1ap nam 1585 & Roanoke, ngoai khoi bang Bic Carolina;
sau d6 tat ca nhitng nguoi 1ap thudc dia ¢ day da bién mat, va cho dén nay nguoi ta van ké
nhiéu huyén thoai vé ngudi Da d6 -Croatan mét xanh trong ving. Thudc dia thir hai bén viing
hon: Jamestown, thiét lap ndm 1607. N6 chiu dung dugc doi khat, bao nguoc va roi ren. Tuy
nhién, van hoc thoi ky nay da t6 v& cho nu6c My nhiing mau sdc ryc 1o nhu la mot vung dat
gidu c6 va day hta hen. Nhitng chuyén ké vé cong cudc thudc dia hoa da noi danh khap thé
gidi. Cudc tham hiém ciia Roanoke duoc Thomas Hariot ghi lai cin k& trong cubn A Brief
and True Report of the New - Found Land of Virginia (M0t bao c4do ngan va chan that vé
vung dat moi tim thdy thudc Virginia - 1588). Cudn sach cta Hariot duoc nhanh chong dich
ra tiéng Latin, tiéng Phap va tiéng Dtic; ndi dung va hinh anh dugc lam thanh ban khic va
duoc tai ban rong rai su6t hon 200 nam.

Tuy véy chinh cac bai viét ciia thuyén truong John Smith, mot trong nhitng nha lanh dao cua
thudc dia 1a nhitng ghi chép chu yéu vé thudc dia Jamestown, lai nguoc han vé&i ban tuong
trinh rat khoa hoc, chinh xac ciia Hariot. Smith 1a mot nguoi cuc ky lang man, hinh nhu ong
ta dd théu dét thém cho nhiing chuyén mao hiém cua minh. Nho 6ng ma chung ta méi biét
dugc cau chuyén ndi tiéng ké vé Pocahontas - mot ngudi con gai Da do. Du 1a co that hay hu
ciu, cau chuyén nay da cam ré sdu vao stic tudng tugng cb tinh cach lich sir cia My. Cau
chuyén ké lai rang Pocahontas, con gai cung cta tu truong Powhatan, da ciru sdng thuyén
truong Smith - mot ti nhan ciia ti truong. Sau ndy, khi nhitng nguoi Anh thuyét phuc
Powhatan trao Pocahontas cho ho 1am con tin, thi nét diu dang, 6c thong minh va vé dep cua
nang da gay 4n tuong sau dam cho ngudi Anh. Vao nam 1614, nang lay John Rolfe - mét nha
quy toc ngudi Anh c6 thé lyc. Cudc hon nhan dem lai hoa binh trong khoang tam nam giira
nhitng nguoi thiét 1ap thudce dia va nguoi Da do, dam bao su sdng con cia thude dia méi...

Vao thé ky 17, hai tic, nhitng ké phiéu luu va cac nha tham hiém m¢ duong cho mot lan song
thir hai cho nhiing nguoi di 1ap thudce dia, cho phép ho mang theo v¢ con, dung cy lam nong
nghiép va thu cong. Nén vin hoc non tré cua thoi khai pha chi yéu 1a nhat ky, thu tir, ghi
chép hanh trinh, nhat ky hai hanh va nhiing bao cao tuong trinh gui cac nha tai trg cac bac
vua chtia & chau Au hodc cac cong ty ¢ phan & Anh va Ha Lan v6n c6 xu hudng trong
thuong. Nhiing ghi chép nay ting budce nhuong chd cho nhiéu ban bao céo cua cac thue dia
da on dinh. Bai vi Anh qudc rét cude chlem hét nhimg thudc dia Bic My, nén vin hoc thudc
dia pho bién nhét va dugc dua vao tuyen tap nhiéu nhét 1 van hoc Anh. Khi van hoc cua
ngudi My Da d6 tiép tuc né rd vao thé ky 20 va doi sdng My tré nén ngay cang da vin hoa
hon, cac hoc gia c¢6 xu hudng tré lai khdm pha tam quan trong cua di san chung tdc pha tron

' Nguyén vin Epistola (tleng Tay Ban Nha) c6 nghia la thu tur.
? Thoi d6 nguoi ta tin rang trai dit co hinh cai dia.



cua dai luc dia nay. Mic dau gid ddy cau chuyén van hoc chu yéu 1a ctia nguoi Anh, ’diéu
quan trong la phai cong nhén nhiing giai doan khoi dau phong phi mang tinh quoc te.

THOI KY THUOC BIA O NEW ENGLAND

C6 thé néi, khong mot nhém ngudi di tim thudc dia nao trong lich sir thé gici lai dat dén trinh
do tri thirc cao nhu nhiing nguoi Thanh giao. Khoang gitra 1630 dén 1690, & phén bong Bic
Hoa Ky, duoc goi 1a New England, dé c6 s6 nguoi t6t nghiép dai hoc nhiéu bang v6i Mau
qudc - mot dir kién gdy ngac nhién vi nguoi ta van cho rang hau hét nhitng ngudi c¢6 hoc van
thoi d6 von xuét than tir quy toc chang dai gi liéu mang séng trong moi trudng hoang da.
Nhiing nguoi Thanh gido tu 1ap va thuong la tu hoc 1a nhitng ngoai 1¢ dang cht y. Ho khao
khat tri thire dé ¢ thé hiéu va thuc thi dwoc ¥ mudn Thuong dé trong khi ho thiét 1ap nhiing
khu dinh cu khap New England.

Thanh gio dinh nghia mot 16i viét hay 14 161 viét ¢6 thé giup con nguoi nhan thire day di vé
su quan trong ctia viéc tho phung Chiia va nhimng hiém nguy tdm linh ma linh hon phai ddi
mat trén tran thé. Sy thé hién cua vin chuong Thanh gido rat da dang - tir nhitng bai tho siéu
hinh phtre tap, cho dén nhitng ghi chép trong cudc sdng théng thuong va lich st ton gido
mang tinh chat cau né va ap dit. Bat luan phong cach thé loai gi, nhung mét s cha dé van
khong doi. Cude séng duge xem la cudc thir thach; that bai s& dan dén hoa nguc va an phat
doi doi, thanh cong mang dén niém phiic lac Thién dang. Thé gian nay 1a chién truong cia
cudc chién muédn thud gitta nhitng thé luc cua Thugng dé va thé luc cua Satan, mot ké thu
dang so thién bién van hoa. Nhiéu tin hitu Thanh gido nao nirc trong chd cai “Thién nién ky”
Chiia Jesus sé trd lai tran thé, dat ddu chdm hét cho su khé dau cua loai nguoi va khaoi dau
modt ngan nam hoa binh thinh vugng.

Tir 1au cac hoc gia di chi ra mdi lién két giita Thanh gido va chu nghia Tu ban: ca hai déu dat
nén tang trén tham vong, can cl va sy phén dau khéng mét moi dé dat dén thanh cong. Mac
du mdi mot tin d6 Thanh gido khong thé biét dwgc, néi theo thuat ngit Than hoc nghiém tic,
minh c6 dugc “ctru 6i” va c6 dugc ¢ trong s6 nhitng ngudi dugc chon vao Thién dang hay
khong, ho ¢6 khuynh huong nghi rang nhitng thanh céng & tran thé 1a mot trong nhiing diéu
kién cua su tuyén chon d6. Ho tim kiém giau sang va dia vi khong chi vi can c6 ching ma
con boi vi ching duge xem nhu nhiing bao dam cho sy lanh manh tdm linh va nhiing hira hen
vé mot cude séng vinh ctru.

Hon nita, chinh quan niém vé mot su ¢6 gang hét minh di khich 1& thanh cong. Tin d6 Thanh
giao ly giai tét ca moi diéu, moi bién ¢ nhu nhitng biéu twong véi ¥ nghia tdm linh sau sdc,
va cam thiy rang trong khi ¢ gang lam gidu cho minh va cho cong ddng, ho cung thyce thi t6t
hon nhimg ¥ muén cua Thuong dé. Ho da khong phén dinh ranh gi6i gitra thé gioi tran tuc va
ton gido: ca cudc doi la sy dién dat y mudn than linh 6 mot niém tin vé sau lai xuét hién trong
triét hoc Siéu nghiém.

Khi ghi lai nhitng bién c6 doi thudng dé boc bach ¥ nghia tdm linh, cac tic gia Thanh gido
thuong trich dan Kinh thanh. Lich st dugc hinh dung 1a mot toan canh toén gido mang tinh
biéu tugng dan dén su toan thang cta Thanh gido va vuong quoc cua Thuong dé trén tran
gian.

Nhing nguoi thuc dan Thanh giao dau tién dinh cu & New England d3 néu guong cho su
nghiém tic cta Thién Chua gido cai cach. Puoc ménh danh 1 “Nhiing ké Pilgrim”, ho gdm
mdt nhom nho cac tin d6 di cu tir Anh dén Ha Lan - hoi 4y Ha Lan ndi tiéng vi sy dé dai voi
t6n gido cia minh - vao ndm 1608, trong thoi ky khing bd tén gido.



Nhu hau hét nhitng nguoi Thanh gi4o, nhiing tin d6 Thién Chua & Anh va Ha Lan 1y giai
Kinh thanh theo nghia den. Hg doc va hanh dong theo Second Book of Corinthians (Téap thu
thir hai guri tin hitu thanh Corinth ctia Thanh tong do Paul) -“Nguoi hay tach ra khoi ho va ly
cach nguoi, 16i ciia Chua”. Khong con hy vong thanh tay duge Gido hoi Anh gi4o tir trong
ndi bo, “Nhitng ngudi ly khai” da thanh 1ap nhitng gido hoi “giao wdc” bi mat thé nguyen
trung thanh vo1 hoi nhom thay vi voi vua. Bi xem la nhing nguo1 phan boi hoang dé ciing
nhu la nhimg ké phan dao budc phai xudng hoa nguc, ho thuong bi dan ap. Cudi cung sy ly

khai di dwa ho dén Tan thé gidi.
William Bradford (1590 - 1657)

Ong duoc bau lam Théng dbc Plymouth ¢ thudc dia ving vinh Massachusetts ngay sau khi
nhiing nguoi Ly gido dén. Ong 1a nguoi cyc ky sung dao, c6 tinh than tu hoc, biét nhiéu thir
tiéng, ké ca tleng Do Thai cd, chi dé “tan mat nhin thdy sam truyén ciia Thugng Dé trong ve
dep nguyén so”. Cudc di cu sang Ha Lan, roi cudc hanh trinh trén con tau Mayflower dén
Plymouth; ciing nhu nhitng bon phan cua éng véi cuong vi thdng ddc di khién éng tré thanh
su gia dau tién cua thudc dia nay mot cach that thich hop. Cudn st ciia ong, Of Plymouth
Plantation (Pdn dién Plymouth - 1651) 1a mot ban tuong trinh 1 rang va mach lac vé thud
ban dau ctia thudc dia. Nhiing trang ong ghi lai 4n tuong ban dau ciia minh khi nhin thay chau
M rat ndi tiéng:

Thé la vuot qua dai dicong mudn trimg, va vé van nhitng bat trdc... gio ddy ho chdng c6
ban bé chao don, chang cé mot quan tro dé nghi ngoi va phuc hoéi nhitng than xdc bi song
gio ddp viii; khong cira nha hay phé xd dé dao choi hay dé tim sy an ii... chi ¢é nhitng ké
man ro... vé nhw san sang trut len ho cung tén hon la thir gi khac. Va bay gio la mua
déng, ho biét rang mia déng ¢ ddy con khdc nghiét va dit déi hon nhiéu va phai chiu
dung nhitng con bao hung han va tan dc... tat ca déu mang mét khudn mdt swong gio, va
khdp noi la rieng rdm, biéu hién mét sac mau hoang da so khai.

Bradford cling ghi lai tu liéu du tién viéc tu quan thudc dia 6 Tan thé gioi, “Hi¢p ude
Mayflower” dugc 1dp ra ngay khi nhiing nguoi hanh huong con & trén con tau. Hiép udc 1a
mot ban nhap cho mot ban Tuyén ngon doc 1ap xuat hi€n mot the ky rudi sau.

Tin d6 Thanh gido khong tan thanh nhimng tha vui tran tuc nhu khiéu vii va bai bac ma ho cho
rang ludn di kém voi dam quy toc vo dao va cach sdng vo luan. Poc va viét nhing loai “nhe
nhang” ciing bi xép vao pham tri ndy. Tri 6c ngudi Thanh gido luén don hét moi nang luong
vao nhiing thé loai phi tiéu thuyét va ton gido: thi ca, thuyét giang, than hoc va lich str. Nhat
ky va suy nghiém riéng tu ciia ho ghi lai cudc song ndi tim phong phii ciia nhimg con nguoi
sdu sic hudng noi nay.

Anne Bradstreet (Khodng 1612 - 1672)

Tap tho dau tién ciing 1 cudn sach dau tién & My la ctia mot phu nit - ba Anne Bradstreet.
Ciing ching c6 gi phai ngac nhién khi cudn sach nay duoc xuit ban & Anh, hin nhién trong
nhing ndm thang so khai, cac thudc dia dau tién & chau My thiéu co s& in an. Sinh trudng va
duoc hoc tdp & Anh, Anne Bradstreet 1a con gai cua mot vién quan ly dién trang ctia mot
Nam tude. Ba di cu ciing véi gia dinh ndm 18 tudi. Chong ba la Théng ddc thude dia Vinh
Massachusetts, sau ndy tr6 thanh thanh phé Boston. Ba thich nhiing bai tho dai cia minh vé
t6n gido theo nhitng dé tai udc 18 nhu 4 mua, nhung doc gia duong thoi thich nhat nhitng bai
tho thong minh giau chat tri tug vé nhing dé tai trong cudc song hang ngay va nhimg bai tho
tran day tinh yéu thuong ndng nan ba danh cho chong con. Tho ca siéu hinh Anh d3 tao cho



ba ngudn cam himg va cudn The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America (Nang tho thiv
mueoi xudt hién mugn mang & My) cia ba (1650) cho thiy anh huong ciia Edmund Spencer,
Philip Sidney ciing nhu cdc nha tho Anh khac. Ba thuong str dung nhimg cau tho di dom cau
ky va nhiing an du co phan cuong di¢u. Bai tho To my Dear and Loving Husband (Gui nguoi
chong thirong yéu, quy mén ciia t6i -1650) dung nhimg hinh tuong phuong Pong, dé tai tinh
y€u va mot thu phap so sanh phé bién & chau Au thoi d6, nhung ba di khoac cho chiing mot y
nghia t6n gido & doan cubi.

Néu c6 bao gio hai nguwoi la mét, thi chic sé la doi ta

Néu c6 bao gio nguoi chong dwoc vo yéu thwong, thi ddy la anh
Néu ¢6 bao gio nguoi vo hanh phic voi ban doi

Hay so sanh véi em, nhitng nguwdi phu nit ciia anh, néu dwoc
Tinh yéu cua anh quy hon ca mo vang mé bac

Hon tat ca chdu bau ¢ 'phwong Dong

Tinh yéu cia em la diéu ma moi dong song khong thé nhdn chim
Cing chang gi bui dap dwoc, ngoai triv tam tinh anh

Tinh yéu cua anh la diéu em khéng thé dén dap dwoc

Em cdu troi cao ban phuoc lanh cho anh van boi

Pé trong cudc doi nay tinh yéu luén ¢ lai

Va cd khi ta khéng ton tai nita, ta van song bén nhau dén mudn doi.

Edward Taylor (Khodng 1644 - 1729)

Ciing nhu Anne Bradstreet, va han nhién, nhu tat ca nhing tac gia du tién cia New England,
nha tho myc su nang nd, tai hoa, Edward Taylor sinh & Anh. La con trai cua mot tiéu nong -
mdt ndng dan doc 1ap sé hitu rudng dat riéng - Taylor, mot thiy gido tha di cu dén New
England vao niam 1668 con hon 1a giit 16i thé trung thanh véi Gido hoi Anh Gigo. Ong hoc &
dai hoc Harvard. Nhu hau hét cac muc su duoc dao tao & Harvard, ong biét tiéng Hy Lap,
Latin va Do Thai c6. La mot nguoi vi tha va sung dao, Taylor da hoat ddng nhu mot nha
truyén gido gitta dam dan dinh cu khi 6ng chip nhén st ménh muc su tron doi & thi trin bién
gidi Westfield, Massachusetts, di sdu vao vung rimg ram hoang vu dén 160km nira. Taylor 1a
ngudi co hoc nhét trong ving, va ong di sir dung kién thirc ciia minh mét cach hiru ich véi
cuong vi mot muc su, mot bac si va mét nha lanh dao thi tran.

Khiém t6n, sting dao va 1am viéc hét minh, Taylor chua bao gio xudt ban tho minh. Tho ong
chi dugc phat hién vao thép nién 30 thé ky 20. Chéc chin, 6ng di thay s kham pha ra tac
pham cua minh nhu 14 diéu thuan theo ¥ Chua. Con ddc gia ngay nay rat cam on vi da co
dugc nhitng bai tho ctia 6ng -nhing bai tho hay nhét cta thi ca thé ky 17 & Bic My.

Sang tac cua Taylor that phong phu: diéu van trong 18 tang, khic bi ca, mot cude “ban luan”
trung c, va mot cuon sach day 500 trang Metrical History of Christianity (chu yéu 1a mot

cudn st vé nhitng vi thanh tir vi dao). Nhirng tac phdm hay nhit cuia 6ng, theo cic nha phé
binh ngay nay, 1a hang loat nhiing chiém nghi¢m.

Michael Wigglesworth (1631 - 1705)

Michael Wigglesworth, mot muc su Thanh gido ciing giéng nhu Taylor, sinh truéng & Anh
va duogc dao tao & Harvard, hanh nghé y, la nha tho ndi bat thtr ba cua thudc dia New
England. Ong tiép tuc nhimg chu dé Thanh giio trong tac pham ndi tiéng nhit ciia minh: The
Day Of Doom (Ngay tan thé - 1662). Mot truyén tho dai thudng roi vao thé loai vé nham



chan, tinh pho cap dang s¢ nay cua chu thuyét Calvin® 1a bai tho phd bién Qhé.t cua thoi
thugc dia. Tac pham ban chay nhat dau tién & My nay 1a hinh anh dang so vé hinh phat dia
nguc dugc lam theo thé tho ballad.

D6 1a mot thir thi ca khung khiép - nhung lai dwoc moi ngudi yéu thich. N6 gan két su quyén
ril cia mot cdu chuyén kinh di véi quyén luc cta John Calvin. Trong hon hai thé ky, ngudi ta
thudc 1ong tac phdm dai hoi va ring ron vé ndi kinh hoang ton gido nay. Tré con tu hao ngdm
nga no, ngudi 10n trich dan no trong giao tiép hang ngay. Tir nhitng hinh phat khung khiép
trong bai tho nay dén vét thuong dang so tu gdy cho minh ciia vi muc su Thanh gido toi 16i -
Arthur Dimmesdale, trong The Scarlet Letter (Cht A mau do6 - 1850) cta Nathaniel
Hawthorne hay dén vién thuyén truong Ahab tat nguyén cia Herman Melville, mot Faus
cia New England ma vi sy kiém tim tri thirc bi ngén cAm ciia minh d3 lam dam con tau nhan
ban My trong Moby-Dick (Ca voi trang - 1851) ciing chang phai mot budc nhay xa x0i gi
(Moby-Dick la cudn tiéu thuyet yéu thich ctia William Faukner, nha van cua thé ky 20, tac gia
cua nhiing cudn tiéu thuyét sau sac ¢o suc chan dong dir doi du béo rang céi nhin siéu hinh,
tam tdi ciia nuéc My Tin lanh van 14n quét dau day).

(@

Nhu hau hét nén van hoc thudc dia, nhirng bai tho cua New England budi dau da bét chude
hinh thirc va ky thuat cia Mau qudc, di niém say mé ton gido va su anh huong Kinh thanh
sau dam, cling nhu bdi canh mdi, tao cho van hoc New England mot dién mao dic biét.
Nhiing tac gia ctia Tan thé gidi bi o 1ap lai sdng trong thoi ky trude khi ¢ su xuat hién cia
nhitng phuong tién van chuyén va truyén thong dién tir nhanh chong. Két qua 1a nhiing tac
gia thudc dia da bat chude mot 16i viét da 11 thoi 6 nuée Anh: Edward Taylor, nha tho My
hay nhét vao thoi 6ng da viét tho siéu hinh sau khi thé loai tho nay tro thanh 138i thoi & Anh.
Tuy vay, ciing c6 nhimng tac pham co gia tri, thé hién ca tinh sang tao ndi bat vuot khoi su ¢o
1ap cua thudc dia.

Nhiing tac gia thudc dja dudng nhu khong biét dén nhitng tac gia Anh tén tudi nhu Ben
Johnson. Vai ngudi con chdi bé cac thi si Anh thudc trudng phai khac, do d6 da tach minh
khéi nhitng khudén miu lang man va kich tinh thuan tiy nhit ma tiéng Anh da san sinh duoc.
Mot nguyén nhan nita khién nhiéu nha vin thudc dia khong c6 di thong tin 1a do thiéu sach.

Khudn mau vi dai cho cach viét, niém tin va cach séng lai 1a Kinh thanh, ma ban dich tiéng
Anh duoc chuan y, thi d 13i thoi ngay khi vira xuét ban. Tudi cua Kinh thanh con gia ¢di hon
ca nha tho La M4, chi diéu do6 thoi da 1am cho Kinh thanh tré nén ¢6 quyén lyc hon dudi mat
nhiing nguoi Thanh gido.

Nhimng ngudi Thanh gido & New England bam vao céc truyén thuyét vé dan Do Thai trong
Cuu Udc, tin r?mg ho, cling nhu nhiing ngudi Do Thai, bi ngugce dai vi niém tin ctia minh,
réng ho biét duge mot Thuong dé that su, va réng ho 1a nhiing nguoi dugce chon dé thiét 1ap
Jerusalem m&i - mot Thién dang & tran gian. Ngudi Thanh gido ciing ¥ thire duge sy twong
déng giita ho va ngudi Do Thai ¢b trong Cuu Udc. Moses di dan dit dan Israel ra khoi vong
kiém gitr cua nguoi Ai Cap, voi sy gitp d cua Thuong dé dung phép mau tach Bién Do dé
c6 thé dat doan nguoi thoat, va cudi ciing nhan duoc bo luat thiéng liéng dudi hinh thirc
Mudi diéu ran. Tuong tu Moses, nhitng ngudi lanh dao Thanh gido cam thdy minh dang ctru

? Calvin: John Calvin (1509-1564), nha lanh tu ci cach dao Tin lanh, nguoi Phéap, chi thuyét do ong khoi
xudng va cac hoc tro ctia ong noi theo dwoc goi 1a chi nghia Calvin (Calvinism) c¢6 anh huéng rat 16n trong doi
sdng van hoa va ton gido & cac nude phuong Tay.

* Faust: tén nhan vt chinh trong tac phdm cing tén ciia Goeth - thi si vi dai ngudi Dirc.



dan ra khoi su suy ddi tm linh & Anh, vuot qua bién dit mot cach ky diéu v6i su hd trg cia
Thuong dé, va tao 1ap nhiing luat I¢ va hinh thtrc chinh quyén mdéi theo y Chua.

Nhimng manh dat thudc dia co khuynh huéng hoai cd, va New England chic han khong phai
la ngoai 1&. Nhitng nguoi Thanh gido & New England né c6 1a do cach chon lya, niém tin va
tinh canh cua ho.

Samuel Sewall (1652 - 1730)

Dé doc hon loai tho ca d@m mau sdc ton gido day nhiing trich din Kinh thanh la nhirng bai
viét vé lich str va thé tuc, ké lai nhitng su kién c6 that, sir dung nhirng tinh tiét song dong. Tac
pham Journal (Nhét ky - 1790) cua Théng dbc John Winthrop cung cap thong tin dang tin cay
vé nhimng ngay dau ctia Thudc dia Vinh Massachusetts va 1y thuyét chinh tri Thanh gido.

Tac pham Diary (Nhat ky) cia Samuel Sewall, ghi lai nhiitng sy kién tir nim 1674 dén 1729,
rat séng dong va dan than. Sewall thich hop v&i phong cach ciia nhiing tac gia New England
budi dau ma ching ta gap ¢ Bradford va Taylor. Sinh & Anh, Sewall dugc dua sang thu¢c dia
tir lac con nho. Ong cu ngu & ving Boston, noi éng tdt nghiép Harvard, va tao duoc su
nghiép trong lanh vuc luat, hanh chinh va ton gido.

Nh¢ sinh sau d¢ mudn, Sewall may man duoc ching kién sy thay doi tir doi séng ton gido
khic kho budi dau cta tin @6 Thanh gido dén sau nay, budc sang thoi ky dan Bic My budn
ban thinh vugng hon ¢ nhiing thudc dia New England. Nhat ky ctia 6ng, thuong dugc so sanh
v6i nhat ky ctia mot ngudi Anh cung thoi - Samuel Pepys - cling ngau nhién ghi lai giai doan
giao thoi.

Gidng nhat ky ciia Pepys, nhat ky cta Sewall ciing ghi chép ti mi vé doi song thuong nhat
ctia 6ng, phan anh nhimg mdi ban tim cta 6ng vé cach sdng thanh thién va tot dep. Ong ké
lai nhitng chuyén nho nho nhu mua keo ting mot phu nir ma 6ng yéu, cudc tranh luan gitta ho
vé viéc dng c6 nén c6 phong cach quy toc va sébng phu phiém nhu mang toc gia va di xe sang
trong hay khong...

Mary Rowlandson (Khoding 1635 dén khoding 1678)

La vg ctia mdt luat su, ba la nguoi viét van xudi dau tién gay dugc sy chu y. Ba da ké lai mot
cach rd rang, cam dong mudi mot tuan bi nguodi Da do bat giit trong mot cude tan sat ngudi
Da d6 nam 1676. Cudn sach, c6 nhién da thém dau vao ngon Itra tinh than chong ddi ngudi
Da d6, nhu trong cudn The Redeemed Captive (Tt binh duoc chudc mang 1707) ctia John
William mo ta hai ndm bij ngudi Phap va nguoi Da d6 bat giam sau mot cudc tham sat.
Nhirng tac pham do phu nit sang tac thudng 1a nhitng cau chuyén ké vé doi sdng gia dinh. C6
thé cho rang vian chuong phai nir hudng loi thé tir thé gidi hién thyc 4m cing cua gia dinh va
su tinh té do kinh nghiém sdng; chic chin nhimg tac pham nhu cudn Journal (Nhat ky) rat
sinh dong cuia Sarah Kemble Knight (xuit ban nim 1825 sau khi ba mét) ké vé chuyén di don
doc gan da nam 1704 tir Boston dén New York va tro vé da thoat ra khoi su réi rim mau mé
ctia 161 viét mang phong cach Thanh gido.

Cotton Mather (1663 - 1728)
Khéng mét bién khao nao vé vin hoc thudc dia New England duogc goi la déy dt ma khong

nhic dén nha giao mau muc Cotton Mather. La thé hé thir ba trong bdn thé hé cua dong ho
Mather ¢ Vinh Massachusetts, ong vi€t that ti mi vé New England trong hon 500 cudn sach



16n va nho. Cudn ong viét vao nam 1702 Magnalia Christi Americana (Ecclesiastical History
of New England -Lich sir Giao hdi Co doc & New England) 1a tac pham thanh cong nhat cua
6ng, mot cudn bién nién su toan dién Ve cong cudc dinh cu & New England thong qua mét.
loat tiéu str. Cudn sach vi dai nay ké vé nhimg cudc chinh phuc thiéng liéng vao nhiing mién
dat hoang da cua tin dd Thanh giao dé thlet 14p nén mot dit nudce cia Chia Troi. Cudn sach
duoc cau tric tir mot chudi chuyén ké vé cudc doi cua céc vi thanh M7 tiéu biéu.

Nhiét tim ciia ong da bu d¢ap mot phan nao sy khoa trwong trong van chuong cta ong: “Toi
viet vé nhiing nhi€ém mau ctia dao Thién Chua, bay di tr nhitng tudc doat ¢ chau Au d€ dén
bén bo dai duong chau My”.

Roger Williams (khodng 1603 - 1683)

Sudt tir thé ky 17 kéo sang thé ky 18, chii nghia gido diéu di timg budc suy tan, mic cho
nhiing c¢b gang dir doi va that thuong ciia ngudi Thanh gido nham can tré tinh than khoan
dung ton gido. Muc su Roger Williams d4 phai dau khd vi quan diém riéng ctia minh vé ton
gi4o. La con trai mot nguoi thg may sinh trudng & Anh, ong bi truc xuat khoi Massachusetts
giita mua dong khic nghiét & New England nam 1635. Dugc Thong dbc bang Massachusetts
John Winthrop bi mat giup d&, ong di séng sot trong cudc sdng chung véi ngudi Da do. Vao
nam 1636, 6ng lap mot thude dia médi & Rhode Island, chao don ngudi dan thudc moi ton
gido.

Du 1a mét ngudi hoc van cao da t6t nghiép dai hoc Cambridge (Anh quc), Roger Williams
c¢6 niém cam thong sau xa véi ngudi lao dong va voi ca nhitng ngudi ¢ quan diém trai
ngugc. Tu tudng cua ong_ da di trudce thoi dai. Ong sém nhan ra mit tra1 cua chu nghia aé
quoc, duy tri quan diém rang nhimg vi vua chtia chau Au khéng c6 quyén ban phat dét dai boi
vi dat My thudc vé nguoi Da do. Williams ciing tin tudng vao su phan lap gitra gido hoi va
nha nugc, cho dén nay vin con 1a mot nguyén tic co ban & My. Ong cho r::ing Toa an khong
co quyen tring phat nguoi dan vi ly do ton gido - mét quan diém lam suy yéu ché do than
quyén New England. La nguoi tin tuéng vao quyen binh dang va dan chu, ong la ngudi ban
trung thanh ctia dan Da do. Williams viét nhiéu sach, trong d6 c6 mot cubn day hoi thoai
bang ngdn ngit ngudi Da d0: 4 Key Into the Languages of America (Chiéc chia khoa budce
vao kho tang ngén ngir ¢ chdu My -1643). Cubn sach ciing 1a mot cong trinh dan toc hoc phoi
thai, dua ra nhitng mo ta sic nét vé doi song cia nguoi Da do trong thoi gian 6ng song vai
cac bo lac Da d6. Mdi chuong danh cho mét chu dé - vi dy, 4m thuc va bira an. Nhiing tir va
nhom tir cia ngudi Da do vé cac dé tai nay dugc pha tron voi nhimg 101 binh, giai thoai va
mot bai tho két luan. Pay 1a bai tho két ciia chuong dau tién:

Néu nhirng chau con cua Ty nhién
Du so khai hay dd song vin minh
Déu lich thiép va giau 1ong nhén &i
Thi tai sao chinh nhiing dua con Ngai
Lai can song trong tinh dong loai

Trong mot chuong vé nhimng tir ngir thudc linh vuc vui choi giai tri, 6ng binh luan rang “c
mot sy that la Iung 1a nguoi ta thuong tim dugce sy nghi ngoi va giai tri ty do ¢ nhiing nguoi
ban khai hon 1a ¢ gitra nhitng ngudi tu cho minh 1a ngudi Thién Chua gido™.

Cudc doi cua Williams day nhitng ngau hing doc dao. Trong mot chuyen V1eng tham nudc
Anh vao thoi gian & ddy dién ra cudc ndi chién dam mau, ong da heu ca mang sdng ctia minh
trong céi lanh khing khiép & New England d¢é té chtic viéc cung cap chat ddt cho nhing



nguoi ngheo ¢ London trong mua dong, sau khi ngudn cung cap than cua ho di bi cat dut.
Ong ciing da viét nhitng 16i bao chita sdng dong cho sy khoan dung ton gido, khong nhiing
chi cho nhiing nguoi thudc giao phai Thién Chua gido ma con cho ca nhitng nguoi khong
phai 1a tin @6 Thién Chaa gido. Ong da viét trong cubn The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution for
Cause of Conscience - 1 644% 13 rang: “Day chinh la y nguyén va ménh 1énh cua Thuong dé...
rang luong tim va tin ngudng cho di mang tinh chat Do Thai, Thd Nhi Ky, VO than hay phan
Thién Chta gido nhit, ciing dugc ban phat cho moi ngudi, 6 moi qudc gia...”. Khong nghi
ngd gi nita, chinh thoi gian song hoa hop véi cac bo lac Da d6 hao hiép va day tinh nguoi da
g6p mot phan 16n vao su thong tué cua 6ng.

Su anh huodng trong cac thudc dia di dién ra theo hai huéng. Vi du, John Eliot dich Kinh
thanh ra tiéng Narragansett. Trong khi nhiéu ngudi Da d¢ lai theo dao Thién Chua. Cho dén
ngdy nay, giao hoi My ban dia 1a mot su két hop giita Thién Chiia gido va tin ngudng truyén
thong ciia nguoi Da do.

Tinh than khoan dung va ty do t6n gido dan phat trién va Ién manh & nhitng thudc dia My
dau tién duoc thiét 1ap & Rhode Island va Pennsylvania, qué huong cua gido phai Quaker®
khoan dung, hay duoc biét dén dudi cai tén “Nhitng ngudi anh em”. Ho tin vao su thanh
thién cua luong tdm mdi con ngudi nhu 1a cdi nguén cua trat tu va dao 1y xa hoi. Niém tin co
ban ciia gido phai Quaker vao tinh yéu danh cho mudn loai va tinh dong loai da khién ho co
tinh than dan chi sdu sic va chdng lai quyén binh ton gido gido diéu. Bi khai trir ra khoi
Massachusetts ha khic vi x{r nay e s¢ anh hudng cia ho, ho da 1ap nén thudc dia
Pennsylvania rat thanh cong, dat dudi su 1anh dao cua Williams Penn vao nam 1681.

John Woolman (1720 - 1772)

Tac pham Quaker ndi tiéng nhat 1a cudn tiéu thuyét dai hoi Journal (Nhat ky - 1774) cua
John Woolman, ghi chép cudc sdng tinh thin ctia minh bang giong vin chéan thanh, trong
sang, ngot ngao duoc nhiéu tac gia My va Anh khen ngoi. Con nguoi phi thuong nay tur bo
cin nha tién nghi & thanh phé de lang thang d6 day cung vdi nhitng nguoi Da do trong cac
vung dat hoang di vi ong nghi rang ong c6 thé hoc h01 & ho va chia sé y tuong voi ho. Ong 1y
gidi mot cach gian don vé dam mé cta minh, mubn “cam nhan va hiéu cudc doi cia ho ciing
nhu doi sdng tinh than cta ho”. Tinh than yéu-cong- 1y cia Woolman han nhién mang tinh
phé phan xa hoi: “Tbi thdy nhidu nguoi Da trang ban ruou Rhum cho nguoi Da d6 va toi tin
do 1a mot toi 1on”.

Woolman ciing 13 mét trong nhiing tic gia dau tién chong ché do no 18, bang viéc xuat ban
hai tiéu luan Some Considerations on the Keeping of Negroes (Vai nhan dinh vé viéc bt giir
nguoi Da den) nam 1754 va 1762. La mét nha van nhén ban day nhiét huyét, 6ng da di theo
con duong “thy dong vang 10i” ddi voi cac nha cam quyén va luat phap ma ong cho la bat
cong. Tac pham cua ong dy bao sy ra doi nhiéu tiéu luan ndi tiéng cua Henry David Thoreau
& cac thé hé sau tac pham Civil Disobedience (Su bat tuan dan su - 1849).

Jonathan Edwards (1703 - 1758)

Nguoi chéng lai cac luan diém cta John Woolman 13 Jonathan Edwards, chi sinh ra trudc tac
gia Quaker kia c6 17 nam. Woolman khong dugc hoc tdp mot cach chinh quy trong khi

> Tac phém nay, cling nhu mot vai quyén sach khac chung t6i chua c6 du dir kién dé dich tya sach ra tiéng Viét,
xin c4o 16i ciing ban doc.

% Quaker: 1a mét gido phai Thién Chua t6n thd Chua Jesus, tir chdi nhimg nghi thirc trinh trong, gido didu va c6
nhitng hoat dong phan déi chién tranh va bao luc.
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Edwards c6 hoc van cao. Woolman di theo 4nh sang ndi tAm minh; Edwards hién minh cho
luat phap va quyén hanh. Ca hai la nhiing tac gia xuat sac, nhung ho 1a hai thai cuc trong kinh
nghi¢m ve ton gido ¢ thudc dia.

Chinh méi truong Thanh gido ha khic va y thic trach nhiém cao da hun duc nén Edwards, va
hai yéu t6 nay két hop dé khién 6 6ng dimg ra bao vé cho hoc thuyét Calvin khic nghiét va u
am chong lai chu thuyét tu do biy gio dang day 1én day strc song chung quanh 6ng. Edwards
trd nén noi tiéng boi bai thuyét giang day stirc manh va gieo rac ndi kinh hoang Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God (Nhing ke pham t4i trong ban tay ciia mot Thuong dé dang phan no
- 1741). “Néu Chuia budng ra, cic nguoi s¢ 1ap tirc chim xudng, roi xudng vuc sau cua toi 161,
va dam chim trong cdi vyc sau vo tan 4y... Chinh Chua di treo cac nguoi trén miéng hoa nguc
nhu nguoi ta dua mot con nhén hay mot con con trung kinh tdém nao do6 trén ngon Itra. Ngai
ghé tom cac nguoi va Ngai dang bi 27 khiéu khich dir doi. Ngai nhin cac nguoi nhu thé cac
nguoi chang déng gi ngoai viéc bi ném xudng vuc sau khong day ay”.

Nhitng bai thuyét giang cua Edwards c6 suc tac dong ghé gom, lam cho ca cong dong gido
dan kinh dong. Mic dau vdy, cudi cung sy cung ran dén mirc quai dan cua chu thuyét Calvin
ma Edwards diing cam bao v¢ da khién moi nguoi phai xa lanh. Nhiing bai giang giao diéu
kiéu trung co cia Edwards khong con phu hop voi nhimg kinh nghiém song clia nguoi dan
thudc dia vé thé ky 18 twong dbi thinh vuong, an binh. Sau Edwards, nhiing khuynh huéng
khoan dung tu do, méi mé ctia chi nghia nhéan van ngay cang lon manh.

VAN HOC O CAC THUOQC PIA MIEN NAM VA MIEN TRUNG

Trudc Cach mang, van hoc mién Nam mang tinh quy toc va thé tuc, phan anh ché d6 kinh té
va xa hdi thong tri cua nhitng trang trai mién Nam. Nhitng di dan Anh dau tién kéo dén
nhirng thugc dia phia Nam vi co may kinh té hon 1a vi tu do ton gido.

Mic du nhidu ngudi mién Nam la néng dén nghéo hodc la nhiing nguoi budén ban nho, song
khong kha hon dan n6 1¢ la mAy; nhung giai cAp thuong luu, tri thire mién Nam dugc nudi
dudng bai khuon mau ly tudng cua Cyu luc dia vé gidi quy toc nam trong tay dat dai do ché
d6 no 16 tao dung. Chinh thé ché nay da giai phong nhitng ngudi Da tring mién Nam giau co
thoat khoi lao dong chan tay, ddng thoi mang lai cho ho tha vui va 1am cho niém udc mo vé
mot cude séng quy phai & chau My nguyén so thanh hién thuc.

Nhiing diéu ma Thanh gido dé cao nhu sy can cu, hoc van, va 1ong nhiét tinh, nghiém tuc da
tr& nén hiém hoi -thay vao d6 chung ta thuong nghe néi dén nhiing thi vui quy phai nhu cudi
ngua va sin ban. Nha tho 13 tim diém cta doi séng xa hoi thanh lich, chir khong phai 1a dién
dan cho sy ty van lwong tim mot cach k¥ cang.

William Byrd (1674 - 1744)

Vin héa phuong Nam tir nhién xoay quanh 1y tuéng vé con ngudi lich 1am: Con ngudi thoi
Phyc hung vira gioi quan ly trang trai vira doc dugc sach tiéng Hy Lap cd, con ngudi dy co
quyén hanh ctia mot lanh chua thoi phong kién.

William Byrd d& mé ta 16i song sang trong, lich duyét & trang trai minh, Westover, trong birc

thu noi tiéng ndm 1726 giri cho mot ngudi ban Anh, Charles Boyle, b4 tudc xit Orrery nhu
sau:
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Bén canh loi thé vé khong khi trong lanh, chung téi con co du cdc vat dung dy triv ma
khéng can phdi tiéu pha ton kém (t6i mudn néi ching téi cé nhiéu trang trai). Gia dinh
riéng ciia t6i rat dong nguwoi, va canh cira nha téi luén réng mé dén moi ngudi, ma téi
cha mdy khi phdi tiéu tién; va cdi dong bac nira crown” cir ngu yén trong tui cua toi
hang mdy thang troi.

Nhuw mot toc truong, t0i co6 hang dan gia suc va dam dong no 1é, dan ong co, dan ba co.
Dam day to cua toi rat thao cong viéc. Toi song doc lap voi moi nguoi, ngoqi trir voi
Ddng Toi cao.

William Byrd tiéu biéu cho tinh than cta giai cap thuong luu thude dia mién Nam. Thira ké
1040 mau dat, rdi nhan 1én thanh 7160 mau, ong vira la nha budn, nha ngoai thuong vira la
chu trai. Thu vién véi 3.600 cudn sach ciia 6ng 16n nhat mién Nam. Bam sinh thong minh
lanh lgi, 6ng dugc cha me guri téi hoc tai cac truong tdt nhat & Anh va Ha Lan dé phat trién
tai nang. Ong timg dén thim Cung dinh Phép, trd thanh than hiru cta hoang tdc, va két ban
than thiét v6i nhiéu hoc gia Anh hang dau cing thoi véi 6ng, dic biét 1a William Wycherley
va William Congreve. Nhiing trang nhat ky ciia 6ng vé London nguoc hin véi nhimng ghi
chép cua nguoi Thanh gido & New England, déy nhirng bita ti€c xa hoa, nhitng da hdi ruc 15,
roi chuyén tan tinh phu nir va rat it nhimg doan suy ngdm noi tam.

Ngay nay Byrd rat noi tiéng v6i cudn History of the Dividing Line (Lich sir mot dudng phan
chia ranh gidi), mot nhat ky séng dong ghi lai cudc hanh trinh dai 960 kilomet di sdu vao ndi
dia dé khao sat duong phan chia gitra cac thudc dia lang giéng Virginia va Bic Carolina vao
nam 1729. Nhimg an tuong sdng dong cuia 6ng vé nhimg ving dit hoang dd ménh mong,
ngudi Da d6, ngudi Da trang ban khai, thu hoang, va co man nhirng kho khan xay dén cho
con ngudi lich 1dm vian minh nay di lam nén mot cudn sach mang ban sic My doc dao va
dam da khi chat mién Nam. Ong ché gifu dam thyc dan dau tién & Virginia, “khoang mot
trim gi dan 6ng, hau hét 1a nhitng ké truy lac xudt than tir nhimg gia dinh gia gido” va dua
rang & Jamestown, “nhu ngudi Anh that su, ho xay mot cai nha thd chi tén khong hon 50
bang, va mot cai quan rugu voi gia 500 bang”. Tac pham cua Byrd la nhing vi du sdc sao vé
sw quan tim sau sac cia ngudi mién Nam vé mot thé gidi cu thé: dat dai, ngudi Da do, cay
c6, muong thi va nhiing ngudi dinh cu.

Robert Beverley (khodng 1673 - 1722)

Robert Beverley 1a mot trai chi giau c6 khac va 1a tac gia cudn The History and Present State
of Virginia (Lich st va tinh trang hién thoi ctia bang Virginia - 1705, 1722) ghi lai lich sir ctia
thudc dia Virginia theo phong cach ddy nhan ban va manh mé. Ciing nhu Byrd ong ngudng
md ngudi Da do va chu y dén nhiing quan ni¢ém mé tin kha la lung cta chau Au vé Virginia -
vi dy, c6 niém tin “rang ving dat nay blen moi nguoi dén d6 thanh den”. Ong ciing ghi nhan
1ong hiéu khach v6 bién cua ngudi mién Nam, mét tinh cach ndi bat con duy tri cho dén ngay
nay.

Loai van cham biém trao phung -mot thé loai van hoc da kich, ché gidu nhitng thoi hu tat xau
VA SU ngu Xudn cua con nguoi théng qua sy mia mai, ché nhao hoic 1a sy hom hinh la thé loai
quen thudc & thudc dia mién Nam. Mot nhom nguoi dinh cu wa gy go viét bai da kich nguoi
sang 1ap ra to chirc tir thién & bang Georgia, tuéng James Oglethorpe, trong mot tap sach
mong tua dé A True and Historical Narrative of the Colony of Georgia (Chuyén ké lich sir va
chan thyc vé thudc dia Georgia - 1741). Ho gia vo khen ngoi 6ng vi 6ng dé khién ho nghéo

7 Déng crown tri gid 5 shilling (bang Anh), déng ntra crown 1a 2,5 shilling.
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do6i va lao dong qué sirc dén ndi ho phai phat huy “dirc tinh khiém ton v6 gia” va trén chay
“nhiing lo toan cho bat ky mdt tham vong xa x61 nao”.

Bai tho cham biém rat thfmg thirng c6 tén “The Sotweed Factor” da kich thudc dia Maryland,
noi tac gia, mot ngudi Anh tén Ebenezer Cook, da thur thoi vén budn thudc 14 nhung khong
thanh. Cook phoi bay nhiing cung cach lam an thé bao, tran tryi cua thudc dia véi tinh than
trao 1ong sau sac, va t6 c4o nhimg nguoi dan thude dia ludng gat ong ta. Bai tho két thic
bang mot 10i nguyén rua cuong diéu: “Cau xin con gian dit linh thiéng 1am cho ving dat nay
hoang tan. Ving dat khong c6 ngudi dan ong trung thanh, ciing nhu khong ¢6 nguoi dan ba
tiét hanh”.

Nhin chung, van hoc thudc dia mién Nam c6 thé néi la c6 mdi lién hé phén nao véi truyén
thdng van hoc hién thuc, gan giii v6i cudc sdng, mang tinh phd quat va chira nhiéu thong tin.
Bit chudc nhiing trao luu vin hoc Anh, ngudi mién Nam thé hién tri tudng twong phong pht
trong su quan sat sic sio va thong minh, chinh x4c nhimng diéu kién song dic thu ciia Tan thé
gioi.

Olaudah Equiano (Gustavus Vassa) (khodng 1745 - khodng 1797)

Hai tac gia Da den c6 tim quan trong va noi bat trong thoi ky thudc dia 1a Olaudah Equiano
va Jupiter Hammon. Equiano, mdt nguoi Ibo dén tir Niger (Tay Phi), 1a nguoi Da den dau
tién & My viét mot tiéu sur tu thuat mang tén The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah
Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African (Ty thuat thi vi vé cudc doi ctia Olaudah Equiano
hay Gustavus Vassa, nguoi chau Phi - 1789). Cudn sach 1a vi du dau tién cta thé loai truyén
ké vé nguoi nd 16 trong d6 Equiano ké vé manh dét qué huong minh, nhiing ndi hai hung va
su tan 4c ma 6ng phai chiu dung trong thoi gian dng bi cam gitr va lam nd 1€ & West Indies®.
Equiano da cai gido theo dao Thién Chia, than vin mot cach day xuc dong vé cach ddi xir
“phi Thién Chua gido” ciia nhitng ngudi Thién Chua gido dbi véi minh - mot cam xac ma
nhiéu ngudi My - Phi chau s& 1én tiéng t6 cao trong nhirng thé ky tiép theo.

Jupiter Hammon (khodng 1720 - khodng 1800)

Nha tho My Da den nay 1a n6 1¢ ¢ Long Island, New York. Ong duoc nhé dén nho nhimg bai
tho ton gido ctia minh ciing nhu nho tac pham An Address to the Negroes of the State of New
York (N6i v6i nguoi Da den & bang New York 1787), trong d6 6ng kéu goi giai phong con
cai ctia nguoi nd 16 thay vi két an chiing phai 1am no 18 truyén kiép. Bai tho “An Evening
Thought” (Suy tu budi chiéu hom) ctia 6ng 1a bai tho dau tién ciia mot ngudi dan ong da den
dugc xuat ban & My.

¥ West Indies: cac dao Tay An, bao quanh bién Caribbean.
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Chuong 2

NGUON GOC CUA NEN DAN CHU VA CAC NHA VAN CACH MANG THOI KY
1776 -1820

Cudc Cach mang gian khé cua My chéng nguoi Anh (1775-1783) la cude chién tranh giai
phong hién dai dau tién chong lai mot cuong quoc thudc dia. Chién thang cua nén doc 1ap My
d6i v6i nhidu ngudi thoi d6 hinh nhu 14 mot dau hiéu linh thiéng bao hiéu rang nudc My va
nhan dan My duoc trao cho st ménh 1am nén diéu ky vi. Chién thang quén sy ciing khoi day
nhitng hi vong ctia dan toc My vé mot nén vin hoc méi vi dai. Tuy nhién ngoai trir nhirng bai
viét chinh tri kiét xuét, chi c6 mot sd tac phém c6 gia tri xuét hién trong hodc ngay sau thoi
ky Cach mang.

Céc tac pham vin chuong My duoc binh pham mét cach khat khe & Anh. Nguoi My dau kho
nhén ra sy 1& thudc qua do vao khudn mau vin hoc Anh. Cudc tim kiém mét nén van hoc
mang ban séc riéng tré thanh mot am anh dan toc. Nhu chii bat mot tap chi My viét vao
khoang nim 1816: “Lé thudc 1a mot tinh trang thip kém day 0 nhuc va phu thudc vao tu
tuéng bén ngoai dé c6 duoc nhitng gi chinh chung ta co thé 1am ra dugc 1a cong thém sy kém
c6i do ngu dét vao véi toi c cua thoi luoi biéng”.

Nhiing cudc cach mang van hoa, khong glong v6i nhitng cudc cach mang quan sy, khong thé
thanh cong bang cach ap dit; no phai dugc ndy né trén manh dit cua cac kinh nghiém duoc
chia sé. Cach mang 13 nhiing biéu hién cua tréi tim ctia nhan dén, ching 16n dan 1én tir nhiing
cam nhan méi mé va nhimg kinh nghiém phong phu. Phai mét 50 nidm tich lity lich st dé
nude My c6 thé gianh duoc doc 1ap vian hoa va dé san sinh thé hé cac nha vin My vi dai dau
tién: Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David
Thoreau, Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Walt Whitman va Emily
Dickinson. Sy doc 1ap cua van hoc My bi cham lai boi qua trinh déng hoa kéo dai véi Anh
quéc, mot su rap khudn thai qué nhiing khuon mau van hoc Anh hay véan hoc c6 dién, thém
vao d6 tinh hinh kinh té, chinh tri kho khan cling can tr¢ viéc xuét ban.

Nhiing nha van cach mang, du c6 tinh than ai quéc that sy va cam théy can mot sy tu nhan
thirc cling khong bao gio tim dugc coi ngudn trong nhitng cam nhén véi tu cach nguoi My
cua ho. Nhitng nha van thudc dia cua thé hé cach mang thuong sinh truong & Anh, dat toi
tudi truong thanh véi tu cach 1a mot cong dan Anh, c6 cach suy nghi ciia nguoi Anh, thim
chi cach an méac va cu xu ciing 1a ciia ngudi Anh. Cha me cua ho ciing 1a nguoi Anh hodc
ngudi chau Au va tit ca ban bé ciia ho ciing thé. Thém vao do, nhan thirc ctia ngudi My vé
céc trao luu van hoc van con 18 bude ding sau ngudi Anh, va sy tut hau thoi gian 1am ting
thém th6i mo phdng cua ngudi My. Nam muoi nam sau khi da thanh danh & Anh, nhitng nha
van T4n ¢6 dién Anh nhu Joseph Addison, Richard Stelle, Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope,
Oliver Goldsmith va Samuel Johnson van con dugc him hé bét chude & My.

Hon nita nhimng thir thach voi va cua viée xay dung mot qudc gia méi da 161 cudn nhing '
ngudi tai nang, c¢6 hoc van vao linh vuc chinh tri, lut phap, va ngoai giao. Nhiing theo dudi
nay mang lai danh dy, vinh quang va sy dam béo tai chinh. Viét lach, nguoc lai, khong dé ra
tién. Nhitng nha van My budi dau, mot khi da tach khoi mau qudc, da khong cé su bao trg co
hiéu qua cua cac nha xuét ban hién dai, khong co doc gia va cing khong c6 dugc su bao vé
hop phap twong ximg. Cong viéc hd trg vé bién tap, phan phdi va quang cao déu ¢ dang phoi
thai.
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Cho dén tan 1825, hau hét cac tac gia My phai tra tién cho cac nha in dé xuét ban tic pham
ctia minh. Han nhién, chi nhitng ngudi giau 6, doc lap, khong phai 1am gi dé kiém sdng nhu
Washington Irving va nhom Knickerbocker New York hay nhom cac nha tho Connecticut,
con duoc goi 1a Hartford Wits, mdi c6 thé co du tién de nudi dudng niém say mé viét lach
ctia minh. Benjamin Franklin 1a m6t ngoai 1. DAu xudt than tir mot gia dinh nghéo, nhung
6ng 1am nghé in nén c6 thé ty xuit ban tac phim ciia minh.

Charles Brockden Brown tiéu biéu hon ca. La tac gia nhiéu chuyén tinh cam dong mang
phong cach GOtth(g) Brown 13 nha van My dau tién c6 séng bang nghé viét lach. Nhung
cudc doi ngan ngui ciia 6ng két thiic trong nghéo kho.

Thiéu doc gia ciing 1a mot van dé nan giai. SO doc gia co van hoa von rat it & My chi mudn
doc nhiing tac gia ndi tiéng & chau Au, mot phan ciing do 10ng kinh trong thai qua ma nhing
nguoi dan thudc dia trudc day danh cho nhiing ké cai tri ngay xua cua ho. Sy va chuong
nhitng tac phdm Anh khong hoan toan 14 vo can ctr néu xét dén sy kém coi cua cic tac pham
van chuong M§. Chinh diéu nay d lam cho tinh hinh thém x4u di vi n6 khién cac nha vin
My chéng con dugc bao nhiéu ban doc. Chi ¢ bao chi tao ra dugc sy bu dép tai chinh, tuy
véy phan dong doc gia thich loai tho vin nhe nhang, khong doi hoi phai suy tu va nhitng tiéu
ludn ngan mang tinh thoi sy chit khong phai loai tac pham dai hodc thir nghiém.

Viéc khong cé nhimng diéu luat day di vé ban quyén c6 18 1a nguyén nhan rd nhat dan dén su
tri tré cuia van hoc. Diéu d6 that dé hiéu; khi cac nha in & My c6 thé dé dang danh cap ban
quyén cua cac tac pham ban chay nhat & Anh, thi viéc gi ho phai tra tién cho mot tac gia My
vi mot cudn sach vé van nao do.

Viéc in lai cac tac pham van hoc nudc ngoai ma khong co6 giay phép, thoat dau dugc xem nhu
la dé phuc vu cho thudc dia ciing nhu 1a mét nguon loi cho cac chu nha in nhu Franklin,
ngudi da in lai cac tdc pham van hoc c6 dién va vi dai cua chdu Au dé nang cao dan tri & My.

Tét ca nha in trén dat My déu theo guong ctia dng. C6 nhiéu vy in cip ban quyén rét tiéng
tam. Matthew Carey, m{t nha Xuét ban quan trong & My tra cho mot mét vién & London mot
loai tinh bao vin hoc - dé giri nhitng ban sao nhiing trang sach chua dong bia, hay ngay ca
ban in thir &én cho ong trén nhimg chiéc tau nhanh c6 thé dén My trong ~vong mot thang.
Nguoi cua Carey sé di thuyen ra don nhimg con tau dang vao cang va cap toc in lai nhirng
cubn sach bi an cap nay bang cach chia cudn sach ra nhleu phan cho nhiéu nguoi cung sap
chit va lam viéc theo ca 24 trén 24. M6t cudn sach bi an cap nhu vay co thé dugc in lai trong
vong mot ngay va dua 1én ké bay ban trong cac hiéu sach & My hau nhu cing mét luc véi cac
cudn sach & Anh.

Vi gia ciia cac 4n ban nhap khau hop phép rat dat do d6 khong thé canh tranh v6i nhimng ban
sach an cdp, tinh trang nay lam thiét hai quyén lgi ctia nhiing tic gia nudc ngoai nhu Nam
tudc Walter Scott va Charles Dickens, cling nhu nhimg tac gia My khac. Nhung it nhit nhimng
tac gia ngoai qudc da duoc cac nha xuét ban gdc tra tién va da ndi tiéng vé cac tac phim cua
minh. Cac nha van My, chang han nhu James Fenimore Cooper khong nhiimg khéng dugc tra
tién day di, ma lai con phai dau kho chtng kién sach minh bi an cip ngay tru¢c mii. Cudn
sach thanh cong dau tién ciia Cooper The Spy (Diép vién -1821) bi bon chu nha in khac nhau
an cap trong vong mot thang khi xuét hién.

? Gothic:mot loai tidu thuyét xuét hién vao cudi thé ky 18 chuyén viét vé nhiing chuyén bi hiém, rung rgn. Pugc
g0i 1a Gothic boi vi n6 thuong lay bdi canh & cac lau dai, tu vién hoang phé, d6 nat thoi Trung cb véi nhimng
duong hdm ngim dudi mat dat, nhitng brc trdng thanh vaéi nhitng 16 chau mai 4m mudi, nhing hdi kin va
nhiing canh ctra bi mat.
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That trd tréu, luat vé ban quyen nam 1790 cho phép viéc an cap ban quyén, lai xuat phat tur
mot y dinh bao vé quyén loi quoc gia. Y kién nay la cua Noah Webster, mot nha tir dién hoc
16n va vé sau bién soan mot cudn tir dién My ndi tleng Diéu luat nay chi bao vé tac pham cia
nhitng nha vin My; 1am cho cac nha vin Anh hiéu rang ho phai tu chiam lo quyén loi cho ban
than.

Du diéu luat nay co t¢ hai dén thé nao van khong moét nha Xu?it ban nao trong bubi ddu mudn
thay ddi vi n6 hién nhién 1a ¢6 lgi cho ho. Nan an cip ban quyén di lam the hé cac nha van
Cach mang My dau tién sdng trong nghéo doi; nén chang la gi khi thé hé tiép theo cho ra doi
cang it tac pham c6 gia tri hon. Cao trao cua nan an cap ban quyen vao nam 1815, phu hop
voi dlem thap nhit cta vin hoc My. Tuy nhién, ngudn cung cap ré tién va doi 37 dao céc tac
pham c6 dién va sach bao nudc ngoai trong khoang 50 nim dau cua dat nude non tré nay da
¢6 tac dung dao tao nén nhitng ngudi My xuét chung, trong d6 bao gdm thé hé nhiing nha vin
vi dai dau tién, nhimg ngdi sao bat ddu xuat hién vao khoang nam 1825.

THOI KY VAN HOC KHAI SANG

Thoi ky Khai sang My thé ky 18 1a mét trao luu van hoc duge danh dau bang sy nhan manh
vao tinh duy 1y hon 1a truyén théng, vao nhitng tim toi khoa hoc thay vi gido diéu ton gido
tuyét ddi, va vao hinh thirc chinh phua dai dién cho dan thay vi mot vuong quyén. Céc nha tu
tuong va tac gia thoi Khai sang di tan hién doi minh cho 1y tudng vé cong 1y, tu do va binh
dang von dugc coi nhu 12 nhimg quyén tu nhién ciia con nguoi.

Benjamin Franklin (1706 - 1790)

Ong 12 ngudi dugc triét gia Scotland David Hume goi 1 “tac gia vi dai dau tién cua My”,
hién than cua Iy tuong thoi Khai sang vé tu tuong duy 1y nhan ban. Thyc tién nhung lai day
ly tuong, lam viéc cét luc va thanh cong ruc 1, Franklin da ké vé thoi nién thiéu cua minh
trong cudn Autobiography (Tiéu sir tu thut) ndi tiéng. La nha van, chu nha in, nha xudt ban,
nha khoa hoc, nha tir thi¢én va nha ngoai giao, 6ng 1a nhan vat ndi tleng nhét va duoc ton kinh
nhat vao thoi ciia minh. Ong ciing 14 bac vi nhan dau tién & My dat dén dinh cao bang nd luc
ban than, vuon Ién tir m§t nha ngoai giao nghéo sinh ra trong thoi dai quy toc, ma chinh
guong sang cua ong da gitp nudc My giai phong khoi thoi dai do.

Franklin 12 nguoi di dan thudc thé hé thir hai. Cha ong 1a tin &6 Thanh giao, mot ngudi lam
nén tir Anh di cu dén Boston, bang Massachusetts nam 1683. Cudc doi cua Franklin, & nhiéu
phuong dién 13 mot minh ching cho anh hudng cia thoi dai Khai sang dén mot ca nhan thién
tai. Tu hoc nhung doc rat nhiéu ctia cac tic gia nhu John Locke, Lord Shaftesbury, Joseph
Addison va nhiing tac gia Khai sang khac, Franklin hoc hoi ¢ ho nhiéu diéu dé ng dung
nhiing 1y luan d6 vao cude song riéng ctia minh va dé c6 thé doan tuyét voi truyén thong -dic
biét truyén thong Thanh giao 16i thoi -khi n6 de doa bop chét 1y tudng cua 6ng.

Khi con tré, Franklin ty hoc nhiéu ngoai ngir, doc mi¢t mai du cac lanh vyuc va luyén viét van
cho cong chiing. Khi tir Boston doi dén Philadelphia, bang Pennsylvania, Franklin di c6 dugc
trinh d hoc van twong duong véi giai cap thuong Iuu. Ong ciing ¢6 kha nang lam viéc can
cu, chu d4o ciia mot tin d6 Thanh gido. Ong thuong tu van ban than va luén khat khao tu
hoan thién minh. Chinh nhimg pham chat nay dan dan dua ong dén su gidu sang, danh tiéng
va long kinh trong cta ngudi doi. Khong chi séng cho riéng minh, Franklin ¢6 ging gitp do
nhitng ngudi binh thudng khac duge thanh cong bang cach chia sé nhitng tu twéng va kinh
nghiém cta minh. Ong chinh 1a cha dé cia mot loai sich mang tinh cach My dic trung -loai
sach tu gitip minh.
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Cubn Poor Richard’s Almanack (Nién lich vé chang Richard Nghéo kho), duogc bat dau nam
1732 va xuat ban trong nhiéu ndm, da lam cho Franklin tré nén giau c6 va ndi tiéng khip
thudc dia. Cudn nién lich nay chira dung nhiing 16i dong vién, khuyén bao hitu ich, nhiing
thong tin thyc té va nhirng nhan vét ngd nghinh khoi hai nhu nguoi cha gia Abraham va
Richard Nghéo kh cong hién cho doc gia nhiing cach ngén y vi, dang nhd. Trong The Way
to Weath (Duong dén giau sang) xuét hién dau tién trong bo nién lich, bd Abraham, “mot ong
gia twom tat gian di, voi nhimg lon toc tring” trich dan nguyén van 161 Richard Nghéo khé.
“Mot 161 voi ke khon da 1a du, ong n6i”. “Troi giap nhiing ai tu gidp minh”, “Ngu som, day
som, lam cho ngudi ta khoe manh, giau c6 va thong thai”. Richard Nghéo kho con 1a mot nha
tdm 1y (“Su siéng nang tra dugc no nan, con that t vong lam ng chat chong hon™) va 6ng ludn
khuyén khich nguoi ta can cu lao dong (“Can mén la me ctia co may”). “Dung ludi biéng”,
6ng khuyén, boi vi “mét hom nay bang hai ngay mai”. D61 luc 6ng sang tao nhiing giai thoai
dé minh hoa quan diém ciia minh. “Mot sy bét c4n nho nhung c6 thé ap u mdt tai hoa lon...

Vi thiéu mét cai dinh, ta mat mot chiée mong ngua, thiéu chiéc mong ta mAt con ngua, thiéu
con ngya ta mat m@t ky si. Bi quan thu dudi kip va tan sat, tat ca chi vi thiéu lvu tAm mot cai
dinh ¢ mong ngya”. Franklin rd rang la mot thién tai trong khi dién dat co dong mot diéu luan
ly: “Nhing gi dung dudng mot tat xau, co the nudi dugc hai dira con”, “Mot 16 nho s& lam
dam mot chiéc thuyén 16n”, “Ké ngu don ¢, ngudi khon chén sach”.

Tiéu st tu thuat caa Franklin, phén nao do, cling 1a mot cudn séach tu - gitp -minh. Viét dé
khuyén bao con trai, cudn sach chi goi ghém vao nhitng nam tho au. Phan ndi tiéng nhat, mo
ta mot chuong trinh ty rén luyén tu dudng ban than mdt cach khoa hoc. Franklin liét ké 13
dure tinh: tu tiét ché, tram lang, ngan nép, kién tam, can kiém, cham chi, trung thuc, cong
bang, myc thudc, sach s&, binh than, thanh bach, va khiém nhuong. Ong da hién thi mdi duc
tinh bang mot cham ngon; chang han, cham ngdn danh cho sy tiét ché 1a: “Dung nén in dén
phat ngan. Dimg nén uodng dén lang lang”. La mot nha khoa hoc thuc nghiém, Franklin dua y
tuong vé su hoan thién vao thir nghiém, ding chinh minh lam d6i tuong thir nghiém.

Dé rén luyén nhiing théi quen tét, Franklin phat minh ra mét cudn sach ghi chép thuong nién
c6 thé dung lai dugc, trong d6 6ng ren luyén mot dirc tinh mdi tudn, ghi lai mdi mot 16i bang
mot chdm den nhé. Phuong phép cia ong goiy cho ly thuyet hanh vi tam ly sau nay, con
cach thie ghi chép mot cach co hé thong cua ong di du kién phuong phép diéu chinh hanh vi
cua con nguoi hién dai. Phuong cach tu hoan thién minh cua Franklin hoa tron niém tin vao
su hoan bich ctia thoi Khai sang cing voi tap quan dao dirc tu xét minh cua tin d@d Thanh
giao.

Franklin d4 thay 6 tir rat som, sang tac 1a cach t6t nhit hoan thién y tudng ctia minh, va vi
vy 6ng cht tim hoan thién phong cach viét vin xubi uyén chuyén ctia minh, khong 1ay nd
lam muc dich ty than ma bién né thanh phuong tién. “Hay viét cho nhimg ngudi c6 hoc. Va
noi thanh 161 voi nguoi binh dan”, ong khuyén. La mot nha khoa hoc, ong nghe theo 161
khuyén cua Hiép hoi khoa hoc Hoang gia ndm 1667 st dung mot cach noi ty nhién, gan giii
va bdc truc; nhiing cach dlen dat hay ro nghia, don gian mot cach ty nhién, cang gan véi su
gian don toan hoc cang tot”.

Mic du gidu c6 va noi tiéng, Franklin c6 dau 6c dan chi, va 6ng con 1a mdt nhan vat quan
trong tham gia vao viéc xay dung Hién phap My. Trong nhiing nam cubi doi, ong 1a chu tich

mot hiép hoi chéng ché d6 no 16. Mot trong nhitng nd luc cudi cung cia 6ng 1a pho cap giao
duc cho cong chung.

Hector St. John de Crévecoeur (1735 - 1813)
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Mot tac gia tiéu biéu khac cua thoi ky Khai sang 1a Hector St. John de Crévecoeur, tic gia
cubn Letters from an American Farmer (Thu tir ciia mot dién cha My - 1782) da dem dén cho
ngudi dan Cyu luc dia cai ¥ twéng vé nhitng co hoi c6 duge mot cude sdng thanh binh, giau
sang va niém kiéu hanh tai My. Khong phai 1a ngudi My di cu, ciing chang phai 1a nong dén,
Crévecoeur la mdt nha quy toc Phap sé hiru mot trang trai ngoai 6 New York trudc Cach
mang. Ong nhiét thanh ca ngoi 10ng hing say lao dong, dirc tinh khoan dung do luong va su
thinh vuong khéng ngirng gia tang ctia nguoi dan thudc dia, trong 12 1a thu mo ta nudc My
nhu 1a thién duong ciia nha ndong -mot su tién lugng da khich 1¢ Thomas Jefferson, Ralph
Waldo Emerson va nhiéu tac gia khac cho mai téi ngay nay.

Crévecoeur 14 nguoi chau Au dau tién co cong xdy dung mét quan diém hop ly. rat My va mot
tinh cach My méi mé. Ong cling 14 nguoi dau tién dua ra hinh anh biéu trung vé nudc My -
mot “melting pot” (mot dat nude ciia moi ching toc, moi mau da, moi giéng ngudi). Trong
mdt doan vin ndi tiéng ong hoi:

Thé thi nguoi M la gi, con ngwoi méi nay la ai? Anh ta dén tir chau Au khéng thi ciing la
con chau cia nguoi chau Au, két qua la su pha tron mau huyét la ling dé, ban sé khong
tim thcfy & mét dat nude nao khdc. Toi ¢6 thé chi cho ban mét gia dinh ma ong ngi la
nguwoi Anh, ba néi la ngweoi Ha Lan, con cia ho ldy vo ngwoi Phdp. Va réi bén dira con
trai ciia ba v Phdp ldy bon ba vo tir bon quéc gia khdc nhau... O ddy nhitng cd nhan ciia
tat ca cac dat nuwde dwoc hoa trén thanh mét giéng ddn maoi, ma swc lao dong va hdu dué
ciia ho mot ngay nao dé sé tao nén nhiing thay doi trén thé gici.

SACH PAMPHLET!?
Thomas Paine (1737 -1809)

Long say mé van hoc Cach mang duoc thé hién dam nét trong nhitng tap sach méng, mot
hinh thtrc pho bién nhat cua van chuong chinh tri trong thoi do.

Hon 2000 tap sach pamphlet dugc xuét ban trong thoi ky Cach mang. Nhing tap sach nay mé
hodc nhimg nguoi yéu nude va de doa nhitng nguoi trung thanh véi mau quoc. Chang c6 vai
tro ctia san khau, vi thudng duge doc 16n giita noi cong cong dé khich 18, cd dong va tuyén
truyén khan gia. Binh linh My doc chiing thanh tiéng trong doanh trai; con nhiing ngudi trung
thanh véi Vuong triéu Anh thi ném chiing vao lira.

Tép sach Common Sense (Y thirc cong dan) cua Thomas Paine ban dugc hon 100 ngan ban
trong 3 thang dau xuat hién. N6 van con khoi ddy tinh yéu nudce cho dén tan ngay nay.
“Chinh nghia cia nu6ec My chu yeu 1a chinh nghia cua toan nhén loai”, Paine viét, gidng 1én
tiéng noi clia ¥ tuong vé chu thuyét dic thu My van con rat manh ¢ My rang trong mot y
nghia co ban nao d6 - vi nuéc My 1a mot thé nghiém dan chu va 1a mot dat nude c6 chu
truong mé rong cira cho moi cude di dan nén sé phan nudec My bao trude sb phin ciia nhin
loai no6i chung.

Nhiing bai viét tuyén truyén chinh tri trong mot nén dan chi phai that don gian, o rang dé
thu hiit cir tri. Va dé c6 duoc nhitng cir tri hiéu biét, gido duc pho cap duge day manh boi

' pamphlet: theo dinh nghia cia UNESCO la mot 4n pham khong dong thanh sach, xuét ban khong dinh ky,
khong ngén hon 5 trang va khong dai hon 48 trang, dung dé tuyén truyén, ¢ dong hodc néu quan diém, chinh
kién vé mot van d& thoi sy chinh tri, xi hoi dugc quan chung quan tam. Xuét hién vao dau thé ky 16 trong viéc
ting ho Cai cach ton gio, ngay nay, pamphlet dugc ding nhu sach buém nham cung cip thong tin ctia cac to
chirc chinh phu hay 1a céc hi¢p hoi.
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nhiéu nha tién phong. Mot dau hiéu cua su khoi sic trong doi song van chuong 13 rang 1 nho
su nd o cua bao chi. Trong thoi ky Cach mang, ngudi ta doc bao nhiéu hon bat ky noi nao
khac trén thé gidi. Mot van phong don gian, trong sang, suc tich rat can thiét ddi voi moi
ngudi dan nhép cu, vi tiéng Anh sé& 1a ngon ngir thir hai cua ho. Ban thao viét tay lan dau
Tuyén ngén doc lap cua Thomas Jefferson rat 1 rang, 1ap ludn chit chg; nhiing stra doi cua
Uy ban gitip viéc con 1am cho né tham chi don gian hon. The Federalist Papers (Nhing tiéu
luan ciia Phai Lién bang), duoc viét ra dé hd trg Hién phép, 1a mot ang vin trong sang voi
nhing lap luan logic phit hop véi cac cudc tranh luan trong mot qudc gia dan chu.

CHU NGHIA TAN CO PIEN: SU THI, SU THI CHAM BIEM VA TRAO PHUNG

That khong may, cai dugc goi la “van chuong” lai khong don gian va truc dién nhu cac bai
viét chinh tri. Trong nd luc sang tac thi ca, hdu hét nhimng nha tho thong thai déu véap vao cai
bay tao nha ctia chu nghia Tan cd dién. Bac biét, su thi co mot sy quyén rii chét nguoi. Cac
nha tho My giau long ai qudc chic chan rang tam véc vi dai cia Cach mang My chi c6 thé
duogc thé hién twong Gmg trong st thi -mot loai truyén tho dai day kich tinh sir dung ngén ngi
trang trong ca ngoi nhitng hanh dong phi thuong ctia mot anh hung huyén thoai.

Nhiéu tac gia da thir viét nhung khong ai thanh cong. Timothy Dwight (1752-1817), mot
nguoi trong nhom nhitng nha van dugc goi 1a “The Hartfort Wits” (Nhitng nha thong thai
Hartfort), 1a mot vi du. Dwight sau nay tré thanh hiéu truédng Dai hoc Yale, dua vao cau
chuyén vé cudc dau tranh ciia Joshua dén mién DAt Hira trong Kinh thanh dé viét sir thi The
Congquest of Canaan (Cudc chinh phuc ving Canaan''" - 1785) ciia minh. Trong st thi nay,
Dwight da 10ng hinh anh tuéng Washington, chi huy quan doi My va vé sau tro thanh Tong
thong dau tién ctia Hoa Ky vao nhan vat Joshua trong truyén thuyét va éng da vay muon hinh
thirc cdp cdu ma Alexander Pope dung dé dich Homer. St thi ctia Dwight vira nham chén vira
day tham vong. Cac nha phé binh Anh thing tay sd toet, ngay ca ban bé ciia Dwight, nhu 14
John Trembull (1750 -1831) ciing chang nhiét tinh bao vé. C6 qua nhiéu sdm chdp rén vang
trong nhitng canh chién tran ddy kich tinh va khién cudng dén ndi Trembull dé nghi tap sir thi
nén cé thém nhirng cot thu 16i.

Nén khong c6 gi ngac nhién khi loai thi ca cham biém c6 dat dung v hon thi ca nghiém tac
trén. Thé loai sur thi cham biém khuyen khich cac thi st My sir dung tiéng noi ty nhién cta ho
va khong khuyén du ho roi vao viing 1ay nhiing tinh cam &i qudc vira dao to baa 1on vira ¢6
thé doan duoc dy nhitng hinh dung tir trong thi ca udc 18 thiéu ban sic tir thoi co dai Hy Lap
v6i nha tho Homer, thoi La M3 véi thi si Virgil qua cach biéu dat cta cac nha tho Anh.

Trong M’Fingal (1776-1782), mét su thi trao tiéu vui nhon ciia John Trembull, loai vin
phong day dp nhirng xtic cam truyén thong va wéc 18 lai chinh 1a vii khi cho su trao phing
lanh manh va chinh 16i hung bién khoa truong trong thoi Cach mang bi ché nhao. Dua vao
khuon mau cua tap tho Hudibras cua nha tho Anh Samuel Butler, tap st thi da cuo1 nhao mot
nguoi trung thanh voi Mau qubc, M’Fingal. Tac pham thuong rat ham stc nhu khi ghi nhan
vé nhitng tén t6i pham ddi mit voi gia treo cd.

Chang c6 ai dimg dudi gid treo co
Lai co y nghi tot dep vé ludt phap.

' Canaan: ving dit phia tay Palestine, dugc ngudi Do Thai ¢b tin ring d6 1a Mién dit Hira ma Chua danh cho
ho.
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M’Fingal dugc tai ban t&i 30 lan, duoc in di in lai trong vong nira thé ky, dugce ddnh gia cao
cd & Anh 1an & M§. Vin trao phung thu hut déng dao doc gia thoi Cach mang mot phan boi
n6 chira dung nhitng 10i binh phdm va phé phan xa hoi. Nhing dé tai chinh tri va nhiing van
dé xa hoi 1a nhitng ndi dung chinh trong thoi ky nay. Vo hai kich dau tién ciia My The
Contrast (Su twong phan) ctia Royall Tyler (1757 -1826) 1a mot sy tuong phan nuc cudi gitra
bai ta Manly, mot s quan My, va Dimple, mot ngudi Anh hoc doi. Lé di nhién, nhan vat
Dimple dugc dan dung trong hét stre 16 bich. V& kich da gioi thi€u mot tinh cach Yankee
du tién, nhan vat Jonathan.

(12)

Mot tac pham cham biém khac, cuon tiu thuyet Modern Chivalry (Chang hiép si thoi nay),
do Hugh Henry Brackenridge xuit ban tung phan tir 1792 dén 1815, da kich nhiing biéu hién
thai qua cua ngudi duong thoi mét cach day 4n tugng. Brackenridge (1748 -1816), mot ngudi
goc Scotland di cur va 16n 1én ¢ ving bién gidi My, da xay dung cudn tiéu thuyet phiéu luu
khdng 16 ctia minh trén hinh tugng hiép si Don Quixote dé mé ta nhimng bét hanh cuia dai Gy
Farrago va ngudi day td Teague O’Regan ngu dan, tho 16 nhung diy nhan tinh.

NHA THO CUA THOI KY CACH MANG
Philip Freneau (1752 -1832)

Philip Freneau 12 thi s di két hop nhiing rung dong mdi mé ctia cht nghia lang man chau Au,
va ciing thoat ly khoi tinh chat mé phong chung chung mo hd cia nhém The Hartford Wits.
Cai diéu dan dén ca thanh cong 1an that bai cta 6ng chinh 14 tinh than say mé dan cha két hop
v6i cé tinh cimg nhéc.

Chang c6 gi dé nghi ngd tinh than yéu nudc nhiét thanh cua nhom The Hartford Wits, ho
phan anh quan niém bao thu van hoa néi chung cua nhiing tang 16p tri thirc. Freneau cam
ghét thai ¢ ngoan cb ciia dam trung thanh véi Mau quoc, phé phan 161 viét quy toc, thuan tay
tu bién ¢ Hartford, thai d6 bao hoang va sy phan biét dang cap cua ho. Mic du Freneau rat
uyén bac, thong kim bac ¢d nhu bat ky mot tac gia ndo trong nhém The Hartford Wits, éng dé
dang hdi nhép vai lan song tu do, dan chu.

La mot ngudi theo phai Huguenote (Tin lanh tién bd Phap), Freneau tham gia vao cudc chién
tranh cach mang véi tu cach 1a mdt dan quan tu v¢. Vao nadm 1780, 6ng bi bat va bi giam gilt
trong hai chiéc tau ctia Anh, noi 6ng suyt chét trudc khi gia dinh xoay x& giai thoat duoc cho
o6ng. Bai tho cta dng The British Prison Ship (Con tau nha ti ctia bon Anh) 1a mot 101 két an
cay déng su doc 4c cia ngudi Anh “nhimg nguoi mudn nhudm ca thé gidi nay bang mau”.
Bai tho nay va nhimg tac phdm cach mang khac bao gdm: Eutaw Springs (Mua xuin &
Eutaw), American Liberty (Tu do MY), A Political Litany (Sach kinh chinh tri), A Midnight
Consultation (Cudc hoi dam luc nira d€m), George the Third’s Soliloquy (Poan ddc thoai cua
George dé Tam) dd mang dén cho 6ng danh hi¢u “Nha tho ctia cudc cach mang My”.

Freneau lam bién tap cho nhiéu t& bao, sudt doi danh nhiét huyét cho 1y tudng vi dai vé mot
nén dan chu. Khi Thomas Jefferson giup 6ng 14p nén t& National Gazette chién dau, chong
phai Lién bangm) nam 1791, Freneau tro thanh ngudi chil bt day sirc manh va c6 tinh than
dau tranh khong khoan nhuong nhat & My, va 1a ngudi tién nhiém cia hang loat tén tudi ling
danh nhu William Cullen Bryant, William Lloyd Garrison va H. L. Mencken.

2 Yankee: mt céi tén ma ngudi mién Nam goi ngudi mién Bic mot cach giéu cot.
"3 Phai Lién bang (Federalist) cht trrong danh nhiéu quyén Iyc cho chinh quyén lién bang.
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La mét nha tho va chu but, Freneau gin bo voi 1y tuong dan chi ciia minh. Nhitng bai tho ndi
tiéng clia 6ng dang tai trén bao la dé cho doc gia binh dan, véi 4m huong chu dao la ngoi ca
nhiing van dé cia nguoi My. Bai tho Virtue of Tobacco (Loi ich cay thudc 14) dé cap dén cay
thubc 1a dia phuong, ngudn séng ctia nen kinh té mién Nam, con bai tho The Jug of Rum
(Ruou manh) ca tung loai rrou nay & mlen West Indies, mot mat hang quan trong cua nén
thwong mai non tré My va la mit hang xuét khau chinh cia Tan thé gi6i. Nhimg con ngudi
M5 hét strc binh thuong hién dién trong bai The Pilot of Hatteras (Ngudi phi cong &
Hatteras) ciing nhu trong nhiing bai tho vé nhiing bac si gia hiéu va nhiing giao si 10ng ngon.

Freneau di dat dén phong cach binh dan ty nhién thich hop véi nén dan chu that su, nhung
ong ciing dong thdi vuron tdi mot phong cach trix tinh tan cd dién cao nha thé hién rd nét trong
nhitng bai tho thuong dugc tuyén chon nhu 1 The Wild Honey Suckle (Hoa c6 huong"® -
1786), goi 1én hinh anh vé lim cdy noi qué nha ngao ngat hwong. Mii cho dén nhitng nim
1820 - thoi diém dugc coi 1a khai dau caa van hoc Phuc hung My, thi ca My méi vuot qua
dugc nhirng dinh cao ma Freneau di dat d&én trudc d6 40 nam.

Nhitng co sé ting cuong cho thanh tu vin hoc trong twong lai da duoc dit nén mong tir
nhirng ndm dau tién. Chu nghia Dan tdc tao ngudn cam himg cho cac tac pham trong nhiéu
lanh vuc, dan dén mot sic cam thy m6i cho nhirng gi mang tinh cach My. Noah Webster
(1758 - 1843) da soan mot cudn tir dién My, cung 1a mét hoc gia noi tiéng va mot ngudi soan
sach chinh ta quan trong cho truong hoc. Cudn sach day chinh ta (Spelling Book) ctia ong
ban ra hon 100 triéu ban trong nhiéu ndm. Nhimng cudn tir dién Webster duoc cap nhat hoa
van con mang tinh chuan muc cho dén ngay nay. Cubn American Geography (Pia ly My) do
Jedidiah Morse bién soan la mot tac pham tham khao rat ndi tiéng, da gop phan nang cao
trinh d6 hiéu biét vé chinh ving dat My¥ von da ménh mong lai luén dugec moé rong. Mot sb
tac pham hay nhat mic du khong thuan tay 13 tic pham vin chuong cua thoi ky nay 1a nhat
ky cta nhimg nguoi vira la nha dinh cu tién phong vura 1a nha tham hiém nhu la Meriwether
Lewis (1774 - 1809) va Zebulon Pike (1779 - 1813), viét nhitng ciu chuyén vé nhirng cudc
tham hiém khép 1anh thd Louisiana, phan dit ménh méng cua luc dia Bic My ma Thomas
Jefferson da mua lai cua Napoléon nam 1803.

CAC NHA VAN VIET TIEU THUYET

Nhiing nha vin viét tiéu thuyét dau tién dugc dai chung ngay nay cong nhan nhu Charles
Brockden Brown, Washington Irving va James Fenimore Cooper da str dung cac chi dé vé
M¥, cac bdi canh lich sir, nhitng dé tai vé sy vo thuong voi giong diéu mang mau sic hoai
niém. Ho str dung nhiéu thé loai vin xudi, khoi xudng nhitng hinh thirc méi va bang nhiéu
cach thirc méi mé dung van hoc lam nghé kiém séng. Cung voi ho, van hoc My bét dau duoc
biét dén va thuong thirc & dat My ciing nhur & nudc ngoai.

Charles Brockden Brown (1771 - 1810)

Pugc nhéc téi nhw nha vin My chuyén nghiép dau tién, Charles Brockden Brown léy ngudn
cam hing tr cac nha van Anh nhu nit si Radcliffe va William Godwin (Radcliffe ndi tiéng
v6i nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét kinh di mang phong cach; Godwin 1a tiéu thuyét gia va 1a nha cai
cach x4 hoi, ciing 12 bd ciia Mary Sheller, nguoi viét cudn Frankernstein va lay nha tho Percy
Bysshe Shelley).

4 v& tya cua bai tho nay ching t6i xin tam dua ra mot ci tua dya vao ndi dung cua bai tho.
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Bi thuc day boi sy déi nghéo, Brown voi va phong but viét bén cudn tiéu thuyét hap dan
trong hai nam: Wieland (1798), Arthur Mervyn (1799), Ormond (1799) va Edgar Huntley
(1799). Trong nhiing cubn nay, dng phat trién mot thé loai Gothic M¥. Tleu thuyét mang
phong cach la mét the loai thong dung vao thoi ky do, déc biét thich ndi Ve nhitng béi canh
hoang di va ky la, vé chiéu sau tam Iy bét 6n va nhimg diéu ky bi. Lam nén cho nhimg cau
chuyén do6 la nhimg toa lau dai hay tu vién hoang phé, db nat, nhirng hon ma, nhing diu bi
mat huyén bi, nhitng nhén vt gieo ric ndi kinh hoang, nhiing trinh nit c6 don ton tai duoc
nhod vao tri thong minh va sttc manh tam linh cta ho.

O vao giai doan hung thinh nhat, nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét nhu vay da dem lai cam gidc manh
day hai hung va nhimg 4m anh ma thuét, cung véi nhitng tim kiém sau xa vao tam hon con
ngudi trong nhitng trang thai cuc doan. Cac nha phé binh cho rang cam quan trong céc tiéu
thuyét Gothic cia Brown dién dat nhitng 4u lo sdu sic vé thé ché xa hoi chua hoan chinh cua
mot dat nude con non tré.

Brown tai hién nhirng bdi canh dic biét cia nuoc My. La mot ngudi giau y tuong, 6ng da
kich héa nhiing Iy thuyét khoa hoc, phat trién mot Iy thuyet riéng vé tiéu thuyét va 6ng da dat
dugc nhitng dinh cao van chuong mau myc mdc du song ngheo khé. Dau c6 sai sot, nhitng
tac pham cua 6ng co6 sitc manh kinh ngudi. Ciing véi thoi gian, 6ng duge nhin nhan 13 nguoi
md& duong cho cac nha van lang man nhu Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville va Nathaniel
Hawthorne. Ong dién ta nhitng ndi so hai tiém thirc ma cac nha van lac quan thoi Khai sang
cb tinh 1an tranh.

Washington Irving (1789 -1859)

La con ut trong mét gia dinh thuong gia giau c6 & New York co6 tédi 11 dira con, Washington
Irving timg 1a dai sir ngoai giao va van héa & chau Au, gidng nhu Benjamin Franklin va
Nathaniel Hawthorne. Du rat tai ning, c6 thé 6ng da khong tré thanh mot nha van chuyén
nghiép, mét cai nghé xétra chfmg kiém duoc bao nhiéu tién, néu khéng c6 mot loat bién ¢b
ngau nhién dua day 6ng dén véi nghé viét lach. Qua ban be, 6ng da xuat ban cudn Sketch
Book (Phac thao - 1819-1820) cung mdt luc ca & Anh 1an M§, nhan duogc ban quyén va nhuan
bt ¢ cd hai noi.

Trong cudn Sketch Book cta Geoffrye Crayon (bit hiéu cua Irving) c6 2 truyén dang nhé
nhat 1a Rip Van Winkle va The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (Truyén thuyét vé thung ling Budn
ngu). Tu “sketch” (phac thao) m6 ta mot cach thich hop van phong tinh té, trau chudt tuy c6
phan phéng ting cua Irving, va ¢ ‘crayon” nghia la “tranh chi mau” n6i 1én tai nang cua mot
hoa si c6 kha nang sir dung mau sac, co the sang tao nhiing sic do phong pht va tinh té va
nhitng hiéu qua gay xtic dong. Trong cudn Sketch Book, ngoi but cua Irving di bién day nii
Catskill chay doc con séng Hudson phia béc thanh phé New York thanh mot ving dat ma
thuat, huyén hoic.

Doc gia My don nhan cai “lich st tudng tugng vé diy nui Catskill cua ong voi long biét on,
mac dau sy that 1a (ho khong duoc biét), ong da vay muon tir nhitng cau chuyén ¢ Duec.

Dau vay, Irving da ting nuéc M¥ cai ma ho rat can trong cai thé gidi vat chat, hdn mang cia
nhiing nam dau, d6 1a mdt cach lién hé day tudng tugng dén vung dat mai.

Khéng mdt nha van nao dat dugc thanh cong nhu Irving trong viéc nhan cach hoa mét vung

dat, dat cho mot cai tén, tao ra mot khuon mat va dung 1én mot chudi huyén thoai vé no. Cau
chuyén chang Rip Van Winkle, ngt sudt 20 nam, khi thire day dé thay thudc dia da gianh
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dugc doc 1ap, da bién thanh mot truyén thuyét dan gian. N6 duoc chuyén thé sang san khu,
di vao van hoéa truyén khau va dan da dugc nhiéu thé hé nguoi My chap nhan nhu la mot
huyeén thoai My dich thuec.

Irving da kham pha va dap tmg yéu cdu vé y thirc lich sir cua mot quéc gia non tré. Rat nhidu
tac pham cua ong co thé dugc xem la nhirng cb gang hét minh dé kién tao bo mit tinh than
ciia mot quéc gia m6i mé vé nhiéu mat bang cach sang tao lai lich str, trao cho no hot tho cua
su song va cing vai diéu do 1a cude song tran day sac mau tuong tuong. Irving ¢6 khuynh
hudng chon nhiing de tai chira dyng nhiéu kich tinh nhét trong lich sir nudc My: su kham pha
ra Tan thé gidi, vi tong thong va anh hung dén toc dau tién, cude chinh phuc mién Tay. Tac
pham dau tay ctia 6ng History of New York (Lich st New York -1809) 1a mot tac pham choéi
sang, c6 tinh trao phing vé thoi ky New York con 1a khu dinh cu do ngudi Ha Lan thanh 1ap.
Cudn sach dugc coi nhu 13 cia tac gia Diedrich Knickerbocker (va ké tir d6 né 1a tén goi
chung cho ban be Irving va nhiing nha van New York thoi do, truong phai “Knickerbocker™).

James Fenimore Cooper (1789 -1851)

Ciing nhu Irving, James Fenimore Cooper 1a nha van d3 khoi day y thirc vé& qua khtr va gay
dung cho n6 mét moi truong va dat cho n6 mot cai tén. Dau vy, nguoi ta tim thiy & Cooper
mot truyén thuyét day sticc manh vé mot thoi vang son va ndi dau vé sy mat mat do. _Trong khi
Irving va nhitng nha vin M¥ khac trudc hodc sau thoi ciia ong ling suc khip chau Au dé tim
kiém nhitng huyén thoai, nhiing lau dai c6 va nhitng d¢ tai vi dai, Cooper trung thanh véi
huyén thoai co ban ciia nudc My: rang né vinh ctru, ciing nhu su hoang di vay. Lich sir nudc
My 1a mét sy xam nhép vao sy vinh hr:ing; lich sir chau Au dién ra & My 1a mot su suy vong
trong Vuon Dia dang. Nguoi ta ludt méit qua chu ky sinh thai cta ty nhién chi 1a dé hiry hoai
né: sy hoang da bién mat trudc mat ngudi My, chang con dau vét gi trude mét thé hé nhiing
ngudi khai khén ké tiép, nhu mot phép la.

Day 1a cai nhin co ban mang tinh bi quan cta Cooper trudc sy tan hily chua x6t ciia ¢6i hoang
da, von dugc xem la Vuon Dia dang mdi ting thu hat nhitng ngudi nhap cu dén day trong
budi dau.

Kinh nghiém riéng da cho pheép Cooper co thé viét mot cach sinh dong vé sy bién doi cua cac
vung dat hoang da va vé nhiing chu dé khac nhu bién va nhiing xung dot ctia cac dan toc c6
nén van hda khac nhau. La con ctiia m¢t gia dinh theo gido phai Quaker, 6ng 16n 1én trong
mdt trang trai xa x0i ctia cha minh & Otsego Lake (bay gio 1a Cooperstown), giita tiéu bang
New York. Mic du ving nay tuong d6i yén binh khi Cooper con nién thiéu, no ting 1a noi
dién ra canh tan sat ngudi Da do. Cau bé Fenimore Cooper gan nhu 16n 1én trong mot moi
truong phong kién. Cha 6ng, chanh an Cooper, ciing 1a mot chu dat va 1a mot nha lanh dao.
Khi con bé Cooper da chimg kién tran chlen gilta nhirg nguoi khai hoang va nguoi Da do.
Sau nay chinh nhirng nguoi dinh cu Da trang liéu mang di xam pham dét dai cta 6ng.

Natty Bumppo, mét nhan vat ndi tiéng trong van chuong cua Cooper, thé hién quan diém cua
ong vé nguoi khan hoang nhu mot con nguot lich 1am, mét “nha quy tc tur trong maw’ ’ kiéu
Jefferson. Vao dau nam 1823, trong cudn The Pioneers (Nhiing nguoi mo dat), Cooper di bat
dau khai sinh ra Bumppo. Natty la nhan vét nguoi khai hoang dau tién trong van hoc My va
1a tién than van hoc ctia vo s6 chang cao bdi va nhitng anh hing hao han ving xa x6i héo
lanh. Chang ta la con ngudi mang tu do ca nhan, chinh truc, va dugc 1y tuong hoa - mdt con
nguoi con t6t dep hon cai xa hoi ma anh ta bao vé€. Nghéo, don doc nhung rat muc trong
sang, anh ta 1a thudc do cho nhiing gia tri dao dirc va 14 tién than cho nhén vat Billy Budd cta
Herman Melville va Huck Finn ctia Mark Twain.
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Natty Bumppo duoc sang tao mdt phan dwa vao nguyén mau vé mot ngudi My c6 cong khai
khan d4t hoang -Daniel Boone - mot nguoi ciing theo phai Quaker nhu Cooper. Ciing nhur
Boone, Natty Bumpo 1a m¢t anh hung hao han va hon nira la mét nguoi yéu hoa binh dugc
mot bd toc Da do thira nhan. Ca Boone va nhéan vat Bumppo hu ciu déu yéu thién nhién va ty
do. Ho lién tuc di chuyén vé hudng Tay dé thoat khoi lan séng nhiing nguoi dinh cu ké tiép
ma ho da dua duong vao ving dat - hoang da. Ho da tr¢ thanh nhing huyén thoai ngay trong
khi con sdng. Natty ciing c6 doi sdng ndi tAm sdu sic, hét sirc cao thuong va tran day nhiing
khat vong cao dep. Anh la chang Hiép si Co dbe gido trong nhiing cu6n tiéu thuyét thoi
Trung c6 dugc dit vao canh rimg trinh nguyén va dat dai soi da cia chau My.

Soi day lién két nam cudn tiéu thuyét trong tuyén tap dudi céi tén Leather - Stocking Tales
(Truyén ké vé anh chang di bittat da) 1a ké vé cudc doi Natty Bumppo. La thanh qua tot dep
nhit cua Cooper, chung tao nén mdt b sur thi béng van xudi d6 so voi bdi canh 1a luc dia Bic
My, cac b lac Da d6 1a cac nhan vat, nhitng cudc giao tranh vi dai, cudc di dan Tay tién 1a
nhitng su kién 1am bbi canh xa hoi. Nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét d6 da lam séng lai mot nude My
tién phong tir nim 1740 dén 1804.

Tac pham cua Cooper da khéc hoa nhitng dot séng lién tuc cia dong ngudi tim kiém nhing
khu dinh cu méi & bién gidi: ving hoang so nguyén thiy ctia ngudi Da do; sy xuat hién
nhing ngudi Da trang dau tién: nhitng ngudi dan dudng, binh linh, nha buon, va nhitng nguoi
di mo rong bién gioi; r0i dén lan song nhiing gia dinh dinh cu nghéo kho va thé 15; va sau
cung la tang 16p trung luu, cung nhimg ngudi co nghé chuyén mén dau tién -quan toa, thay
thudc va chii ngan hang. Mdi 1an song dén sau lai thay thé 1an song truge, nguoi Da trang
chiém dat ciia nguoi Da d6, bude ho phai rit sau vé phia Tay; nhirng tang 16p trung luu “vin
minh” xay dung truong hoc, nha thd, va ca nha ti xua dudi ddm ngudi ha luu, séng theo 16i
tu do ca nhan - tuy c¢6 cong trong cudc chinh phuc dat hoang -di xa hon nita vé hudng Tay dé
ho lai 1an luot thay thé nguoi Da do da dén trude.

Trong khi tai hi€n dong ngudi nhap cu vo tan, nhu mot sy that khong thé khac duoc, Cooper
da nhin thay khong chi nhiing cai dugc ma con ca nhiing cai mat.

Tiéu thuyét caa Cooper boc 16 mau thudn sdu séc giita ca nhan don doc va xa hoi, gitra tu
nhién va vin hoa, giita doi song tam linh va ton giao co t6 chirc. Trong tac pham cia Cooper,
ca thé gidi ty nhién va ngudi Da do déu tot dep tir trong ban chét -nhu thé d6 1a vuong quc
hét sirc van minh gan lién v6i nhitng nhan vat c¢6 van hoa nhit ctia ong. Nhan vat trung gian
thudng 1a nhirg nguoi dinh cu Da trang nghéo kho, tham lam, that hoc, da nghi va qua th6
thién dé c6 thé thuong thirc vé dep thién nhién va nhing gia tri van hoa, tinh than. Ciing nhu
Rudyard Kipling, E.M. Forster, Herman Merville, va nhimg nha quan sat nhay cam khac ting
nhin thay cho rang céc nen van hoa 16n rat da dang tac dong lan nhau, Cooper la nguoi theo
chu thuyét trong ddi vé van hoa. Ong hiéu rang chang c6 mot nén vin hoa nao cd doc quyén
vé dao dirc va trinh do ngh¢ thuat.

Cooper chdp nhéan nét riéng trong diéu kién song cua nudc My con Irving thi khong. Irving
nhin bbi canh My nhu mot ngudi chau Au - bang cach du nhap va m6 phong huyén thoai, vin
hoa va lich sir chau Au. Cooper da di mot bude xa hon trong tién trinh nay. Ong sang tao nén
bbi canh MY, nhiing chu dé va nhan vat My dic thu méi me. Ong cling la nha van dau tién
ma tac pham vang 1én 4m huong bi kich trd di tro lai trong tiéu thuyét My.

VAN CHUONG CUA PHU NU VA CAC CONG BDONG THIEU SO
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Mic du thoi thue dia di san sinh mot s6 nha van nit dang chu y ¥, ky nguyén Cach mang da
khong day manh hon sy nghiép van hoc ctia ho va cac nhom thiéu s du cho nhiéu truong
hoc, tap chi, nhat bao va cau lac bo van hoc moc 1én & khap noi. Nhitng nguoi phuy nit thoi
thudc dia nhu Anne Bradstreet, Anne Hutchinson, Ann Cotton va Sarah Kemble Knight da co
mot anh huong trong van hoc va xa hoi dang ké mic cho nhitng diéu kién séng so khai va
nguy hiém; trong 18 phu nir dén M¥ trén con tau Mayflower vao ndm 1620, chi c6 4 nguoi
song sot qua ndm dau tién. Vao cai thoi ma mot co thé khoe manh duoc xem 14 quan trong,
va hoan canh séng thi ddy bién dong, mot tai nang bam sinh c6 thé dé dang dugc thé hién.
Nhung khi nhiing thé ché van héa duoc thé thirc hda trong mot nude cong hoa mdi mé, phu
nir va cong dong thiéu sb bi loai dan ra khoi nhitng thé ché do.

Phillis Wheatley (khodng 1753 - 1784)

Xét dén nhirng diéu kién séng gian kho trong budi dau & My, tré tréu thay, nhitng bai tho hay
nhit cua thoi ky nay lai 1a cia mot nit nd 1€ kiét xuat. Tac gia My géc Phi chau duoc liét vao
hang quan trong dau tién & Hoa Ky 1a Phillis Wheatley sinh & chau Phi va dugc dua dén
Boston, bang Massachusetts, khi ba chi mdi khoang 7 tudi. Ba dugc mot thg may tur tam va
gidu c6 1a John Wheatley mua vé dé hdu ha vo minh. Ong ba Wheatley nhan ra su thong
minh xuét chiing cta Phillis va voi sy giup d& cia ngudi con géi ciia ho 1a Mary, Phillis da
hoc doc va viét.

Cac chu dé trong tho ciia Wheatley déu 1a ton giao va phong cach tho cua ba 1a Tan co dién
cling giébng nhu phong cach cua Philip Freneau. Trong sb nhiing bai tho ndi tiéng nhat cta ba,
bai tho 7o S.M, a Young African Painter, on Seeing His Works (Gui S.M, hoa si tré Phi chau
trong 1an viéng tham xudng v&) 1a mot bai tho ca ngoi va khich 1& mot tai ning Da den khéc,
va cling la mot bai tho ngén thé hién xuc cam ton giao manh m¢& da dugc gan loc qua kinh
nghiém cai gido theo dao Thién Chua cia ba. Bai tho nay lam cho vai nha phé binh duong
thoi cam thay kho chiu -nhiing nha phé binh Da tring khé 61 chiu vi ho thdy né uéc 18, va
nhirng nha phé binh Da den khé chiu vi bai tho d3 khong chdng lai su phi dao dirc ctia ché do
no 1€. Tuy nhién bai tho 1a mot tdm su chan thanh, n6 ddi dau véi chu nghia phan biét ching
tdc cua nguoi Da trang va khang dinh quyén binh dang tim linh. Nhu vdy, Wheatley 13 nguoi
dau tién phat biéu nhiing van dé nay mot cach ddy tin twong trong thi ca. Nhu trong bai On
Being Brought from Africa to America (Khi bi dem tir chau Phi sang M¥) ¢6 doan:

An hué nao da mang toi tie manh dat vé than

Day tam hén tam t6i cia téi biét nhdn thire.

Rang ¢ mét Chiia troi va ciing c6 Pang Ciru réi

Dd mét thoi t6i khong biét va khong kiém tim civu vt

Cé ai d6 dd nhin chiing téi véi dnh mat khinh khi

“Mau da chung nhuém mau cua quy”

Xin hay nho’j, cde tin do Co Doc, nguoi Da den, tam t6i nhw Cain
Ciing c6 thé dwoc thanh tay, va cing di chuyén tau thién sir.

(15

CAC NHA VAN NU KHAC

"% Cain: trong Cyu ude, Cain 1a con trai trudng cua Adam va Eva, da giét em trai ciia minh [a Abel. Cain - mdt
noéng dan - da hét stre gidn dit khi Chua Troi cho phép Abel 1am nguoi chan clru nén da giet em va bi Chia day
di biét xu.
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Nhiéu nha vin nir thanh dat thoi ky Cach mang lai dugc chinh cac hoc gid ung ho ntr quyén
kham pha. Susanna Rowson (khoang 1762 - 1824) 1a mt trong nhimg tiéu thuyét gia chuyén
nghiép dau tién & My. Di san ciia ba gom bay tiéu thuyét trong d6 cudn thudc vao loai ban
chay nhét 1a Charlotte Temple (Dén tho Charlotte - 1791). Sach ciia ba ndi 1én cac chii dé vé
quyén binh déng cta phu nit, sy pha b ché do no 1¢, ba da miéu ta ngudi My Da dé v6i mot
su kinh trong.

Mot nha van khac bi chim trong lang quén sudt thoi gian dai la Hannah Foster (1758 - 1840),
tac gia cudn tiéu thuyét an khach The Coquette (Dira lang lo - 1797) viét vé mot ngudi phu
nit tré bi xau xé gitta dirc hanh va cam do. Bi quyén rl boi mot tu si lanh lung ri bi chinh
ngudi d6 khudc tir, bo roi, nang sinh mot dira con rdi chét trong c¢o don.

Judith Sargent Murray (1751 - 1820) phai xuét ban sach dudi mot cai tén nam giéi dé nguoi
ta cht ¥ mot cach nghiém tic dén tac pham ctia minh. Mercy Otis Warren (1728 -1814) 1a
mot nha tho, st gia, nha soan kich, nha van cham biém va mot nguoi ai quéc. Ba t6 chirc cac
cudc nhom hop thoi ky tién cach mang tai nha, cong kich ngudi Anh trong nhing vé kich dic
sdc va viét bo lich st tién bo duong thoi duy nhét vé cach mang My.

Nhung 14 thu gitta nhiing ngudi phu nit nhu ba Mercy Otis Warren va Abigail Adams, va
nhimg thu tir no1 chung, la nhirng tai liéu quan trong vé thoi ky d6. Vi du, Abigail Adams Vlet
cho chong ba - John Adams (sau nay 1a vi tong thong thir 2 cia M) - vao ndm 1776 yéu cau
su doc 1ap cua phu nit phai duoc bao dam trong hién phap tuong lai ciia Hoa Ky.
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Chuong 3
THOI KY LANG MAN 1820 - 1860
NHUNG CAY BUT TIEU LUAN VA CAC THI SI

Chu nghia lang man, bét ngudn tir Ptec roi nhanh chong lan sang Anh, Phap va xa hon, rdi
dén M¥ khoang nam 1820, trén dudi 20 nim sau khi William Wordsworth va Samuel Taylor
Coleridge 1am cudc cach mang thi ca Anh bang viéc xuat ban tap Lyrical Ballads (Tho trit
tinh). O My ciing nhu chau Au thoi d6, mot quan diém méi mé tuoi tin truyén di nhu dong
dién trong gidi nghé s, tri thire. Tuy vay, cling c6 mot sy khac biét quan trong: chu nghia
lang man ¢ My xdy ra cung luc voi thoi ky banh truéng quoc gia va su kham pha giong di¢u
riéng cua nudc My. Sy cung ¢b dic trung qudc gia va su trdi day cua cha nghia 1y tudng ciing
v6i niém dam mé chu nghia ling man da nuodi dudng nhiing kiét tac ciia “thoi Phuc hung
My”.

Nhimng tu tréng lang man tap trung quanh ngh¢ thuat nhu nguon cam hung, nhu chiéu kich
thAm my va tdm linh cua c5i ty nhién va nhu nhimg an du vé su phat trién hiru co.

Nhing tac gia cua chu nghia Lang man Iy luan rang ngh¢ thuat, chir khong phai khoa hoc, co
thé dién ta tot nhat Ve chan 1y pho quat. Ho ciing nhan manh tam quan trong ctia nghé thuat
biéu hién d6i v6i mdi c4 nhan va xa hoi. Trong tiéu luan The Poet (Nha tho - 1844) Ralph
Waldo Emerson, c6 1& 1 tac gia co anh hudng 16n nhét cia thoi ky Lang man, khang dinh:

Con nguoi ta song bang chan Iy va c6 nhu cau tw biéu hién. Trong tinh yéu, trong nghé
thudt, trong long tham, trong chinh tri, trong lao dong, trong vui dia, ching ta hoc dé
thét ra nhitng bi an dau dém cia ching ta. Con nguoi chi la mét nira ciia minh, nira kia
chinh la sy dién dat tw twong cua anh ta.

Su phat trién cai toi tré thanh mot chu dé quan trong; trong d6 su tu nhan thure 1a phuong
phap co ban. Néu theo 1y luan cua chu nghia lang man, cai toi ciia con ngudi va tu nhién la
mét, thi su tu biét minh khong phai 1a muc dich hoan toan vi ky ma la mdt cach nhan thirc ¢6
hudéng mé ra cling toan thé vii tru.

Khi cdi t61 cia mOt ngudi cling hop nhat lam mot véi toan nhén loai thi khi ay mdi c4 nhan co
mot bon phan dao duic trong viée cai tao nhiing bat binh dang trong xa hoi va lam voi di ndi
kho dau cta con ngudi. Ban ngi -cai t6i dugc cac thé hé trude cho 1a day tinh vi ky da duge
dinh nghia lai. Nhitng tir kép méi v6i y nghia tich cuc da xuat hién: “ty nhan thirc”, “tu biéu
hién”, “ty tin”. Khi cai t6i chi quan don nhat tré nén quan trong, thi lanh dia tdm 1y ciing trd
thanh quan yéu. Nhing k¥ thuat va hiéu qua mang tinh nghé thuét dic biét dugc phat trién dé
khoi day nhiing trang thai tim 1y cao cp. Cai “siéu pham” - hiéu qua cua cai dep trong sy
hung vi (vi dy, mét canh quan nhin tir mét dinh nui) - da tao ra nhitng cam giac s¢ hai, ton
kinh, choang ngop va sttc manh vuot ra ngoai su hiéu biét ctia con ngudi.

Chu nghia Ling man chiém uu thé va thich hop voi hau hét nhimg nha tho va nhimg nha tiéu
ludn My. Rung nui bao la, sa mac v6 tan va mién nhiét d6i ménh mong cua nudc My 1a hién
than cta cai “siéu pham”. Tinh than ling man dudng nhu dic biét thich hop véi nén dan chi
M§: n6 dé cao chii nghia ca nhan, ton vinh gia tri ctia con ngudi binh thuong, va hudng vao
su tudng tuong diy cam hing dé tim nhitng gia tri thim my va dao dirc. Chic han nhiing tac
gia theo chi nghia si€u nghiém 6 New England: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David
Thoreau va b?mg hiru cua ho - da dugc trao luu Lang man kich thich dé vuon téi mot sy
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khang dinh lac quan va méi mé. New England chinh 1a manh dat mau m& cua hat giéng lang
man chu nghia.

CHU NGHIA SIEU NGHIEM

Phong trao Si€u nghiém trong van hoc la sy phan ng chéng lai cht nghia Duy ly thé ky thu
18 va 1a biéu hién ctia khuynh huéng nhéan ban trong cac trao luu tu tuong thé ky thtr 19. Trao
luu nay dat nén tang trén niém tin co ban vao sy hop nhét cia The gi¢i va Thuong dé. Linh
hén cta m01 c4 nhan duoc xem 1a dong dang véi vil try - mot tiéu vii try trong dai vi tru. Hoc
thuyét vé tu - tin - cdy va chi nghia ca nhan da phat trién thong qua niém tin vao sy dong
nhat cta linh hon mdi con nguoi véi Thuong dé.

Trao luu Siéu nghiém gan bo mat thiét véi Concord, mot lang nho & New England cach
Boston 32km vé phia tdy. Concord la ving dinh cu sau trong d4t lién dau tién cta thudc dia
Vinh Massachusetts budi ban dau. Pugc rimg cay bao quanh, n6 da va van 1a mot thi tran
thanh binh dii gan dé c6 thé tiép xtic véi nhitng bai giang, nhimg hiéu sach va nhimg truong
dai hoc & Boston dé co thé gat hai that nhiéu qua ngot tri thirc, nhung cling du xa dé gitt dugc
su thanh khiét. Concord ciing 12 noi xdy ra cudce chién déu tién ciia cach mang Hoa Ky va bai
tho ciia Ralph Waldo Emerson tuong nho vé tran chién do, Concord Hymn (Ban tung ca
Concord), c6 mot kho tho md dau noi tiéng trong vian hoc My:

Bén chiéc cau thé so bdc ngang dong miede

La co bay trong gio thang Tu

Ba ¢6 thoi ¢ ddy nguoi néng déan dimg 1én chién dau
Tiéng sung ciia ho vang lén trén khdp dia cau.

Concord 1 1anh dia thon di dau tién cua cac nghé si My va 1a noi dau tién céng hién mot
chon Iya tinh than va vin héa cho chi nghia vat chat My. N6 ciing 14 noi dién ra cac cudc
dam lun tu tuéng va cude séng gian don dam bac (ca Emerson 1an Henry David Thoreau
déu tu trong rau). Emerson dén Concord nam 1834, va Thoreau 1 nhitng ngudi gin bé nhat
v6i thi trdn nay, nhung dia danh nay ciing 16i cudn ca nha vin Nathaniel Hawthorne, nha vin
d4u tranh cho nit quyén Margaret Fuller, nha gido duc (va 1a cha cia nha vin Louisa May '
Alcott) Bronson Alcott, va nha tho William Ellery Channing. Cau lac b Si€u nghi¢m dugc td
chirc mot cach rat thoang dat vao 1836 va bao gém, & nhiéu thoi diém, Emerson, Thoreau,
Fuller, Channing, Bronson Alcott, Orestes Brownson (mdt muc su hang dﬁu), Theodore
Parker (mot muc su ung ho bai bo ché d6 n6 1) va nhimng nguoi khac.

Nhimng ngudi theo chii nghia Siéu nghiém xuat ban mét tap chi ra hang quy, t& The Dial, ton
tai dugc 4 nam. Margaret Fuller 1am chu bt dau tién va vé sau 1a Emerson. Ho din than ca
vao linh vyc cai cach xa hoi cling nhu van hoc. Mot s6 nguoi theo chul nghia Siéu nghi€ém
ung ho viéc bai bo ché d6 no 18, va mot sd tham gia vao cac cong déng cua chu nghia xa héi
khong twdng thir nghiém, ching han nhu Brook Farm (Trai Brook) & gan diy (duoc
Hawthorne mo ta trong cubn The Blithedale Romance (Khuc ca thung liing hanh phuc) va
Fruilands.

Khac v6i nhiéu nha van chau Au, cac nha van theo phai Siéu nghiém khong dua ra mot ban
tuyén ngdn ndo. Ho van duy tri quan diém vé nhitng khac biét ca nhan - vé kién quan doc dao
clia c4 nhan. Vé mit nay, cac nha van lang man Siéu nghiém My day chii nghia c4 nhan tién
bd dén cuc diém. Cac nha vin My thuong xem minh 14 nhitng ngudi tham hiém don doc bén
ngoai co ciu va quy ude xa hoi. Nguoi hing My - nhu thuyén truong Ahab ciia Herman
Melville, Huck Finn ciia Mark Twain hay Arthur Gordon Pym ctuia Edgar Allan Poe - thuong
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duong dau voi hiém nguy, tham chi véi ca sy huy diét, trong viée theo dudi sy tim kiém ban
than mang tinh chat siéu hinh. Déi v6i cac nha van ling man My ching c6 gi 1a diéu chic
chan. Nhiing quy udc trong véan hoc va xa hoi, chang may may c6 ich loi gi, lai nguy hlem
Mot ép luc khong 16 thiic bach cac nha van kham pha ra mgt hinh thire, ni dung va tiéng noi
cho mot nén van hoc dich thuc - tit ca déu cung mot luc. RO rang, nhiéu kiét tac san sinh ra
trong 3 thap ky trude cude ndi chién My (1861 - 1865) 1a két qua cua viée cac nha vin My
vuon 1én d6i dau véi thir thach.

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 - 1882)

Ralph Waldo Emerson, nhén vét hang dau trong thoi ky ciia 6ng, di c6 ¥ thirc vé mot st
ménh c6 y nghia ton gido. Mac du nhiéu ngudi Ién an 6ng la da pha hoai Thién Chua giao,
ong giai thich rang, voi 6ng “dé phung sy Chiia tot hon 6ng can phai ra khoi nha tho”. Bai
dién vin 6ng doc nam 1838 & trudng hoc ctia minh, truong Harvard Divinity (Harvard Hién
Linh) khién 6ng lai cAm cira sut 30 nam. Trong bai nay, Emerson két toi Gido hoi 14 dd hanh
xtr “nhu thé Chuia dd chét” va da nhin manh cac gido diéu dong thdi bop nghet doi sdng tinh
than cta con ngudi.

Triét Iy cia Emerson duoc goi 1a triét 1y nguoc, va dung 1a 6ng da co ¥ thire tranh xay dung
mot hé thong 1y luan logic vi mot hé théng duy 1y nhu thé s& phi nhan niém tin ling man cta
ong vao truc giac va tinh bat dinh ctia tam hon con ngudi. Trong tiéu luan Self - Reliance (Tu
tin vao minh) ctia ong, Emerson nhan manh: “Sy kién dinh ngu si 1a 1ii quy trong nhiing dau
o0c bé nho”. Tuy vay, dng da kién dinh mét cach phi thuong trong 101 kéu goi khai sinh chu
nghia ca nhan My, lay tu nhién lam cam himg sang tao. Hau hét nhitng y tudng cha dao cua
6ng: nhu cau vé mot tim nhin qudc gia co tinh d6i mai, phat huy cac kinh nghiém ca nhén,
khai niém Linh-Hon-Toan- Nang cta vii tru va cha thuyét dén bu, dugc dé cap dén trong tac
pham du tién cta ong, Nature (Ty nhién - 1836). Tiéu luan nay dugc md dau nhu sau:

Thoti dai chung ta dang quay nhin lai qué khir. N6 xdy lang tam cho thé hé cha ong. No
viét tiéu sit, lich sir va phé binh. Nhitng thé hé di truéc chiém nguong TerO’ng dé va thién
nhién mot cach truc dién, con chung ta nhin Thién nhién va Thwong dé qua cdi nhin cua
ho. Tai sao chiing ta lai khéng sdn long trong méi quan hé nguyén so voi vii tru? Tai sao
chiing ta lai khéng cé loai thi ca kién gidi ni tam ma khéng di theo truyen thong, va mot
ton gido mdc khai cho chung ta, chir khong phai lich sit cia cdc ton gido va truyén thong
ctia ho. Puoc bao boc sudt mt miia béi thién nhién, nhitng con lii cia dong doi tuon
trdo, tran qua ching ta, ding hét quyén ning doi dao ciia chiing dé moi goi chiing ta
hanh dong hai hoa vdi tw nhién, vdy thi tai sao ching ta lai do dam trong dam xwong khé
cua qua khu...? Ngay hom nay mat troi van soi sang. Ngodi kia trén canh dong c6 thém
nhiéu len va bong. C6 thém nhitng mién dat mdi, nhitng con ngudi méi, nhiing tw twéng
mdi. Chiing ta hdy yéu cau c¢é dwge nhitng tac pham, nhitng ludt 1é va sw ton tho cia
riéng ta.

Emerson yéu thich Montaigne, mot thién tai trac tuyét nguoi Phap thé  ky 16, chuyén viét tleu
luan. Ong da timg no6i véi Bronson Alcott rang 6ng muon viét mot cuon sach gidng nhu cudn
sach cua Montaigne “day chat tho, tran ngép niém vui, than tinh, triét Iy, du ngon va cac
truyén thong tuc”. Ong trach ¢t rang vin phong triru trgng cua Alcott da bo di “cai anh sang
1ap lanh trén nén ctia con ngudi, va trén cai thia ciia mot dira bé”.

Kién quan tAm linh va cach dién dat vira thAm thily sau sic vira thyc tién khién cho vin

Emerson sinh dong, day phéan khich. Mot trong nhitng nha vin theo phai Siéu nghiém &
Concord da so sanh rat hay gitra viéc nghe 6ng noéi chuyén voi cam giac “vot mot phat 1én téi
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trdi”. Phan 16n nhiing kién ‘gidi tdm linh cua 6ng bat ngudn tir viée nghién ciru ton giao
phuong Pong, dic biét 1a An Do giao, Khong gido va Pao than bi Hoi gido (Sufi). Vi du, bai
tho Brahma ctia ong dya trén ngudn gde An gido dé khang dinh trat ty cua vii tru 1a vuot khoi
cam quan gidi han ciia con nguoi ¢6 sinh co tu.

Néu ké sat nhan hung dc biét han dang chém giét

Hay nguoi bi tan sat biét minh bi hai

Ho khéng hay biét nhitng con dwong huyén do

T6i da giir, dd vweot qua, va roi quay tro li.

Ca nhitng gi xa x6i, bi quén lang voi téi déu quen thugc
Boéng téi va dnh sang, cé gi ddu, la mét

Nhitng thién than bién di lai tré lai 16i;

Néi 6 nhuc, niém vinh quang véi téi ciing la mét ma théi
Ho dd nghf xdu va roi bo toi

Khi ho bay di, toi chinh la doi canh;

T6i - ké nghi ngo va moi hiém nghi,

T6i la khic tung ca vi gido si ngdn nga

Nhitng than linh oai vii mong muon chén trii ngu cia toi
Va woc ao vo vong vé Bay Bang thiéng liéng.

Nhung em, ngueoi yéu diu hién cia diéu thién

Hay tim t6i, va cung quay lung lai voi Thién duong.

Bai tho nay, in trong sb dau tién cua tap chi Atlantic Monthly (1857), lam cho doc gia bbi r6i
ngd ngang boi Brahma, vi than An D§ gido cao nhat, linh hon vinh ctru va vo tan cua vii tru
con xa la voi hg. Emerson khuyén ddc gia ctia minh: “Hay bao ho doc tén Jehovah thay cho
Brahma”.

Nha phé binh nguoi Anh Matthew Arnold noi rang nhitng tic phim quan trong nhéat viét bang
tiéng Anh cua thé ky 19 1a nhitng bai tho cia Wordsworth va nhing tiéu luan cua Emerson.
La mét nha tho - van xu6i vi dai, Emerson da c6 anh hudéng 16n dén mot loat cac nha tho My,
bao gdm Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, Edwin Arlington Robinson, Wallace Stevens,
Hart Crane, va Robert Frost. Ong ciing dugc thira nhan 1a ngudi anh huéng dén tu tudng triét
hoc ctia John Dewey, George Santayana, Friedrich Nietzsche va William James.

Henry David Thoreau (1817 - 1862)

Henry David Thoreau, c6 dong mau Phap va Scotland, sinh & Concord va chon noi day lam
chén dinh cu. Xuat than tir mdt gia dinh ngheo, cling nhu Emerson, 6ng vira 1am viéc vira hoc
Dai hoc Harvard. Trong suot cudc doi minh, 6ng giam thiéu nhu cau ciia minh dén mirc don
gian nhét va xoay X0 dé song v6i mot s6 tién it 61, vi vay duy tri duoc sy doc 1ap cua minh.
Thuc chét, 6ng d3 séng bang chinh nghé cia minh.

La mot nguoi theo chu nghia khic ky, 6 ong ¢b géng thyuc hién nhimg nguyén tic sdng clng
ran trong moi thoi diém cia cudc doi. NG lyc nay 1a chi dé cho nhiéu tac pham cta ong.

Kiét tac ciia Thoreau, Walden, hay 1a Life in the Woods (Cudc séng trong rimg 1854), tong
két 2 nam, 2 thang va 2 ngdy (tir 1845 -1847) sdng trong mot tup 1éu 6ng dung 1én ¢ Walden
Pond (H6 Walden) trén phéan dat Emerson s¢ hiru. Trong cubn Walden, Thoreau cb y don
khoang thoi gian trén vao mot nam, va cudn sach duoc cau tric mot cach chu dao dé cac mua
trong nim xudt hién dung theo tuan tuy mot cach tinh té. Cudn sach ciing duoc sip xép sao
cho nhing diéu quan tAm tran tuc don gian nhat xuat hién trudc (trong phan goi 1a 73 “kinh
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té”, ong mo ta chi phi xay dung mat tip 1€u); khi két thic, cuon sach tién dén sy chiém
nghi€m ve cac vi tinh tu.

Trong cubn Walden, Thoreau, ngudi yéu thich sach du ky va 1a tac gia nhiéu cudn du ky cho
ching ta mot cudn sach phan du ky da khai mo mot cach nghich 1y bién gidi ndi tdm cia sy
ty kham ph4, mét diéu khong mot cudn séach nao & My lam dwoc cho dén thoi diém d6. Cudn
sach cling c6 vé khiém t6n nhu cude doi khd hanh cua Thoreau, n6 khong gi hon la mét cuon
cam nang de song theo cai Iy tuong co dién vé mot cude séng tot dep. Vira la tho ca va triét
hoc, cudn tiéu luan dai, giau chat tho nay kéu goi doc gia xét lai do1 minh va song cudc doi
do mot cach thue sy. Viée xay dung mot tap 1éu dugc mo ta chi tiét, 1a mot an du cu thé cho
viéc xay dung linh hon mdt cach can trong. Trong nhat ky ciia minh ngay 30 thang Giéng
1852, Thoreau giai thich niém yéu thich mudn séng cam r¢ sdu vao mot manh dat: Toi so di
d6 di day nhiéu hodc dén nhiing noi danh thing, vi e rang né s& lam thwong ton hoan toan tri
oc.

Cach séng an dat va tap trung tu tuong ctua Thoreau gidng nhu phuong phap Thién dinh &
chau A. Su tuong dong do khong phai la tinh c6; cting nhu Emerson va Whitman, 6ng bi anh
hudng boi triét hoc An Do gido va Phét gido. Tai san quy gia nhét cta ong 1a thu vién gom
nhing tac pham kinh dién ctia chau A, so hitu chung ctia ong va Emerson. Vin phong chiét
trung cia 6ng chon loc tir nhiing tac phém kinh dién Hy Lap va Latin thi trong sang nhu pha
16, str dung bién phap choi chit va giau an du nhu nhiing tac gia siéu hinh Anh vao cudi thoi
Phuc hung.

Trong tac pham Walden, Thoreau khong chi kiém chimg nhiing 1y thuyét ctia cht nghia Siéu
nghiém; ong tai biéu hién lai kinh nghiém chung ctia nudc My hdi thé ky 19: cude sdng & noi
hoang vu. Thoreau cam thay rang sy dong gop cua 6ng c6 thé s& lam song lai nhan thirc vé tu
nhién hoang da trong dia hat ngdn ngir. Nhat ky cua éng c6 mot phan khong ghi ngay thang
vao ndm 1851 nhu sau:

Van hoc Anh, tir thoi ciia nhitng nguwoi hdt rong trung cé cho dén nhitng nha tho Ho(l),
gom ca Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare va Milton, khong hé cé giong diéu mdi mé va,
theo cdi nghia nay, khéng cé hoi huwéng hoang dai chiit nao. N6 chii yéu la mét nén van
hoc da thuan tinh va got giila, phdan anh van minh Hy-La. Tinh cdch hoang da ciia né chi
& mikc mot canh riemg xanh, con nguoi hoang da chi la Robin Hood, ¢é rat nhiéu tinh yéu
tran tré doi véi thién nhién trong cdc nha tho xir ndy, nhung trong chinh nén vin hoc Anh
lai ving bong ddng ciia thién nhién. Nhitng cudn bién nién sir ciia né cho ta biét lic nao
nhitng con thi hoang ciia nd, chir khong phai nhitngcon nguoi hoang da trong no, bi
tuyét ching. D6 la diéu nude My can phai biét.

Walden tao ngudn cam himg cho William Butler Yeats, mot nguoi Ireland nhiét thanh theo
chu nghia dan toc, viét bai tho The Lake Isle of Innisfiee (HO trén dao Innisfree), con bai tiéu
luén Civil Disobedience (Su bat tuan dan sy) ciia Thoreau, voi 1y thuyét phan khang thu dong
dua trén nhu cau dao dirc cho phép ca nhan cong chinh bét tuan thir phap luat bt cong, 1 nén
tang tinh than cho phong trao dau tranh gianh doc 1ap & An Do cia Mahatma Gandhi va cudc
dau tranh nhan quyén cho nguoi My Da den vao thé ky 20 ciia Martin Luther King.

Cho dén nay, Thoreau la tac gia dugc ua thich nhat trong sb nhitng nguoi theo chu nghia Siéu
nghiém boi ¥ thirc vé méi sinh, quan diém doc lap chi trong cdy vao ban thén, yéu cau (1)
Céc nha tho HO (Lake Poets): nhom nha tho Anh séng ¢ quan Lake, gdm c6: Wordsworth,
Coleridge va Southey... ¢ tinh cach dao dic véi viée bai bo ché do no 1é va 1y thuyét chinh
tri v& sy bt tuan ciia cong dan va sy phan khang trong hoa binh ctia 6ng. Nhiing tu tuéng cua
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ong van con mo6i me, van phong sdc sao day chat tho va thoi quen quan sat cy thé chinh xéac
ctia Ong van con rat hién dai.

Walt Whitman (1819 - 1892)

Sinh ra ¢ Long Island, New York, Walt Whitman c6 nghé tay trai 1a tho moc. Ong 1a mot
ngudi con ctia nhan ddn My qua cac tac pham cach tan, sang choi ciia minh di néi 1én dugc
tinh than dan cha cta dat nude. Whitman chu yéu tu hoc; 6ng bo hoc luc 11 tudi dé di lam,
danh mét cai co hoi co duoc nén gido duc chinh thong da 1am cho hau hét cac tac gia My tro
thanh nhirng ké mé phong dang kinh cta nen van hoc Anh. Tép tho Leaves of Grass (La c0 -
1855) ciia 6ng, mot tic pham ma éng da viét di viét lai va chinh ly trong sudt cude doi, co bai
Song of Myself (Bai ca ty ngd), mét bai tho doc dao trac tuyét nhat tir true dén nay do mot
nguoi My viét. Loi ngoi khen hét minh ma Emerson va mot vai nguoi khac d t6i tip 1én tap
tho hét sirc dan than nay, khang dinh Whitman trong su nghiép thi ca cia dng, mic du thanh
cong cuia cudn sach khong duoc rong khip luc duong thoi.

La mot cudn sach di trude thoi dai, ca ngoi moi sy sang tao, Leaves of Grass dugc léy cam
hung chu dao tir nhitng tac phém ctia Emerson, dic biét tiéu luan The Poet (Thi s7) cua ong,
tirng dy doan sy ra doi ciia mot 16p thi si d::iy strc manh, c6 tAm nhin khoang dat va trai tim
rong md voi 77 cude doi giéng v6i Whitman mot cach la ky. La ¢o 1a tap tho mang tinh doi
moi: thé tho ty do, khong van, cong khai ca ngoi tinh duc véi nhimg xtc cam dén chi manh
liét, va su khang dinh cuc doan theo kiéu chu nghia Lang man rang cai 61 cuia nha tho phai
hoa lam mét voi bai tho, véi vil try, va véi ban doc, da thay ddi vinh vién nén tho ca My.

Leaves of Grass cting ménh moéng, day stc sdng va tu nhién nhi nhién nhu lyc dia chéu My;
no 1a thién st thi ma nhicu thé hé cac nha phé binh My kéu goi, dau ho khong nhan ra né. Su
chuyén dong trao 1én nhu song qua Song of Myself nhu am nhac khong ngung nghi:

Nhitng xiéng xich cum gong toi bo lai
Toi vong qua cac nui non, long tay che cac mién luc dia
Va san sang voi tri kién cua minh.

Tap tho tron day véi mudn ngan canh tuong va 4m thanh séng dong. Nhiing con chim trong
tho Whitman khong phai 1a hinh anh udc 18 vé cac “linh hon c6 canh” nhu trong thi ca truyén
thong. “Con diéc dau vang” cua 6ng “dém dém dén bia dam liy va mo an nhiing con cua
nho”. Duong nhu Whitman d¢am minh tron ven vao mdi thir ong chimg kién hay tudng tuong
ra. Ong 14 con ngudi ciia quan chung, “Du hanh dén moi bén tau dé mic ca va phiéu luu.
Cung voi va gilra mot dam dong tan ky cling hao hirc va d6i thay nhu bét ctr ai”. Trong cudc
song riéng, ong chiu nhiéu dau kho. “Nguoi me gia nua, bi két an 1a phu thuy, bi dua 1€n gian
hoa thiéu trude sy chimg kién cta dan con... Toi 14 tén nd 18 bi san dudi, don dau sau bao lan
cho cén... T6i 1a ngudi linh ciru hoa bi nghién nat dén v& vun xuwong suon...”.

Chinh Whitman chtt khong phai ai khac da phat minh ra huyén thoai vé nu¢c My dan chi.
“Nhitng ngudi My dén tir moi quéc gia trén trai dat ¢ bat cir thoi diém nao mang ban tinh thi
ca trong cai nghia day du nhat. Nudc My tu ban chat 1a bai tho vi dai nhat”. Khi Withman 4
viét bai tho nay, ong d¢a manh dan dao nguoc y kién pho bién cho rang nudc My qua tho thién
va non dai khong c6 gi chung véi tho ca. Ong phat hién ra mot nude My phi thoi gian cua tri
tuong tuong khong gidi han, noi cu ngu cia cac tinh than tién phong dén tir khap cac qudc
gia. D. H. Lawrence, nha van va nha tho Anh, da goi 6ng mdt cach chinh xac la nha tho cta
“con duong rong mao”.
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Su vi dai ctia Whitman thé hién o trong nhiéu bai tho, trong d6 ¢ cac bai Crossing Brooklyn
Ferry (Qua pha Brooklyn). Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking (Tt chiéc noi dong dua) va
When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d (Nhitng déa tir dinh huong cubi ciing trong
khoang san truc ddy hoa), mot khiic bi ca vé cai chét cia Abraham Lincoln. Mot tac pham
quan trong khéc 1a tiéu luan dai Democratic Vistas (Trién vong dan cha 1871), dugc viét vao
“thoi dai hoang kim” cua nén coéng nghiép, vao cai liic chu nghia thyc dung phat trlen khong
klem ché. Trong tiéu luan nay, Whitman phé binh nudc My mot cach dung dan vé su giau co
va nén cong nghiép dan xen, hung manh ctia n6 da che gidu mét sa mac Shahara kho can, te
nhat cta tdm hén. Ong kéu goi mot loai hinh van hoc méi dé 1am song lai dan My (“Khoéng
phai cudn sach dugc can nhiéu dén thé dé tré thanh mot cai gi hoan chinh, ma la doc gia can
diéu d6™). Tuy nhién, 10i khang dinh chii yéu ctia Whitman vé su bat tir nam trong Song of
Myself. O day, 6ng dat cai i cia trao luu Lang man & trung tim nhén thirc cta bai tho:

Toi tw ca ngoi minh va hat Vé toi

Va nhiing gi toi tién hanh thi anh ciing lam thoi
Boi vi moi nguyen tr thugc Vé toi

Lai ciing thudc vé anh.

Tleng tho ciia Whitman gay himg khoi ngay ca cho doc gia hién dai voi 101 tuyén ngén cua
6ng vé suc manh t6i cao va hop nhat clia tat ca vil try. Ong di c6 tinh than cach tan 16n lao.
Ké tir ong, mbi bai tho 1a mot ban tiéu st ty thuat, mdi ngudi My binh thudng trd thanh mot
nha tho, nguoi doc cling la nguoi sang tao, va sy kham pha cai hinh thirc goi 1a “thir nghiém”
hay hé théng nay van con mang tinh thoi sy cho dén nay.

CAC NHA THO BRAHMIN

Vao thoi cua minh, nhom nha tho Boston Brahmin (tén goi nhimg nha tri thirc quy toc duoc
dao tao & Harvard) da san sinh ra cho nudc M nhiing dai biéu c6 tleng no6i quyét dinh trong
thi dan, nhitng ngudi that su hiéu biét va dang kinh trong. Cudc song cia ho 13 mot mau muyc
tao nha ctia nhirng con ngudi giau sang, nhan ha co6 y thirc dao dirc manh mé, hudng sy quan
tam va long cAu thi vao viéc hoc tap.

Néu ¢ vao thoi ky dau Thanh giao, nhiing tac gia cia nhom Boston Brahmin c6 thé da la cac
muyc su; vao thé ky 19, ho tr¢ thanh cac gido su, cha yéu 1a ¢ Harvard. Vao nura cubi cude doi
mot s6 ngudi tré thanh dai st hodc 1a nhan duoc nhitng bang cap danh du tir cac Vién han
1am hodc truong Pai hoc & chau Au. Hau hét nhirng nguoi trong nhom nay déu di du lich
hodc hoc tap ¢ chau Au. Ho rat quen thudc voi nhimg tu tudng va sach vo & Anh, Pic, Phap,
va nhat 1a & Y va Tdy Ban Nha. Xuét than tir tang 16p quy toc nhung lai ¢6 tu tuong dan chi
that sy, cac nha tho Brahmin pho bién khap Hoa Ky cic quan diém quy phai, huéng vé chau
Au, qua nhing bai thuyét giang cho cong chung & vao khoang ba ngan héi trudng (trung tim
dién thuyét cong cong) va trén nhitng trang bao cta hai to tap chi rat c6 anh huéng & Boston,
to North American Review va Atlantic Monthly.

Nhiing tic pham ciia cac nha tho Brahmin, két hop hai truyén théng chau My va chau Au, tim
cach tao ra tinh lién tuc cua cac kinh nghi€ém chung cta hai bén bd Pai Tay Duong. Nhiing
nha tho - bac hoc nay nd luc ning cao déan tri bang cach truyén ba nhiing khudn vang thudc
ngoc ctia chau Au vao vin hoc M. Oai am thay, cac anh hudéng ctia ho nhin chung mang tinh
tiéu cuc. Do qua chii trong dén nhitng van dé va nhimg hinh thirc cta chau Au, ho da can trd
su phat trién ciia mot ¥ thirc dic thu My. La nhitng con ngudi day thién y, nhung dinh kién
bao thu da 1am ho mu quang khong nhin thiy duogc tinh cach tan tao bao ciia Thoreau,
Whitman (nhitng ngudi ho tir chdi khong mudn tiép xtc) va Edgar Allan Poe (ngudi ma ngay
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ca Emerson cling xem la thi sT hang bét - nguoi 1am nhing bai ve binh dan). Ho 1a rudng ct
cua cai dugc goi la truyen thdng quy toc” ma ba thé hé nhitng nha van hién thuc My da phai
chlen dau. Tuy véy, phan nao ciing do anh huong khoan hoa va nhe nhang ciia ho ma phai
gan 100 nam sau nhiing thién tai sang chéi ctia nudc My nhuy Whitman, Melville, Thoreau, va
Poe méi dugc thira nhéan rong rai tai My.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807 - 1882)

Nhiing nha tho Boston Brahmin quan trong nhat 1a Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Oliver
Wendell Holmes va James Russel Lowell. Longfellow la giao su giang day ngén ngir hién dai
¢ Harvard, la nha tho My n01 tiéng nhét thoi d6. Ong la ngudi da san sinh ra cai y thirc truyen
ky, phi lich str va mo ho vé qua khir ma n6 di hoa quyén truyen thong Au va My. Ong viét ba
bai tho tu su dai phd bién nhitng huyén thoai ctia dan ban dia bang hinh thic tho chau Au
Evangeline (1847), The Song of Hiawatha (Bai hat cia Hiawatha - 1855) va The Courtship of
Miles Standish (Lo1i to tinh ciia Miles Standish 1858).

Longfellow ciing viét sach gido khoa ngon ngit hién dai va mot cudn du ky Outre -Mer (Hai
ngoai), ké lai nhimg LONGFELLOW truyén than thoai nudc ngoai mé phong cudn Sketch
Book ctiia Washington Irving. Mic du tinh udc 18, tinh try mi va cach xtr Iy dé dai da lam hong
nhiing bai tho dai, nhiing bai tho trit tinh ngan khé quén nhu The Jewish Cemetery at
Newport (Nghia trang Do Thai & Newport -1854), My Lost Youth (Tudi tré ¢ mat cua toi -
1855), The Tide Rises, The Tide Falls (Thuy triéu 1én rdi xudng -1880) van tiép tuc mang lai
niém vui cho doc gia.

James Russell Lowell (1819 -1891)

James Russell Lowell, nguoi tro thanh gido su day ngdn ngir hién dai tai Harvard sau khi
Longfellow vé huu la Matthew Arnold"® cia van hoc Mj5. Ong bét dau su nghiép véi tu cach
mdt nha tho, nhung tai ning dan dan thui chot, rét cude 6ng trd thanh nha phé binh va nha
gi4o duc kha kinh. La chi but to Atlantic va dong chu but t& North American Review, Lowell
gdy dugc anh hudng rat 16n. Cudn A Fable for Critics (Truyén ngu ngén vé cac nha phé binh
- 18438) 1a 161 ngoi ca nhirng nha van My mdt cach ngd nghinh va phu hop, nhu trong 161 binh
pham cua 6ng: “Poe dén kia, voi con qua ciia minh, nhu Barnaby Rudge. Ba phan nim trong
6ng 1a thién tai, hai phan hoan toan 1a kho khao”.

Nho anh huong cia vg, Lowell tré thanh nha cai cach tu do, mot chién si chéng lai ché do no
18, va la nguoi tng hd quyén bau ctr ciia phy nir va nhitng dao luat chdm dut lao dong tré em.
Tac pham Biglow Papers First Series (Loat tic pham dau tién cua Biglow - 1847 - 1848) xay
dung nhan vat Hosca Biglow, mot nha tho déng qué it hoc nhung lanh lgi lao vao tranh luan

bénh vuc sy cai to trong tho ca dia phuong.

Chinh Benjamin Franklin va Phillip Freneau ciling da dung nhirng nguo¢i dan qué thong minh
lam cai loa truyén ba nhing lusn diém x3 hoi. Lowell ciing viét theo mach dé, ndi két truyén
théng “tinh cach” thudc dia v6i hién thuc mai va tinh than dia phuong dua trén ngon ngir dia
phuong né ro vao nhitng nam 1850 va dat dén dinh cao vi Mark Twain.

Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809 - 1894)

' Matthew Arnold (1822 - 1888): nha tho viét tiéu luan va phé binh ndi tiéng ngudi Anh.
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Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1a bac si va 14 gido su co thé hoc va sinh 1y hoc noi tiéng & Harvard,
1a nha tho kho phan loai nhat trong 3 nha tho Brahmin ndi danh boi vi tac pham cua ong
mang ddu 4n ctia mot tai nang da dién, khac thuong. Ong dé lai tuyén tap cac tiéu luan trao
16ng (vi du, The Autocrat of the Breakfast -Table (Tén doc tai bén ban in sang - 1858), tiéu
thuyét Elsie Venner - 1861, tiéu st Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1885, nhiing bai tho c6 thé soi
dong (nhu The Deacon’s Masterpiece or The Wonderful One- Hoss Shay - Kiét tac cta
Deacon), day triét 1y (nhu trong The Chambered Nautilus - Hang dc anh vii), va 1ong nhiét
tinh yéu nudc (Old Ironsides Con tau Old Ironsidesm)).

Sinh ra & Cambridge, bang Massachusetts ving ngoai 6 Boston, von 1a dia ban ctua Harvard,
Holmes 1 con trai cia mot muc su xudt sic trong vung. Me 6ng la hdu du¢ ciia nha tho Anne
Bradstreet. Vao thoi 6ng, va nhiéu nim sau nita, ong twong trung cho sy thong tué va duyén
dang khong chi véi tu cach mét nha tham hiém hay mdt nha di tién phong ma thyuc sy 1a mot
bac tri gia minh triét mau muc c6 thé giai thich moi diéu tir cac hién tuong xa hoi va ngdn
ngit dén cac van dé y khoa va ban chit con nguoi.

HAI NHA CAI CACH

New England 16e sang sirc manh tri tué trong nhitng ndm trude cude Noi chién. Vai vi sao
trong s6 d6 ngay nay con sang hon ca dai thién ha ndi tiéng gdm cac nha tho Brahmin, nhung
trudc ddy ho bi lu md vi d6i nghéo hay gip kho khin vé gidi tinh va ching tdc trong thoi clia
ho. Poc gia ngy nay danh gia ngay cang cao tac pham cua tac gia ung ho phong trao bai bo
ché d6 no 1¢ John Greenleaf Whittier va nha bao vé nit quyén va cai cach xa hoi Margaret
Fuller.

John Greenleaf Whittier (1807 - 1892)

John Greenleaf Whittier, nha tho ning dong nht trong thoi ky do, c6 hoan canh xudt than rat
gidng véi Walt Whitman. Ong sinh ra va 16n 1én & mot trang trai Quaker binh di &
Massachusetts, khong duoc hoc hanh dén noi dén chdn, rdi kiém séng bang nghé bao. Vai
chuc nam trudc khi phong trao doi bai bo ché do nd 1¢ lan tran rong rai, ong 1a nguoi hang hai
ung ho x6a bo ché do né 1. Whittier duoc tran trong vi nhitng bai tho chdng ché d6 né 1é nhur
1a Ichabold, va tho ca ctiia 6ng d6i luc duge xem la mot dién hinh dau tién cta chu nghia hién
thuc dia phuong.

Nhiing hinh anh sic nét, cdu triic don gian, nhitng cip cdu bdn nhip gidng tho ballad cia
Whittier ¢6 két cau tho so don gian nhu tho ciia Robert Burns. Tac pham hay nhat cta ong,
bai tho dai “Snow Bound” (Ket trong bao tuyét) tai hién mot cach song dong hinh anh nhimng
nguoi than da mat hodc ban be thoi tho 4u ma ong van nhé dang quay quan dam 4m quanh 10
suoi ryc hdng, bén ngoai con bao tuyét dang 16ng 16n. Bai tho don so, sting dao va mang diu
an ca nhan nay, xuét hién sau con 4c mong dai cua cudc Noi chién, 14 khic mic niém ngudi
chét va bai ca xoa dju vét thuong. N6 khang dinh su bAt tir ciia tAm hdn, sitc manh phi thoi
gian cuda tinh yéu trong hoai ni¢m, va vé dep bén viing cua thién nhién, mac cho nhiing con
béo tap chinh tri cuéng loan bén ngoai.

Margaret Fuller (1810 - 1850)

Margaret Fuller, mot nguoi viét tiéu luan ndi bat, sinh ra va 1én 1én & Cambridge, bang
Massachusetts. Xuat than tir tang 16p thuong dan, ba chi hoc ¢ nha dudi sy day do cua cha

'701d Tronsides 1a tén ciia con tau dau tién cia My dugc boc thép.
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(phu nir khong duoc phép hoc ¢ Harvard) va tré thanh than dong, thong thao ca van hoc ¢
dién va hién dai. Niém dam mé dic biét cua ba 1a vin hoc lang man Pirc, dic biét 1a Goethe,
mot thi s ma ba thich dich.

La mot nha béo nir chuyén nghiép ndi tiéng dau tién & My, ba Fuller di viét nhitng bai phé
binh, diém sach gy nhiéu anh huéng va nhitng bao céo vé cac van dé xa hoi nhu 13 viée dbi
X v6i nit pham nhan va ngudi dién. Nhiéu bai tiéu luan nay duoc in trong cudn Papers on
Literature and Art (Nhiing bai viét vé van chuong va nghé thuat - 1846) cua ba. Trudc do
mot nam, ba da viét cudn sach quan trong nhét ctia minh, Woman in the Nineteenth Century
(Nguoi dan ba cta thé ki 19) xuét hién 1an dau trén tap chi ctia Trao luu Siéu nghiém, The
Dial, to tap chi ba 1am chu but tir 1840 dén 1842.

Cubn Woman in the Nineteenth Century cia Fuller 1a sy kham pha sém nhat va c6 tinh cach
My nhit vé& vai trd phu nit trong xa hoi. Trong khi dua ra nhiing 1y giai sau sac vé rat nhiéu
nguyén nhan té nhi va hau qua tai hai cta té nan phan biét nam nir va dua ra nhiing giai phap
tich cuc, ba dd van dung nhitng nguyén tic dan chu va 1y luan cua trudng phai Siéu nghiém.
Nhiéu y tuong cua ba cuc ky hién dai. Ba nhin manh tAm quan trong cua sy “I¢ thude vao
chinh minh” ma phu nir von thiéu béi vi “ho dugc day phai hoc ludt 1¢ ttr Emily Dickinson
bén ngoai, chir khong phai khai mé no tir bén trong”.

Cudi cung, Fuller khong chi 1a mdt ngudi bao vé€ nit quyén ma hon nita, ba con la nha hoat
dong va cai cach hién doi minh cho ly tuéng tu do sang tao ciia con ngudi va pham gia cho
moi nguoi.

.. chung ta hay khon ngoan va dirng tu troi bugc doi song tinh than... ching ta hdy c6 mot
nang lyc sang tgo... Hay dé cho no dinh hinh, va dicng rang bugc no bang quda khir du voi dan
ong hay dan ba, da den hay da trang.

Emily Dickinson (1830 - 1886)

Emily Dickinson, trong chimng muc nao do, 1a cdu ni giira thoi dai ba va tinh man cam vin
chuong vao khoang giao thoi cia thé ky. La mot tac gia theo chu nghia c4 nhén cap tién, ba
sinh ra va song tron doi & Amherst bang Massachusetts, mot ngdi lang nhé theo phai Calvin.
Ba khong lap gia dinh, va cling khong tuan theo cac tap tuc xa hdi, bén dudi mot cude doi
tuong nhu binh ldng 1a ca mot cude séng nodi tdm sau tham manh liét. Ba yéu thién nhién va
chim choc, mudng th, co cdy, su thay doi bén mua & mién qué New England d3 goi 1én
trong ba nhiing cam hiing sang tao sau xa.

Vao giai doan cudi cua cudc doi, Dickinson song nhu mdt an si, c6 1& 14 do ba qua nhay cam
va ¢6 18 ba ciing mudn danh thoi gian cho sang tac (co nhitng quang thoi gian ba viét ang
chimg mdi ngay mot bai tho). Mot ngay ciia ba ciing bao gdm chuyén chim lo viéc nha cho
ong bd luat sw, mot nhan vat co tiéng & Amherst da tré thanh mot nghi vién & Qudc hoi.

Dickinson khong duoc hoc nhiéu, nhung nhitng gi ma ba am hiéu nhu Kinh thanh, cac vo
kich cua Shakespeare, va cac tac pham than thoai co dai thi that sau sac va thau dao. D6 1a
nhimng nguoi thiy that su ciia ba, vi Dickinson chic chin 14 thién tai van chuong cd doc nhat
trong thoi dai ba. Chinh nguoi phu nir thén qué kin ddo, e 1¢ hau nhu v6 danh va chang xuat
ban tap tho ndo lai tao nén mét s6 trong nhing tac pham thi ca vi dai nhit cia My vao thé ky
19, va cho dén nay van mé hodc quan chung ké tir thap nién 50, khi tho ca cua ba lai duogc
ngudi ta kham phé lan nira.
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Phong cach suc tich giau hinh anh ctia Dickinson thdm chi con hién dai va cach tan hon ca
Whitman. Ba khong bao gio dung t6i hai tir khi mot tir 1a da du, ba biét két hop nhiing diéu
cu thé véi nhitng ¥ tudng triru tugng bang bit phap co dong rat gan vai tuc ngit. Nhiing bai
tho hay nhfit ctia ba khong c6 chi tiét thira; nhiéu bai gidu cot nhimg tinh cam ty mi duong
thoi; mot sb bai tham chi con thé hién quan diém di gido. Doi lac ba pho bay mét nhan thire
hién sinh dang s¢. Cling nhu Poe, ba khai pha phén tAm thire an gidu va tdi tim, kich tinh hoa
cai chét va ndm mo. Tuy nhién, ba cling ca ngoi nhiing vat thé don gian -mot doéa hoa, mot
con ong. Tho ca ctia ba 14 tho ctia mdt tri tué vi dai thudng néu ra cai nghich 1y dau dén vé
nhiing gidi han cua y thire con nguoi bi tréi budc boi thoi dai. Ba c6 dugc oc khoi hai tuyét
voi, cac cha dé va cach xur 1y van dé ctia ba phong phu mot cach déng kinh ngac. Tho ciia ba
khong c6 tua dé. Trong 4n ban tiéu chuan nam 1955, Thomas H. Johnson d danh sb cac bai
tho dé dé nhan biét. Nhitng bai tho iy chira day nhiing 1561 viét hoa va dau gach ky quic.

La mot ngudi khong 16 thude cac quy udc xa hoi, gidng nhu Thoreau, ba thuong dao nguoc ¥
nghia cta tr, nhém tir va st dung nghich ly mot cach rat hiéu qua. Day 1a bai tho so 435:

Pién dai nhiéu gan véi than thanh nhat —
Véi mét Con mat biétphdn biét

Nhiéu vy nghia - sy dai dién tron ven

Véi nhiéu ngu’o‘i

Trong nghia nay, nhu Tat cd, tran lan
Pong ¥ - va anh thi minh man -

Khong v - anh thdt sy la nguy nan

Va bi xuw ly voi mot soi xich

Tri tué cla ba téa sang trong bai tho s6 288 sau day, mot bai tho ché nhao tham vong va cudc
song xa hoi.

Em khong la ai ca! Con anh!

Anh ciing chang la ai @6 chir?

Vay la c6 hai chung ta sao?

Purng néi gi! Ho loa 1én - anh biét d6!

Dang so khi phdi la ai do _

Trong ddam déng nhw mét Con Ech xung tén tudi
Thang Sau

Trude mét ao dam bdi phuc nguor.

Ca 1.775 bai tho cua Dickinson tiép tuc 1a van dé voi cac nha phé binh, ho thuong bt dong y
kién v6i nhau. Mot s6 nhdn manh dén su huyén bi ciia ba, mot s6 khac ca ngoi sy nhay cam
ctia ba d6i v6i thién nhién; nhiéu nguoi lai luu y d&én vé hip dan ky la co phan ky cuc cua tho
ba. R.P. Blackmur, mt nha phé binh hién dai binh luan réng tho ca cta Dickinson d6i luc
mang lai cam giac nhu 13 “mot con méo dén bén ta noi tiéng Anh”. Nhirng bai tho dep dg,
trong sang dugc got gitia ciia ba 1a mot s6 trong nhiing tac pham 16i cudn va day thir thach
nhat trong van chuong My.
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Chuong 4 TIEU THUYET LANG MAN THOI KY 1820 - 1860

Walt Whitman, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Edga Allan Poe, Emily Dickinson
va cic tac gia theo chu nghia Siéu nghiém chinh 13 dai biéu ctia thé hé cac nha vin 16n dau
tién dugc sinh ra & My. Vi nhimg nha van viét tiéu thuyét, cai nhin ling man c6 khuynh
huéng biéu hién trong hinh thirc ma Hawthorne goi 14 “Tiéu thuyét ling man” (Romance),
mdt loai hinh tiéu thuyét dat ¢én dinh cao, goi cam va mang tinh tuong trung. Nhung tiéu
thuyét 1ang man khong phai 1a nhimg cau chuyén tinh, ma la nhiing tiéu thuyét nghiém tic sur
dung nhiing ky thuat dac biét dé truyén dat nhitng y nghia vira phuc tap vira tinh té.

Thay vi mé ta can than cac nhan vat hién thuc thong qua vo sb cac chi tiét, nhu hau hét cac
tiéu thuyét Anh hay Cyu lyc dia da lam, Hawthorne, Melville va Poe di dung 1én nhitng nhan
vat anh hung mang tinh 1y twéng, thip 1én ngon ltra cta tinh than huyén thoai. Nhan vat chinh
trong nhiing tiéu thuyét ling man My 1a nhitng ca nhan ky di voi nhiéu ndi 4m anh. Authur
Dimmersdale hay Hester Prynne trong The Scarlet Letter (Chir A mau do) cia Hawthorne,
Ahab trong Moby-Dick (Ca voi tring) ciia Melville, va nhiéu nhan vat don doc c6 nhitng am
anh trong nhiéu truyén ké cta Poe la nhiing nhan vat chinh c¢6 don dugc chi dinh d4u tranh
chéng lai nhiing s6 phan t6i tim, khong thé hiéu dugc ma nhimg s6 phan nay, bang mot cach
thirc bi an nao do,a lai phat sinh tir cai toi vo thirc sdu tham nhat ciia ho. Nhiing ¢t truyén
tuong trung biéu 16 nhiing hanh dong che ddy cia mot tam hon dau khd véi bao diéu dan vat.

Mot ly do giai thich cho huéng khai thac tiéu thuyet tap trung vao cai vang séu kin 4 an khuat
cua tdm hon con ngudi la sy thiéu ving mot doi song cong dong co cdi ré va on dinh & My.
Nhing tiéu thuyét gia Anh - Jane Auster, Charles Dickens (nha van duoc wa thich nhét),
Anthony Trollope, George Eliot, William Thackeray - song trong mot xa hoi truyén thong,
dugce to chire quy cu va phire hop, chia sé voi doc gia cac niém tin, nhan thire da dinh hinh
trong cac tiéu thuyét hién thuc ctia ho. Cac nha vin My phai d6i mat véi lich sir ddu tranh va
cach mang, mét vung dat hoang dd ménh méng kho kiém soat, va mot xa hoi dan cha tuong
dbi khong con giai cap va san sang thay dbi. Cac tiéu thuyet My¥ thuong pho bay sy vang mat
khac thudng cua truyén thong. Nhiéu tiéu thuyét Anh ké vé mot nhan vat chinh nghéo khé
vuon lén trén nhitng néc thang kinh té va x4 hoi, nho vao cude hon nhan tbt dep hay nho vige
kham pha ra ngudn gdc quy toc clia nhan vat d6. Nhung cai bd cuc kiéu Ay khong thach thirc
cai trat tu bat di bat dich cua x3 hoi quy tdc Anh. Trai lai, con khéng dinh cai trat tu éy -Su
ddi doi ctia nhan vt chinh d3 lam thoa man udc mo vé mot sy thanh dat cta da sb doc gia
trung luu.

Trong khi d0, cac nha vin My phai dwa vao nhitng chu kién cua riéng minh. Nuc My, trong
mot chirng muc nao do, 1a mét bién cuong ludén mo rong, khong xac dinh boi lan song luu
dan van d6 dén My mang dén day thir tiéng noi xa la va nhimg 16i séng ky cuc, tho lau. Vi
véy nhan vat chinh trong vin hoc M c6 thé thiy minh lac 13ng giita nhitng bo tdc an thit
ngudi, nhu trong Typee ciia Melville, hodc dang kham pha mot ving dat hoang vu nhu nhan
vét Leatherstocking ctia James Fenimore Cooper, hay dang nhin thiy nhiing hon ma bong qué
tu dudi ném md nhu nhitng nhén vat tro troi ctia Poe, hodc gip g& ma quy dao choi trong
rung, glong nhu Young Goodman Brown- nhén vét ciia Hawthorne. Hau nhu nhitng nhan vat
chinh ¢6 tam voc trong van hoc My 13 “nhitng ké lac loai”. Mdi ¢4 nhan dan chit My, da phai
phat hién ra chinh minh, nhu timg xay ra trong thuc té.

Mot tiéu thuyét gia My thuc su ciing phai phat minh ra nhitng hinh thirc thé hién méi - tir day
ra doi hinh bong bao trum, ky di ciia cudn tiéu thuyét Moby-Dick ciia Melville va cudn
Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym (Thuét chuyén cia dng Arthur Gordon Pym) mo mang,
phiéu ldng cua Poe. It c6 cudn tiéu thuyét My nao dat dugc su hoan thién mau muc, ngay ca
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hién nay. Thay vi vay muon nhiing thu phap van chuong da dugc thir thach qua thoi gian,
ngudi My ¢6 khuynh hudng lao vao tim toi nhimg bién phap sang tao méi. O My, mét céi gi
da dugc xa hoi thira nhan va noi theo truyén thong 1a chwa du, vi sy gia ¢di va chinh théng bi
bo lai phia sau, chi ¢6 strc manh méi, sy sang tao 1a trung tdm cda sy chu y.

TIEU THUYET LANG MAN

Loai hinh tiéu thuyét lang man thi u am va bét tric, n6 cho théy vigc tao ra mot dign mao
riéng trong mdt xa hdi chua on dinh 1a khé khan dén thé nao. Hau hét cac nhan vat trong tiéu
thuyét lang man déu chét vao doan cudi, tit ca thuy thu doan déu bj nhan chim dudi day dai
dwong trong truyén Moby-Dick trix Ishmael; vi muc su ¢6 tam hon nhay cam day 15i 1am -
Arthur Dimmesdale - ciing chét & cubi cudn The Scarlet Letter. Céi giong diéu bi ai, tyr phan
hoéa trong van hoc My tré nén ndi bat trong thé loai tiéu thuyét, tham chi trude khi cudc Noi
chién vao nhitng ndm 60, biéu hién mot tan bi kich 16n lao hon ciia mot x hoi tuyén chién
v0i1 chinh minh.

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804 - 1864)

Nathaniel Hawthorne thudc thé hé tht 5 ciia nhitng ngudi Anh di cu. Ong sinh & Salem bang
Massachusetts, mét hai cang thinh vuong nam & phia bic Boston chuyén budn ban véi Pong
An"™. Mot trong nhitng to tién ctia ong 1 chanh an chuyén xét xtr nhimng nguoi phu nir bi cao
budc 1a phu thay & Salem, mot thé ky truge. Hawthorne da dung cai y tudng ve 1oi nguyén
d6i v6i dong ho mot 6ng chanh an x4u xa trong cudn tiéu thuyét The House of the Seven
Gables (Ng6i nha bay dau hoi) ciia minh.

Nhiéu cau chuyén cua Hawthorne ¢ bbi canh & New England thoi Thanh gido, va cubn tiéu
thuyét vi dai nhat cta ong The Scarlet Letter (1850), da tr¢ thanh birc chan dung kinh dién vé
nuéc My Thanh gido. Cubn truyén ké vé mdi tinh diy dam mé, bi cAm doan giita mot chang
trai tré, xac tin, hét stc nhay cam - muc su Arthur Dimmesdale, va mt nguoi dan ba thi dan
dep, hét suc quyén r, Hester Prymn. Léy bdi canh & Boston khoang 1650 vao thoi ky dau
thugc dia Thanh gido, cubn tiéu thuyét ¢a nhan manh ndi 4m anh cta nhirg nguoi theo phai
Calvin vé dao dirc, su te ché tinh duc, t6i 151, sy tha tdi, va su ctru 1di linh hon.

Vao thoi d6, The Scarler Letter 1a cudn sach liéu mang hét strc bang bo. Ngoi but diu dang
ctia Hawthorne, bdi canh lich sir xa xwa va mo ho da 1am diu di cha dé dit doi cua ong va lam
hai long cong ching, con nhiing tac gia sanh diéu nhu Ralph Waldo Emerson va Herman
Melville thi thira nhan cac sirc manh “quy 4m” ctia nd. Cudn sach di dung cham dén nhiing
linh vuc cdm ky 6 My thé ky 19 nhu sy tac dong cua cac hoat dong tu do, dan chu va ddi mai
dbi voi hanh xir ciia mdi ca nhan, dic biét trong van dé tinh duc va tu do t6n giao.

Cubn sach dugc viét rat hay voi bd cuc tuyét voi. Phép an dy, mot thii phap ma ngudi dan
thudc dia buéi dau Thanh gido thuong dung, cling dugc stir dung trong tdc pham nay mét cach
hop 1y.

Nhiing tiéu thuyét va truyén ké khac ciia Hawthorne ciing gop phén xay dung nén danh tiéng
cua ong. Trong The House of the Seven Gables (1854), 6ng tr¢ vé voi lich st New England
mot 1an nita. Sy sup do6 cua “ngdi nha” ngu y vé mot .dong ho ¢ Salem cling nhur cai cau trac
that sy cia n6. Chu dé ctia truyén 1a vé mot 10i nguyén truyén kiép va cach hoa giai n bang

18 Dong An: East India, tirc An Do ngdy nay, phn biét v6i West Indies (quén dao Tay An) & Trung My, vén
ngdy xua bi ngd nhén la An D9, khi Christophe Colombus mubn di dudng blen sang chau A (An P9 -Trung
Quodc) ma khong phai di qua Tay A lic do dang bi cac luc lugng Hoi gido trén giit.
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tinh yéu. Nhu mdt nha phé binh luu y, nhan vat chinh mang tinh cach ly tuong Holgrave da
noi 1én tiéng néi vé su thiu tin cdy mang tinh dan chu cia ban than 6ng vao nhimg gia dinh
quy toc gia cdi: “Su that 1a, mdi mot nira thé ky, it nhét mot dong ho s€ hoa nhap vao dam
dong mo mit, vi dai cuia nhan loai, va quén hét qua khir oanh liét ctia t6 tién”.

Hai cudn tiéu thuyét cudi cung ciia Hawthorne it thanh cong hon. Ca hai déu ding bi canh
hién dai, va chinh vi vay ma danh mét di cai ma luc trong ngoi but cua ong. Cudn The
Blithedale Romance (Bai ca thung liing hanh phuc - 1852) rat hap din boi birc tranh mo ta
cong dong Brook Farm theo chii nghia xa hoi khong tudng. Trong cudn sach nay, Hawthorne
phé phan nhitng nha cai cach xa hoi vi ky, thém khat quyén lyc, tu ban chat sau xa khong dan
cha chat nao. Cudn The Marble Faun (Tugng than Dién da bang cam thach - 1860), tuy liy
bdi canh 12 Roma, lai x04ay sau vao nhitng chu dé Thanh giao ve i 101, su co lap, su dén toi,
va ctru roi.

Nhimg dé tai trén, va nhiing bdi canh ddc trung ¢ thu¢c dia New England thoi ky Thanh gido,
1a d4u hiéu dic trung cua nhiéu tac pham ngin hon ndi tiéng cua Hawthorne: The Minister’s
Black Veil (Mang che mét mau den cua 6ng muc su), Young Goodman Brown (Brown tré
ngudi tot bung), va My Kinsman, Major Molineux (Nguo1 ba con cua toi, thi truong
Molineux). Truyén nay ké vé mot thanh nién tir nha qué ra tinh - mot mo thirc pho bién & My
thoi ky d6 thi hoa thé ky 19 -tim sy giup d& cia mot ngudi ba con co thé luc, dé 1ap nghiép,
mot ngudi ma anh chua hé gip. Robin trai qua rat nhiéu kho khan dé tim ra vién Thi truong,
va cudi cung tham gia vao mot cudc ndi loan ban dém ky la, trong d6 c6 mot nguoi ¢é vé nhu
la mot tén to1 pham “thanh tich” bt hao bi dudi ra khoi thi trAn mot cach vira nuc cudi vira di
man. Robin 16n tiéng cudi to hon tit ca moi ngudi cho dén khi anh phat hién ra rang “tén toi
pham” nay khong phai ai khac ma chinh la nguoi anh c¢b cong tim kiém - mot dai dién cua
thuc dan Anh mai vira maéi bi quan chung cach mang My 1at d6. Cau chuyén khang dinh sy
rang budc cua toi 161 va dau kho ma toan nhan loai phai chia sé. N6 cling ca ngoi mau nguoi
tir 14p than: Robin phai hoc tap, giéng nhu moi ngudi My dan chi, dé tré nén giau c6 nho su
lao dong hang say, chu khong phai do nhiing an hu¢ dédc biét tir nhitng ngudi ba con giau co.

My Kinsman, Major Molineux roi anh sang 1én mot trong nhing yéu t6 ndi bat nhat trong tiéu
thuyét ciia Hawthorne: sy thiéu vang nhan té gia dinh dﬁy du chirc nang trong tac pham cia
ong. Mic dau cudn Leather - Stocking Tales (Truyén ké Vé anh chang di bit tat da) cta
Cooper ¢6 dua nhitng hinh mau gia dinh vao nhiing dia diém it hoang da nhat, nhiing cau
chuyén va tiéu thuyet cuia Hawthorne 1dp di 1ap lai cai chu dé vé nhiing gia dinh tan v&, bi
nguyén rua hodc bi d6 v& va nhimg khd dau ctia ca nhan bi ¢o lap.

Y thirc hé cach mang ciing cé‘ 1€ da c6 mat vai tro trong vi€c lam rang r& y thic vé su tu do
day hanh dién tuy c6 phan xa la nay. Cudc cach mang My, nhin tir quan diém tam 1y lich sir,
1a trong hop v6i mot cude ndi loan boc dong mudn thoat ly khéi cai bong khong 16 caa Mau
qudc, va mot gia dinh dé qudc Anh rong 16n hon. Ngudi My di danh duoc doc 1ap va lai
duong dau voi tinh thé nan giai ddy hoang mang trong viéc kham pha nhan dang riéng cua
minh tach ra khoi nhitng rang bugc xua cii. Cai canh tuong nay da dién ra vo s0 lan & ving
bién cuong toi mirc ma, trong tiéu thuyét, sy thoat ly c6 vé nhur 1a dleu kién song co ban &
My. Thanh giao va hau dué theo Tin Lanh cta ho c6 thé da 1am suy yéu thém nén tang gia
dinh bang cach rao giang rang trach nhiém dau tién ctia mdi ca nhan 13 viéc ciru rdi linh hon
minh.

Herman Melville (1819 - 1891)
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Ciing nhu Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville 1a con ciia gia dinh c6 truyén thong lau
doi, giau co; dot ngdt roi vao canh co han do cai chét ctia nguoi cha. Mic du duoc day | do,
truyén thong vé vang cua gia dinh va ban than rat siéng nang, chiu kho, Melville van song
nghéo khd va khong hoc 1én dugc dai hoc. Nam 19 tudi, 6ng lam thiy thi. Niém yéu thich
cudc doi thuy thu lon dan mot cach ty nhién tir kinh nghiém riéng cua 6ng, va hau hét nhirng
tiéu thuyét dau tay cua ong dugc thai nghén tur nhimg chuyén di bién. Tir nhitng tac phdm nay
chung ta dugc biét dén tinh than dan chi va c6i mo cua Melville va long cam phan ciia 6ng
d6i voi su chuyén ché va bat cong. Typee, cubn sach dau tién ciia 6ng, ké vé nhiing gi xay ra
Vo1 6ng trong thoi gian dng song voi bo lac Taipis bi coi 1a b lac an thit nguoi nhung thyc ra
rat hiéu khach & ving dao Marquesas, Nam Thai Binh Duong. Cubn sach ca ngoi nhiing
ngudi dan déo va doi sdng hai hoa gan giii véi tu nhién cua ho, ddng thdi phé phan cac gido
si Thién Chua giao, nhitng nguoi ma Melville cho 1a that sy kém van minh hon nhitng nguoi
ma ho dén dé khai hda vin minh.

Moby-Dick, hay The Whale (Ca voi trang), kiét tac cua Melville, 1a thién sir thi vé con tau sin
ca voi Pequod va truyén trudng Ahab “mot ngudi giéng thanh than nhung lai bang bé than
linh” v61 ndi am anh phai tim kiém cho duoc con cé voi tring di dan con tau va doan thay
thii dén chd chét. Tac pham nay, mot tiéu thuyét phiéu luu mang tinh hién thuce, chira dung
mot loat nhitng suy gdm vé than phén con nguoi. Viéc san ca voi xuyén suot cau chuyén, la
mot an duy 16n vé khat vong hiéu biét. Nhirng miéu ta va liét ké xac thuc vé cac loai ca voi va
cong nghé san bt ca voi rai rac day tac pham nhung chiing ham nghia biéu trung. Trong
chuong 15 The Right Whale’s Head (Pau ca voi Thyc), ngudi dan chuyén cho rang ca voi
Right (con goi 1a c4 voi Thuyc) 1a nhimg ngudi theo chii nghia khic ky con ca voi Sperm (con
g0i 12 c4 nha tang) 14 trudng phai Platon, 4m chi dén hai trudng phai triét hoc ¢6 dién.

Mic dau tiéu thuyét ciia Melville mang tu tuéng triét hoc, no cling dong thoi 1a mot tin bi
kich. Du 1a mét ngudi anh hung, Ahab da guc ngé va co 18 16t cude bi huy diét. Thién nhién
cho du rat dep, nhung véan xa la va 4n chtra nhiing nguy hiém chét nguoi. Trong Moby-Dick,
Melville thach thirc y twong lac quan cua Emerson rang con nguoi ¢6 thé hiéu duoc tu nhién.
Moby-Dick, con ca voi trang khong 16 1a mot cai gi bi hiém mang tim véc v try, da ngu tri
trong sudt cudn tiéu thuyét, cling nhu n6 da 4m anh Ahab. Nhimg dur kién vé ¢4 voi va san ca
voi khong thé giai thich Moby-Dick, trai lai, nhirng tinh tiét d6, tu ban than ching c6 khuynh
hudng trd thanh biéu tuong, va mdi dit kién déu c6 mbi lién hé mo hd véi moi dir kién khac
trong vii tru. Tuy nhién, sy twong quan nay (nhu Melville goi n6 trong chuong “Nhan su™)
khong c6 nghia rang con ngudi c6 thé “doc” dugc sy that trong thién nhién, nhu n6 di c6
nghia nhu thé trong tac pham ctiia Emerson. Pang sau viéc tich liy dir kién caa Melville 1a
mdt cai nhin huyén bi, nhung cai nhin nay x4u xa hay t6t dep, nhan ban hay phi nhén, ciing
khong bao gio dugc giai thich.

Tiéu thuyét ndy con mang tinh hién dai trong cai khuynh hudng ty tham chiéu hay ty chiém
nghiém cta no. Noi mot cach khac, cudn tiéu thuyet thuong néi vé chinh né. Melville thuong
binh luan vé nhiing qua trinh cua tu duy nhu viét lach, doc sach va hleu biét. Chang han, mdi
chuong la mot khao ctru dich thue trong d6 nguoi ké chuyén da cb gang phén loai sy vat
nhung cudi cung danh bo cudc, ndi rang chang bao gid co thir gi to tat co thé dugc hoan tat
(“Thuong dé ngin khong cho t6i hoan thanh bat cir diéu gi. Ca cudn sach ciing chi 1a mot
phac thao - diing hon 1a mot phéc thao cta phéc thao. Oi! Thoi Gian, Strc Manh, Tién Bac va
Long Kién Nhan”). Quan diém ctia Melville cho rang mot tic pham vin chuong 1a mot cai gi
khong hoan hao hodc 1a mét ban thao bi bé dé 1a hoan toan hién dai.

Ahab kién quyét dinh hinh mot thé gi6i anh hung, vuot thoi gian cia nhimg diéu tuyét 601
trong d6 ong ta dimg cao hon moi ngudi. Thiéu khon ngoan, 6ng doi hoi mot diéu hoan tat,
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mot cau tra 101. Nhung cuon tiéu thuyet cho thiy ring khoéng c6 cai hoan tat trén doi, khong
c¢6 nhitng cau tra 101 cudi ciing, rang néu co thi chi 1a cai chét.

Céc chi tiét lién hé vin chuong day ngu ¥ ngan vang trong sudt cudn tiéu thuyét. Ahab 1a tén
mot 6ng vua trong Cyu woc, khao khat c6 duge mot von hiéu biét i cao, toan bich nhu
Faust. Giéng Oedipus trong kich cua Sophocles, ngudi tra gia qua dit cho kién thire 1am lac,
Ahab bi danh mt mat trude khi bi thuong & chan va cudi cung bi giét chét. Moby-Dick duoc
két thiic bang tir “mo c6i”. Ishmael, nguoi ké chuyén, 1a mot ké lang thang nhu tré mo coi.
Cai tén Ishmael duoc Iy tir cudn chuong Sang thé ky trong Cueu wéc - anh ta 1a con trai cla
Abraham va Hagar (day t6 clia Sarah, vo Abraham). Ishmael va Hagar bi Abraham dudi vao
song trong rimg sau.

Ciing c6 nhitng vi du khac. Rachel (mét trong nhitng ba vo cua to phu Jacob) 1a tén cia con
tau ctru Ishmael & doan két. Cudi ciing, con ¢4 voi siéu hinh nhic doc gia Do Thai va Thién
Chua giao nhé dén cau chuyén vé Jonah trong Kinh thanh, nguoi bi cac ban bé thiy thu cta
minh ném khoi tau vi bi xem la ngudi mang lai xui xéo. Theo Kinh thanh, bi mdt “con ca
16n” nudt, anh ta sbng mot thoi gian trong bung ca trude khi dwge Thuong dé can thiép dua
trér ve dat 1ién. Tim cach thoat khoi su trung phat, anh ta chi ruéc vao minh thém nhiéu khd
dau.

Nhiing tinh tiét lién quan dén lich sir ciing lam cho cuén sach thém phong phu. Con tau
Pequod dugc dat theo tén ciia mot bo lac Da do bi x6a sO & New England, vi vay cai tén ngu
¥ rang con tau do6 cé s6 phan bi haty diét. Viéc san bat ca trén thuc te la mot nganh cong
nghiép chu yéu, nhat 13 & New England: né cung cip dau lam ngudn ning luong chinh, dic
biét cho viéc thép sang. Do vay ca voi, theo nghia den, da “roi sang” vii try. Nghé sdn ca voi
0 rang cling c6 xu hudng banh truéng va ndi két véi ¥ niém vé& mdt dinh ménh hién nhién, vi
n6 budc dan My phai dong budm di khip thé giéi danh bit ca voi (su that 1a tiéu bang Hawaii
hién nay nam duéi s cai tri cia My vi n6 dd duoc dung 1am cin ctr tiép nhién liéu chinh yéu
cho nhitng con tau sin ca voi cuia M¥). Thuy thu doan ciia con tau Pequod twong trung cho tat
ca cac chiing toc va ton gido khac nhau, goi nén y tudng nudec My c6 mot dau 6c rong mé
nhu mdt mién dat lanh cho moi sdc dan. Cudi cing, cudc doi Ahab 1a mot hoa than day bi
kich cho chil nghia ca nhan dan chu kiéu My. Ahab khang dinh pham gia ctia minh nhu mot
ca nhan dam chéng lai nhitng stirc manh bén ngoai khong thé nao khuat phuc duoc cta vil tru.

Phan két cua tiéu thuyét ¢ 1am diu di sy hity diét bi tham ctia con tau. Trong sudt tac pham,
Melville nhan manh tam quan trong cua tinh ban be va tinh than cong dong con nguoi da vin
hoa. Sau khi chiéc tau bi dam, Ishmael dugc ciru thoat nhd mot cd quan tai dugc cham trd boi
Queequeg, mdt nguoi ban than cia anh, mdt nguoi tho san ca voi b?mg lao rat anh diing véi
day hinh xdm trén ngudi va ciing 1a hoang tir x{r Polynesia. Nhitng hinh trang tri trén quan tai
mang tinh than thoai nguyén so két hop véi lich sir ctia vii tru. Ishmael duoc thoat chét boi
vat tugng trung cho cai chét. Tu cai chét, su séng lai vuon 1én & doan két.

Moby-Dick tir truée dén nay duoc coi 1 “sir thi thién nhién” -mot vé kich hoanh trang vé doi
song tam linh con ngudi trong bdi canh thién nhién so khai - bai cai huyén thoai vé nhiing
nguoi di san ctia nod, cai chu dé tién khoi ctia nd, cai tinh cach biéu tugng cua hon dao Eden,
cach xt ly tich cuc cia cac dan toc giai doan tién ky thuét va niém khat khao tai sinh cua no.
Va cai bbi canh con nguoi ¢ doc gitta ty nhién 1a rat dic trung cho tinh cach My. Nha vin va
nha chinh tri ngudi Phap Alexis de Tocqueville da tién doan, trong tic pham Democracy in
America (Nén dan cha M) nam 1835, rang chu dé nay s& ndi 1én & My nhu két qua ciia nén
dan chu cua no6:
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Than phdn con nguoi, chinh con nguoti bi mang xa khoi qué hwong va thoi dai ciia minh
va ton tai truée mat T nhién va Thuong dé, ciing véi noi dam mé, sw nghi ngo, nhitng
thién huwdng hiém hoi va nhitng khé dau khong sao hiéu néi, sé tré thanh chii dé chinh,
néu khong phdi la duy nhat cia thi ca My.

Tocqueville 1y luan rang, trong mdt nén dan chu, van hoc s€ dao sau vao trong “nhiing chiéu
sau con an giau cua ban tinh phi vat chat cua con nguoi” hon 14 nhiing bi€u hién thuan tuy
bén ngoai hodc nhitng phan biét bé ngoai nhu 1a giai cap va dia vi.

Chic chan rang ca Moby-Dick va Typee cling nhu Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Nhiing
cudc phiéu luu cia Huckleberry Finn) va Walden, phu hop v6i nhirng 101 nhén dinh nay. D6
1a nhitng tac pham ca ngoi thién nhién va la nhiing cugc 1at d6 ctia dong qué ddi voi nén van
minh d6 thi nang tinh giai cap.

Edgar Allan Poe (1809 - 1849)

Edgar Allan Poe, mot ngudi mién Nam, di chia sé véi Melville cai nhin siéu hinh tim t6i tron
13n voi nhing yéu tb cua chu nghia hién thuce, sy nhai hai hudc va cham biém. Ong da got
giia thé loai truyén ngan va sang tao ra tiéu thuyét trinh tham. Nhiéu truyén ngan cua 6ng dy
béo sy ra doi cua tiéu thuyét khoa hoc gia tuong, kinh di va huyén hodc rat pho bién ngay
nay.

Cudc doi ngin ngui va bi dat ciia Poe bi doa day boi ndi bat an. Ciing nhu nhiéu nha vin
hang dau ctia My thé ky 19, Poe mo c6i cha me tir nhé. Cudc hén nhan ky la cua Poe vao
nam 1835 v6i nguoi em ho 16n nhat ¢6 Virginia Clemm, chua day 14 tuoi, dugc giai thich
nhu 1d mot cd gang tim kiém cudc sng gia dinh 6n dinh ma 6ng dang thiéu.

Poe tin rang sy khac thuong 1a thanh t6 thiét yéu cuia cai dep, va tic pham cua 6ng thuong
quai la. Nhiing cau chuyén va bai tho ctia ong chen chuc nhiing nha quy toc wa tur vén va bi
day doa (Poe, cling nhu nhirng nguoi mién Nam khac, 4p i mot 1y tuong quy toc). Nhiing
nhan vét budn tham nay hinh nhu khong bao gio lam viéc hay tham gia cugc song x4 hoi;
thay vi vay ho tu giam minh trong nhimg lau dai myc nat, tam t6i, dugc bai tri mot cach
tuong trung bang nhiing tAm tham va man ctra la ling che gidu cai thé gidi that sy cliia mat
troi, cira sO, tuong va san nha. Nhiing can phong bi mat phoi bay nhiing thu vién co xua,
nhing tac phadm nghé thuat ky la va d6 c6 phuong Pong dugc tuyén lya. Nhing nguoi quy
toc choi nhac hay doc cac sach cd trong khi tran trg day vo vé nhimng tan bi kich, thuong 1a
cai chet cta nhirng nguoi than yéu. Chu dé vé cai chét- -trong-khi-dang- song, dic biét 1a b
chén song hodc tro veé tir nam md nhu mot con ma ca rong, xudt hién trong nhiéu tac pham
cta ong, gdm The Premature Burial (Viéc chon cat voi vang), “Ligeia”, The Cask of
Amontillado (Thung ruou ciia Amontillado), va The Fall of the House of Usher (Su sup db
ctia gia dinh Usher). Cai thé giéi hdn mang giita sy song va cai chét ciia Poe va nhimng bdi
canh mang tinh Gothic, mau me, hao nhoang ciia 6ng khong chi thuan tiy dé lam phong trang
tri. Chung phan 4nh doi séng ndi tim qua van minh nhung duom mau chét choc hoidc 13 tim
than ban loan ctia nhitng nhan vét ciia 6ng. Ching 13 nhing biéu hién tuong trung cua vo
thirc, va do vay la trung tdm trong thi phép cua ong.

Tho cua Poe, cling nhu tho cua nhiéu tac gia mién Nam, day nhac tinh va tuan thu 4m van
nghiém nhit. Bai tho ndi tiéng nhit cua 6ng, trong lac sinh thoi va ca ngay nay, la The Raven
(Con qua -1845). Trong bai tho ky bi nay, nguoi ké chuyén mat nga, bi maam, chi doc sach
va khoc than cai chét ciia “Lenore di khuét” ciia minh vao dém khuya dugc mot con qua
viéng tham (mdt con chim an thit xac chét, tir 6 1a biéu tugng cua cai chét). Con qua dau
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trén canh cira nha 6ng va lap di lap lai mot diép khuc ndi tiéng cua bai tho, “khong bao gio
ntra” nhu mot diém go. Bai tho két thuc bang mot cai canh lanh 180 ctia mot cai chét-trong-
khi-dang-song:

Va con Qua, khong hé déng ddy, chi ldng yén cir ngoi, ngoi yén ling
Trén burc twong ban than nhot nhat cia Pallas ngay trén cita phong toi
Va déi mdt ciia né c6 tat cd dang vé ciia mot con quy dang mo mang,
Cdi dnh sang ngon dén trén dau qua

Dé dai cdi bong no trén san;

Va linh hon t6i thodt ra tir chiéc bong dé bay heon trén san

Sé duoc nang lén - khong bao gio nita!

Nhing cau chuyén ctia Poe - nhu da dan trén day -da dugc md ta nhu 1a nhitng cau chuyén
kinh di. Nhitng céu chuyén nhu The Gold Bug (Con bo vang) va The Purloined Letter (La thu
bi danh cip), 14 nhiing cau chuyén cua suy ly hay bién luén. Nhimg céu chuyén kinh di cua
6ng du bao trudc nhitng tac pham cua cac tic gia chuyén viét truyén kinh di My nhu H.P.
Lovecraft va Stephen King, con nhirng truyén suy 1y 1a nhirng con chim bao hiéu cua loai tiéu
thuyét trinh tham ctia Dashiell Hammett, Raymond Chandler, Ross Macdonald, va John D.
MacDonald. Ciing c6 mot d4u hiéu vé cai ma sau nay xuét hién véi tén goi la truyén khoa hoc
gia tuong. Tat ca nhitg cau chuyén nay boc 16 niém say mé ctia Poe vai tri tué va kién thirc
khoa hoc dang ngay cang c6 xu hudng thé tuc hoa thé gidi quan ctia nhan loai vao thé ky 19.

Trong m5i thé loai, Poe c6 kham pha doi song ndi tam. Sy thau hiéu tam 1y sau sic anh 1én
trén moi trang sach. “Co ai khong thiy minh hang trim lan pham 16i hay hanh dong mot cach
xuan ngdc, khong vi mot Iy do niao khac hon 14 anh ta biét diéu d6 khong nén lam”, 6 1a mot
doan trong The Black Cat (Con méo den). Dé kham pha lanh vyc la ling va hép dan cua
nhing qua trinh tdm ly, Poe lyc loi trong dong tu liéu vé nguodi dién va nhitng cam xtc tot
cung. Phong cach viét ti mi mot cach gian kho va su giai thich can k& trong cac cau chuyén
lam ting thém cam giac kinh hai bang cach tao nén nhimg bién c¢b c6 vé nhu that va hop 1y.

Sy két hop giita yéu t6 suy ddi va chil nghia nguyén thiyy ling man & Poe c6 mot sirc hap dan
manh liét gidi van nghé chau Au, dic biét 1a nhitng nha tho Phap nhu Stéphane Mallarmé,
Charles Baudelaire, Paul Valéry va Arthur Rimbaud. Poe van mang ban sdc My, mac cho su
cim ghét mang mau quy tdc ctia d4ng véi nén dan cha, mic cho 1ong wa thich nhiing gi lai
cing xa la va nhitng cha dé vé sy phi nhan cua 6ng. Trai lai, 6ng hau nhu 13 mét truong hop
tiéu biéu cho 101 du doan ciia Tocqueville rang nén dan chu My s& san sinh nhiing tic pham
béc tran cai ph;“m sau tham nhat, 4n khuat nhit cta tim thire. Mot sy au lo siu thim va mot
trang thai tim than bat an duong nhu xuat hién & My sém hon & chau Au, béi vi it nhét thi
nhiing nguoi dan Cyu lyc dia cling da c6 mét co céu x4 hoi 6n dinh va phat trién cao mang lai
cho ho sy an toan vé mit tam ly. O My, di khong c6 dugc mot su bao dam tuong ng, moi
ngudi sdng cho chinh minh. Poe di mé ta chinh x4c phia bén dudi cia gidc mo My vé con
ngudi tu 1ap than va phoi bay cai gia cia chu nghia thuc dung va cude canh tranh tan bao - su
c6 don, tha hoa, va nhitng hinh anh cta cai chét-trong-luc-dang-song.

Chu dé “Su suy doi” ctia Poe ciing phan anh su xuéng dbc ciia nhitng biéu tugng xuét hién
vao thé ky 19 - cai khuynh hudng pha trén nhitng vat pham nghé thuat hdn tap tir nhiéu thoi
dai va x{r s& khac nhau trong qua trinh tu6c bo di tinh cach cta chung va giam ching xudng
chi con 13 nhitng vt trang tri thudn tay trong bd suu tap. M& hdn don cac bat phap phat sinh
tir 46 déc biét dang chu y 6 My, noi thuong thiéu nhimg phong cach truyen thong cua riéng
minh. Sy hdn don dy phan anh sy mat mat nhing h¢ thong tu tudng nhat quan khi viéc di cu,
d6 thi hoa, va cong nghiép héa da nhd tan gdc nén tang gia dinh va 16i séng truyén thong.
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Trong nghé thuét, sy rdi loan nhiing biéu tuong nay lam tang thém tinh quai di, mét y tuong
ma Poe di ldy lam cha dé ciia minh trong tuyén tap truyén hang dau cua éng, Tales of the
Grotesque and Arabesque (Truyén kinh di) (1840).

CAC NHA VAN NU VA NHUNG NHA CAI CACH PHAI NU

Trong thé ky 19, phu nit My phai chiu dung nhiéu sy bat binh dang ho khéng c6 quyén bau
ctr, khong duoc bude chan vao nhirng trudng chuyén nghiép va hau hét bac dai hoc, bi cAm
noi trude dam dong va tham chi tham du nhimg hdi nghi cong cong, va khong dugc c6 tai san
riéng. Mdc cho nhirng chudng ngai trén van n6i 1én hoat dong cua nhimg nguoi phy ni cap
tién. Qua thu tir, quan hé be ban riéng tu, nhitng hoi hop chinh thic, bao chi phu nir, va sach
v, phu nit day xa hon nhiing thay d6i xa hoi. Phy nir tri thirc da vach ra nhiing canh ngd
tuong dong gitta ho va nguoi nd 16. Ho can dam doi hoi nhitng cai to cin ban, chang han nhu
su bai bo ché d6 nd 18 va quyén bau cir cua phu nit, bat chap su tay chay cta xa hoi va nguy
co bi d6 v& tai chinh. Nhiing tic pham cua ho 1a doi quan tién phong trong hoat dong tri thirc
ctia mot truyén théng van hoc phu nit rong 16n hon bao gom luén tiéu thuyét tinh cam. Nhiing
cudn tiéu thuyét tinh cam ctia phu nit, chang han Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Ttap 1éu cta cha Tom)
ctia Harriet Beecher Stowe, hét strc ndi tiéng. Chung goi cam xuc sau ling va thuong bi kich
hoa nhiing van dé xa hoi dé gay tranh cii, dic biét nhing van dé dung cham dén gia dinh va
vai tro, trach nhiém cua phu ni.

Lydia Child (1802 - 1880) mot ngudi chdng ché d6 no 1¢, da anh huong rat 16n dén Margaret
Fuller, 1a nguoi 1anh dao hoat dong phu nir cia mang ludi nay. Cudn tiéu thuyét rat thanh
cong cua ba, Hobomock (1824), bay t6 nhu cau khoan dung chiing tdc va ton gido. Bdi canh
cua nod - vung Thanh gido Salem, bang Massachusetts - tién li¢u sy ra doi ciia Nathaniel
Hawthorne. La mét nha hoat dong xa hdi, Child thanh 1ap mdt ngdi truong nit tu thuc, sang
1ap va bién tap to bao dau tién cho tré em & Hoa Ky, va xuét ban tap sach tuyén truyén chong
ché d6 nd 1 dau tién, An Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans Called Africans (Loi
kéu goi sy ing hd cho mét 16p ngudi duge goi 1a My - gde Phi) vao ndm 1833. Tac pham tao
bao nay lam cho ba ndi tiéng va dong thoi cling 1am ba pha san. Cudn sach History of the
Condition of Women in Various Ages and Nations (Lich st vé hoan canh cua phuy nir trong
cac thoi dai va qudc gia khac nhau - 1855) tranh luan cho sy binh dang ciia phy nit bang cach
chi ra nhiing thanh qua cda ho trong lich su.

Angelina Grimké (1805 - 1879) va Sarah Grimkeé (1792 1873) sinh ra trong mot dai gia dinh
chu n6 giau c6 ¢ vung Charleston quy phai bang Nam Carolina. Hai chi em nay da chuyén
1én phia Bic dé d4u tranh cho quyén lgi ciia ngudi Da den va phu nit. La nhiimg nguoi phat
ngon cho Hoi chdng ché d6 nd 1¢ New York, ho 13 nhitng nguoi phu nir dau tién dién thuyét
cong khai truée dam dong bao gom ca dan ong. Trong thu tur, tiéu luan va nghién ctru, ho
xem su ky thi ching t0c va phan bi¢t nam nit 14 gidng nhau.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815 - 1902), nha hoat dong vi quyén binh déng phu nit va su bai bo
ché do nd 1¢, da song mot thoi gian & Boston, noi ba két ban véi Lydia Child. Cing véi
Lucretia Mott, ba to chitc Hoi Seneca Falls vi quyén binh dang phu nif; ba ciing phac thao
ban tuyén ngdn Declaration of Sentiments (Ban tuyén ngdn tinh cdm) ctia hdi. “Ban tuyén
ngodn doc 1ap ciia phu nir” ciia ba mé dau bang cau “dan 6ng va dan ba sinh ra déu binh
dang”, va bay t6 mot quyét tim du tranh cho quyén bau cir ctia phu nit. Ciing véi Susan B.
Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton t6 chirc chién dich dau tranh cho quyén bo phiéu vao
nhitng nim 60 va 70, thanh 1ap Lién doan phu nit qudc gia trung thanh chong ché do chiém
hiru né 1¢ va Hiép hoi ddu phiéu phu nit, va cting bién tap td tuan bao Revolution. Lam chii
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tich Hiép hoi dau phleu phu nit trong 21 nim, ba 1anh dao cudc du tranh cho nit quyén. Ba
dién thuyét ¢ nhiéu tiéu bang, mot phan dé hd trg viéc hoc hanh cta bay ngudi con ba.

Sau khi chong chét, ba dao sau phan tich sy bat binh dang vé gi6i tinh. Cudn sach The
Woman'’s Bible (Kinh thanh ctia phy nit - 1895) cua ba chi ra mot dinh kién ap birc phu nit bat
1é sau Xa trong truyén thong Do Thai Thién Chua gio. Ba dién thuyét vé nhitng dé tai nhu ly
di, quyén loi ctua phu nir, va tén giao cho dén khi ba mat & tudi 86, ngay sau khi vira viét mot
1a thu cho Tong théng Theodore Roosevelt ting ho quyen bo phleu ctia phu nit. Rat nhleu
cuon sach ciia ba - thoat dau dung but danh, nhung vé sau xuat hién dudi tén ba - gdm 3 tap
viét chung ctia b History of Woman Suffrage (Lich sir quyén bo phiéu ctia phu nit, 1881 -
1886) va mot tiéu sir ty thuat khoi hai va chan thanh.

Sojourner Truth (khoang 1797 - 1883) tiéu biéu cho sirc chiu dung va sttc manh 16i cuén
quan chung ciia nhom phuy nir kiét xuat nay. Sinh ra v6i than phn mét n6 1¢ & New York, lon
1én ba noi tleng Ha Lan. Ba thoat khoi klep nd 1€ nam 1827, dinh cu cung vai con trai va con
gai trong su bao trg cia gia dinh Van Wagener ngudi My - Ha Lan ma ba von 13 ngudi giup
viéc cho ho. Ho gitp ba thing trong cudc dau tranh phéap 1y gianh ty do cho con trai, va sau
nay ba mang tén ho. Khéi dau su nghi¢p, ba lam viéc voi mét gido si dé huén cai nhiing c6
gai diém theo dao Thién Chua va séng trong mot ngdi nha chung. Ba dugc dat tén “Sojourner
Truth” vi tiéng néi tién tri va nhan lyc huyén bi cia ba. Dé phd bién chan 1y vé nhiing diéu ba
hoc dugc trong khi khai thi, ba thuong ray ddy mai d6 mot minh, dé dién thuyét, hat Thanh
vinh va truyén ba tu tudng bii bo ché do nd 1¢ qua nhiéu tiéu bang trong hon ba thép ky.
Pugc Elizabeth Cady Stanton dong vién, ba iing h quyén bo phiéu ciia phu nit. Cude doi ciia
ba duoc ké lai trong cudn The Narrative of Sojourner Truth (Truyén ké vé Sojourner Truth -
1850), mot cau chuyén mang tinh chat tiéu str ty thuat duoc Olive Gilbert viét lai va xuét ban.
Sudt doi mu chit, ba noi tiéng Anh giong Ha Lan. Nguoi ta ké rang Sojourner Truth da phanh
bd nguc minh ra trong mot hdi nghi vé quyén phu nit khi ba bi to cdo 1a mdt nguoi dan ong.
Cau ba tra 101 mot ngudi dan 6ng khi 6ng ta noi phu nir 1a phai yéu da tré thanh huyén thoai:

Toi da cay buwa va trong tia, dd 1é la & nhitng qudn rwou, va khong mot nguwoi dan ong
nao co thé chi huy téi. Ma t6i khong phai la mét nguwoi dan ba sao? Téi cung c6 thé lam
viéc nhiéu va an nhiéu nhu mot nguoi dan ong - khi téi co thé kiém dwoc -va con chiu cd
ddanh ddp mdng chiri nita! Ma t6i khéng phdi la mét ngwoi dan ba sao? Téi da sinh 13
dira con, va phdi chitng kién hau hét bon chiing bi ban lam né 16, va khi téi gao lén néi
théng khé cia me t6i, chang ai nghe t6i ngoai Chiia Giésu! Vaiy téi khong phdi la mot
nguoi dan ba sao?

Nha hung bién khoi hai va khong dugce danh gia cao luc sinh thoi nay dugc so sanh voi
nhitng ca si nhac Blue vi dai. Harriet Beecher Stowe va nhiéu nguoi khac da nhan ra sy khon
ngoan trong nguoi dan ba Da den dugc khai thi nay, ngudi co thé tuyén bd “Lay Chua, Chua
oi, con c6 thé yéu ngay ca ngudi Da tring!”.

Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811 - 1896)

Cubn tleu thuyét Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Tap 1éu cta chi Tom), hay, Life Among the Lowly
(Cude song ciia dam ngudi ha dang) ctia Harriet Beecher Stowe 1a cudn sach ndi tiéng nhat
vao thé ky 19. Thoat dau dugc dang nhiéu ky trén td tap chi National Era (1851 - 1852), va
ngay lap tirc tao duoc thanh cong. Chi riéng tai Anh, bén muoi nha xut ban khic nhau da in
no, va n6 duoc nhanh chéng dich ra 20 thi tiéng, nhan duoc 16i khen ngoi ciia nhing tac gia
nhu Georges Sand & Phap, Heinrich Heine ¢ Dtc va Ivan Turgenev & Nga. Loi kéu goi thiét
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tha chAm dut ché dondlé & My cua no6 da lam bung chay 1én cudc tranh luén kéo dai mot
thap ky, dan dén cudc ndi chién My (1861 - 1865).

Nhitng nguyén nhan din dén thanh cong ctia Uncle Tom’s Cabin that 1 rang. N6 phan anh ¥
tuong cho rang ché d6 nd 1¢ 6 My, mot quoc gia chu truong mang lai dan chu va binh dang
cho tat ca moi nguoi, 1a mot sy bat cong, phi 1y khong 16.

Stowe 1a mot dai biéu hoan hao cia mot dong ddi Thanh gido ldu doi & New England. Cha,
anh va chong ba déu Ia nhing gido si va nhiing nha cai cach Tin Lanh ¢6 hoc va danh tiéng.
Stowe thai nghén y tudng vé cudn tiéu thuyet nay - khi nhin thdy canh mot nguoi nd 1€ gia,
tidu tyy bi danh dép - trong luc ba di du le & nha tho. Sau ndy, ba néi rang chinh Chiia da
khoi ngudn cam hing va giip ba viét cudn sach nay. Pong co cua ba 1a dung tinh cam ton
giao cai tao cudc song lam cho noé tré nén thanh thién hon. Thoi ky lang man da mang dén
mdt ky nguyén cua cac xiic cam: nén tang dao dirc gia dinh va tinh yéu thuong gitr dia vi t6i
cao. Cudn tiéu thuyét ciia Stowe da dic biét da pha ché do né 1¢ vi n6 1am bang hoai nhiing
gia tri cua gia dinh.

Chu Tom, ngudi nd 1€ va nhan vat trung tam, 1a mét vi thanh tir vi dao that sy, nguoi da lao
dong dé hoan cai nguoi chu nhén hiu cua minh la 6ng St. Clare; cau nguyén cho linh hon St.
Clare khi 6ng nay chét, ban than Tom cling bi giét chét khi bao vé nhiing ngudi phy nit no 1¢.
Ché do no 1€ duge vé 1én voi tat ca su tan ac khong phai vi nhitng 1y do chinh tri hay triét hoc
ma cha yéu boi vi n6 phan ly gia dinh, hity hoai tinh yéu ty nhién ctia cha me va ty ban chat
khong hé mang cai tinh than Thién Chiia gido. Nhitng canh tugng cam dong nhét 1a vé mot
ngudi me nd 1¢ khén kho chang co thé 1am gi cho dira con dang gao thét va ngudi cha bi ban
di khoi gia dinh. D6 14 nhiing ti ac chdng lai sy thiéng liéng cta tinh cam gia dinh.

Cudn tiéu thuyét ctia Stowe ban dau hoan toan khong c6 y dinh cong kich mién Nam. Trén
thuc té, Stowe di di thim mién Nam, yéu thich nguoi mién Nam va khic hoa hinh tuong ho
mdt cach t6t dep. Nhitng nguoi cht nd 16 mién Nam 1a nhitng ngudi chu tir té va ddi XU tot
v6i Tom. Ban than St. Clare cam ghét ché do n6 1¢ va co y dinh giai phong toan by sd no 18
ciia minh. Nguoc lai, 6ng chu Simon Legree dgc ac, la mot nguoi mién Bic va la mot tn vo
lai. That trd tréu, cudn sach c6 ¥ dinh hoa giai Bac Nam, khi ca hai dang tién gan dén cudc
Noi chién sau d6 mot thap ky. Mic du vay, cudi cing, cudn sach dugc nhing nguoi ung ho
bai bo ché do no 1¢ va nhimg nguoi khac dung lam vii khi trong cudc luan chién chdng lai
mién Nam.

Harriet Jacobs (1818 - 1896)

Sinh ra 1am no 1¢ & bang béc Carolina, Harriet Jacobs dugc ba chu day cho doc va viét. Khi
ba chu qua doi, Jacobs bi ban cho mét nguoi chu Da trang cé tinh ép ba quan h¢ tinh duc voi
han Ba chong lai ngudi chi, tim dén mot ngudi tinh Da tring khéac va c6 voi ong hai dira con
10i dé chung sdng voi ba ngoai. “Ty hién than c6 vé nhu it ha pham gia hon 13 khuét phuc
trudc sy ap buc”, ba viét mot cach that long nhu thé. Ba trén thoat khoi 6 ong chu va dung nén
tin don rang ba da tron 1én mién Bic.

Lo so bi bat, bi tra vé lam no 1é va bi trung phat, ba séng subt 7 nam 14n trén ngay tai thi trin
ctia nguoi chu, trong mot can phong ap mai, bé xiu, t6i tim trong cin nha cua ba ngoai. Ba
chiu dung dugc moi ndi dau kho 1a nhd dugc nhin thdy nhitng dia con than yéu cia minh qua
nhitng cai 16 ma ba khoan qua trin nha. Cudi cung ba thoat dugc dén mién Bic, song o
Rochester - bang New York, noi Frederick Douglass dang xuét ban to nhat bao chong no 1¢
North Start va gan Senaca Falls, noi vira dién ra mot hoi nghi vé& quyén phu nit. O déy, Jacobs
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1am ban v6i Amy Post, mt ngudi ting ho viée bii bo ché do nd 1¢ va quyén phu nir theo phai
Quaker. Amy di khuyén khich ba viét tiéu st ty thuat cia minh. Incidents in the Life of a
Slave Girl (Nhitng su viéc xay ra trong doi ciia mot nit nd 1¢) xuat ban dudi bat hiéu “Linda
Brent” vao nam 1861, dugc Lydia Child bién tép. Cubn séach 1én 4 an thang thimng té nan boc
16t tinh duc & nit né 18 Da den. Cudn sach cua Jacobs, cling nhu cubn cua Douglass, 1 mot
phan cta thé loai ty sy cta ddn né 16 tiép ndi truyén théng tir Olaudah Equiano thoi thudc dia.

Harriet Wilson (1807 - 1870)

Harriet 12 ngudi My - Phi chau dau tién xuat ban mot cudn tiéu thuyét & My - Our Nig: Or,
Sketches from the Life of a Free Black, in a two - storey white house North, showing that
Slavery’s Shadows Fall Even There (Phac hoa vé cudc doi ciia mot nguoi Da den ty do, trong
mot ngdi nha trang hai ting, mién Béc; chimg minh rang bong ciia nhitng nguoi nd 1¢ da nga
dai xudng day - 1859). Cudn tiéu thuyét duoc hu cdu dya trén co sé hién thyc cude hén nhan
giita mot ngudi dan ba Da trang va mot ngudi dan ong Da den, va ciing mé ta cudc song kho
khan ctia mét nguoi day t6 Da den trong mot gia dinh Thién Chua giao giau co. Trudc day,
nguoi ta nghi rang day 1a mot cudn tiéu st tu thuat, nhung gio ddy dugc hiéu 1a mot tac pham
hu cau.

Ciing nhu Jacbos, Wilson da khong xuét ban dudi tén that cia minh (Our Nig, 1a mot sy mia
mai) va tac pham cua ba bi lang quén mai cho dén gan day. Ta ciing c6 thé c6 nhitng nhan xét
tuong tu voi cdc tac pham cuia hau hét nhitng ciy but nit vao thoi ky do. Hoc gia My Da den
ndi tiéng Henry Louis Gates, Jr. - trong vai trd chi dao du an nghién ctru tiéu thuyét cta cac
nha van Da den - da tai ban Our Nig vao nam 1983.

Frederick Douglass (1817 - 1895)

Nguoi lanh dao ngudi My Da den chdng ché do nd 16 ndi tiéng nhat va dong thoi 1a nha hung
bién cta thoi d6 1a Frederick Douglass. Ong sinh ra v6i than phan nd 1& trong mot trang trai &
Maryland. Do may mén, 6ng dugc dua dén Baltimore twong dbi tu do hon khi 6ng con tre, &
d6 ong hoc doc va viét. Tron thoat t&i Massachusetts nam 1838, vao lac 21 tudi, Douglass
dugc ong cha but tng ho viée bii bé ché do nd 16 Wilson Lloyd Garrison gitp d& va bét dau
dién thuyét cho nhitng hoi nhém chéng ché do né 1¢.

Nam 1845, 6ng Xuét ban cudn Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American
Slave (Ty thuat vé cudc doi Frederick Douglass, mot n6 1¢ My) cua minh (4n ban 1an hai nim
1855, stra chira lai vao nam 1892), 1a cudn hay nhit va noi tiéng nhat trong nhiéu “chuyén ké
vé no 1&8” . Thuong dugc nhiing nguoi ung ho bai bo né 1¢ ghi chép lai tir nhitng nguoi Da den
mu chit ding dé tuyén truyén. Nhimg chuyén ke nd 1¢ nay rat n6i tiéng vao nhitng nim ngay
trude cude Noi chién. Tu truyén cua Douglass rit song dong, co gia tri nghé thudt cao va no6
mang lai nhimg hiéu biét vo song vé tinh trang tdm 1y ctia n 18 va sy thong khd ma dinh ché
nay da gay ra cho nhitng nguoi Da den.

Chuyén ké vé n6 1& 1a thé loai vin xudi dau tién ctia vin hoc Da den & My. N6 giup ngudi Da
den rat nhiéu trong viéc vuot kho khan dé thiét 1ap mot tinh cach My -Da den trong 10ng
nuéc My Da trang va tiép tuc giy anh hudng quan trong 1én nhirng chu dé va ky thuat viét
tiéu thuyét cua van hoc Da den sudt thé ky 20. Cong cudc tim kiém mot dién mao riéng, sy
gian dit chong lai nan ky thi chung toc, va cam giac vé viéc song mot cude séng vo hinh,
trong bong tdi, bi san dudi va khong dugc da sé ngudi My Da trang thira nhan, lai tai hién
trong nhiing tic pham cta nhiing tic gia My Da den thé ky 20 nhu Richard Wright, James
Baldwin, Ralph Ellison va Toni Morrison.
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Chuong 5
SU PHAT TRIEN CUA CHU NGHIA HIEN THUC THOI KY 1860 - 1914

Cudc Noi chién Hoa Ky (1861 - 1865) giita mién Bic cong nghiép va mién Nam ndng nghiép
chiém hiru no 1¢ 12 mot budce ngodt lich st M¥. Sau chién tranh, sy lac quan ngay tho cua mét
quéc gia dan chu non tré nhuong bude cho mot thoi ky kiét qué. Chu nghia ly tuong My van
ton tai nhung da r& sang mot hudng khac. Trude cude Noi chién, nhimg nguoi theo ly tuong
chu nghia da gianh vong nguyét qué vé nhan quyen dac biét la viée bai bo ché do no 1¢. Sau
chién tranh, nguoi My lai cang ly tuong hoa vé sy tién bo va con nguoi tu 18p. Day la ky
nguyen clia nhirng nha san xuat va dau co triéu pha, khi ma thuyét tién hoa ciia Darwin va

“quy luat vé sy dau tranh sinh ton” cua 6ng duong nhu 1a sy phé chuan cho nhiing bién phap
d6i khi trai voi luan thuong dao 1y cua cac 6ng trum kinh doanh.

Thuong mai bung nd sau chién tranh. Nganh cong nghiép phuc vu chlen tranh da day nén
cong nghiép & phuong Bic di 1én va mang dén cho nd uy tin va quyén luc chinh tri. N6 ciing
mang lai cho nhitng nguoi [anh dao cong nghiép kinh nghlem quy gla trong quan ly con
nguoi va may moc. Nhiing ngudn tai nguyén thién nhién khdng 10 - sit, than d4, dau lira,

vang va bac - ciia dit My mang loi nhuén dén cho cac nganh kinh doanh. Hé thong xe lua
lién luc dia maéi, khanh thanh nam 1869, va hé théng dién tin xuyén luc dia bat dau hoat dong
nam 1861, cung cap cho nén cong nghiép nguyén vat liéu thi truong va thong tin. Dong ngudi
nhap cu chay vao lién tuc ciing mang lai ngudn cung tng lao dong ré mat ¢6 vé nhu vo tan.
Hon 23 triéu nguoi nude ngoai - nguoi Bire, ngudi Scandinavia va nguoi Ireland trong nhiing
nam dau, va rdi sau d6 nguoi Trung Au va Nam Au lién tuc d6 vao nudec My khoang gitra
1860 va 1910. Nhiing cong nhan hop dong nguoi Hoa, Nhat va Philippines ciing duoc cac
chi don dién & Hawaii, cac cong ty xe lira, va cac tap doan kinh doanh khéac ctia My & ving
bo bién phia tdy nhép cu vao My.

Vao nam 1860, hau hét dan My sdng trong nhiing trang trai hay trong nhimg lang nho, nhung
khoang trude 1919 nira déan s6 tap trung vao khoang 12 d6 thi. Nhing van deé cta viéc do thi
hoéa va cong nghiép hoa xuit hién: nghéo do6i va nha & qua chat choi, diéu kién song kém vé
sinh, lwong thap (dugc goi 1a “nd 1& in lwong™), diéu kién 1am viéc khé khan va nhing kém
ham khong phu hop voi hoat dong kinh doanh. Nhimng nghiép doan lao dong phat trién va cac
cudc dinh cong 1am ca nude nhan thirc dugc tinh canh khén kho ctia nguoi lao dong. Nong
dan ciing tham gia d4u tranh chdng lai “nhing tdp doan tai chinh” ctia mién Pong, nhimng ké
dugc goi 1a nhiing dng vua an cudp nhu J.P Morgan va John D. Rockefeller. Nhimg ngén
hang & mlen Dong cia ho kiém soat chat ch& nhing tai san thé chap va tin dung thiét yéu cho
su phat trién va nén nong nghiép ¢ mién Tay, trong khi cac cong ty xe lira tinh gia van
chuyen ndng san ra thanh phd rat cao. Nong dan dan dan tré thanh mot d6i tugng 16 bich, bi
ché gidu nhu 1a mot anh chang “quynh”, mot anh nha qué tho kéch. Ngudi My 1y tudng cia
thoi ky sau Noi chién chinh 1a nhitng nha triéu pha. Néu vao nim 1860, c6 khéng dén 100
nguoi la triéu phu; thi vao khoang 1875, da c6 hon 1.000 ngudi.

Tir nam 1860 dén 1914, Hoa Ky da bién d6i tir mot cuu thude dia néng nghiép, non tré, nho
bé tré thanh mot dat nude cong nghiép, hién dai, khong 16. Tir mot dat nude vay ng vao ndm
1860, vao khoang trude ndm 1914 n6 tré thanh mot quoc gia gidu co nhat thé gidi, véi mot s6
dan tang hon gap d6i, tir 31 triéu trong ndm 1860 dén 76 triéu trong nam 1900. Trudce Thé
chién tht I, Hoa Ky da tré thanh mot cuong qudc chinh trén thé gidi.

Khi nén céng nghiép hoa phat trién, sy tha hoa bit dau. Nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét dic trung My
cua thoi Ky d6 1a: Maggie - A Girl of the Streets (Maggie, c6 gai dieém) ctia Stephen Crane,
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Martin Eden cua Jack London va sau nay An American Tragedy (Mot bi kich My) cua
Theodore Dreiser - da dic ta nhitng ton that ctia nén kinh té va su tha hoa ciia mdi ca nhan
yéu 6t va d& bi ton thuong. Nhimg ké sdng sot, nhu Huck Finn cua Twain, Humphrey
Vanderveyden trong The Sea-Wolf (Hai tic soi bién) ciia London va di Carrie co hoi cha
nghia cua Dreiser, chiu dung dugc khé khan nhé strc manh bén trong nhu long tbt, sy linh
hoat mém déo va trén hét 1a tinh cach ca nhan.

Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) (1835 - 1910)

Samuel Clemens ndi tiéng v6i bt danh Mark Twain, 16n 1€n ¢ thi tran bién gi61 Hannibal bén
song Mississippi bang Missouri. Cau ndi n01 tiéng ctia Ernest Hemingway: tit ca nén van hoc
M¥ xuét phat tir mot cudn sach vi dai, cudn Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Nhiing cudc
phiéu luu cua Huckleberry Finn) cia Twain, cho thdy vi tri cao voi voi ctia nha van nay trong
truyén théng vin hoc. Pau thé ky 19, nhiéu nha van My co khuynh huéng qua hoa My, qua
duy cam, hodc qua khoa truong - mot phan vi ho van nd luc chimg t6 minh ciing c6 thé Vlet
sang trong nhu nguoi Anh. Phong cach cua Twain, trai lai dua trén tleng My binh déan, song
dong, khoe kho#n d3 lam cho cac nha vin M¥ c6 mot cai nhin mdi, mét sy tran trong dbi vai
tiéng n6i dan toc. Twain 13 nha vin vi dai ddu tién xudt than tir ving dat noi dia nudc My va
6ng nam bat dugc thir tiéng 16ng khoi hai, doc dao va tinh than giai thiéng ciia xit s& ne‘ly(lg).

Dbi voi Twain va nhiing tac gia My khac cudi thé ky 19, chi nghia hién thyc khong thuan ty
chi la mot k§ thuét van hoc: né 1a mét cach noi 1€n sy that va lam nd tung nhitng quy udc 540
mon. Vi vy no tu do mot cach séu sdc va tiém tang strc manh phan khang xa hoi. Vi du ndi
tiéng nhat 13 Huck Finn, mot cau bé nghéo quyét dinh di theo tiéng noi cua luong tim va gitip
d5 mot ngudi nd 1¢ Da den bo tron tim ty do, mic du Huck nghi rang viéc nay c6 nghia 1a anh
ta s€ bi day xuéng dia nguc vi da pha bé luat I¢.

Kiét tic nay cia Twain, xudt hién vao nim 1884, 1y bdi canh ngdi lang St.Peterburg bén
dong séng Missippi. Huck 1a con trai cia mot ga 16ng bong nat rugu. Khi cdu vira dugc mot
gia dinh kha kinh nhén 1am con nui, thi cha cdu trong mot con say dién loan da de doa giét
cau. So mat mang, Huck bo tron, dung lén cai chét gid cia minh. Trén dudng tron chay Huck
gip mot ké bi rudng bo, mot nd 1¢ tén Jim. Chu cua anh, c6 Watson dang nghi cach ban anh
cho mot vung n6 1& khic nghiét hon ¢ ving ha luu song Mississippi 0 séu dudi mién Nam.
Huck va Jim troi noi trén mot cai be xud1 dong Mississippi hung vi, r0i bi mdt con tau chay
bang hoi nudc nhan chim, lac mat nhau va vé sau gdp lai nhau. Ho trai qua nhirng cuc phiéu
luu trén b ddy bét trac, tirc cudi, phan anh tinh nhidu mat, 10ng quang dai, va doi luc su phi
Iy tan 4c cua xa hoi. Cudi cung, nguoi ta kham pha ra rang chinh c6 Watson d tra ty do cho
Jim va mét gia dinh dang kinh mudn dum boc cho chu bé Huck hoang da. Nhung Huck tro
nén buc minh v6i Xa hoi van minh va du dinh trén thoat dén 1anh dija cua nguoi Da d6. Poan
két mang dén cho doc gia phién ban trai nguoc voi huyén thoai ¢d dién vé thanh cong cua
nuéec My: d6 1a con duong rong mé dan dén mién dat hoang di chwa bi xdm pham, cach xa
nhitng anh hudng suy doi dao dirc ctia cai goi 1a “vin minh”. Tiéu thuyét cua James Fenimore
Cooper, nhing bai tung ca vé con duong rong md ctia Walt Whiman, The Bear (Con gau) cia
William Faulkmer; va On the Road (Trén duong) cta Jack Kerouac 1a nhitng vi du van hoc
khéc.

" Tinh than chdng sing béi thanh tugng ndi 1én dau tién & chau Au thé hién dam nét trong vin hoc trao phing
dan gian.

50



Huckleberry Finn mang lai ngudn cam himg cho vo s6 nhiing 1y giai van chuong. R3 rang
cudn tiéu thuyét la mot cau chuyén vé cai chét, su tai sinh va su khoi dau. Nguoi no 1€ bo
trdn - Jim, tré thanh mot nguoi cha tinh than ddi véi Huck. Khi quyét dinh ctru Jim, Huck, vé
mat dao dirc, da vuot ra khoi nhitng rang budc ctia xa hoi chiém hitu n6 18. Chinh nhitng cudc
phiéu luu cia Jim di dan dat Huck lam cho anh thau hiéu su phirc tap ctia ban chat con ngudi
va cho anh long can dam.

Cubn tiéu thuyét ciing kich hoa 1y tuong ciia Twain vé mot cong dong hoa hop “Céi anh
mudn, hon tat ca moi thir trén doi lac & trén bé 1a 1am cho moi nguoi hai long, cam théy minh
dung dan va tir t& voi nguoi khac”. Ciing nhu con tau Pequod ciia Melville, cai bé da bi chim,
cling v&i né 1a cai xa hoi dac biét ay. Cai thé gidi don gian, trong lanh trén chiéc bé cudi cung
cling bi nhan chim béi sy tién bd - con tau chay béng hoi nudc - nhung hinh anh huyén diéu
clia con song van con & lai, cling ménh mong va thay d6i nhu chinh cudc doi.

Cai quan hé khong bén vimng giira thuc té va 4o tudng la chi ¢& mang tinh cach Twain, 1a cai
diéu co ban 16n lao trong 6¢ khoi hai cta 6ng. Hinh anh con séng hung vi nhung ddy cam
bay, lubn ludn thay ddi ciing 1a nét chinh trong burc tranh phong canh giau tuong tuong cua
ong. Trong Life of the Mississippi (cudc song trén dong song Mississippi) Twain nh¢ lai lac
ong duoc huan luyén lam hoa tiéu trén tau hoi nudc, 6ng da viét: “Gio t6i di lam dé nam
dugc dia thé ctia con séng. Toi ¢d chi tAm va ¢d ging diéu khién nhiing gi ludn troi ndi, kho
nam bat va ddy 1a nhitng diéu chinh yéu”.

Y thirc dao dirc ciia Twain véi tu cach 1a mot nha van 1a Am vang cua cai trach nhiém hoa ti€u
cua ong lai con tau dén noi an toan. Bt hiéu ciia Samuel Clemens, “Mark Twain”, 1a cum tir
ma cac thity thi trén song Mississippi dung dé chi 2 122 123 sai nudc (3,6 mét) 1a d6 sau can
thiét cho tau di an toan. Muyc dich nghiém tuc ctia Twain, két hop vé6i van oc trao 10ng cta
mot thién tai hiém co, giit cho cac tac phdm cia dng con nguyén vé tuoi tré va hap dan.

VAN HOC HIEN THUC VA TRAO PHUNG VUNG BIEN THUY

Hai trao luu vin hoc chil yéu & My thé ky 19 hoa quyén trong Mark Twain d6 1a trao luu khoi
hai ving bién cuong va vin hoc mang mau sic dja phuong, hay “van hoc dia phuong”.

Nhirng dong van hoc c6 quan hé v6i nhau nay duge bat dau vao nhiing nam cua thé ky trudce
- nhung di c6 mam méng sém hon tir nhig truyén thong van chuong truyén miéng cua dia
phuong. Trong nhimg ngoi lang t6i tan & bién gidi, trén nhitng chiéc tau chay duong song,
trong nhimg 1éu trai & ving mo va ‘quanh dbng lua trai cua nhiing chang chan bo cach biét voi
nhiing tha vui d6 thi, ngh¢ thuéat ké chuyén nay bét 18 va dom hoa ruc r3. Sy cuong di¢u,
nhitng truyén tiéu 1am, nhimg 151 khoac lac khong thé tin dugc va nhimg nhan vét lao dong
ngd nghinh dem lai sirc séng cho vin hoc ving bién giéi. Nhimg hinh thirc trao phiing nay
dugc tim thay ¢ nhiéu ving bién thily (bdy gio 1a ving Nam noi dia va ha Trung Tay), ving
mo bién gidi va ving bd bién Thai Binh Duong. Mdi ving c6 riéng nhitng nhan vat dic biét,
thi vi va nhiéu cau chuyén dwoc gop nhit vé ho: Mike Fink, mot ngudi wa 1y sy trén nhiing
con tau xudi nguoc dong Mississippi; Casey Jones, ki su xe Itra qua cam; John Henry, nguoi
My Phi chau - mot tay lai viing vang nhu thep; Paul Bunyan, nguoi thg xé khong 16 ma tén
tudi duge quang cao khip noi; nhitng ngudi mién Tay nhu Kit Carson, mot chién binh nguoi
Da d6, va Davy Crocket, ngudi huéng dao. Nhimg chién cong phi thuong cia ho duoc cuong
di€u va lam phong phu thém nhitng khuc ballad, trén cac trang bao va tap chi. Pai lic, nhu
v6i Kit Carson va DaVy Crockett, nhitng cau chuyén nay duoc két ndi lai v6i nhau thanh
sach.
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Twain, Faulkner, va nhiéu nha van khac, dic biét 1a nguoi mién Nam déu chiu on sau séc
nhiing cdy viét hai thoi trude Noi chién & ving bién thiy nhu Johson Hooper, George
Washington Harris, Augustus Longstreet, Thomas Bangs Thorpe va Joseph Baldwin. Tu
nhirng nha van nay va dan cu vung bién gidi rd 1én mot su sinh s6i ndy nd nhanh chong
nhung tur dac My vira moi, vira ngd nghinh: “absquatulate” (ra di), “Flabbergasted” (ky la),

“rampagious” (bt tri, tan bao). Nhiing ngudi khoac lac ¢ dia phuong, hay la “nhiing ké am 1
c6 dudi kéu”, ké mot myc khing dinh rang minh 14 nira ngya, ntra c4 sau, tat ca 1a dé nhan
manh cai nguén lyc vo han cia vung bién gidi. Ho lay thém strc manh tir nhiing hiém hoa ciia
thién nhién c6 thé lam cho ngudi yéu bong via kinh s¢. “Toi la mot con 16¢ thyc su, mot
ngudi khodc lac ndi, cimg ran nhu go hd dao va dai nhu gio Tay Bic. T6i ¢6 ¢t ddm thoi son
va quét mét ¢ co thé bat di mot dam dong dé lai mot khoang trong mot hecta”.

CAC NHA VAN THUOC TRAO LUU VAN HOC PIA PHUONG

Ciing nhu vin hoc trao phiing phd bién & viing bién cuong, dong vin hoc mang mau sic cia
timg mién ciing co nhitng gdc ré xa xua nhung chi cho ra doi nhimng tac pham hay nhit mot
thoi gian dai sau Noi chién. Hién nhién, nhiéu tac gia thoi tién chién, tir Henry David
Thoreau va Nathaniel Hawthorne cho dén John Greenleaf Whittier va James Russell Lowell,
v& nén nhing birc chan dung ndi bat vé nhiéu ving dat dic biét cia My. Nhung diéu phan
biét cac nha van dia phuong véi cac bat tién boi 1a su tu y thuc va mbi quan tam déc bict dén
viéc thé hién mét noi chén nao d6 voi su ta chan dﬁy ép cac su kién mot cach chuén xac cta
ho.

Bret Harte (1836 - 1902) dugc moi ngudi nhé dén nhu 1a tac gia cia nhiéu chuyén phiéu luu
nhu “The Luck of Roaring camp” (Van may cua mot trai ndo nhiét) va “The Outcasts of
Poker Flat (Nhitng ké bi rudng bo), 1y bdi canh doc theo ving bién gidi khai mo phia Tay.
La mét nha van thanh céng vang doi déu tién cua truong phai van hoc mang sdc thai dia
phuong, Harte trong mot thoi gian ngin co 18 la tac gia noi tiéng nhat & My - strc hdp dan cua
nhirng ang vin lang man cua mién Tay day tleng sting cta ong 13 thé. La mot nha vin hién
thue dich thyc, ong la mot trong nhiing nguoi dau tién dua nhiing con ngudi dudi day xd hoi
- nhirng ga danh bac gian manh, nhiing a diém diém dua, va nhitng tén cudp thd 16 - vao
trong tac pham vin hoc nghiém tac. Ong lam diéu nay rat thanh cong (glong nhu Charles
Dickens & Anh, nguoi cling rat myc ngudng mo tac pham cua Harte) bang cach chimg minh
rang rét cudc trong s6 nhitng con ngudi ¢ vé nhu cin bi ndy ciing c6 nhitng tim long vang.

Nhiéu nha van nit duoc doc gia nhé dén vi nhitng b tranh mé ta ving New England hét sirc
tinh té ctia ho: Mary Wilkins Freeman (1852 - 1930), Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811 - 1896) va
dic biét Sarah Orne Jewett (1849 - 1909). Sy doc d4o quan sat tinh t& va chuan xac vé con
ngudi va canh vat ving Maine va vin phong truc cam cia Jeweett dugc thé hién dam nét
trong truyén “The White Heron” (Con diéc tring) trong tuyén tip Country of the Poited Firs
(Qué huong nhitng ngon thong cao) (1896). Cac tac pham dam nét dia phuwong cia Harriet
Beecher Stowe dic biét 13 The Pearl of Orrs Island (Vién ngoc cua dao Orr - 1862) khic hoa
nhing lang danh ca binh di & Maine, d4 c6 anh huong 16n dén Jewett. Nhiing nha véan nir thé
ky 19 di tao nén mot thé giGi riéng ciia ho véi nhitng anh hudng va nang d& Ve mat dao ly
nhu c6 thé thay trong nhirng 1a thu cua ho. Phu nir tré thanh gioi doc gia chu yéu cia tiéu
thuyét va nhiéu phu nir con viét nhitng cudn truyén, nhimng bai tho va nhing truyén cuoi rat
noi tiéng.

Moi viing trong d4t nude tu ca ngoi chinh minh trong cc sang tac van hoc mang mau sic dia

phuong. Mot s6 tic pham thudc loai ndy con c¢6 ca ndi dung phan khang, chéng d6i mang tinh
xa hoi, dac bi€t vao gan cudi the ky khi ma sy bat binh dang xa héi va kho khan vé kinh t€ tré
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thanh Van dé nhuc nhéi cua toan xi hoi. Nan phén biét chung toc va bét binh dang giita nam-
nir xuat hién trong tac pham ciia cac tac gia mién Nam nhu George Washington Cable (1844 -
1925) va Katee Chopin (1851 - 1904). Cac tac phdm day sirc manh t6 co cua ho lay bdi canh
¢ Cajun (bang Lousiana thugc dia cua Phap) da but pha vuot 1€n trén dong véan hoc mang sic
thai dia phuong. Cudn tiéu thuyét The Grandissimes (1880) cua Cable ban dén nan phan biét
chung toc voi mot nghé thuat tuyét voi; cling nhu tiéu thuyet tao bao The Awakening (Bung
tinh - 1899) cua Kate Chopin, vé mét phu nir vi mét no lyc dinh ménh quyét tim kiém cho
duogc ban than minh qua ndi dam mé, tic pham nay da di trude thoi dai. Trong The
Awakening, mot ngudi dan ba tré c6 mét nguoi chéng thanh dat, hét myc chiéu chudng vo va
nhitng dira con dé thuong d tir bo gia dinh, tién bac, dia vi xa hoi, va cudi cung chinh cudc
doi minh dé theo dudi sy nhan chan vé ban than. Nhimg canh twong day chat tho va hét sirc
goi cam vé bién va chim choc (bi nhdt trong 16ng hay dugc ty do) va nhac tinh di tao cho
cudn tiéu thuyét ngin ndy mét sy phuc tap va muc do sau sic khong ngo.

Thuong di doi véi The Awakening 14 cau chuyén tha vi “The Yellow Wallpaper” (Gidy dan
tuong mau vang - 1892) cua Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860 - 1935). Ca hai tic phim déu bi
lang quén mot thoi gian dai, chi duoc cac nha phé binh vin hoc ung hd quyén phu nit kham
pha ra vao cudi thé ky 20. Trong cau chuyén ciia Gilman, mot bac si ra vé khiém nhuong da
1am cho v minh phat dién vi nht ba vao trong can phong dé “chira” cho ba khoi bénh suy
nhugc than kinh. Ngudi vo bi giam cam nay phan chiéu cudc doi ti toi cia minh 1én tim gidy
dan tudng; trong hinh trang tri cia n6, ba nhin thay nhimg ngudi phy nit bi giam cam dang bo
1 1a sau nhiing song sit.

VAN HOC HIEN THUC VUNG TRUNG TAY

Trong nhiéu nim lam chu but tap chi Atlantic Monthly, William Dean Howells (1837 1920)
d3 xuat ban cac tic phAm mang phong cach hién thuc dia phwong cua Bret Harte, Mark
Twain, George Washington Cable va nhitng ngudi khac. Ong con 1a nha vin hang dau cua
chi nghia hién thuc va cac tiéu thuyét cua 6ng nhuw A Modern Instance (Mot trudng hop thoi
nay - 1882), The Rise of Silas Lapham (Sy thanh cong cua Silas Lapham - 1885) va 4 Hazard
of New Fotunes (Hiém hoa ctia van hoi moi - 1890), dan két mot cach cén than nhirng hién
trang xa hdi vdi cam xuc cua lop nguodi My trung luu binh thudng.

Lay tinh yéu, tham vong, chu nghia ly tuéng va sy cam dd nhirng dong lyc cho cac nhan vat
ctia minh, Howells nhan thirc mot cach sic sao vé su bang hoai dao dirc cuia nhirng nha tai
phiét kinh doanh trong thoi dai hoang kim cua thap nién 70, cudn The Rise of Silas Lapham
ctia HoWell ding mot tya dé mia mai dé xoay sau vao diém nay. Silas Lapham lam giau bang
cach Itra loc mQt ngudi ban kinh doanh gia va hanh dong v6 dao dtrc cuia 6ng da xéo tron gia
dinh 6ng mot cach sau sic, mic dau trong nhidu nim ong khong nhan thirc dugc hanh dong
x4u xa ctia minh. Cudi ciing Lapham chudc lai 18i 1dm bang giai phap hop dao 1y, tha chiu
pha san hon 1a thanh dat v6 dao. Silas Lapham ciing giéng nhu Huckleberry Finn, 1 mot cau
chuyén vé sy thét bai: cong viéc kinh doanh cua Silas Lapham sup d6 1a sy 1én ngdi vé mit
dao durc ciia 6ng. Vao giai doan cudi doi, Howells cing nhu Twain, ngdy cang tré nén tich
cuc hoat dong cho nhing 1y tudng chinh tri, bao vé quyén cua nhitng ngudi to chirc nghiép
doan lao dong va 1én an chu nghia thyc dan cia My ¢ Philippines.

CAC NHA VAN THEO QUAN DPIEM THE GIOI CHU NGHIA

Henry James (1843 - 1916)
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Henry James tung viét rang nghé thuat, dic biét 1a ngh¢ thuét van chuong, “tao ra cugc sdng,
tao ra mbi quan tam, tao ra sy quan trong”. Tiéu thuyet va su nghiép phé binh cia James la
nhiing tac phadm khé nhét, phtc tap nhét va tinh tio nhat trong thoi ky d6. Cing véi Mark
Twain, James thudng dugc xép vao hang ngii nhing tiéu thuyét gia vi dai nhét ciia My vao
ntra sau thé ky 19.

James ndi tiéng vé “dé tai qudc t&” ciia minh - 4o 1a m01 quan h¢ phirc tap gitta nhiing ngudi
My ngéy tho va nhiing nguoi chau Au c6 tu tuong quic té. Nhirng cu6n sach ma tac gia Vlet
tiéu sir clia ong 1a Leon Edel cho rang thudc vao giai doan dau tién, hay “giai doan quc t&”
ctia James bao gdm nhiing tic pham Transatlantic Sketches (Nhitng phéac thao xuyén Pai Tay
Duong) gém Nhiing bai du ky (1875), The American (Ngudi My) (1877), Daisy Miller
(1879) va mot kiét tac, cudn The Portrait of a Lady (Chan dung mot ménh phy) (1881).

Trong cubn The American chang han, Christopher Neuman, mot ky ngh¢ gia triéu phu ty lap
thén, ngdy tho nhung thong minh va ly tuong, di chéu Au tim kiém mot ¥ trung nhén. Khi gia
dinh c6 cy tuyét vi 6ng thiéu mot ngudn gbe quy toc, ong lai co co hoi dé rira han cho minh
khi quyet dinh khong tra thu, 6ng da ching to dugc sy hon han vé mat dao duc ciia minh.

Thoi ky sang tac thir hai cua James 1a thoi ky thir nghiém. Ong khai thac nhitng d& tai méi mé
- phong trao nit quyén va cai cach xa hoi trong The Bostonians (Nguoi Boston - 1886) va
muu 66 chinh tri trong The Princess Casamassima (Cong chua Casamassima - 1886). Ong
clng b gang viét cho san khau, nhung that bai. V& kich Guy Domville (1895) bi la 6 phan
d6i ngay dém cong dién dau tién.

Vao giai doan thir ba, hay “giai doan chu yéu” ctia 6ng, James tré lai nhitng dé tai qudc té,
nhung xt Iy chung véi sy nghién ciru tAm 1y sdu sic va tinh nghé thuat dugc nang cao. Cudn
The Wings of the Dove (P6i canh chim cau - 1902) rat phtic tap va hau nhu huyén bi, The
Ambassador (Ngai dai st - 1903) (ma James cho 1a cuén tiéu thuyét hay nhat ciia minh) va
The Golden Bow (Cai t6 bang vang - 1904) ghi déu  giai doan quan trong nay. Néu chu dé
chinh ciia Twain 1 cac hién tuong cudc séng va thé gisi hién thyc, thi diéu quan tim thuong
xuyén cua James la tri gidc. Vi James, chi c6 sy tu nhan thirc vé minh va tri gidc 10 rang vé
nguoi khac méi mang lai sy khon ngoan va mét tinh yéu vi tha. Trong khi James phat trién
luan diém nay, tiéu thuyét ciia 6ng cang mang dam tinh chat tam 1y hon va it quan tam dén
nhiing sy c¢6 bén ngoai hon. Trong tac pham sau ndy cta James, nhitng su kién quan trong
nhat déu mang tinh cach tim 1y - thuong 1a nhitng khoanh khic giac ngd thuc sy cho phép
nhitng nhan vt thiy duoc sy mé 1am trude day cua minh. Vi du, trong The Ambassador, dng
Lambert Strether da ludng tudi nhung séng rat 1y tuong kham pha mdt quan h¢ yéu duong bi
mat va cling d6ng thoi phat hién ra su phirc tap méi mé trong doi sdng ndi tim ciia minh. Sy
cling ran, cuong truc va dao dirc ciia ong trd nén ngudi hon va rong 16n hon khi 6ng thy
minh c6 kha ning chap nhan nhimg ngudi da sa nga, pham toi.

Edith Wharton (1862 - 1937)

Ciing nhu James, Edith Wharton c6 mot quang doi 16n 1én & chau Au va cudi cung chon né
lam chon dung than. Ba xuat than tir mot gia dinh giau c6, danh gia trong xa hoi New York
va tdn mat nhin thay sy suy vong ciia tang 16p x4 hoi van minh nay. Cung lot vao tAm mat cia
balasu phat 1én cua nhimg gia dinh kinh doanh, truéng gia vira hoc doi vira thé bao. Su
chuyén doi xa hoi nay 1a bdi canh trong nhiéu cudn tiéu thuyét cua ba.

Ciing nhu James, Wharton néu ra nhiing twong phan giita ngudi My va nguoi Au. Diéu cot

18i trong mbi quan tim ciia ba 1a cai hd sau ngan cach giita thyc trang xa hoi va ban nga bén
trong cia moi ngudi. Thuong thi mét nhan vat nhay cam thay minh bi mac ket gitra nhitng
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con ngudi vo cam hodc la cac thé luc xa hoi. Ban than Edith Wharton d4 trai qua kinh nghiém
vé cai bay d6 khi con 1a mot nha vin tré. Ba da phai chiu dung mot su suy sup tinh than kéo
dai phan nao boi su gidng co giita vai trd lam nha vin va 1am vo ciia ba. Nhitng cudn tiéu
thuyét hay nhat cia Wharton c6 The House of Mirth (Ngdi nha cta niém vui - 1905), The
Custom of the Country (Tap tuc dia phuong - 1913), Summer (Mua he - 1917), The Age of
Innocence (Thoi tho ngdy - 1920), va cudn tiéu thuyét ngin duoc trau chudt tuyét voi Ethan
Frome (1911).

VAN HOC TU NHIEN VA HIEN THUC TRAN TRUI

St md xé nhitng déng co am mudi vé tién bac va tinh duc trong sang tac cia Wharton va
James da ndi két ho véi nhiing tac gia ma xét bé ngoai hinh nhu hoan toan khac biét: Stephen
Crane, Jack London, Frank Norris, Theodore Dreiser va Upton Sinclair. Gidng nhu nhiing
nha vin c6 quan diém thé gidi cht nghia, nhung véi do xac thuc cao hon, nhiing nha vin tu
nhién chu nghia nay da st dung co s6 hién thuc dé lién hé giira c4 nhan voi xa hoi. Ho
thuong vach ra nhimg van dé xa hoi va chiu anh hudng siu sic cua hoc thuyét Darwin va Iy
thuyét triét hoc c6 lién quan ciia cht nghia dinh ménh, xem c4 nhan nhu nhimng con co cia
nhiing thé luc kinh té - xa hoi vuot ra ngoai tam kiém soat cua ho.

Chu nghia tu nhién thyc chét 14 biéu hién van hoc cua thuyét dinh ménh. Két hop véi su mod
ta chan thuc, lanh lung cudc séng cua tﬁng 16p ha luu, thuyét dinh ménh chdi bo ton giao nhu
1a mot strc manh thuc day trén thé gidi va thay vao do quan niém thé gi61 nhu la mot cd may.
Cac nha tu tuong Anh sang thé ky 18 cling tudng tuong thé gi61 1a mot c6 may, nhung la mot
cd may hoan hao, do Thugng dé tao nén va dan duong dén su tién bo va sy cai thién nhan
ban. Cac nha vin ty nhién cha nghia tréi lai cho rang thé gidi 1a mot ¢6 may mu quéng, ching
c6 gi 1a thiéng liéng va vuot ra ngoai sy kiém soat.

Nha str hoc My thé ky 19 Henry Adams xay dung nén mét Iy thuyét chi tiét vé lich sir c6 lién
hé dén y tuong mot cd may phat dién, hay strc manh may moc va mot sy chuyén hoa ning
luong hodc sy suy sup cua sitc manh nay. Adams khong nhin thay nhiing tién bo xa hoi, ong
chi nhin thiy sy di xudng khong thé tranh khoi cua xa hoi loai nguoi.

Stephen Crane, con trai cua mdt muc su, trinh bay su danh mét Thuong dé mot cach co dong
nhat:

Mot nguoi noi voi vil tru:

“Thua ngai, toi ton tail”

“Tuy nhién”, vii tru dap loi

“Sw kién da khong tao nén trong ta
Moty thire bon phan”.

Gidng nhu chu nghia lang man, cht nghia Ty nhién xuat hién dau tién ¢ chau Au. N6 thuong
dugc xem 1a xudt phat tir nhirg tac phdm ciia Honoré de Balzac vao thap nién 40 va duogc
nhin nhan nhu 1a mot trao luu van hoc Phap ge"m lién v&i tén tudi Gustave Flaubert, Edmond
va Jules Goncourt, Emile Zola va Guy de Maupassant. N6 manh dan phoi trAn mat trai bi che
khuét cta xa hoi va nhitng dé tai nhu ly di, tinh duc, ngoai tinh, khén cung va tdi ac.

Chu nghia Ty nhién n6 r¢ khi nguoi My bét dau cong cudc do thi hoa va nhén thirc dugc tam
quan trong ctia cac thé luc kinh té va xa hoi rong 16n. Vao trude 1890, cic cira ngd bién gisi
dugc cong bd chinh thire dong cira. Hau hét ngudi My sdng & cac thanh phd, va viée kinh
doanh c6 vai tro thong tri ngay ca ¢ nhiing ving thén qué xa x6i, héo lanh.
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Stephen Crane (1817 -1900)

Stephen Crane sinh ¢ Jersey. T4 tién cta 6ng c6 18 1a mot trong nhitng chién si ciia cudce
chlen tranh Cach mang, nhung muc su, nhitng canh sat truéng, nhirng quan toa, va néng dan
da soéng trude d6 mot thé ky. Lap nghiép 1a mot phong vién, dng cling viét tiéu thuyét, tiéu
ludn, tho va kich. Crane nhin cu¢c doi ¢ dang thé thién tran tryi nhét, & trong nhitng khu nha
6 chuot vé trén chién truong. Nhing truyén ngin cua 6ng - dic biét “The Open Boat” (Con
thuyén), “The Blue Hotel” (Khach san mau xanh da trdi) va “The Bride Comes to Yellow
Sky” (Co dau dén Yellow Sky(zo)) - 1 nhiing vi du cho thé loai d6. Cudn tiéu thuyét khong
thé nao quén vé Noi chién, The Red Badge of Courage (huy hiéu d6 anh diing) dugc nhiét liét
hoan nghénh khi xuat ban nam 1895, nhung 6ng khong co duoc thoi gian dé tim minh trong
vinh quang trudc khi chét & tudi 29, vi qua khinh suét trong viéc giir gin strc khoe. Ong hau
nhu b1 lang quén sudt trong hai thap men dau cua thé ky 20, nhung lai dugc dung tugng qua
mot tiéu st ngoi ca do Thomes Beer Vlet nam 1923. Ké tir 46, 6ng cang ngdy cang trd nén ndi
tiéng nhur 1a mot ngudi bénh vuc quyén loi quan ching, mot nha van hién thyc va tugng
trung chu nghia.

Tac pham Maggie - A Girl of the Streets (Maggie - C6 gai diém - 1893) cuia Crane la mot
trong nhing tic pham hay nhat néu khong phai 13 sém nhét ciia chii ‘nghia ty nhién My. Day
1a cdu chuyén dau 1ong v€ mét cb gai tre da ngheo lai nhay cam, xudt than tir mot - giadinh
mat hang, bd me ruou ché, vo hoc, hoan toan rudng bd cbd. Yéu va nong long mubn trdn thoat
khong khi dia nguc gia dinh, c6 da bi mot ga dan ong tré du dd vé séng v6i minh, sau d6
chang bao lau gi lai bo roi c6. Khi ma ngay ca nguoi me tu cho minh 1 ding dén ciing chbi
b6 ¢d, thi Maggie chi con cach trg thanh mot ¢6 gai dimg dudng dé nudi than, nhung ching
bao 1au ¢o tur tir vi tuyét vong. D& tai va chét liéu hoan toan tran tuc két hop véi van phong
khoa hoc, khach quan, khong ran day dao dtrc, da danh dau Maggie 1a mot tac phém tu nhién
chu nghia.

Jack London (1876 - 1916)

Tt cong nhan ngheo, tu hoc ¢ California, nha van cia chi nghia ty nhién Jack London da c6
mot ¢ nhay ngoan muc tir canh co han budc 1én dai danh vong béi tuyén tap truyén ngin dau
tién cta minh, The Son of the Wolf (Pita con clia S6i - 1904), phan 16n bdi canh 13 & ving
Klondike & Alaska va Yukon & Canada. Nhiing cudn sach ban chay khac ciia ong gom The
Call of the Wild (Tiéng goi noi hoang da - 1903) va The Sea-Wolf (Hai tic soi bién - 1904),
khién ong trd thanh nha vin dugc tra nhuan but cao nhat & Hoa Ky vao thoi do.

Cuén tiéu thuyét mang tinh cach ty thuat Martin Eden (1909) miéu ta nhiing cang thang noi
tai ctia “gidc mo M$” ma ban than London di trai qua khi dng nhu mdt vi sao tir nghéo kho
t6i tim bay dén chd giau sang va danh tiéng Eden, mdt thuy thu nghéo mat rép, khong dugc
hoc hanh nhung théng minh va ham hiéu biét, quyet tam trd thanh nha van. Cudi cung tac
pham cua anh lam cho anh tré nén giau cé va noi tleng, nhung ciing chinh lic d6 Eden nhan
ra rang ngudi con gai ma anh yéu chi quan tim dén tién bac va danh tiéng ciia anh ma thoi.
Su v& mong trong tinh yéu vi ngudi trong mong cua minh hoan toan khong c6 kha nang yéu
thuong dé lam cho anh mat ludn 10ng tin vao pham gia con nguoi. Anh ciing 1a nan nhan cia
su tha hoa giai cdp, vi anh khong con thudc vé tang 16p lao dong nita, trong khi anh chdi bo
nhiing gia tri vt chat ctia tang 10p quy tdc ma vi n anh da phai lao dong va nd luc vuot buc.
Trén chuyén tau dén Nam Thai Binh Duong anh da nhay xudng bién tu tr. Cling nhu nhiéu
cudn tiéu thuyét hay nhét thoi d6, Martin Eden 1a cau chuyén vé su thit bai. N6 1a mau muc

2 Yellow Sky: tén mdt thi trén trong truyén ngin ndi tiéng nay.
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cho cudn The Great Gatsby (Gatsby vi dai) ctia F. Scott Fitzgerald khi n6 boc 19 su tuyét
vong cua con nguoi gitta vinh hoa phu quy.

Theodore Dreiser (1871 - 1945)

Nam 1925, tac phidm An American Tragedy (Mot bi kich M¥) caa Theodore Dreiser ra doi,
cling giébng nhu Martin Eden cia London, kham pha nhitng hiém hoa cta gidc mo My. Cau
chuyén tai hién dén timg chi tiét nho vé cude doi cua Clyde Griffiths, mot cau bé kém ¥ chi
va co chit it y thirc. Cau 16n 1én trong mot gia dinh nghéo kho, di lang thang hanh nghé
thuyét gido. Cau bé sém nudi mo udc duge giau sang va dugc mot ngudi phu nir dep yéu.
ROi anh ta duge mot ngudi bac giau c6 nhan vao lam trong nha may cta ong. Khi nguoi ban
gai Roberta ctia anh c6 thai, c¢6 yéu cau anh ta phai cudi. Trong khi d6, Clyde lai dem long
yéu mdt c6 gai thude xa hoi thuong luu 1a dai dién cho su thanh céng, tién tai va dia vi xa
hoi. Clyde can than vach ké hoach dim Roberta chét trong mot chuyén di choi thuyén, nhung
vao gidy phit cudi ciing anh lai ddi y; tuy nhién c6 van ngiu nhién té xudng nudc. Clyde von
boi gioéi da khong ctru ¢d, va cd chét dudi. Khi Clyde bj ra hiu toa, Dreiser ké lai cau chuyén
theo chiéu nguoc lai, da khon khéo st dung nhitng vi tri thudn lgi cua luét su cong t va luat
su bao chira dé phan tich timg budc di va dong luyc dan Clyde, mot thanh nién tinh tinh vén
diu dang, rat mo dao va co quan hé gia dinh tbt dep, dén chd pham toi giét nguoi.

Mic dau khong c6 duge phong cach tinh té nhung Dreiser trong An American Tragedy lai
ching t6 12 ngoi but bac thay. Nhimg chi tiét chinh xac ciia tic pham di tao duoc mot cam
nhan ménh liét vé mot tan bi kich khong thé nao tranh khoi. Cudn tiéu thuyét 1a mot birc
tranh cay doc 1am ton thuong huyén thoai vé su thanh cong dé dang & My, va né ciing 1a mot
cdu chuyén phd bién vé nhiing ap luc cta cong cudc do thi hoa, hién dai hoa, va su tha hoa.
N6 ciing n6i 1én nhiéu khia canh vé nhiing twdng tuong lang man va nguy hiém cia nhimng ké
bi tudc doat.

An American Tragedy phan anh sy bt mén, 1ong ghen ti, vasuy tht vong 1am dan nghéo va
tang 16p lao dong phai dau kho trong sy canh tranh gay git cia xa hoi My, noi ma sy thanh
cong vura 1a dong luc vira la ndi 4m anh. Khi stc manh cua nganh cong nghiép My troi day,
cudc séng hao nhodng cua 16p nguoi giau co xuét hién hang ngay trén bao anh va tap chi la
mot su tuong phan rat rd nét voi cude sbng am dam budn té ciia da sé nong dan va tang 16p
cong nhan ¢ do thi. Truyén thong dai chung da thoi phong 1én nhimg udc ao doi doi va nhiing
ham muén phi Iy. Nhitng van dé nhu thé 13 hét sirc binh thudng véi nhitng dat nuéc dang
hién dai héa, tao dat song cho trao luu bao chi c6 xu hudng khudy bun d6 1a mot loai phong
su diéu tra phanh phui c6 chiéu sau, cung cap tu liéu vé nhimg van d& xa hoi va tao ra su thic
day quan trong cho viéc cai tao xa hoi.

Truyen thong virng manh cua bao chi diéu tra My bat ngudn tir giai doan nay. Trong sudt thoi
gian 4y, to tap chi tim ¢& qudc gia nhu 1a McClures va Collier’s d3 xuit ban cudn History of
the Standard Oil Company(zl) (Lich st cua cong ty ddu mo Standard Oil - 1904) cua Ida M.
Tarbell, The Shame of the Cities (N&i 6 nhuc ctia cac do thi - 1904) cua Lincoln Steffens, va
céc vu phanh phui day tai tiéng khac. Nhimng cudn tiéu thuyét boi moc sir dung nhing ky
thuét bao chi doc ddo dé khéic hoa nhiing diéu kién séng khic nghiét va sy ap buc. Cubn The
Octopus (Bach tugc - 1901) cua Frank Norris theo phai Dan tiy da phanh phui nhitng vu bé
bbi ciia nhirng cong Ty hoa xa 16n, trong luc d6 cudn The Jungle (Rimg ram - 1908) ctia
Upton Sinclair theo phéi xa hoi da phoi bay sy do day ban thiu ctia cong nghé lam thit hop &
Chicago. Cudn The Iron Heel (Got sit - 1908) véi cai nhin bi quan ciia Jack London thi di

2! Standard Oil Company: mét cong ty du lira hang diu ciia My. Tén viét tit cia n6 1a S.0 va doc 1a ESSO.
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trude cuon nam 1984 cua George Orwell trong viéce tién dodn mot cude chién giai cap va vigc
dao chinh cudp chinh quyén.

Mot phan tng c6 tinh ngh¢ thuat hon 1a cac chan dung hién thuc hay nhom chén dung nhirng
nhan vét binh thuong va nhimg that vong trong cudc sdng ndi tim. Tuyén tap truyén ngin
Main - Travelled Roads (Nhiing néo dudng chinh - 1891) cua tac gia dugc William Dean
Howell bao trg, Hamlin Garland (1860 - 1940) la phong tranh trung bay chan dung cta
nhing ngudi binh thudng. N6 khic hoa nhimng birc tranh dang kinh ngac vé sy khon cing cia
noéng dan mién Trung T4y doi cai cach nong nghi¢p. Tua cubn sach am chi vé nhiéu con
duong chay vé hudng Tay ma nhimng nguoi khan hoang nhoc nhan di di theo va nhiing con
duong chinh dr:fly bui bam ¢ cac lang dinh cu cta ho.

Gan giii voi Main - Travelled Roads ctia Garland 1a Winesburg, Ohio (Thanh phd Winesburg,
bang Ohio) cua Sherwood Anderson (1876 - 1941) dugc bat dau 1916. Pay 1a tuyén tap
truyén ngan rdi rac vé cac cu dan ctia mot thanh pho hu cdu Winesburg qua cai nhin cua mot
phong vién tré tho ngdy George Willard, nguoi cudi cung ciing ra di tim kiém co may cua
minh & d6 thi. Gibng nhu Main-Travelled Roads va nhiing tac pham theo truong phai tu
nhién khac cua thoi ky nay, Winesburg, Ohio nhin manh doi song nghéo khd am tham, sy co
don va tuyét vong ctia cac thanh phd nho & My.

“TRUONG PHAI CHICAGO” TRONG THI CA

Ba nha tho mién Trung T4y 16n 1én & bang Illinois va chia sé mdi quan tim ctia mién Trung
Tay voi quan chiing 1a Carl Sandburg, Vachel Lindsay va Edgar Lee Masters. Tho cua ho
thuong quan tdm dén nhiing ca nhan cua bong tdi, ho phat trién nhitng k¥ thuat mang yéu to
hién thuc, nhiing dién ta déy kich tinh, giap ho thu hat dugc dong dao doc gia hon. Ho 1a mét
phan cta van hoc mién Trung T4y, hay truong phai Chicago ndi 1én trudc Thé chién thir nhat
thach thirc dinh ché vin hoc & bd Déng. St “Phuc hung ctia Chicago™ 1a mot budc ngoit cia
nén vin hoa My: n6 ching minh rang vin hoa cia ving dat nay da truong thanh.

Edgar Lee Masters (1868 - 1950)

Trude thém cua thé ky 20, Chicago di trd thanh mét d6 thi 16n, qué huong cua nén kién tric
cach tan va nhiing bd suu tap nghé thuat tam voc thé gioi. Chicago ciling 1a noi ra doi cua to
Poetry ciia Harriet Monnoe, mot tap chi van hoc quan trong nhat thoi do.

Trong s nhirng nha tho duong dai dang chu y ma tap chi nay da gidi thiu, co Edgar Lee
Masters, tac gia tap tho dan than Spoon River Anthology (Tuyén tap Spoon River - 1915).
Tap tho ndi bat vai ngdn ngit hang ngay “chang tho mdt chit nao’ > hét strc mGi mé, mot su
bdc bach thang than 'vé tinh duc, cai nhin phé phan vé cudc song lang qué, va nhiig miéu ta
cuong diéu vé doi séng nodi tm ciia nhimg con ngudi ching ¢ gi noi bat.

Spoon River Anthology 1 tuyén tap nhimg chan dung duoc trinh bay nhu nhitng doan bi ky
viét bang ngdn ngir thong thudng tom luge cude doi cia nhitng ngudi dan qué nhu thé bang
101 1€ cua chinh hg. N6 vé ra toan canh ctia mdt lang qué qua cai nghia trang ctia no: 250
ngudi chon ¢ ddy di 1én tiéng boc bach nhiing bi mat sau kin nhét ciia ho. Nhiéu ngudi co
quan hé mat thiét v6i nhau; thanh vién ctia 20 gia dinh n6i vé nhiing that bai va gidc mo cia
ho béng nhitng bai tu su theo thé tho-tu-do hién dai mot cach dang ngac nhién.

Carl Sandburg (1878 - 1967)
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Mot nguroi ban ciia ong da noi: “C6 viét ngén gon vé Carl Sandburg ciing gidng nhu ¢b gang
chup hinh hém nui Grand Canyon(2 ) bang mot tim hinh den trang”. La nha tho, nha sir hoc,
nha vin viét tiéu sir, tleu thuyét, sang tac nhac va viét tiéu luan - Sandburg - con trai cia mot
nguoi tho rén dudng sat xung dang voi tat ca nhirng danh hi€u d6 va con hon thé nira. Song
bang nghe Vlet bao, ong viét tiéu sir d6 s6 vé Abraham Lincoln - mdt trong nhirng tac pham
kinh dién vé thé loai nay cua thé ky 20.

Dbi voi nhidu nguoi, Sandburg 1a mot Walt White hién dai. Ong viét nhitng van tho yéu nudc
va nhing bai tho day cam xuc vé doi sdng do thi, nhimng giai diéu don gian tré tho va nhiing
khiic ballad. Ong di khip noi ngam tho va ghi am tho ctia minh bang mot giong ngdm c6 4m
diéu du duong, ngot ngao, thuc su 1a mot cach hat. Ty ban chét ong hoan toan khiém ton, du
cho tiéng tam ling iy ca nudc. Piéu 6ng mong mudn trong cude séng nhu mot 1an 6ng noi la
“dugc thoat khoi giam cam... duoc an déu dan... duoc in ra nhitng gi t6i viét... mot tinh yéu
noi qué nha va chut it au yém triu mén noi day va xa kia trong toan canh nudc My... (va)
duoc ca hat mdi ngay”.

Bai tho “Chicago” (1914) 1a mdt vi du tuyét voi cho nhiing chu dé trén va cho phong cach
Whitman cua 6ng:

Ga ban thit heo cho toan thé gioi,

Ngueoi lam dung cu, ké chdt dong lia mi,
Nguoi rong choi voi nhitng dwong xe lira va
Ngueoi chuyén hang cua dat nude;

Nhue béo t6, 6n o, dcfy strec manh

Thanh phé ciia nhitng doi vai viing vang.

Vachel Lindsay (1879 - 1931)

Vachel Lindsay la mot muc su theo phai Dan tiy ¢ mét thi trdn nho mién Trung Tay va la
nguoi sang tao ra loai tho c¢6 nhip di¢u manh mé lam ra dé doc 16n trude dam dong. Sang tac
cua ong la mot sy két hop ky 40 v6i mdt mat 1a nhitng hinh thirc tho ca binh dan, hay dan
gian, chiang han nhu nhiing bai hat phic am Thién Chua giao va ca nhac tap ky va mat khac
1a thi phap tién tién cta cac trao luu hién dai. La mét nha tho doc trude cong ching cuc ky
noi tiéng thoi do, nhimg cach doc cua Lindsay la tién than nhing cach doc tho ctia nhém
“Beat” thoi sau thé chién II ¢6 dém nhac Jazz.

Dé pho bién tho cho cong chung, Lindsay phat trién cai ma ong goi 1a mot “loai ca nhac tap
k¥ cao cip”, ding 4m nhac va céc tiét thu manh. La ngudi phan biét chung toc dua vao tiéu
chuan hién nay, bai tho nbi tiéng cua 6ng “The congo” (1914) ca ngoi lich st ciia nhiing
nguoi Phi chau béng cach pha tron nhac Jazz, tho, 4m nhac va ca tir. Ong déng thoi lam cho
nhitng nhan vt 15i lac trong lich sir nuéc My ching han nhu Abraham Lincoln (trong bai
“Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight” Abraham Lincoln di dao gitta d&m khuya va John
Chapman (“Johnny Appleseed” - Johnny hat t40) trd nén bt tir bai nghé thuat pha tron giira
hién thuc va huyén thoai.

Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869 - 1935)

*2 Grand Canyon: mét thung liing rong ménh mong bi song Colorado cit ngang & ving cao nguyén thudc Tay
Béc Arizona. Hém nui ngoan muc dep nhu méot tac phim diéu khic nay c6 chiéu rong tir 0,2 dén 29km va trai
dai tur cira song Paria gén dia phan phia Béc ciia Arizona dén vach nii Grand Wash gﬁn Nevada, tic la vao
khoang 446 km.
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Edwin Arlington Robinson 1 nha tho My xuét sac nhat vao cudi thé ky 19. Giéng nhu Edgar
Lee Masters, 6ng ndi tiéng vi nhitng phat hién Vé nét khoi hai, tinh cach thiéu hoan hao cua
nhiing con nguoi binh thuong. Nhung khong gidng Masters, Robinson dung 4m luat truyén
thong. Thi trin Tilbury do 6ng tuong tuong ra cling gidng nhu Spoon River cua Masters chira
dung bao cudc song mon trong tuyét vong am tham. Mot sd nhirng bai tho tu sy ndi tiéng cta
Robinson 1a “Luke Havergal” (1896), v€ mdt tinh nhan bi bé roi, “Miniver Cheevy” (1910),
hinh 4nh mot con ngudi mdng mo lang man; va “Richard Cory” (1896), mot chan dung am
dam vé mdt con nguoi giau co da tu két 1iéu doi minh:

MGéi khi Richard Cory di ra pho,

chung toi ty trén via he dung nhin éng:
Ong la mét quy ong lich duyét

An can, dep twoi; thon tha, uy nghiém.

Va ong luon an mac that chinh té, nha nhan
Ong luén nhan tir khi tro chuyén cung ai

Ong van thiong dé mat 1én khi néi,

“Chao 6ng” va tréng ong rang ré moi bude di.

Ong giau c6 - vdng, con giau hon ca mgt ong vua -

Ong duoe day dé dé phong nha trong tung cir chi:

Cudi cing, chiing téi nghi rang éng la tdt ca nhitng gi Khién ching t6i ao wée dwoc la
ong.

Vi thé chiing 16i tiép tuc lam viéc, va doi cho may mdn
Va qua ngay khéng c6 thit an, va nguyén ria banh mi
Con Richard Cory, mot dém he ém vd'ng,

Bad vé nha va ban mét vién dan vao dau ong.

“Richard Cory” chiém dugc mot chd ding bén canh Martin Eden, An American Tragedy, va
The Great Gatsby nhu mét 101 canh tinh déy strc manh chéng lai huyén thoai vé su thanh
cong duoc thoi phong 1én bién thanh bénh dich hanh ngudi dan My trong thoi dai ctia nhiing
nha triéu phu.

HAI TIEU THUYET GIA MANG SAC THAI PIA PHUONG

Hai nit tiéu thuyét gia Ellen Glasgow (1873 -1945) va Willa Cather (1873 - 1947) chuyén
kham pha vé thé gi6i phu nit, va dat ho vao trong nhitg khung canh dia phuong dugce xay
dung v6i mét vé ruc rd, huy hoang. Thyc ra, khong ai trong hai nguoi tuyén b6 nhiing van dé
dic biét vé phu nit. Trong cac tac phdm dau tay cta nhan vat chinh 13 nam, va chi khi ho da
tao dugc sy tu tin va mot do chin trong nghé thuat, ho méi quay sang mo ta doi song cua phu
nir. Glasgow va Cather chi c6 thé dugc xem 1a “cac nha vin nir” theo nghia mo t, vi tac
pham cua ho khong thé phan loai duoc.

Glasgow nguoi ving Richmond bang Virginia, tha phu cii cia phe mién Nam thoi Noi chién.
Céc tiéu thuyét hién thyc cta ba phan anh su bién d6i ciia mién Nam tir mot nén kinh té nong
nghiép sang cong nghiép. Cac tac pham c6 gia tri nhu Virginia (1912) xoay quanh nhimng
kinh nghiém ciia ngudi mién Nam, trong lic nhimg tac pham sau nay nhu Barren Groand
(Dt bac mau (1925) - dugc cong nhan la tac pham hay nhat ctia ba - kich hoa cuge doi
nhitng phu nit tai hoa c¢b gang vuot qua nhing 18 thoi truyén thong bo hep ctia mién Nam,
khuon dinh thién chire ndi trg, trach nhiém gia dinh va sy phu thudc cia phu nit.
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Cather, mdt nguoi Virginia khac, 16n 1én trén thao nguyén Nebradka gitra nhitng nguoi di dan
khan hoang - sau nay lam cho ho song mai trong cudn O Pionners! (Oi! Nhimng ngudi khai
hoang - 1913), My Antonia (Antonia cua toi - 1918), va cau chuyén ndi tiéng cuia ba
Neighbour Rosicky (Nguoi hang xom Rosicky - 1928). Trong cudc doi, ba tré nén ngay cang
xa la véi chu nghia vét chét cia cudc song hién dai va viét vé nhitng 40 mong khac nhau &
Tay Nam nudc My va trong qua khir. Cudn Death Comes for the Archbishop (cai chét cua
ngai giam muc - 1927) dung lai tinh than 1y tudng cia hai tu si thé ky 16 1ap nén Gido hdi
Cong gi4o & sa mac New - Mexico. Tac pham cua Cather tuéng niém nhiing khia canh quan
trong cua kinh nghiém My bén ngoai dong vin hoc chinh théng - nhu viéc khai khan, sy
thanh 1ap t6n gido, va cudc sdng doc 1ap cua phu nit.

SU VUON LEN CUA NEN VAN HOC MY DA BEN

Thanh tyu vin hoc ctia ngudi My Da den 1a mot trong nhitng budc phat trién van hoc ndi bat
nhét sau Noi chién. Cac dong vin hoc My da den di bét ré trong cac tac phiam ciia Booker T.
Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois, James Weldon Johson, Charles Waddell Chesnutt, Paul
Laurence Dunbar va nhiing nguoi khac, dang chu y nhét 1a thé loai tiéu st tu thuat, van hoc
phan khang, nhitng bai thuyét giang, tho va 4m nhac.

Booker T. Washington (1856 - 1915)

Booker T. Washington, nha gido duc va ngudi lanh dao Da den ndi bat nhét vao thoi d6. Ong
sinh ra va 16n 1€n trong than phén n6 1¢ & quan Franklin - bang Virginia, cha 1a nguoi Da
trang chii nd, me 14 nir nd 1¢ Da den. Tiéu str tu thuat don gian, rat hay cta éng Up From
Slavery (bung 1€n tir cude doind 1€ - 1901), ké lai cudc déu tranh thang lgi ctia 6ng trong
viéc tu dudng ban than. Ong tré nén ndi tiéng boi nhitng nd luc trong viéc cai thién cudc song
ctia nhitng nguoi My Da den; chinh sach hoa giai voi ngudi Da trang cta 6ng - mot nd luc
gitp do nhimg nguoi My Da den mdi dugce giai phong hoa nhap vao dong chay chung cua xa
héi M§ - duoc vach ra trong dién vin ndi tiéng cua ong nhan dé “Atlanta Exposition
Address” (1895).

W.E.B. Du Bois (1868 - 1963)

Sinh & New England va dugc dao tao ¢ Dai hoc Harvard va Dai hoc Berlin (Duc), W. E. B.
Du Bois 14 tac gia ctia bai viét “Of Mr Booker T. Washington and Others” (Vé ong Booker T.
Washington va nhirgh nguoi khac), mét tiéu luan vé sau dugc tap hop trong cudn sach ndi
tiéng ctia d6ng The Souls of Black Folk (TAm hon ngudi Da den - 1903). Du Bois can than
chimg minh rang du cho Washington c6 nhiéu thanh tich, ong that sy da chip nhén sy ky thi
chung toc - sy d6i xr bat binh ding va phan biét ddi véi nguoi My Da den - va sy ky thi 4y
tat yéu s& dan dén dia vi thap keém cua nguoi Da den, dac biét 1a trong gido duc. Du Bois, mot
sang lap vién cua Hi¢p hoi quoc gia vi sy t1en b cua nguoi da mau (NAACP), cling viét
nhing 101 danh gia nhay ben, sac sao vé truyén thong va van hoa cua nguoi My goc Phi; tac
pham cua 6ng giup nhitng nguoi tri thirc Da den khai thac nén van hoc va 4m nhac dan gian
phong pht cua dan toc minh.

James Weldon Johnson (1871 - 1938)

Cung nhu Du Bois, nha tho James Weldon Johnson tim cam himg trong nhiing bai déan ca cua
ngudi My Da den. Bai tho “O Black and Unknown Bards” (Oi, nhitng nha tho Da den vo
danh! - 1917) cta 6ng c6 doan
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Trai tim nguoi né 1é nao trao tuon bao giai diéu

Nhuw trong bai “Lén bude dén bén Chia’ mét khiic nhac diu ém
Linh héon anh chdc tw do bay luon hang dém,

Dau quanh déi tay anh xich xiéng xiét chdt.

Mang trong minh dong mau pha tron gitra Da den va Da trang, Johnson d tim hiéu van dé
phtrc tap cua chung toc trong cuon tleu thuyét Autobiography of an Ex - Colored (Tiéu st tu
thuét ciia mot nguoi lai - 1912) viét vé mot ngudi pha tron hai dong mau da “vugt qua” dinh
kién (hay 1a dugc chap nhan) 1am nguoi Da trang. Cudn sach chuyén tai mot cach ¢6 hiéu qua
su quan tim ctiia nguoi My Da den voi nhimng van dé ngudn gdc lai lich & My.

Charles Waddell Chesnutt ( 1858 - 1932)

Charles Waddell Chesnutt, tac gia cua hai tuyén tap truyén ngan, The Conjure Woman (Nit
phap su - 1899), The Wife of His Youth (Nguoi vg thoi son tre - 1899) tiéu thuyét The
Marrow Of Trandittion (Cbt 13i cta truyen thong - 1901), va mot cudn tiéu sir vé& Frederick
Douglass, di trudc thoi dai. Truyén ngan cua 6ng duya trén cac dé tai vé ching toc, nhung
tranh né nhimg két cuc c6 thé doan trudc dugc va nhimng tinh cam chung chung, nhén vt cua
6ng 1a nhitng ca nhan o rét voi nhimng thai do phirc tap vé moi viée, bao gom ca van dé
chung toc. Chesnutt thuong mé ta sitc manh cia cong dong Da den va khang dinh nhiing gia
tri dao dirc va sy doan két chung tdc.
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Chuwong 6 TRAO LUU HIEN PAI VA THE NGHIEM THOI KY 1914 - 1945

Nhiéu str gia néu rd dic diém cua nudc My trong khoang thdi gian giira hai thé chién nhu 1a
mdt sy khung hoang tdm 1y, mic du thoi gian My dinh liu truc tiép dén chién tranh tuong d6i
ngan (1917 - 1918) va thiét hai ctia n6 it hon nhiéu so v6i nhimg ddng minh chau Au va
nhirng ké thu ciia nd. John Dos Passos di dién ta cai 4o tuéng tan v& cua My sau chién tranh
trong cudn tiéu thuyét Three Soldiers (Ba nguoi linh - 1921), trong d6 6ng cho rang nén vin
minh 1a mot “cong trinh khong 16 ctia su gia doi va chién tranh, thay vi 1a dong tro tan ctia no,
lai la sy dién dat sau cung va day du nhat ctia cai goi 1a vian minh”. Bi chan dong va da vinh
vién thay d6i, ngudi linh My trd vé nha nhung khong bao gid 1y lai duoc sy ngdy tho trong
sang cua minh.

Ca nhimng ngudi linh ra di tir nhitng mién qué ctia nuéec My ciing khong dé dang tré vé véi cai
truge day da 1a coi ré trong cudc sdng ciia ho. Sau khi bon ba khip thé gidi, nhidu ngudi
trong sb ho gior ddy udc ao cd duoc mot cude song tién nghi hién dai noi thi thanh. Nhing
méay moc méi dung trong néng nghiép nhu may trong lua, may git, va may bé da giam thiéu
dang ké nhu cau vé lao dong noéng nghiép, tuy vay du san phdm gia ting, nong dan van
nghéo. Gid nong san, ciing nhu lwong cong nhan, tuy thudc vao sirc manh thi truong tu 150
151 do chiu anh huong ning né ciia cac tap doan kinh doanh: trg cip cua chinh phu cho nong
dan va nhimg nghiép doan cong nhén thuc sy chua dugce thiét lap. “Cong viéc chu yéu cia
ngudi dan My 1a kinh doanh”, tong thdng Calvin Coolidge tuyén bd vao nam 1925, va hau
hét moi ngudi da dong y véi ong.

Trong thoi ky “bung nd 16n” sau chién tranh, thwong mai né rd, cac nha dau tu git hai nhiing
thanh cong va tién bac con vuot xa gidc mo hoang dudng nhét ciia ho. Lan dau tién, nhiéu
nguoi dan My dang ky hoc dai hoc, vao nhirng nam 20, sinh vién dai hoc tang gap doi. Tang
16p trung luu phat dat; nguoi dan My bét dau dugc huong loi tire trung binh qudc gia cao
nhét thé gio1 vao thoi ky d6. Va nhiéu nguoi da mua cho dugc vat tugng trung cho dia vi xa
hoi cao nhit: chiéc xe hoi. Ngbi nha cua cac gia dinh M béc trung dién hinh & thanh phd da
sang 4anh dién va ho huénh hoang vé chiéc radio di ndi nha minh vai thé gidi bén ngoai.
Ngoai ra, ho con cé thé c6 mot cai dién thoai, mot may anh, mot may danh chit, hay mot cai
may may. Giéng nhu nhan vat thuong gia trong cudn Babbitt (1922) ciia Sinclair Lewis, cac
cong dan My tan thuong nhitng cai may nay boi vi chiing tan tién va bai vi hau hét ching 1a
phat minh cta ngudi My va duge san xuat & My.

Nguoi dan My cua “thdp nién 20 soi né)i “say mé cac phuong tién giai tri hién dai. Hau nhu
tat ca moi nguoi déu di xem phim mdi tudn mot lan. Mic du ¢ luat cAm san xudt, van chuyén
va ban rugu dugc ban hanh qua tu chinh an thir 18 - ¢6 hiéu luc vao dau nam 1919, cac quan
ruou 1au va hop dém noi trinh dlen nhac Jazz, ban cocktail, trinh dién cac mbt quan 4o tio
bao va nhitng vii di¢u bdc lira van moc 1én nhu nAm. Xem phim, 14i xe du ngoan, khiéu vii va
may thu thanh 13 nhirng say mé dién cudng cia ca nuéc. Dic biét phu nit 6 My cam thiy
dugc ty do. Nhiéu ngudi da roi trang trai, lang qué lam nhiém vu cho tién tuyen O nhiing
thanh phé 16n & M¥ trong Thé chlen I va d4 16t xac hoan toan. Ho cit toc ngan, mic vay ngan

“phat pho”, va han hoan duoc quyén bo phleu nhd vao tu chinh Hién phép thir 19 dugc thong
qua vao niam 1920. Ho manh dan phat biéu nhiing gi minh nghi va tham gia nhiing cong viéc
chung cta xa hdi.

Trong khi d0, thé hé tré phuong Tay thi ndi loan, gian dit va v& mong voi cude chién tan
khdc, véi thé hé di trude co trach nhiém trong cudc chién tranh nay, va voi nhiing diéu kién
kinh té khé khin sau chién tranh ma o4i am thay lai cho phép ngudi dan My véi mét it d6 la -
nhu cac nha van F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Gertrude Stein, va Ezra Pound séng
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¢ nudc ngoai mot cach phong luu, vuong gia. Nhimg trao luu tri thirc, déc biét 1 phan tam
hoc ctia Freud va 6 mot chung muyec it hon chu nghla Mac (giéng nhu thuyét tién hoa thoi ky
dau cta Darwin), hudng t6i mot thé gi6i quan “vo than” da gop phan vao cudc lat 6 nhing
gié tri truyén thong Ngudi My & hai ngoai tiép thu nhimg quan diém nay, dem chiing vé Mgy,
noi chén rau cit ron cua ho, kich thich tri tudng tuong cua cac nha van va nghé si tre. Ching
han William Faulkner, mot tiéu thuyét gia My thé ky 20 da sir dung nhing yéu t6 phan tim
hoc cua Freud trong tat ca nhitng tac phim ctia minh, ciing nhu hiu hét nhitng nha vian My
nghiém tic sau Thé chién thir I. Mic du c6 mot vé bén ngoai s61 dong, hién dai va mot cude
séng vat chét doi dao chua tung co, gidi tré My thap nién 20 van thudc vé mot “thé hé lac
16ng” nhu Gertrude Stein - mot nguoi chuyén viét chan dung van hoc - da dat tén. Thiéu mot
co cdu truyén thong, bén viing vé gia tri lam ngudi, nguoi ta danh mat ludn cai y thirc vé ban
than. Mot chd dua cia to 4m gia dinh; mdt moi truong xa hoi than thudc, 6n dinh; thién nhién
va cai nhip diéu vinh ciru ctia n6 da hudng dan viée gieo trong va gat hai trong cac nong trai;
¥ thire yéu nude duoc boi dudng thuong xuyén; nhitng gia tri 152 153 dao dirc dwoc nhan
manh béi niém tin ton gido va sy chiém nghiém céa nhan -tit ca nhitng diéu d6 duong nhu di
bi Chién tranh thé gi6i thu I va hau qua cta né 1am bing hoai.

Nhiéu cudn tiéu thuyét, dang cha y 1a The Sun Also Rises (ROi mat troi cling moc - 1925) ciia
Hemingway va This Side of Paradise (Phia bén nay thién duong - 1920) cta Fitzgerald vé ra
su phi pham va nhiing 40 mong tan tanh cua thé hé lac 1ong. Trong bai tho dai gay nhiéu anh
huong cua T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land (Cd1 hoang tan - 1922), mét sa mac tro trui cau mua
trong tuyét vong (su phuc sinh tdm linh) 13 biéu twong ctia nén van minh phuong Tay.

Cudc khung hoang thé gidi vao thap nién 30 da tac dong dén hau hét dan chung My. Cong
nhan mit viéc 1am, nha may déng cira, doanh nghiép va ngan hang v ng; nha néng khong
thé gat hai, van chuyén, hay ban dugc nong san, da khong thé tra ng va danh dé mat trang trai
ctia minh. Han han & mién Trung T4y bién “vua lua” nay cia nudc My thanh mot ving sa
mac khéng 16. Nhiéu nong déan bo xir d&én California kiém viéc, nhu John Steinbeck mo ta
mot cach sdng dong trong The Grapes of Wrath (Chum nho uét hén - 1939). O dinh dlem cua
cudc khing hoang kinh té, mot phan ba nguoi My bi mit viéc. Com bd thi, nhitg khu 6
chuot va nhitng doan quan tim vi€c - nhirmg nguoi that nghiép di lau theo nhitng chuyén tau
chd hang dé kiém viéc 1am - tro thanh mot mang trong doi song dat nudc. Nhidu nguoi cho
rang cudc khung hoang 1a sy trimg phat cho toi sung bai vat chat thai qua va 16i séng budng
tha. Ho tin rang nhitng con bio lam den t6i bau troi mién Trung T4y tao nén ngay phan xét
trong Cuu ude: “Nhitng con xody loc giita ban ngdy va bong dém bao phu giita ban trua”.

Cudc dai khung hoang lam dao dién ca thé giéi. Nudc My di rao truyén mot kiéu Kinh thanh
kinh doanh vao thap nién 20. Gio ddy nhiéu ngudi My ting ho mdt vai tro tich cuc hon cia
chinh phu thé hién trong chwong trinh Bién phap mdi ctia Tong thong Franklin Roosevelt.
Tién ctia lién bang tao nén cong viéc & cc cong trinh cong cong, viée bao ton tai nguyén
thién nhién va dién khi hoa nong thon. Ngh¢ si va tri thirc dugc tra luong dé sang tac nhirng
bich hoa, va nhing cam nang cho cac bang. Nhiing bién phap nay da c6 hiéu qua, nhung chi
c6 su gia tang déu dan cac nganh cong nghiép ctia Chién tranh Thé gidi Thi hai moi lam
song lai su thinh vuong. Sau khi Nhat tin cong My & Tran Chau cang vao ngay 7 thang 12
nam 1941, nhimg xudng dong tau va nha may trude do da phai dong cura lai song déy nhon
nhip san xuat hang loat tau chién, may bay, xe Jeep va quén trang, quan dung. San Xuat va
thir nghiém phuc vu chién tranh din dén nhimg k¥ thuat méi, gdm ca bom nguyén tir. Chimg
kién vu thir nd bom nguyén tir dau tién, Ropert Oppenheimer, ngudi lanh dao nhém cac nha
khoa hoc nguyén tir qudc té trich dan mot bai tho tiéng Hindi mot cach day tién tri: “T6i dang
bién thanh Tt than, ké dap tan tanh thé gidi”.
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TRAO LUU HIEN DAI

Lan song van hoa 16n cua trao luu Hién dai dién dat y thirc vé cudc séng hién dai qua cac loai
hinh nghé thuat nhu 13 mot su doan tuyét dit khoat voi qua khi ciing nhu 13 véi cac truyén
thong ¢ dién ctia nén van minh phuong Tay, da tir tir troi ddy ¢ chau Au va My vao nhiing
niam dau cua thé ky 20. Cudc séng hién dai hinh nhu khac biét mot cach co ban véi 16i séng
truyén théng - khoa hoc hon, téc do hon, k¥ thuat hon va may méc hon. Chu nghia hi¢n dai
bao gdm ludn ca nhiing thay doi nay.

Trong van hoc, Gertrude Stein (1874 - 1946) da phat trién mot su tuong déng v6i nghé thuat
hién dai. La mot cu dan 154 155 Paris va mdt nha suu tip nghé thuat (ba va nguoi em trai
Leo dd mua cic tic pham cia Paul Cézanne, Paul Gauguin, Pierre August Renoir, Pablo
Picasso, va nhiéu hoa si khac), Stein d timg giai thich rang ba va Picasso dang lam mot cong
viée glong nhau, 6ng ta trong linh vuc hdi hoa va ba trong van hoc. Stt dung tir vung cu thé,
don gian thay thé, ba phat trién mot loai tho van xudi thur nghiém, triru tugng. Tinh chét tré
tho trong tir vung don gian ctia Stein goi nhd nhitng mau nguyén, tuoi sang trong hdi hoa
hién dai, con sy 1ap lai cua ba &m vang nhiing hinh thé duoc 13p di, 13p lai ciia nhitng bd cuc
tao hinh triru twong. Bang cach b tri sai ngit phap va ddu chim cau, ba dat dugc nhirng y
nghia “triru twong” moi nhu trong tap tho gay nhiéu anh hudng cua ba 1a Tender Buttons
(Nhing chiéc cuc 4o diu dang - 1914), nhin sy vat tir cac goc do khac nhau, nhu trong mot
btic tranh 1ap thé:

Mot cdi ban mot cdi ban khéng phdi cua t6i
triu mén né nghia la tat ca sw deu dan

N6 giong nhw mét su doi thay. Mot cdi ban.
6 ¥ nghia nhiéu hon mét cdi ly

hon ca mét tam guong soi cao voi voi

Y nghfia, trong tac phém cua Stein, thuong 1€ thudc vao k¥ thuat, cling nhu chu dé thi it quan
trong hon céai hinh thirc trong ngh¢ thuat tao hinh triru tuong. Chu dé va k¥ thuat tro nén
khong thé tach roi nhau trong nghé thuat tao hinh 1dn vin hoc thoi d6. Luan diém cho rang
hinh thirc nhu 12 mot cai gi trong duwong véi ndi dung 1a mot hon da tang dat nén mong cho
van hoc va ngh¢ thuét sau Thé chién I, dugc két tinh trong chinh thoi ky nay.

Su cai tién ky thuat, dic biét trong linh vuc cong nghiép va co gidi da khoi ggi cam himg cho
su quan tdm moi dén k¥ thuat trong nhicu nganh nghé¢ thuat. Mot thi du: Anh sang va dac biét
la anh sang dién da 16i cudn nhiéu nghé si va nha van hién dai.

Bich chuong quang céo thoi ky nay tran ngap nhing hinh anh vé cac ngdi nha choc troi ruc
r0 anh dén va nhitng chum tia sang chiéu ra tu dén xe 6 t6, rap chiéu bong, va nhung thap
canh dé roi sang mot khong gian toi taim bi cAm doan bén ngoai, am chi sy ngu dét va truyén
thong 15i thoi.

Nhiép anh bat dau c6 duoc vi tri ciia mot nganh nghé thuat di lién v6i nhitng phat trién khoa
hoc méi nhat. Nhiép anh gia Alfred Stieglitz m¢ mot phong trién 1am & New York. Va
khodang trudc 1908 6ng trung bay cac tac pham chau Au méi nhat, bao gdm tranh cta Picasso
va nhiing nguoi ban chau Au khac ctia Gertrude Stein. Phong trién 13m ciia Stieglitz tic dong
dén nhiéu nha vian va nghé si trong d6 c6 William Carlos Williams, mét trong nhitng nha tho
My nbi tiéng cuia thé ky 20. Williams di tiép nhan va phat trién do trong sang ciia nghé thuat
nhiép anh trong hinh tugng. Chim ngon nghé thuat ctia 6ng 1a “khong c6 tu twdng tri phi 1a
trong sy vat”.
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Tam nhin va quan diém ciing d trd thanh mot khia canh thiét yéu cta tiéu thuyét theo trao
luu hién dai. Khong con phu hop nita cai 16i ké thang tudt mot cdu chuyén ding nhan vat
ngodi thr ba (hodc té hon) nguoi ké chuyén can thiép mot cach vo nghia 1y vao moi chuyén.
Céch ké chuyén tré nén ciing quan trong nhu chinh cau chuyén vay.

Henry James, Wllham Faulkner va nhiéu nha vin M7 khéac thir nghlem nhirng quan dlem hu
cau (nhleu ngudi van con dang 1am nhu vay). James thuong han che thong tin trong cudn tiéu
thuyét vao nhiing gi ma mot nhan vat riéng 1& ¢6 18 da biét. Cudn tiéu thuyét The Sound and
the Fury (Am thanh va cudng no - 1929) ciia Faulkner phan chia cau chuyén thanh 4 156 157
phﬁn, mdi phﬁn dua ra cai nhin ctia mdt nhan vat khac nhau (trong d6 c6 mot céu bé tam than
cham phat trién).

Dé phan tich tiéu thuyét va tho ca trao luu hién dai, mot truong phai “phé binh méi” xuat
hién & MS/. Vi cach su dung ngon ngilt phé binh maéi, cac nha phé binh nay san lung “su
chimg ng¢” (mot khoanh khic trong d6 mot nhan vat dot nhién ngd ra chén 1y siéu pham cua
mot tinh huong, su ching ngd” (epiphany) la mot tur Xuat phat tir s xudt hién ctia mot vi
thanh truoc mat nhung ké pham tran); ho “nghién ctru” va “lam sang t6” mot tac pham, hi
vong “soi sang “ n6 qua kha ning “thau thi” cua ho.

THO CA THOI KY 1914 — 1945 NHUNG THE NGHIEM HiNH THUC
Ezra Pound (1885 - 1972)

Ezra Pound 13 mét trong nhitng nha tho My c6 nhiéu anh hudng nhét trong thé ky nay. Tur
nam 1908 dén 1920, ong séng ¢ London, giao du véi nhiéu van si, trong d6 c6 William
Butler Yeats - nha tho Anh ndi tiéng ma 6ng timg lam thu ky va T. S. Eliot, tac gia cua cubn
The Waste Land ma 6ng bién tap va hiéu dinh mot cach nghiém tic. Ong 14 cau nbi giira nudc
M7 va nudc Anh véi tu cach 1a mot chu but cong tac cho to tap chi Poetry quan trong ¢
Chicago ctia Harriet Monroe. Ong ciing 13 con chim du dan ciia mot truong phai moi trong
tho ca dugc biét dén dudi tén goi Chu nghia hinh tuong ung hd mét 16i biéu dat 16 rang, sinh
dong co tinh hinh tugng cao. Sau Chu nghia hinh tugng, 6ng 1a nguoi di dau ¢ nhiéu 16i tiép
can tho ca khac nhau. Cubi cing 6ng sang Y sbng, rdi bi mic ket dudi ché do Phat xit Y.

Pound phat trién 1y luan vé cht nghia hinh tugng trong thu tir, tiéu luan, va trong mot tuyén
tap. Trong la tho gtri cho Monroe vao nam 1915, 6ng tranh luan cho mot truong phai tho co6
am huong hién dai, giau chat tao hinh, tranh “rap khuon va sao ngir” (1913). Trong “A Few
Don’ts of an Imagiste” (Mot s6 diéu khong nén lam dbi véi mot tac gia theo chu nghia hinh
tuong - 1913), 6ng dinh nghia “hinh twong” nhu mot cai gi d6 dién dat su phirc hop tri thic
va xtc cam trong mot khoanh khéc thoi gian. Tuyen tap nam 1914 tya dé Des Imagistes (Cac
nha tho theo truong phai Hinh tuong) cua Pound vé 10 nha tho dé gi6i thiéu nhimg vi du vé
tho hinh tugng ciia nhimg nha tho ndi tiéng nhu William Carlos Williams, H. D. (Hilda
Doolittle) va Amy Lowell.

Méi quan tdm va tam hiéu biét cua Pound hét stc rong 1on, bao quat nhiéu linh vye. Céc tac
pham phong tac, cac ban dich xuat sic ciia 6ng du d6i chd con sai sot, da gidi thidu tiém nang
van hoc méi tir cic nén vin hoa cho cac nha van tré. Tac pham ma 6ng danh tron doi minh dé
viét va xuét ban cho dén tan ngay chét 1a The Cantos (Nhiing bai ca). Cubn sach c6 nhirng
doan xudt sic, nhung nhimg dién tich van chuong va nghé thuét cia nhiéu thot ky va nhiéu
nén vin hoa da khién tac pham tré nén rdi ram, kho hiéu. Tho cua Pound ndi tiéng vé nhiing
hinh tugng song dong 16 rang, c6 tinh chét tao hinh cao, tiét thu méi me, va nhitng dong tho
bat thuong, thong minh va manh mé, chiang han nhu ciu sau day trong bai “Canto LXXXI”,
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“Con kién 1a mot quai vat nhan ma dau trong thé giGi rong ctia nd”, hodc trong nhing bai tho
lay cam hing tlr tho haiku, Nhat Ban, nhu 1a “In a Station of the Metro” (O mdt ga dién ngam
- 1916):

Sw xudt hién nhiing khuén mdt ndy trong dam dong;
Twa nhitng canh hoa trén mot canh cdy den, am wot.

T. S. Eliot (1888 -1965)

Thomas Stearn Eliot sinh ¢ St. Louis bang Missouri trong mét gia dinh danh gia vong toc ¢
vung Pong Bic Hoa Ky. Ong duoc hudng mot nén gido duc tot nhét so v4i bat cir nha van
16n nao cung thoi. Ong hoc ¢ Pai hoc Harvard, Sorbonne va trudng Merton ciia Pai hoc
Oxford. Ong con hoc tiéng Phan va triét hoc phuong Dong, mot hé tu twong anh hudng nhiéu
dén tho 6ng. Gidng nhu Pound, mot ngudi ban ctia minh, 6ng dén London rat sém va trd
thanh chii soai ctia Tao dan van chuong & day. Ong 1a mdt trong nhitng nha tho dugc trong
vong nhat lac sinh thoi. Tho 6ng hién dai, c6 vé nhu phi 1y va triru twong, thuc sy 1a mot
dong tho dan than, lat d6 moi khuén vang thudc ngoc va co tac dong cach mang trong tho ca.
Ong cling viét tiéu luan va kich gdy nhiéu anh huéng. Ong nhdn manh tim quan trong ctia
cac truyen thong x4 hdi va van hoc d6i v4i nha tho hién dai.

Vi tu cach 1a mot nha phé binh, Eliot ndi tiéng véi cong thirc ciia 6ng vé “mdi lién hé khach
quan” ma 6ng da mo ta trong cubn The Sacred Wood (Rimng thiéng) nhu 1a mét phuong tién
dién dat cam xuc thong qua “mot tap hop cac sy vat, mot tinh hudng va mot chudi cac sy
kién”, co thé tré thanh cong thirc cho cam xtic dac biét d6. Nhitng bai tho nhu “The Love
Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (Ban tinh ca cta J. Anfred Prufrock - 1915), thé hién cach tiép
can ndy. Luc Prufrock gia nua, v6 dung, 6ng cho rang 6ng da “dong luong cudc doi minh
bang nhimg chiéc mudng café”. Vay day, ngudi ta c6 thé dung muong cafe dé phan anh sy
ton tai ham hiu, am dam vé mot doi nguoi lang phi nhu thé day. Trong doan mo dau nbi tiéng
ctia bai tho “Prufrock”, Eliot dua doc gia vao cac 161 ngd hao nhoang, ciing gidng nhu cudc
song hién dai, khong co6 cu tra 16i cho nhitng van dé ma chinh cudc doi dit ra.

Nao chung ta di, anh va toi.

Khi béng chiéu lan téa khdp bau troi

Nhuw mét bénh nhan bi gdy mé trén ban mo,

Nao chiing ta di, qua nhitng con dwong gan nhu
hoang ving,

Nhitng noi an cw ling 16

Cua nhitng dém khong ngu tréi qua trong nhitng
khéch san ré tién

chi tro mot déem

Va nhitng qudn an ddy min cwa voi nhitng vo so;
Nhitng con duwong chay nhw mot cudc tranh lugn dai
buon té

Co y dinh xdao quyét

Dua anh dén mét van dé nan gidi

O, dirng héi, “Cdi gi day?”

Nao chung ta hdy di tham!
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Nhing hinh twong twong ty nhu véy ciing tran ngap trong The Waste Land (C5i hoang tan'*

- 1922) vong lai cai am huong dia nguc cia Dante am chi nhitng con duong dong dic cta
London trong khoang thoi gian Thé chién I:

Thanh phé khéng cé that,
Duoi man swong ndu mot binh minh mua dong
Pdm déng tran qua cau London, sao nhiéu thé
T6i dd khéng nghi rang cdi chét da tan hity nhiéu
dén the...

(I, 60-63)

Cai nhin ctia The Waste Land thuc chét co tinh cach tién tri va tam bao quat khap thé giéi:

Nhitng ran nirt nhitng cdi t6 va bung né
trong khong gian tim nhat
D(f sup nhitng thap cao
O Jerusalem, Athens va Alexandria
Vienna, London.
Padu co that
(V,373-377)

Nhiing bai tho quan trong khac ctia Eliot gom c6 “Gerontion” (Canh gia - 1920), ding hinh
anh mot 6ng ldo lam biéu tuong cho sy can cdi, gia nua cua xa hoi chau Au. “The Hollow
Men” (Nhirng con ngudi rong - 1925) 1a mot bai ca truy diéu hét stc cam dong vé cai chét
tinh than cua nhan loai duong th01 Ash-Wednesday (Ngay thu tu 1€ tro - 1930) the hién tu
tuong cia ong dut khoat hudng vé Gido hoi Anh gido dé timy nghia trong cudc sdng con
nguoi. Va Four Quartets (Bon tir thu khiic - 1943) 1a mot suy ngam thir nghiém phtre tap va
chu quan cao d6 vé nhitng chu dé muén thud nhu thoi gian, ban chét cia cai toi va nhén thirc
tam linh. Tho cua 6ng, dic biét 1a nhing tac phdm tdo bao, cach tan thoi ky ddu dd anh hudng
dén nhiéu thé hé sau do.

Robert Frost (1874 -1963)

Robert Lee Frost sinh ¢ California nhung 16n 1€n & mét trang trai ving Dong Bic Hoa Ky
cho dén nam 10 tudi. Ciing nhu Eliot va Pound, 6ng sang Anh, bi 16i cudn bdi cac phong trao
moi mé trong lang tho & 6. La mot nha tho doc tho trude cong chiing c6 tai nang bam sinh,
ong gt hai nhiéu thanh cong qua nhitng chuyén di cia minh. Ong di doc mét bai tho doc dao
trong 18 nham chirc ciia Tong thong Kennedy vao nam 1961 gbp phan lam bung 1én su quan
tam dén thi ca trong ca nudc. Sy ndi danh ciia ong ciing dé giai thich, ong viét vé doi séng
trang trai truyén théng, khéu goi hoai niém vé nhiing gi da qua. Tho ctia 6ng quan tim dén
moi tao vt trong doi song —hai téo, nhimg buc tuong da, hang rao, nhimg con dudng qué.
Thi phap cia Frost trong sang va bleu cam: 6ng hiém khi ding nhimg am chi bong gi6 rom
doi hay su tinh lugc. Tho ca ¢6 van diéu cua 6ng ciing 13 mot yéu t6 16i cudn duoc doc gia
dai chung.

 Theo cac nha nghién ciru, tya dé va tu tudng ciia bai tho ngu ¥ dén nén vin minh hién dai va bai tho da nim
bat mot cach chinh xéc thuc trang nén van minh va xa hoi Phuong Tay sau chién tranh thé gi¢i thir 1. Chién
tranh, duoc gia thiét 13 dé ctru vén chau Au lai 1a mét cai gi cd strc tan pha va hiy diét nhét trong lich str, vay thi
sau no loai van minh nao dién ra trén thé gi6i? bo 1a vén dé duoc ditra trong bai tho. The Waste Land chira
dung nhiéu nhitng cach tan tio bao va n6 danh dau mot su thay ddi 16n lao trong nghé thuat thi ca ciia nhan loai.
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Tac pham cua Frost thuong co veé be ngoai rat don gian. Nhiéu bai tho goi 1én ¥ nghia séu xa.
Vi dy, bang mot sy phdi hop van gan nhu théi mién trong mé ta vé mot chiéu t6i day tuyét
roi, yén tinh, Frost da ggi nén budc di hoan toan khong phai 1a khong dugce cho doi ctia cai
chét. Day 1a mot doan trong “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (Dimg chan bén canh
rimg mot chiéu tuyét roi - 1923):

Canh rirng nay cia ai ma ta nghi rang minh da biét.
Dui cho nha cua ong ta o gitia lang;

Ong sé chang thay ta nghi lgi not ddy

Pé nhin canh rirng ong tuyet phu day

Con ngwa nhé cia ta chdc nghi rang ta that la
Dirng chan noi ddy khéng thay béng mét ngéi nha
Gitta canh rung va mat ho bang gid

Vao mét budi chiéu den toi nhat trong néim.

NO rung nhirng cai chuong trong b yén cuong
Nhue muén hoi xem cé sw bat thuwong

Chi c6 mot am thanh nhe luwot

Ciia ngon gié chiéu va nhitng déa tuyét roi

Cdanh rimg sao ma dang yéu, tham sau dan sam lai
Nhueng ta con nhiéu 101 hira phdi i mdi

Con nhiéu dam dwong phdi di, trude khi ta ngii lai
Con nhiéu dam dwong phdi di, truée khi ta ngi lai.

Wallace Stevens (1879 -1955)

Sinh ra & Pennsylvania, Wallace Stevens dugc dao tao & Pai hoc Harvard va truong Luat,
Dai hoc New York. Ong hanh nghé luat su & New York tir naim 1904 dén 1916, cung la
khoang tho1 gian 6ng tham gia cac hoat dong nghé thuat va thi ca ¢ d6. Khi doi dén Hartford
bang Connecticut, dé lam mot nha diéu hanh bao hiém & day vao nim 1916, ong lai tiép tuc
lam tho. Cudc doi cua 6ng qua la khac thuong vi sy phan than cua n6: Ddng su cua ong trong

cong ty bao hiém khong hé biét 6ng 1a mot nha tho 16n. Trong doi song riéng tu, dng tiép tuc
phat trlen nhiing tu tudng cuc ky phtc tap vé mot trat tu tham my, mot cong viéc 6ng da tién
hanh sudt cudc doi duoc the hién trong nhing cudn sach dugc dit tén mot cach thich hop nhu
Harmonium (Pan dap hoi, 4n ban nim 1931 dugc bd sung thém), Ideas of Order (Y tudng
cuia trat tu - 1935), va Parts of a World (Cac phan cta thé gidi - 1942). Nhitng bai tho hay
nhét ciia ong 14 “Sunday Morning” (Sang chii nhat), “Peter Quince at the Clavier” (Peter
Quince® bén phim dan), “The Emperor of Icecream” (Hoang dé kem), “Thirteen Ways of
Looking at a Blackbird” (Mudi ba cach ngam nhin mot con chim den) va “The Idea of Order
at Key West” (Y tudng vé trit ty & Key West(zs)).

Tho cta Stevens dao sau nhitng chu dé cua tri tuéng twong, sy can thiét cia hinh thirc thim
my va niém tin ré’mg trat tu cia ngh¢ thudt tuong hop voi mot trat ty trong ty nhién. Tur ngl
ctia ong phong phu va da dang: bat phap ctia ong vé dugc nhimng canh sic nhiét ddi ruc rd
tram hoa khoe sic nhung ciing tao ra dugc nhimng hinh trang tri nho kho khan, khoi hai va
mai mia.

 Leter Quince 1a nguoi dan canh cho cac ngh¢ s mdc mac trong vé hai kich Giéc mong dém he cla
Shakespear, mot cai tén goi 1én hinh anh v€ nhimg niém vui va sy tho ngay noi thon da.
¥ Key West: tén mot thanh phd trung tdm ciia quan Monroe, tdy nam bang Florida.
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Mot s6 bai tho cua 6ng st dung van héa dén gian, trong khi nhimg bai tho khac ché giéu giodi
quy phai hodc bay thang lén thién duong tri thuc. Ong n6i tiéng bai 16i choi chir vui nhon cua
minh. “Roi, voi Am thanh nhu cia cai trong luc lac, dam dan Byzantine tuy tung cua c6 Xuét
hién”.

Tho cua Stevens ddi dao nhirng chiém nghi¢m ndi tdm, sau sdc mot cach dang kinh ngac. Do6i
luc 6ng con tréu dua dde gid, nhu trong “Disillusionment of Ten O’Clock” (V& mong luc 10
gio - 1931):

Nhitng ngoi nha ma am

Béi nhitng chiéc do ngi trang

Khong co cdi nao mau xanh la cday

Hay mau tim voi nhitng vong tron xanh

Hay mau xanh voi nhitng vong tron vang

Hay mau vang vdi nhitng vong tron xanh da troi
Chiing chang xa la gi

Véi nhitng chiéc vé ren

Nhitng ddy lung tua ru

Nguoi ta sé khong

Mo vé nhitng con khi ché va déa hoa nhan lai hong
Chi ¢6 ddy kia mot thuy thu gia

Say xin va ngu vui trong khoang hanh ly

Bat nhitng con cop to

Trong tiét troi ric do

Bai tho nay ¢ vé nhu than phién vé ' nhiing cudc doi qua tran tuc thiéu han tinh bay bong
tuong tuong (nhimg chiéc 40 ngu tring tron), nhung lai khoi ddy nhiing hinh anh sinh dong
trong dau doc gia. Cudi ciing anh chang thuy thu say, chang biét gi dén phép tic lai “bit duoc
nhirng con hd” - it nhat thi ciing trong gidc mo cua anh. Bai tho cho thay oc tudong tuong cua
con ngudi - cua doc gia hay thuy thi - s& ludn tim duge mot 161 di day sang tao.

William Carlos Williams (1883 - 1963)

William Carlos Williams 12 mot bac si nhi khoa hanh nghé trong sudt cudc doi. Ong giup hon
2000 dira tré chao doi va lam tho trén gidy ké don thudc. Williams 1 ban hoc ctia nha tho
Ezra Pound va Hilda Doolittle, va nhiing bai tho du tay cta 6ng chiu anh hudng cua cha
nghia Hinh twong. Sau nay 6ng tiép tuc di dau trong viéc sir dung ngén ngit ndi trong thi ca.
Kha ning thim 4m tuyét voi ctua 6ng dbi v6i nhip diéu ty nhién cua tiéng Anh - My da gitip
tho ca My thoat khoi nhip iambic®® théng tri tho ca tiéng Anh ké tir thoi Phuc hung. Sw cam
thong ctia 6ng d6i v6i ngudi lao dong binh thudng, tré con va nhitng chuyén doi thuong trong
nhirng khung canh db thi hién dai khién cho tho cua éng dic biét 161 cudn va d& cam thy. Bai
tho The Red Wheelbarrow (Chiéc xe ddy mau d6 1923), giéng nhu mot birc tranh tinh vat Ha
Lan, tim thay su thi vi va vé dep trong nhitng d6 vat binh di hang ngay:

Qud nhiéu phu thudc
vao

chiéc xe ddy

mau do

phu mot lop nuoc

26
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mua
bén canh con ga
trang

Williams phat trién phong cach tho tw nhién, nhe nhang nhu hoi thd. Dudi ngoi but cua ong,
tho ca khong tr¢ thanh mot tac pham nghé thuat toan bich nhu trong tho Stevens, hay can
thén tai tao lai nhimg bién cb theo phong cach Wordsworth nhu trong tho Frost. Dbi véi ong,
mdi bai tho s& nim bat mot khoanh khic trong doi nhu mot tim hinh chup ngiu himg - mot
khai niém 6ng co tir nhitng nhiép anh gia va hoa si 6ng da gip ¢ nhitng phong tranh nhu ciia
Stieglitz & New York. Ciing nhu tic pham nhiép anh, nhitng bai tho clia ong thuong goi v téi
nhing kha ning va su quyén rii tiém an ctia cudc sdng, nhu trong bai “The Young
Housewife” (Ba ngi trg tré - 1917).

Muoi gio sang, nguoi vo tré di qua lgi trong

tam Go ngay thuwong sau birc vach go

trong ngoi nha cua dangphu quan

T6i luot qua trong chiéc xe hoi, nghe long cé don la.
Roi nang ta ra pho

goi mot anh ban kem, mot nguoi ban ca

lai ding cho

Rut ré, khéng do nit, tay cé giit nhitng lon téc réi bay
va t6i ngam so nang

véi mét chiéc la roi.

Xe 16i lao di khéng tiéng dong lam vor

mot chiée 1 kho khi t6i ciii chdo

nang va luot di

VO mot ny cuoi.

Ong cho rang tho minh hét strc “khach quan” nhdm dé cao tAm quan trong ctia nhirng vat thé
sinh dong, cu thé. Tho 6ng thanh céng trong nam bat va thé hién nhiing sy ki€n gy xuc cam,
tac dong tirc thoi va tao anh huong dén phong cach “Beat” vao dau thap nién 50.

Ciing nhu Eliot va Pound, Williams ciing thtr viét sir thi, nhung trong lac sir thi cia ho st
dung nhuéan nhuyén cac dién tich hudng dén mot sb it doc gia co hoc vén cao, thi Williams lai
wa viét cho doc gia pho théng hon. D ting hoc tip & nude ngoai, 6ng da quyét dinh séng &
Mjy. Thién st thi Paterson (5 tdp, 1946 - 1958) ca ngoi thanh phd qué huong Paterson, bang
New Jersey cua ong, dugc xem nhu tiéu st tu thuat cia “béac si Parteson”. Trong tac phém,
Williams xép dat canh nhau nhiing doan tinh ca, van xu6i, thu tu, tiéu sur tu thudt, nhing bai
bao va nhirng sy kién lich sur. Lbi trinh bay véi nhiéu khoang tréng dé glay trang, goi nén chu
dé vé con duong rong mé ciia van hoc My va mot ¥ niém vé nhitng vién canh méi mé rong
ngay ca voi nhiing ngudi ngheo di dao choi trong cong vién vao ngay chil nhat.

Ciing nhu nhan vat hoa than cia Whitman trong Leaves of Grass, bac si Paterson cam thay
hoan toan thoai mai gitra nhiing nguoi lao dong:

® mua xudn muon

mot chiéu chii nhdt!

theo 16i mon dén bo vdch da

chinh anh ta giita nhitng nguoi xa la

e dam lén ddy ciing nhitng ting dd nay
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va trén do, ho truwot chan khi bucc
168 169
nhitng con ché ciia ho duéi theo!
cuoi la, goi nhau i oi
Cho toi voi!
(11, i, 14 - 23)

VAN HOC GIUA HAI CUOC CHIEN TRANH THE GIOI
Robinson Jeffers (1887 - 1962)

Phan 16n cac nha tho My vao loai tam ¢& va c6 nhan quan thién tai déu xuét hién vao nhiing
nam gitta hai cudc chién tranh thé giéi, trong s6 ho ¢ cac nha tho tir ving Bo Tay, phu nit,
va ngudi My Da den. Giéng nhu nha vin John Steinbeck, Robinson Jeffers song ¢ California
va viét vé nhirng nguoi Tay Ban Nha lam thué trong cac trang trai, dan Da d6 va nhiing
truyén théng pha tron cta ho va vé vé dep mé hodc cua ving dét nay. Hoc héi tir nhitng tac
ph'flm ¢d dién va doc nhiéu vé Freud, ong da khai thac va tai tao nhirng chu dé dua trén bi
kich cb dai Hy Lap ldy bdi canh 1a phong canh hoang so ving duyén hai. Ong rét nbi tiéng
v6i nhiing bi kich tu su nhu Tamar (1924), Roan Stallion (1925), The Tower Beyond
Tragedy (Thap vugt ngoai bi kich - 1924) - mét su tai tao vo bi kich Agamemnonm) cla
Aeschylus — va Medea®® (1946), dua vao bi kich cua Euripides.

Edward Estlin Cummings (1894 - 1962)

Edward Estlin Cummings, thuong dugc biét dén dudi tén e. e. cummings - nguoi di viét
nhiing van tho 161 cudn, méi mé hét stre ndi bat béi tinh hai hudc, su duyén dang, niém han
hoan dbi véi tinh yéu, sy lang man da tinh, va sy thé nghiém véi cach chdm cau va kiéu cach
tao hinh trén trang gidy. Ciing la mot hoa si, 6ng 1a nha tho M§ déu tién nhén ra rang tho ca
cha yéu 1 mot nghé thuat dé nhin bang mét chtr khong phai thir dé doc bang miéng. Nhitng
bai tho ctia dng sir dung nhiéu khoang trong va cach xudéng dong bat thuong, ciing nhu viée
b6 hét nhitng chit viét hoa.

Ciing nhu Williams, Cummings ciing diing ngén ngi néi, hinh twong sic sao manh bao, va
kho ngdn tir ctia nén van hoa binh dan. Va ciing nhu Williams, 6ng c6 mot cach trinh bay
sang tao, ty do. Bai tho “in Just -  ctia ong (1920) moi goi doc gia dién vao nod nhiing y
tudng bi roi mat:

mua xudn khi thé giéi ngdp bun -
ngot ngao nguoi ban bong bay bé nho
chan khdp khiéng

huyt sao xa va nho

r6i bon tré con chay aen®
choi tré ban bi va bat cuép

7 Agamennon: trong thin thoai Hy Lap 1a vi vua ciia Argos, c¢6 vo la Clytemnestra. Sau khi Paris con trai vua
Priam cua thanh Troy bit ngudi dep Helen, Agamemnon dé ding 1én kéu goi hoang tir cia dit nuée khoi chién
chéng lai thanh Troy. Aeschylus di duwa vao truyén thuyét dé viét kich Agamemnon.

% Medea: mot phu nit quyén rii da gitp Jason chiém duge bo 16ng ciru vang ciia cha nang, vua Aeetes & Colchis.
V& bi kich Medea ciia Euripides viét vé giai doan sau, khi Jason phan boi Medea yéu cong chiia con vua Creon.
Medea da giét vua Creon, ké tinh dich va hai con trai dé tra thi Jason.

Y Nguyén van cau nay la and eddieandbill come eddieandbill 14 tén cua hai dira tré Eddie va Bill dugc ghép lai,
chung t6i tam dich 1a bon tré con.
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va thé la
xuan den

Hart Crane (1899 -1932)

Hart Crane 12 mot nha tho tré bi day vo dau khé dén muc phai tir tir vao tudi 33 bang cach
nhay xudng bién. Ong dé lai nhig bai tho xudt sic trong d6 c6 mot su thi The Bridge (Cay
cau - 1930), lay cam hing tir cdy cau Brooklyn, trong d6 ong c¢b gang mot cach day tham
vong dé dlem lai toan bo nén van hoa My va viét lai vé n6 bang nhing 10i 1& xac tin. Phong
cach quyén rii, ddy nhiét tinh ctia 6ng dat hiéu qua cao nhat trong nhiing bai tho ngin nhu la
“Voyages” (Nhitng chuyén du hanh - 1923, 1926) va “At Melville’s Tomb” (Bén ngdi mo
ctia Melville - 1926), ma nhiing cau két trong bai tho ciing 1a mot cau thich hop khic ghi trén
chinh bia m¢ cua Crane:

bai ai diéu khéng danh thirc diege nguoi

thuy thu '

Béng mat hoang dwong nay chi bién khoi giit dwoc

Marianna Moore (1887 -1972)

Marianna Moore timg viét rang tho ca la “nhiing khu vuon tuéng tugng trong do c6 nhirng
con éch that”. Nhiing bai tho cua ba 1a mot cach dé ba dam dao, nhung lai khéo 1éo va tinh té
trong cach gieo van, cuc ky chinh xac trong mo ta va trong viéc tai hién cac su kién khoa hoc
va lich sit. Pugc ménh danh 1a “nha tho cua nha tho”, ba anh hudéng dén cac nha tho di sau,
trong d6 c¢6 nguoi ban tré cua ba la Elizabeth Bishop.

Langston Hughes (1902 -1967)

Mot trong nhiéu nha tho tai ning cua trudng phai Phuc hung Harlem vao thap ky 20 -ciing
v6i James Weldon Johnson, Claude McKay, Countee Cullen va nhiing nguoi khac - 1a
Langston Hughes. Ong dua vao tho minh nhip diéu nhac Jazz ciia nguoi My Da den va 1a mot
trong nhiing tic gia Da den dau tién song kha gia nho viét lach. Tho cta ong 1a su két hop
tuyét voi gitra nhac Blue, thanh ca, ngdn ngir tro chuyén va truyén thong dan gian.

La mot nha hoat dong vin hoa c6 nhiéu anh huéng, Hughes xuat ban nhiéu tuyén tap cia cac
tac gia Da den va khoi xudng cac nhom kich nghé Da den & Los Angeles va Chicago ciing
nhu & New York. Ong ciing viét nhiéu bai béo cé tac dong sau sic, sang tao ra nhan vat Jesse
B. Semple (“don gian™) dé bay to nhing luan diém phé phan xa hoi. Mot trong nhiing bai tho
dang yéu nhét ciia ong, bai “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” (Ngudi Da den noi chuyén véi cac
dong sdng - 1921, 1925) 1a mot trudng ca 16n, cudn chay trong long né di san chéu Phi va cia
toan nhan loai. Bai tho ngu y rang nhu nhitng con song 16n trén thé gidi, nén van hoa Phi
chau s& ton tai va ngay cang sau thim:

T6i biét nhitng dong song:

Té6i biét nhitng dong séng cé xwa nhie trdai ddt va
gia hon dong madu cua nhdn gian trong

huyét qudn con nguwoi

Tdm hon téi tro nén sdu tham nhw nhitng dong song

T6i tam trong dong song Euphrates trong binh minh son tré
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Va dung léu téi gan dong Congo

roi né ru téi vao gidc ngi

T6i nhin xuéng dong séng Nile va

dung lén nhitng Kim ty thap trén chinh dong song
T6i dd nghe tiéng hat con song Mississippi

Khi Abe Lincoln xuéi dong xuong New Orleans,
va toi thay long song bun ldy

tré nén vang ong da boi hoang hon.

Téi biét nhitng dong song
Nhitng dong song co xua va mo 16i
Tdam hon t6i bong tré nén sau tham nhw nhitng dong séng

VAN XUOI 1914 — 1945 CHU NGHIA HIEN THUC MY

Mic dau van xudi My gitra hai cudc dai chién trai qua nhiéu cudc thir nghiém véi quan diém
va hinh thirc méi, nhin toan cuc, nguoi My ¢6 xu hudng viét van béng mot cai nhin hién thuc
hon cac nha van chau Au. Tiéu thuyét gia Ernest Hemingway viét vé chién tranh, san ban, va
nhing theo dudi khac nhau cta gidi may rau voi mot van phong trong sang gan nhu gian don.
William Faulkner 13y b6i canh cta vung Mississippi nong bong va cat bui de dao sau cac van
dé cuia nhiéu thé hé va nhiéu nén vin héa trong nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét mién Nam day sitrc
manh ctia 6ng, va Sinclair Lewis miéu ta cudc séng truong gia voi sy trong sang mia mai.

Tam quan trong cua viéc dbi mat voi thuc té tré thanh mot chu dé ndi bat vao nhitng thap ky
20 va 30. Nhiing nha van nhu Scott Fitzgerald va nha viét kich Eugene O’Neil mé ta tr¢ di
tro lai cai bi kich chd doi nhiing ai song véi nhitng giac mo hoi hot, néng can.

F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896 - 1940)

Cudc doi cta Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald giéng nhu mot cdu chuyén ¢ tich. Trong thoi gian
thé chién thir I, 6ng gia nhap bd binh Hoa Ky va say mé mot ¢o gai vira dep, vira gidu co tén
1a Zenda Sayre, séng gan Montgomery, Alabama, noi 6ng dong quin. Mot thoi gian sau
Zelda huy bo viéc dinh hén vi dng ngheo. Sau chién tranh ong giai ngii va dén New York tim
kiém co may & nghiép vin chuong dé co thé cudi nguoi trong mong.

Cudn t1eu thuyét dau tay ctua Ong This Side of Paradise (Phia bén nay Thién dang 1920), gay
dugc tiéng vang, ban rat chay va ¢ vao tudi 24 ho liy nhau. Ca hai nguoi déu khong c6 kha
ning chiu dung duoc nhiing strc ép cua sy thanh cong va danh tiéng. Ho thi nhau ném tién
qua ctra sO. Rdi ho sang Phap nim 1924 dé tiét kiém chi tiéu va bay nim sau trd vé M. Than
kinh Zelda tré nén bét on va phai nhép vién diéu tri; ban than Fitzgerald tré thanh mot ké nat
ruou va chét tré trong khi dang viét kich ban phim.

Fitzgerald c6 dugc vi tri vitng vang trong van dan My chu yéu nhd vao cudn tiéu thuyét The
Great Gatsby (Gatsby vi dai - 1925), mot cau chuyén dugc viét bang mot ngoi but trac tuyét
Vi cau trac chit ché vé gidc mo My ciia mot nguoi mudn dat d&én thanh cong bang chinh st
minh. Nhan vat chinh, Jay Gatsby bi an, d4 nhan ra cai gia dat kinh khing ctia thanh cong
hiéu theo nghia thanh dat ca nhan va tinh yéu. Cac tac pham thudc vao loai hay khac bao gdm
Tender Is the Night (Bém diu dang - 1934), vé mot nha phan tdm hoc tré bi day doa trong
cudc sdng vo chong vi mot ngudi dan ba tinh khi that thuong, va mot vai truyén ngan trong
tuyén tap Flappers and Philosophers (Nhimg c6 gai tan tién va cac nha triét hoc - 1920),
Tales of the Jazz Age (Truyén ké vé thoi dai nhac Jazz - 1922) va All the Sad Young Men (Tét
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ca nhitng chang trai siu tham - 1926). Hon bat ky mot nha vian nao khac, Fitzgerald nim bat
dugc cude song vo vong, bat dinh cua thap nién 20. Cudn tiéu thuyét The Side of Paradise
ctia 6ng bao hiéu tiéng noi ciia gidi tré hién dai Mgy. Cubn t1eu thuyét thir hai cta 6ng T he
Beautiful and Damned (Nguoi dep va ké doa day - 1922), tiép tuc kham pha sy ngong cudng
tu huy hoai minh ctia con ngudi trong thoi dai 6ng.

Nhitng phim chét dic biét cua Fitzgerald bao gom mot phong cach choi sang hoan toan thich
hop vei chu dé cua 6ng vé sy hao nhoang cam dd. Mot doan ndi tiéng tir The Great Gastby da
tom tat mot cach tai tinh mot khoang thoi gian dai:

“Nhac vong lai tir ng6i nha cuia nguoi hang xém trong sudt nhing dém heé. Trong nhing khu
vuon xanh t6t ctia 6ng, nhitng ngudi dan ong Va cac cb gai dén va di nhu dan mbi gitra tiéng
tham thi, rdi rugu sam banh va nhimg ngdi sao”.

Ernest Hemingway (1899 -1961)

it ¢6 nha van nao séng cudc doi séng dong, thi vi va nhiéu mat nhu Ernest Hemingway, mot
nguoi ma sy nghiép cur nhu thoat thai tir mot trong nhiing cudn tiéu thuyét phiéu luu cia
minh. Cing nhu Fitzgerald, Dreiser va nhiéu tiéu thuyét gia tai ning khac cua thé ky 20,
Hemingway xudt than vung Trung Tay Hoa Ky. Sinh 6 Illinois, Hemingway trai qua thoi tho
au tuoi vui v6i nhitng chuyén di san va cu cé trong nhirng ky nghi he 6 Michigan. Ong tinh
nguyén vao mot don vi ctru thwong & Phap trong Thé chién I, roi bi thwong va phai diéu tri
sdu thang. Sau chién tranh 6ng 1am phong vién thoi chién thuong trii & Paris. O day ong da
gip nhiéu nha vian My xa x& nhu Sherwood Anderson, Ezra Pound, F. Scott Fitzgerald, va
Gertrude Stein. Dic biét, Stein di anh huong 16n dén phong cach viét vin gian di ctia ong.

Sau cudn The Sun Also Rises (1926) mang lai thanh cong vang doi, ong viét bai tuong thuat
vé cudc ndi chién Tay Ban Nha, Chién tranh thé giéi th IT, va chién su ¢ Trung Qudc vao
thap nién 40. Trong mot cudc di san 6 mot hoang mac chau Phi, chiéc may bay cua 6ng bi tai
nan va 6ng bi thuong nang. Tuy thé, 6ng van ham thich san bén va cau cé thé thao, nhimg
hoat dong tao nguén cam himg cho nhiing tac pham Xudt sac cua ong. The Old Man and The
Sea (Ong gia va bién ca - 1952), mot cudn tiéu thuyet ngan, thi vi vé mot ong 130 danh ca
ngheo, diing cam bat duoc mot con ca khong 16 16i n6 bi dan ca map ria sach thit, d@ mang lai
cho 6ng giai thuong Pulitzer vao ndm 1953; ndm sau 6ng nhén dugc gidi Nobel. Bénh tat, nén
tang gia dinh chong chénh va cai ¥ nghi 4m anh rang ong da mat hét kha nang sang tao, khién
6ng mat tinh than. Hemingway da dung sung ty sat nim 1961.

Co 1€ Hemingway la nha van My ndi tiéng nhét ciia thé ky nay. Nhiing tinh cam cua 6ng vé
cin ban, 1a rat nhan ban va phi chinh tri, va v0i y nghia nay, 6ng thude vé nhan loai. Vin
phong cuc ky don gian 1am cho nhirng cudn tiéu thuyét cua éng tré' nén dé& cam thy du chung
thuong dugc dat trong nhitng khung canh xa la véi doc gia My. La mot nguoi tin vao “su ton
tho kinh nghiém”, Hemingway thuong dé cho nhan vt ciia minh vudng vao nhitng tinh
hubng nguy hiém dé boc 16 ban chét bén trong cia ho; trong nhirng tac phdm sau nay cia
6ng, mdi hiém nguy doi luc ciing 1a mot co hoi dé khang dinh tinh cach nam nhi ctia nhan
vat.

Ciing nhu Fitzgerald, Hemingway trd thanh ngudi phat ngon cho thé hé minh. Nhung thay vi
v& ra sy cam do chét nguoi nhu Scott Fitzgerald, ngudi chua timg tham gia Thé chién I da

lam, Hemingway viét vé chién tranh, cai chét, va vé cai “thé hé lac 16ng” ctia 16p ngudi sdng
sot bi quan, yém thé sau chién tranh. Nhan vat cta 6ng khong phai 14 nhimg ngudi mo mong
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ma 1a nhitng tay dau bo can truong, nhimg nguoi linh va van dong vién. Néu 1a tri thirc, ho
thuong mang nhiing vét thuong chi mang va khong con 4o tudng gi ca.

Diém dic trung trong c4 tinh sang tao ciia ong 1a mot vin phong trong sang, khong co lay
mat tir thira. Ong thudng st dung cach noéi giam nhe. Trong A Farewell to Arms (Gia tir vil
khi - 1929), nhan vat nix chét luc sinh con d néi “Em cha so chat nao. N6 chi 1a tro dua dé
tién”. Ong d timg so sanh nhitng gi minh _Viét v6i nhitng tang bang troi: “Cé dén bay phan
tam cta n6 & dudi nude dé mot phan c6 thé pho bay”. Doi tai tinh tuong véi ngdn ngir doi
thuong va sy mo ta chinh xac ctua Hemmgway boc 19 trong nhiing truyén ngan ddc sac ctua
ong, chang han “The Snows of Kilimanjaro’ (Tuyet trén dinh Kilimanjaro) va “The Short
Happy Life of Francis Macomber” (Hanh phiic ngan ngui cua Francis Macomber”. Thét ra,
cacy klen phé binh thuong xem nhitng truyén ngan cua 6ng ngang hang hodc cao hon nhirng
cuon tiéu thuyet ctia 6ng. Nhirng cudn tiéu thuyét hay nhét ciia 6ng gdbm The Sun Also Rises,
vé cudc sdng suy ddi cua nhitng ngudi lvu vong sau Thé chién I, A Farewell to Arms, vé mot
chuyén tinh bi dat ciia mot ngudi linh My va mot nir y ta ngudi Anh trong chién tranh; For
Whom the Bell Tolls (Chuéng nguyén hén ai - 1940) trong bbi canh cudc noi chién Tay Ban
Nha va The Old Man and The Sea.

William Faulkner (1897 - 1962)

Sinh ra trong mét gia dinh mién Nam lau do1, William Harrison Faulkner 16n 1én ¢ Oxford
bang Mississippi, noi ong song hau nhu sudt ca cudc doi. Faulkner da tao nén mot vung dat
hoan toan hu cau, quan Y oknapatawpha, duoc nhic dén trong nhiéu tiéu thuyét, cing véi
nhiéu dong ho, c6 nhitng quan hé dan xen kéo dai nhiéu thé hé. Quan Yoknapatawpha, v6i
thii phu “Jefferson”, ldy khuén mau ctua Oxford bang Mississippi va ving phu cn ctia no.
Faulkner tai tao lich sir ciia ving dat va nhiéu chung toc - nguoi Da do, ngudi My Da den,
ngudi My gbe Au va nhitng ngudi pha trén nhidu dong mau khac séng trén ving dat dy. La
mot nha van cach tan tdo bao, Faulkner thir nghiém mdt trinh ty ké chuyén vo6i nhitng quan
diém va giong diéu khac nhau (bao gdm ca nhirng nguoi ngoai 18 xi hoi, tré con va nhiing
nguoi that hoc) mot cach xuét sdc va mot phong cach baroque dat trinh d6 nghé thuat cao va
phong phu, xay dung trén nhitng cau rat dai ddy nhing thanh phan phu phc tap.

Nhiing cuén tiéu thuyét xuat sac nhat ctia Faulkner bao gém The Sound and the Fury (Am
thanh va cudng no - 1929) va As [ Lay Dying (Khi toi hap héi - 1930), hai tac pham thudc
trao luu hién dai thé nghiém quan diém va tiéng néi diéu tra vé nhiing gia dinh mién Nam
song dudi sirc ép cua viée mat di mot thanh vién trong gia dinh; Light in August (Anh sang
thang Tam - 1932), viét vé& nhitng quan hé phirc tap va tan bao giita mot ngudi dan ba Da
trang va mot nguoi dan 6ng Da den; va Absalom, Absalom! (1936), c6 18 1a cudn sach hay
nhit cta 6ng, viét vé sy vuon 1én ctia mot ngum chu trang trai mang v huéng tu 1ap va su sup
d6 bi dat ciia anh boi thanh kién chung toc va dd v trong tinh yéu.

Hau hét cac tiéu thuyét nay xay dung nhitng nhan vat khac nhau dé ké lai timg phan cua ciu
chuyén va chimg minh y nghia hi¢n di¢n thé nao trong cach ké chuyén cling nhu trong dé tai
st dung. Viéc dua ra nhitng quan diém khac nhau lam cho tic pham Faulkner mang tinh tyr
tham chiéu, hay “ty chiém nghiém” hon 1a cta Hemingway va Fitzgerald. M&i cudn tiéu
thuyet ctia ong phan anh 1én chinh no, trong khi dong thdi mé ra mot cau chuyén khac voi
moi quan tam rong 16n khai quat hon. Nhiing dé tai chinh coia Faulkner 13 truyén thong mién
Nam, gia dinh, cong ddng, dat dai, lich st va qua kht, ching toc va nhitng dam mé tham
vong va tinh yéu. Ong ciing sang tao ba tiéu thuyét tap trung vao sy vuon 1én cia mot dong
ho dang suy sup, dong ho Snopes: The Hamlet (X6m qué - 1940), The Town (Thi tran -
1957), va The Mansion (Ngo6i nha - 1959).
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TIEU THUYET NHAN THUC XA HOI

K& tir thap nién 90 cia thé ky 19, mot dong y thirc phan khang xi hoi dd 4m tham luan luu
trong nén van hoc My, khi thi trao 1én trong chi nghia Ty nhién v6i Stephen Crane va
Theodofe Dreiser va trong nhitng thong di€p rd rang cua nhitng nha van thudc truong phai
“khudy bun” chuyén phanh phui nhitng vu bé bbi. Sau nay, ndi 1én nhitng nha vin din than
va0 cac van nan xd hoi bao gdm: Sinclair Lewis, John Steinbeck, John Dos Passos, Richard
Wright va nha viét kich Clifford Odets. Ho gan lién véi thap nién 30 trong mdi quan tim dén
phuc loi cua ngudi dan binh thuong va chu y dén nhitng nhom nguoi cu thé: nhiing ngudi co
nghé chuyén mén, nhu trong cudn tiéu thuyét dua theo nguyén mau Arrowsmith (Vé cude doi
bac si Arrowsmith) hay Babbitt (mét thwong nhan dia phuong) cua Sinclair Lewis, vé cac gia
dinh, nhu trong The Grapes of Wrath ciia Steinbeck; hodc quan chung d6 thi, nhur Dos Passos
da dat duoc qua 11 nhén vat chinh trong tiéu thuyét bo ba U.S.A. (Hop chung qudc Hoa Ky)
cua ong.

Sinclair Lewis (1885 - 1951)

Harry Sinclair Lewis sinh ra ¢ Sauk Centre, bang Minnesota, tdt nghiép Pai hoc Yale. Ong
dung thoi gian khong phai t6i 16p dé 1am viéc & mét to chirc xa hoi, Helicon Home Colony,
do nha van chuyén phanh phui nhitng chuyén bé bdi Upton Sinclair tai trg. Cudn Main Street
(Ph chinh 1920) cta Lewis cham biém cudc song tinh 1é don diéu, dao duc gia ¢ thao
nguyén Gopher, bang Minnesota. Ngoi biit bén nhon trong mo xé vé doi song thi dan & My
va sy ph€ phan chu nghia vét chat, sy hep hoi, dao durc gia kiéu My ctia ong mang lai danh
tiéng cho ong ca trong nudc va trén truong qudc té. Vao nam 1926, ong duogc trao tang nhu’ng
lai tir chdi giai Pulitzer cho cudn Arrowsmith (1925), mot cudn tiéu thuyét khic hoa nhimng nd
luc ctia mot bac si dé giir dugc lwong tam thay thudc giita ky nguyén cua 10ng tham va sy
bang hoai. Nam 1930, éng la ngudi My ddu tién doat giai Nobel van hoc.

Trong nhitng tic phdm quan trong khac cta Lewis con co Babbitt (1922). George Babbitt 1a
mot thuong nhan binh thudng séng va lam viéc & Zenith, mot thi tran binh thuong & My.
Babbitt dao dirc, giau nghi lyc va la nguoi tin tuong rang cong viée kinh doanh la mot
phuong cach khoa hoc mdi cta cugc song hién dai. Tro nén bat 6n, 6ng ta tim klem thanh dat
nhung r0i v mong boi mdi tinh véi mot ngudi dan ba bohémian, sau clng tré vé véi vo, va
chap nhan sé phan. Cudn tiéu thuyét nay da thém mot tir méi vao tiéng Anh-My - “Babbittry”
c6 nghia 14 nhiing kiéu cach truong gia, tu méan, hep hoi. Cuén Elmer Gantry (1927) mo ta
t6n gido theo phai thirc tinh niém tin & My (Revivalism), con cuén Cass Timberlane (1945) di
sau phan tich nhiing cing thang phat sinh trong cudc hon nhan gitra mot quan toa gia nua va
nguoi vo tré.

John Dos Passos (1896 - 1970)

Ciing nhu Sinclair Lewis, John Dos Passos bt dAu 12 mot nha hoat dong canh ta cép tién roi
chuyén sang canh hiru khi vé gia. Dos Passos viét vin theo phuong phap hién thuc x3 hoi ch
nghia. Tac pham hay nhét ciia ong dat dugc tinh khach quan mot cach khoa hoc va gan nhu
c6 hiéu qua tu li€u. Dos Passos trién khai mot ky thuét cat dan thir nghiém cho tac ph'fim kiét
xuat U.S.A (Hop ching qudc Hoa Ky) ctia minh, bao gom The 42" Parallel (Vi tuyén 42 -
1930), 1919 (Nam 1919 - 1932), va The Big Money (Dai tai phiét - 1936). Tuyén tap nay bao
quat lich st xa hoi cua Hoa Ky tir 1900 dén 1930 va phoi bay su xudng cap dao duc cua xa
hoi My boi chil nghia vét chat qua nhing trang doi cac nhan vat.
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Nhiing k¥ thuat méi cua Dos Passos gdm nhiing doan ¢ ‘phim thoi sy’ ’ lay tir nhiing tiéu dé
bao chi duong thoi, nhiing bai hat ua thich, va nhitng mau quang céo, cing nhu “nhing tiéu

” gi6i thidu ngin gon cudc doi ctia nhitng nhéan vat VIP duong thoi, chang han nhu nha
phat minh Thomas Edison, nha hoat dong cong doan Eugene Debs, ngdi sao man bac
Rudolph Valentino, nha tai phiét J. P Morgan, va nha xa hoi hoc Thorstein Veblen. Ca nhiing
doan phim thoi su 1an tleu su deu mang lai cho tiéu thuyet cua Dos Passos mot gia tri tu li€u;
k¥ thuat thir ba ciia 6ng, “con mit éng kinh”, bao gdbm nhiing bai tho vin xudi c6 ¥ thirc tao
ra mot phan tmg chi quan d6i v6i nhitng bién ¢ duge mo ta trong cudn sach.

John Steinbeck (1902 - 1968)

Cuing nhu Sinclair Lewis, ngay nay John Steinbeck dugc gi6i phé binh nudc ngoai danh gia
cao hon la ¢ trong nudc chi yéu do 6ng da nhén giai Nobel van hoc ndm 1963 va cung v6i no
1a danh tiéng trén truong quoc té. Trong ca hai truong hop, Uy ban Nobel d4 chon lya nhiing
nha van My tu do, n6i bat vi nhitng phé phan xa hoi cua ho.

Steinbeck, ngudi California, tai hién thung liing Salinas, gin San Francisco trong nhiéu tac
pham ciia minh. Tac phim ndi tiéng nhét cia ong la cudn tiéu thuyét doat giai Pulitzer The
Grapes of Wrath (1939), ddi theo nhiing cong viéc nhoc nhin ciia mot gia dinh nghéo &
Oklahoma bi mat hét rudng dat trong cudc khing hoang kinh té va phai dén California kiém
viéc. Nhitng ngudi trong gia dinh chiu dung nhiing diéu kién séng ap burc theo kiéu phong
kién cta nhitng chu dat giau c6. Nhimg tac pham khac ciing 1y bdi canh ¢ California gdm
Tortilla Flat (1935), Of Mice and Man (Ctia chudt va ngudi - 1937), Cannery Row (Diy do
hdp - 1945), va East of Eden (Phia Pong vuon dia dang - 1952).

Steinbeck két hop chii nghia Hién thuc véi chii nghia Lang man mang tinh cach nguyén so dé
tim kiém dtrc hanh ¢ nhitng nong dan nghéo ban mit cho dat ban lung cho troi. Tiéu thuyét
cua ong minh chimg cho cac khia canh d& bi ton thuong cua nhiing con ngudi do, ho c6 thé bi
nhé tan gbc boi nhimg con han han va la nhiing nguoi dau tién phai chiu dung dau khé trong
nhiing giai doan bat on chinh tri va khung hoang kinh té.

PHONG TRAO PHUC HUNG HARLEM

Trong subt thap nién 20 hung thinh cua thé ky nay, Harlem, cong dong Da den toa lac ngoai
vi thanh phd New York, tran diy mot khong khi dam mé va séng tao. Nhac Jazz clia nguoi
My Da den tran ngdp va thanh cong khap dat nude, nhitng nhac cong va nhitng nha soan nhac
Jazz nhu Duke Ellington tr¢ thanh nhitng ng6i sao dugc ham md khéng chi & My ma trén
toan thé gidi. Bessie Smith va nhiing ca si nhac Blues khac trinh bay nhiing 15i ca chéan thanh,
da cam, mdc mac v6i nhidu xtc cam. Thanh ca cta ngudi My Da den duoc tan thuong mot
cach rong rai nhu la mdt loai am nhac ton gido hay tuyét voi va doc dao vo song. Ethel
Waters, nit dién vién Da den chiém linh trén san khau Broadway rdi nhitng diéu mua va nghé
thuat My Da den no 1§ cung am nhac va kich nghé.

Trong vuon tai nang mu6n mau muén vé ¢ Harlem, nhiéu nhén quan ngh¢ thuat cung nhau
ton tai. Cudn tiu thuyét day suc lay dong viét nam 1926 vé Harlem ctia Carl Van Vechten
mo ra canh cura sy that vé cude song phuce tap, vira ngot ngao vira cay dang cua nguoi My Da
den trong cudc ddi dau voi nhimg kho khin vé su bat binh dang kinh té va xa hoi.

Thi st Countee Cullen (1903 - 1946), mét nguoi Harlem da 6 mét cudc hon nhén ngan ngui
voi con gai ciia W. E. Du Bois da sang tic nhiing bai tho co van rat tai tinh, theo nhiing hinh
thirc kha di rat dugc nguoi Da trang ngudng md. Ong tin twdng rang mot nha tho khong nén
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dé cho mau da 4n dinh cac chu dé va phong cach cia mét bai tho. Con ¢ thai cyc phia bén kia
1a nhitng ngudi My gbe Phi chau da chdi bo nude My, ung hd phong trao “Trd vé cdi ngudn
chau Phi” ciia Marcus Garvey. Pau d6 ¢ gitta hai khuynh hudng nay 14 tic pham cta Jean
Toomer.

Jean Toomer (1899 - 1967)

Gidng nhu Cullen, nha vin viét tiéu thuyét va nha tho My gdc Phi chau - Toomer tin tudng
va xdy dung mot tinh cach My vuot qua cai ngudng chung tgc. Co 1€ vi Iy do nay, ong su
dung nhiing truyén thong thi ca c6 van diéu va khong tim kiém nhing hinh thtrc “Da den”
moi cho tho minh. Tuy nhién, tac pham quan trong Cane (Lau sy - 1923) cta ong day tham
vong va rat ('101 moi. Nhu Paterson ciia Williams, Cane két hop nhimg bai tho, nhimng doan
van xudi ngan, nhitng cau chuyén va nhiing ghi chép c6 tinh cach tiéu sir ty thuat. Trong do,
mdt ngudi My Da den diu tranh dé kham pha ban than minh trong gi6i han va vuot ra ngoai
nhing cong dong Da den & ving qué Georgia, Washington D.C., va Chicago bang Illinois
v6i tu cach 1a mot thay gido Da den & mién Nam. Trong Cane, nhitng ngudi dan Da den qué
mua & Georgia ctia Toomer c6 tAm hon rat nghé si:

Giong hat ho cdt lén... nhitng

cdy thong la nhitng cay dan ghita,

Tiéng dan bdp bing, nhitng

chiéc ld théng roi nhi nhitng lan mua...

Giong hat ho cat lén... dan déng ca cua lau sqy

Pang hat mét bai kinh chiéu mimg don cdc vi sao...
(1,21 -24)

Cane 13 hinh anh twong phan véi nhip sdng nhanh ciia ngudi My Da den ¢ thanh phé
Washington:

Tién dot chay tii, tii dau,
Mdc do lua, nhitng tay buon ruou lgu
Phinh to, nhitng chiéc Cadillac kéu vii vii,
Rit lén, rit lén lao toi dong xe
I, 1-4)

Richard Wright (1908 - 1960)

Richard Wright sinh ra trong mot gia dinh nghéo 1am Iinh canh ¢ Mississippi bi cha bo roi lic
1én ndm. Wright 13 tiéu thuyét gia My gbc Phi dau tién duge dong dao ban doc don nhan, mic
dau 6ng chua hoc hét 16p 9. Thoi tho au gian khf) khic nghiét ciia 6ng duoc mé ta trong mot
trong nhiing cuon tur truyén hay nhét ciia ong, cubn Black Boy (Céu bé Da den - 1945). Sau
nay ong noi rang ¥ thire vé ndi dau xo6t cia tu01 tho bi tudc doat, do sy ky thi ching tde, 16n
dén ndi chi co doc sach méi giup cho 6ng séng duogc.

Su phé phan xa hoi va chi nghia hién thuc cua Sherwood Anderson, Theodore Dreiser, va
Sinclair Lewis di khoi ngudn hing khdi sang tao ddc biét cho Wright. Trong sudt thap nién
30, ong tham gia Bang Cong san; vao thép nién 1940, dng sang Phap, ¢6 mdi quan hé voi
Gertrude Stein va Jean Paul Sartre roi tré thanh mot ngudi chéng cong. Ldi viét boc truc ctia
6ng md dudng cho nhig tiéu thuyét gia My Da den di sau.

79



Tac pham cua ong gom Uncle Tom’s Children (Con chau cua cht Tom - 1938), mot tap
truyén ngan va mot cuon tiéu thuyét nhan dé Native Son (Con cua dat Me - 1940) manh mé
c6 phén tan nhén, trong d6 Bigger Thomas, mot thanh nién Da den thit hoc, 15 tay giét chét
con géi clia ong chii Da trang cta minh, roi tan nhan d6t xac dé phi tang va giét luén c6 ban
gai Da den cuia minh vi sg ¢6 ta s& t6 cao han. Mic dau nhidu ngudi My Da den phé phan
Wright vi da xay dung mot nhan vat Da den la mot ke giét nguoi ghé tom nhu vay, tiéu
thuyet cua Wright gop mot tiéng noi can thiét du cham tré vé té phan biét ching toc da 1a cha
dé ciia qua nhiéu cudc tranh luan ¢ Hoa Ky.

Zora Neale Hurston (1903 - 1960)

Sinh ra trong thanh phd nho Eatonville bang Florida, Zora Neale Hurston dugc danh gi la
mat trong nhimg 14 c¢& dau cia thoi ky Phuc hung Harlem. Ba dén New York lan déu khi méi
16 tudi - voi tu cach 1a thanh vién ciia doan kich noi luu dong. La nguoi ké chuyén tai ning
trac tuyét c6 kha nang hép hdn khan thinh gia, ba theo hoc Pai hoc Barnard, va dugc thu giao
v6i nha nhan chung hoc Franz Boaz va di dén chd nim viing bd mon dan tdc hoc, hira hen
mdt trién vong khoa hoc. Boaz khuyén khich ba suu tip van hoa dan gian tir vang qué Florida
ctia ba. Nha folklore hoc ndi tiéng Alan Lomax goi cudn Mules and Men (Lira va ngudi -
1935) cua ba la cudn sach duoc viét mot cach diéu luyén, chan thanh va déan than nhat trong
linh vuc folklore.

Hurston ciing c6 mot thoi gian sdng ¢ Haiti, hoc phap thuat va suu tim van héa dan gian
vung Caribbe, nhiing diéu nay dugc dua vao tuyén tap Tell My Horse (Bdo con ngya cua t6i -
1938). Viéc nam vitng mot cach tu nhién tiéng Anh thong dung dua ba dén véi truyen thong
16n lao ctia Mark Twain. Ldi viét ctia ba toa sang voi mot ngdn ngir day mau sac trong nhiing
cdu chuyén khoi hai - hay bi tham - 1y tir vin héa truyén miéng ctia nguoi My Da den.

Hurston 14 nha vin gdy an twong sdu sic. Tac pham quan trong nhét cia ba, Their Eves Were
Watching God (D61 mét ho ngudc 1én thanh kinh Chua - 1937), 1a mét birc tranh mé&i mé,
cam dong vé sy truong thanh va vé niém hanh phiic lai tré vé voi mot nguoi phu nir dep
mang trong minh hai dong mau den trang khi ¢6 trai qua 3 cudc hén nhan. Cudn tiéu thuyet
khoi ddy mot cach sdng dong cude séng ciia nguoi lao ddng My - Phi chau trén ving dét
hoang so mién Nam. La canh chim bao tin ciia phong trao phu nir, Hurston goi cam hing va
gdy anh huong dén nhiing nha van duong dai nhu Alice Walker va Toni Morrison qua nhiing
cudn tiéu thuyét mang tinh tu thuat ctia ba nhu Dust Tracks on a Road (D4u byi trén duong -
1942).

TRAO LUU VAN HOQC FUGITIVES VA NHOM PHE BINH MOI

Ttr sau cude Noi chién dén thé ky 20, mién Nam nudc My van con 1a mot mién dat lac hau vé
chinh tri, kinh té cung vdi nan ky thi chung toc va t¢ mé tin di doan, nhung dong thoi lai 1a
vung d4t c6 mot nén van hoa dan gian phong phu va mét y thirc manh mé& vé long tu hao va
truyén thdng nhat. N6 da mang tiéng mot cach hoi bat cong 1a mot ving dat kho can, thap
kém vé vian hoa, mang phong cach tinh 1¢ va ngu dét.

O4i am thay, trao Iuu van hoc dia phuong quan trong nhat cua thé ky 20 chinh 14 trao luu
Fugutives - c6 nghia la hoat dong cuia nhitng ké Pao tau - do nha 1y luan kiém phé binh va
déng thoi 1a thi si John Crowe Ransom, nha tho Allen Tate va nha van viét tiéu luén, tiéu
thuyét va 1am tho Robert Penn Warren lanh dao. Trudng phai van hoc mién Nam nay chéi bo
nhiing gia tri thwong mai d6 thi cua “mién Bac” ma ho cam thay dang banh truéng khap nude
My. Fugitives kéu goi tro vé v6i dt dai va voi nhiing truyén thong My chi cé thé tim thiy &
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mién Nam. Trao luu nay lay tén tir mot tap chi vin hoc, The Fugitive, xuat ban tir 1922 dén
1925 ctia Pai hoc Vanderbilt, & Nashville bang Tennessee, véi su hop tac ciia Ransom, Tate,
va Warren. Ba nha vén chu yéu ctia trao luu Fugitive ciing két hop v6i nhom Phé binh méi deé
xuat mot 16i t1ep cén van hoc qua cach doc ky ludng, sw chu y dén cach viét dung quy pham
(vé hinh anh, an dy, van luat, 4m thanh va biéu twong) va nhimg y nghia ham an cua chung.
Ransom, 1y thuyet gia hang du cua phong trao Phuc hung mién Nam giita hai thé chlen xudt
ban mét cuon sach mang tén The New Criticism (Chu nghia phé binh méi - 1941) ban vé
phuong phap nay, dua ra mét cach tlep can khac cho nhirmg phuong phap phé binh ngoai van
hoc trudc day von dua trén cac yeu t6 lich st va tiéu sir tac gia. Trao luu phé binh Méi tro
thanh phuong phéap phé binh thdng tri trong nhitng thap nién 40 va 50 & M boi vi n6 to ra rat
thich hop v6i nhitng nha van theo trao luu Hién dai nhu 1a Eliot va co thé tiép thu 1y thuyét
ctia Freud (dic biét nhitng pham tru cdu tric ciia nd nhu 1a vo thirc, ban nga va siéu ngi) va
cac phuong phap dua trén nhitng kiéu mau huyén thoai.

KICH NOI MY THE KY 20

Kich n6i My mé phong san khau Anh va chau Au mai cho dén tan thé ky 20. Thong thuong
nhimg vo tir nuée Anh hay dugc dich tir nhimg ngén ngir chau Au chiém linh mua biéu dlen
Mot dao luat chua hoan chinh vé ban quyén da khong thé bao vé va nang d& nhiing nha viét
kich My hoat dong cho mot nén nghé thuat san khAu dich thuc. Cac nam nit 196 197 nghé si
trong “hé thong cac ngdi sao” ciing vy, ho dugc him md tan thuong hon 1a chinh ndi dung
cac vo kich. Dan My dd x6 di xem nhitng dién vién Cyu luc dia lvu dién & M§. Thém vao do,
nhing vé kich nude ngoai, cling nhu ruou ngoai, ludn duge danh gia cao hon han nhing vo
kich néi dia.

Subt thé ky 19, nhitng v& kich uét at, ity mi véi nhitng nhan vat dan chi mau muc va su
tuong phan rd rét giita cai tot va cai x4u da thanh phd bién. Nhitng v& kich vé nhitng van dé
x4 hoi nhu ché d6 nd 18 ciing 16i kéo duoc phan 16n khan gia; d6i luc ciing ¢6 nhimg vé kich
duogc chuyén thé tir tiéu thuyét nhu Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Cubi thé ky 19, nhing v kich
nghiém tic méi cd géng dat duge sy ddi méi vé mat ngh¢ thuat. Tuy nhién, van héa dai
ching da co6 nhiing tién trién quan trong, dédc biét kich vaudeville (thé loai san khau tap k¥
binh dén gdm hai kich ngén, hé, nhac va nhiing thir twong tu). San khau tap k¥, dua trén 4m
nhac va van héa dén gian My Da den, do nhiing dién vién Da trang hoa trang “mat den” trinh
dién ciing phat trién nhitng hinh thic va cach thé hién rat sang tao.

Eugene O’Neill (1888 - 1953)

Eugene O’Neill 14 dinh cao cua kich n6i My. Rét nhiéu vo kich ctia 6ng két hop sang tao k§
thuat 10n lao cting v&i mot cai nhin tuoi sang va mot cam xuc sau ling. Nhing v kich dau
tay ctia O’Neill quan tim dén tang 16p lao ddng va ngudi nghéo khd; nhimng tac pham vé sau
tap trung kham pha nhiing linh vuc cht quan, nhu nhiing ndi 4m anh va tinh duc. D6 ciing
chinh 14 nhitng vé kich ghi lai ddu 4n cia viéc O’Neill chiu anh hudng siu sic cua Freud va
nhitng ¢b ging dau thuong khéc khoai ciia ong trong viéc chap nhan cai chét cia cha, me va
anh trai. Vo kich Desire Under the Elms (Khao khat dudi rang cay du - 1924) da tai hién
niém dam mé tham kin trong mét gia dinh. V& The Great God Brown (Vi than t6i linh thiéng
Brown - 1926) boc tran thé giéi tiém thic ciia mot thuong gia giau c6. Con v6 Strange
Interlude (Quang lang ky la - 1928) - doat giai Pulitzer -thi lan theo dau vét nhimg cudc tinh
roi rim ctia mot ngudi dan ba. Nhimg v6 kich ¢6 stc tac dong sau xa nay thé hién nhiing tinh
cach c4 nhan khac nhau quay vé véi nhitng xtic cam nguyén so hodc su ban loan boi tac dong
clia cac xung dot cang thang.
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O’Neill tiép tuc khai thac cac ap luc mang tinh phan tim hoc cua tinh yéu va sy thong tri
trong cac gia dinh trong mot vo kich bo ba cung mang tén Mourning Becomes Electra (Khoc
thuwong von ban tinh nang Electra - 1931) dya trén v bi kich bd ba ¢ dién Oedipus cta
Sophocles®”. Nhiing tac phdm cudi doi ciia dng bao gdm nhitng v& duoc du ludn céng nhan
1a kiét tac The Iceman Cometh (Nguoi ban kem da t6i - 1946), mot tac pham kiét xuit voi dé
tai vé cai chét, Long Day'’s Journey Into Night (Cudc hanh trinh tron ngay dai dé di vao bong
dém - 1956) - mot tiéu st ty thuat ddy sirc manh bao quat nhiéu vén dé day kich tinh lay
chinh nhig thanh vién trong gia dinh dng lam nhan vat va sy huy hoai cua ho vé mit tam ly
va thé xac lam trong tam; tat ca diéu do chi xay ra trong vong mot dém. Tac pham nay la mot
pha}n ctia mot chudi cac vo kich O’Neill sang tac trong giai doan cudi doi cho dén khi 6ng
chet.

O’Neill da dinh nghia lai nghé thuat san khau bang cach dep bo sy phan chia theo truyén
thdng thanh man, canh (Strange Interlude c6 9 man, con Mourning Becomes Electra phai mat
9 gior dé din); sir dung mat na nhu trong nhimng vo kich & chau A va Hy Lap ¢ dai; dua vao
kich nhitng doan tho theo kiéu Shakespeare dan dong ca Hy Lap; va tao ra nhimg hiéu qua
dic biét qua anh sang va am thanh. Ong duoc moi ngudi cong nhan 1a tac gia viét kich hang
dau cta Hoa Ky. Vao nam 1936, 6ng dugc nhan gidi Nobel van hoc va ciing 1a nha soan kich
Hoa Ky dau tién nhan duoc vinh du nay.

Thorton Wilder (1897 - 1975)

Thorton Wilder noi tiéng vi nhiing v6 kich Our Town (Thi tran ctia ching toi - 1938) va The
Skin of Our Teeth (1942), va vi cudn tiéu thuyét The Bridge of San Luis Rey (Cay cau & San
Luis Rey - 1927) cua 6ng.

V& Our Town chuyén tai nhitng gia tri My tich cyc. N6 chira dung moi yéu t6 tinh cam va
hoai niém vé mot thi trén nhoé mién qué theo truyén théng mau muc, cac bic cha me don hau
va nhiing dra con ngo nghich, cting nhiing cip tinh nhan son tré. Van c6 day d6 nhiing yéu tb
cach tan nhu nhiing hon ma, giong noi tir phia khan gia, nhimg chuyen doi thoi gian tao bao
khién cho v& kich 16i cudn hon. Thyc ra, day la mot vé kich vé cude song va cai chét, trong
d6 nhitng ngudi chét duoc tai sinh, it nhat thi ciing trong chc lat.

Clifford Odets (1906 - 1963)

Clifford Odets, mot bac thay vé kich xa hoi, 1a ngudi Do Thai di cu tir Pong Au. Lon 1én &
New York, 6ng trd thanh mot trong nhiing thanh vién dau tién ctia nhém kich the Group
Theatre do Harold Churman, Lee Strasberg va Cheryl Crawford diéu hanh, chi dan dung
nhitng vo kich trong nudc. V& kich ndi tiéng nhat ciia Odets 1a Waiting for Lefty (Doi cho
nguoi canh ta - 1935), vé kich thé nghi€ém mdt man nay ting hd mdt cach nhiét tinh chu nghia
nghi¢p doan lao dong.

V& Awake and Sing! (Hiy thtrc dy va ca hat!) ciua 6ng, mot khiic ca hoai niém vé gia dinh 1a
mot vo kich thanh cong vang doi, tiép theo 13 v& Golden Boy (Cau bé vang), cAu chuyén mot
thanh nién di cu géc Y tu huy hoai tai nang 4&m nhac cua minh (anh 1a mot nhac si vi cém) bi

tién bac cam dd rdi tré thanh mot vo si quyén Anh va roi bi thuong ¢ tay. Ciing nhu The

%0 Electra: trong than thoai Hi Lap 1a con gai ciia Agamemnon va Clytemnestra da ctru thot ngudi em trai khi
cha nang bi giét. Khi nguoi em trg vé& nang ciing gitip em giét me va nguoi tinh cta ba. Trong vo kich bg ba ciia
O’Neil nhén vt chinh cling hanh dong tuwong tu Electra, chi c6 khéc 1a ngudi em trai sau do tu sat.
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Great Gatsby cla Fitzgerald va An American Tragedy ctia Dreiser, vo kich 1a hoi chudng
canh tinh nhitng tham vong v6 d6 va chu nghia vat chat.
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Chuwong 7 THI CA PHAN TRUYEN THONG HOA KY TU 1945

Sau Chién tranh Thé gidi Thir hai, mot su thay dbi 16n thoat khoi quan ni€ém cho rﬁng cac
hinh thtrc, ndi dung truyén théng va lich st c6 thé mang lai y nghia va tinh lién tuc cho cudc
sdng con ngudi da hinh thanh trong tri tudng tuong vin hoc dwong dai khip noi trén thé gidi,
bao gdm ca Hoa Ky. Nhirng bién c6 tir Chién tranh Thé giéi Thir hai d3 san sinh ra nhan thirc
vé lich st nhu 12 mot chudi khong lién tuc: mdi hanh dong, cam xuc, va khoanh khéc déu
dugc xem 1a doc nhit. Phong céch va hinh thac gio day hinh nhu chi 1a nhét thoi, tam bo, tu
phan chiéu qua trinh sang tao va sy ty nhan thirc cia tac gia. Nhing loai hinh dién dat quen
thudc tré' nén dang nghi ngo, tinh sang tao dang tr¢ thanh mot truyén thong méi.

Khoéng kho khan gi trong viéc tim ra nhitng nguyén nhan lich st cho nhiing tinh cach nhay
cam bi phan hoa nay & My. D6 1a Chién tranh Thé gi6i Thi hai, sy trdi day ctia mot dam
dong v danh va chu nghia tiéu thy trong mdt xa hoi d6 thi tap trung, nhitng phong trao phan
khang vao thap nién 60, cude chién tranh chong Viét Nam kéo dai ca thap ky, chién tranh
lanh, nhitng hiém hoa méi truong - ban li¢t ké nhiing cu sdc ctia nén van hoa M¥ con dai va
da dang. Tuy nhién, chinh cac phuong tién truyén thong va nén vin hoa dai chung da thay dbi
vé cin ban xa hoi Mgy. Diu tién 1a dai phat thanh r6i phim anh va gio day la sy hién dién toan
nang, dong thot & khip noi cia vo tuyén truyén hinh dé lam thay 601 cudc séng nguoi dan
MY tan goc ré. Tur mot nén van hoa tri tué, hoc van cao, mang dau an c4 nhan chi dya vao
sach vo, doi mat va viéc doc, Hoa Ky da tré thanh mot nén van hoa dya vao nhiing phuong
tién truyén thong hoa theo cung giong trén radio, theo dong nhac cuia dia compact va bang
cassette, phim va hinh anh trén man hinh tivi.

Tho ca My ciing bi anh hudng truc tiép bai nhitg ngudn thong tin dai chung va k§ thuét dién
t. Phim anh, bang Vldeo va bang cassette ghi am nhung bai tho va nhitng cudc phong van
cac nha tho déu co ban sin va nhimg phuong phap in an sao chup méi me va ré tién da
khuyén khich cac nha tho tré tu 4n hanh tac pham va cac chu but tré cho ra mit cac tap chi

van hoc - nay c6 khoang hon 2000 t&. Tir khoang cudi thap nién 50 dén nay ngudi dan My
ngay cang y thirc dugc rang k¥ thuat von hét strc ¢6 ich van boc 16 nhitng hiém nguy qua mot
loat hinh anh gay an tuong 1éch lac. Béi véi nhirng ngudi dan My ua tim kiém nhung diéu
moi la, tho ca c6 vé nhu gan giii hon trude day: N6 mang lai cho con nguoi cach dién dat doi
séng cht quan va noi 1én anh hudng cua k¥ thuat va xa hoi dai ching 1én mdi ca nhan.

Két qua 1a c6 rat nhiéu phong cach ra doi. Mot vai phong cach mang tinh chat dia phuong,
vai phong cach két hop véi cac trudng phai hay nhitng nha tho ndi tiéng, ganh dua quyét liét
dé thu hat sy cha . Tho ca My duong dai dugc phan tan thanh nhiéu dong, thay doi that
phong phu, va khong thé tong két duoc. Tuy nhién, dé tién trao d01 ban ludn, n6 c¢6 thé duoc
x€p theo mdt hinh quang pho tao ra ba phan giao nhau - phan truyen thong & mot phia, phan
dic di & giita, va phan thé nghiém & phia kia. Nhimg nha tho truyén thong duy tri hay lam
song lai nhitng truyén thdng thi ca. Nhitng nha tho dic di sir dung ca nhiing k¥ thuat truyén
thong 1n cach tan trong viéc tao ra nhitng giong noi riéng. Nhitng nha tho thé nghiém cd
gang dat duoc nhitng phong cach vin héa méi.

TRAO LUU TRUYEN THONG

Nhiing nha tho truyén thong bao gdm cac nha tho dugc cong nhan béc thay trong ca thé loai
va phong cach dién dat truyén théng. Ho lam tho voi mot k§ nang dé nhan biét, thuong sir
dung van diéu hay mot kiéu hiép van nhat dinh. Ho thudng xuét than tir bo bién phia Dong
hay phia Nam nudc My va thuong giang day ¢ cac truong dai hoc. Do 1a Richard Eberhart va
Richard Wilbur; nhitng nha tho 130 thanh trong nhém Fugitive nhu John Crowe Ranson,
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Allen Tate va Robert Penn Warren; nhitng nha tho tré day tai ning nhu John Hollander,
Richard Howard va Robert Lowell ¢ thoi ky dau 1a nhiing guong mat ndi bat. Ho di duoc
cong nhan va tac pham cua ho thudng duoc chon vao cac tuyén tap tho.

Chuong trudc ta da néi dén sy trau chudt, thai d6 tran trong thién nhién, va nhiing gia tri
trudng ton sau sic ciia nhitng nha tho trong nhém Fugitive. Nhitng tinh chat nay da lam ting
gi4 tri cho tho ca hudng vé truyén théng. Tho cua phai truyén théng thuong chinh xac, hién
thuc va di dém thong minh, chfmg han nhu Richard Wilbur (1921 -...), ho chiu anh hudng boi
nhirng ton chi cta cac nha tho siéu hinh Anh thé ky 15 va thé ky 16 da dugc su tng ho cua T.
S. Eliot.

Bai tho ndi tiéng nhat ciia Wilbur, “A World Without Objects Is a Sensible Emptiness” (Mot
thé gidi khong vat thé 1a mot khoang tréng nhay cam - 1950), twa dé bai tho 1dy tir y tuong
ctia Thomas Traherne, mot nha tho siéu hinh. Poan mé dau sinh ddng ctia n6 minh hoa cho
su trong sang ma mot vai nha tho da tim duoc trong nhip diéu va tinh déu dan hop quy.

Nhu'ng con lac da cao lon cua linh hon

On do vugt qua lim cay cudi ciing tién vao sa mac
Ciing véi tiéng kéu ciia con chdu chau bay dén bong mt
clia manh dat khé can

Mat troi. Chung chdm chap, tu hao.

Nhitng nha tho truyén thong, khong giéng véi nhiéu nha tho theo trao luu thé nghiém, nhiing
ngudi khong tin cy vao sy dién dat “qua nén tho”, dd hoan nghénh nhiing cau c6 4m hudng
day chit tho. Robert Penn Warren (1905 - 1989) két thuc mot bai tho bang nhiing tur “dé yéu
say ddm cai thé gi6i ma cudi ciing chiing ta c6 thé tin tuong vao Thuong DE”. Allen Tate
(1899 - 1979) két thiic mot bai tho nhu sau: “Ngudi linh canh nghia dja tinh dén ca chung ta”.
Nhitng nha tho truyén thdng déi lac ciing dung 16i dién dat c6 phan khoa trurong ddy nhirng tir
cb va ky la, ding nhiéu hinh dung tir (vi du “con ct tham sau”) va dao ngi, trong do trat ty
clia ngdn ngit néi ty nhién bi thay ddi mot cach guong ép. Doi lic ciing dat dén su tao nha,
nhu trong cu tho trén cua Warren, doi lac tho c6 vé cling ngéc véi nhitng gidi han cia cam
XUc gia tao nhu trong cau ctia Tate: “Cham mot cach vién vong vao duong vién 4o ctia ngudi
gido s1”.

Mot d6i khi, nhu trong tho ctia Hollander, Howard va James Merrill (1926 -...) sy dién dat
mang tinh cach tu nhan thirc két hop v6i su hom hinh, 16i choi chit va nhiing dién tich.
Merrill thuc su d6i méi trong nhiing dé tai vé d6 thi cia minh, nhitng cau tho khong theo van,
nhiing dé tai riéng tu va mot giong tho trd chuyén nhe nhang, chia sé cach dién dat hom hinh
v6i nhitng nha tho theo phong cach truyén théng nhur trong “The Broken Heart” (Trai tim tan
v - 1966), viét vé mot cude hon nhan nhu thé nod chi 1a mot ly cde-tai:

Van la cau chuyén xwa cii ay
Cha Thoi Gian va me Pat Lanh
Cugc hén nhdn co nguy co tan vo.

Su luu loat minh bach va k¥ thuat pho truong béng 161 duoc mot s6 nha tho sir dung, nhu
Merrill va John Ashbery, khién cho ho thanh cong nhin theo goc do truyén thong, mic du tho
ctia ho da dinh nghia lai tho ca theo nhimg cach d6i méi triét dé. Phong cach cao nha duyén
dang 1am cho mdt s6 nha tho ¢6 vé nhu mang 4m hudng truyén théng hon trong thuc té, nhu
truong hop Randall Jarrell (1914 - 1965) va A. R. Ammons (1926 -...). Ammoms tao nén
nhitng d6i thoai day kich tinh gitra con nguoi va thién nhién, con Jarrell khai thac linh vuc
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nhan thirc bi vudng mic cta nhitng ngudi bi tude doat quyén loi: phu ni, tré con, nhing
nguoi linh that vong, nhu trong “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner” (Cai chét cua nguoi
linh phdo binh thap Tron - 1945):

Tir gidc ngii ciia me tdi, t6i roi xudng tiéu bang

Va t6i ciii xuong cdi da day ciia né cho dén khi bé 1ong wot cia t6i dong gid
Tha minh ti gicfc mo cua cudc doi, toi roi tir do cao 6 dam

T6i thire ddy do tiéng sing den ngom va nhitng chién binh dc méng

Khi téi chét nguwoi ta sé ding voi nudc xit téi ban ra khoi thap

Mic du nhiéu nha tho truyén thng sir dung van diéu nhung khong phai tat ca tho co van diéu
déu c6 chii dé va giong tho truyén thong. Nha tho Gwindolyn Brooks (1917 -...) viét vé
nhitng khé khian khi séng trong nhitng khu 6 chudt ¢ thanh phd - chir dimg noi dén chuyén
viét lach. Bai tho “Kichenette Building” (Nha chung cu - 1945) ctia ba dat cau hoi:

C6 thé ching mét gidc mo bay 1én qua lan khéi mii hanh
Mau trang va tim cua no chién dau voi khoai chién
Va rdc thai ngay hom qua dang chin ¢ hanh lang...

Nhiéu nha tho bao gém Brooks, Adrienne Rich, Richard Wilbur, Robert Lowell va Robert
Penn Waren bat du viét theo phong cach truyén thong, st dung vén luat, nhung da tur bo tat
ca diéu nay vao thap nién 60 dudi ap luc ciia nhitng bién ¢ xi hoi va mot khuynh hudng tién
dan dén nhitng hinh thirc céi mo.

Robert Lowell (1917 - 1977)

La nha tho hién dai co nhiéu anh huong nhit, Robert Lowell khdi dau sy nghiép theo khuynh
huéng truyén thong nhung dan dan bi anh hudng boi trao luu thé nghiém. Béi vi cude sdng
va sang tac ciia ong 1a nhip cau ndi thoi gian giita nhitng bac thay trong trudng phai hién dai
nhu Ezra Pound v6i nhiing nha tho duong thoi, nén su nghiép thi ca cia 6ng hudng cac nha
tho theo khuynh huéng thé nghiém sau nay vao trong mot khoang troi rong 16n hon.

Lowell 1a khudn miu dién hinh ciia mot nha tho kinh vién: ngudi Da tréng, phai manh, theo
dao Tin lanh tir thud lot long, hoc van cao, va c6 quan hé mat thiét voi gidi hoat dong xa hoi
va chinh tri. Ong 1a hau dué cua mot dong ho thudc gidi duge goi la Brahmin trdm anh thé
phiét rit duogc trong vong & Boston, dd gop cho doi nha tho nbi tiéng thé ky 19 - -- James
Russel Lowell - va mot vién truong gan day cia dai hoc Harvard. Tuy nhién, Robert Lowell
t khiang dinh minh ma khong dia vao gia thé va nhiing uu thé troi cho. Ong khong hoc
Harvard ma hoc dai hoc Kenyon ¢ Ohio, noi 6ng chdi bo t6 tién Thanh giao cia minh va theo
Cong gido. Bi ti mot nam vi phan d6i Chién tranh Thé gi¢i Thi hai vai luong tri ciia mot nha
tho nhan dao. Sau nay, 6ng cong khai phan ddi cudc chién tranh Viét Nam.

Nhitng cudn sach dau tién cia Lowell: Land of Unlikeness (Vung dét cia nhitng diéu ky la - _
1944) va Lord Weary’s Castle (Lau dai ciia ngai Weary - 1946), doat giai thuong Pulitzer, thé
hién kha ning nam viing cac hinh thirc va phong cach truyén thong, nhing cam nhan manh
mé va cai nhin tién tri vé lich st du mang dam dAu 4n ca nhan.

Strc manh phé phén va sy chinh xac clia cic tac pham dau tay ctia ong dic biét manh mé
trong nhitng bai tho nhu “Children of Light” (Tré em cia anh sang - 1946) 1a 161 [én an gay
git nhitng ngudi Thanh gido da giét hai nhitng ngudi Da d6 con con chau cuia ho thi dbt hét
lwong thuc thira thay vi ché dén cho nguoi doi khé. Lowell viét:
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Cha ong chung ta moi banh mi tir gong cum va dad tang
Roi rao vieon minh bang xwong nguoi Da do.

Cudn sach ké tiép ciia Lowell, The Mills of the Kavanaughs (May xay bot cua gia dinh
Kavanaughs - 1951) chira dyng nhiing doc thoai cam dong day kich tinh trong d6 thanh vién
cua gia dinh nay boc 16 su nhan nai diu dang va diém yéu cua ho. Van ludn luén 1a nhu Vay,
phong cach cua 6ng hoa tron nhiing gi thude vé con ngudi voi nhitng diéu 16n lao vi dai. Ong
thuong st dung 4m vén truyén thong, nhung phong cach pho thong cua 6ng nguy trang diéu
d6 cho dén khi n6 c¢6 vé nhu mot giai diéu nén. Tuy vdy, loai tho thé nghiém nay di tao cho
Lowell budc dot pha dé c6 duge mot but phap riéng day sang tao.

Trong mét chuyén di doc tho vao giita nhitng nam 50, Lowell 1an dau tién dugc nghe mot s6
bai tho thé nghiém: Bai Howl! (Tiéng hu) cua Allen Ginsberg va Myths and Texts (Huyén
thoai va van ban) ciia Gary Snyder, luc d6 con chua xut ban, dugce doc va ngam doi luc c6
dém nhac Jazz trong nhitng quan café & North Beach, mt vung & San Francisco. Lowell cam
thdy dit canh nhitng bai tho nay, nhitng bai tho hoan hao cia 6ng qua khé cimg, khoa truong
va dong khung trong udc 1€ sao mon. Khi nghe lai &m huong cta ching béang cach doc to 1én,
6ng co dip stra chira dé 1am cho chung c6 dugc ve lap lanh doi thuong. “Nhitng bai tho cua
toi co vé glong nhu nhiing con quai vat thoi tién su bi kéo Xuong ving lay va bi chét boi mot
bd 4o giap rong tuéch ciia nd”, sau nay ong da viét nhu vy, “t6i dang ngdm nga nhing diéu
ma chinh t6i cting khong cam du’qc nira”.

Vao thoi diém nay, Lowell cling nhu nhiéu nha tho khac sau 6ng, chap nhén sy thach thirc:
hoc hoi tir truyén théng canh tranh & My -d6 1a mén phai ciia William Carlos Williams.
Lowell viét vao nam 1962: “Duong nhu khong mdt nha tho nao, ngoai trir Williams, da that
su nhin thiy nudc My hay nghe dugc ngdn ngir ciia nd”. Tir d6, Lowell thay d6i cach viét cua
minh mét cach triét dé, str dung “nhiing thay d6i dot ngot cua giong diéu, khong khi va tbe
d6” ma Lowell than phuc nhit trong tho cia Williams.

Lowell cit bé nhitng 4m chi t6i nghia; 4m vén ctia 6ng trd nén nhit quan véi ndi dung cua bai
tho thay vi 4p dit 1én n6. Ciu triic nhitng khd tho ciing bi pha bé; nhitng hinh thirc ing tac
moi nay sinh. Trong Life Studies (Nhitng kham pha vé cudc doi - 1959), ong khdi xudng mot
16i tho tu bach, mot phuong thirc mdi mé trong d6 6ng phoi bay nhitng van dé riéng tu dan
vit nhat voi su chan that hét minh va cam xtic manh liét. Thuc chét, ong khong chi kham pha
ra con ngudi thyc cia minh ma con ca tung n6 trong nhing khia canh riéng tu kho néi nhat
ctia n6. Ong da bién d6i chinh minh thanh mot con ngudi moi, cam thay thoai mai v6i ban
ngi ctia minh, mot manh nhé va mot ci gi d6 trong tién trinh ctia cudc song.

Sy bién d6i ciia Lowell 1a mot bude ngoit trong tho ca sau chién tranh, mé ra mot con dudng
m&i cho nhiéu tac gia tré hon. Trong For the Union Dead (Ho hy sinh tit ca cho nén cong
hoa®V - 1964), Notebook (S6 tay - 1967 - 1969) va nhitng cudn sach sau nay, ong tiép tuc
nhitng kham ph4 mang tinh chét tiéu sir tu thuat va nhitng d6i méi k¥ thuat ctia minh, sir
dung thanh tyu cta phén tdm hoc. Tho tu bach cia Lowell da gdy anh huéng mot cach dic
biét. Ta khong thé hinh dung duoc nhiing tic pham cia John Berryman, Anne Sexton va

i Bai tho nay l4y cam hing tir Robert Gould Shan (1837- 1863), nguoi lanh dao trung doan Da den déu tién cia
mién Béc trong cudc ndi chién. Ong hy sinh trong mét cudc tién cong ¢ nam Caroline. Du¢i mot birc phu di€u
bang dong do nha diéu khic Augustus Saint Gaudens thuc hién dé tuong niém nhiing nguoi chét & try s& tleu
bang Massachusetts c6 mot dong chir Latin “Omnia Reliquit Servave Rem Publicam” c6 nghia la “Anh nim
xudng cho mét nén cong hoa” Lowell da thay d6i mot chiit trong 10 dé tir cho bai tho thanh “Ho da hy sinh tét
ca cho nén cong hoa.” Chung téi ldy ¥ nay dé tam dich tya dé bai tho trén.
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Sylvia Plath (hai nguoi sau la sinh vién ctia 6ng) -xin don ctr mot vai ngudi -ma khong co
Lowell.

NHUNG NHA THO PAC DI

Nhirng nha tho phat trién nhitng phong cach doc ddo, sir dung truyén thong nhung mé rong
no6 vao nhiing dia hat méi mé véi phong vi hién dai ddm nét, bén canh Plath va Sexton con cé
John Berryman, Theodore Roethke, Richard Hugo, Philip Levine, James Dickey, Elizabeth
Bishop va Adrienne Rich.

Sylvia Plath (1932 -1963)

Sylvia Plath c6 mot khéi dau dang ao udc: duoc hoc béng theo hoc dai hoc Smith, t6t nghiép
thi1 khoa, r6i dugc hoc béng Fulbright hoc tai dai hoc Cambridge, Anh. Tai day ba gdp nguoi
chdng tuong lai co sirc cu6n hut la lung cia minh, thi st Ted Hughes. Ba c6 voi ong hai dira
con va song trong mot can nha mién qué & nudc Anh. Bén dudi su thanh cong clr nhu trong
¢ tich, nhirc nhdi nhitng vin dé tim 1y khong co 16i thoat dwoc goi 1én trong cudn tleu thuyet
dugc ua thich cua ba The Bell Jar (Nap chup hinh chudng - 1963). Ngoai mét vai van dé
riéng tu cua ba con co nhiing vén dé khac nay sinh tir nhitng thai do ap btrc phy ni vao thap
nién 50. Trong nhiing van dé nay c6 nhitng quan niém duoc hau het phu nit chia sé -ring phu
nit khong nén boc 10 sy gian dir, hodc c6 tham vong hodc theo dudi su nghiép cua ban than,
ma hay hoan thanh thién chic ctia minh trong viéc chiam séc chong con. Nhing ngudi phy nit
thanh cong nhu Plath di sng trong nghich 1y nhu vay.

Cudc séng dep nhu trong tiéu thuyét cua Plath bi pha v khi ba va Hughes chia tay nhau va
ba mot minh nuoi cac con nho dai trong mot can hg & London vao mét mua dong lanh 1€o
chua timg thdy. Bénh tat, c6 don va tuyét vong, Plath 1am viéc khong tiéc strc dé sang tic mot
loat bai tho tuyét voi trude khi ty tir trong nha bép bang khi dét. Nhitng bai tho nay dugc tap
hop trong tap Ariel (1965) hai ndm sau cai chét cua ba. Robert Lowell, ngudi viét 10i gioi
thiéu, da ghi nhan su tién bo vuot buc cia tho ba tir thoi ba va Anne Sexton con du nhiing
16p tho cua 6ng nam 1958. Tho cua Plath budi dau duoc got gitia céng phu va mang tinh
truyen thong, nhig bai tho giai doan sau cua ba t0 ra tdo bao lidu linh va 14 tiéng kéu thong
thlet day nir tinh. Trong bai “The Applicant” (K¢ thinh cau - 1966), Plath phoi bay su trong
rong, v6 nghia cua vai tro nguoi vo hién dai (nguodi dugce gidm xuong lam mot sy vat goi la
“nd”

Mot con bup bé song, anh nhin thay moi noi
Biet may va théu thua va com nudéc
Va noi, noi that nhiéu, noi mai.

N6 lam viée, chang ¢ gi so xudt

Néu anh bi trdy da, né la thuée dan.

Anh biét nhin thi né la hinh anh.

Ban cua t6i oi, no la noi tru an cudi cung cua anh.
Anh ¢6 ldy né khéng, ldy khéng, ldy khong?

Plath manh dan sir dung mot loai ngon ngit c6 van vé cua nhiing bai déng dao tré con voi mot
su bdc truc bao liét. Ba c6 biét tai dung nhitng hinh anh tdo bao cua van hoa dai chung. Vé tré
tho, ba viét “Tinh yéu 1am bé di nhu mot cai dong hd vang tron tria”. Trong bai “Daddy”
(Cha yéu) ba tudng tuong cha minh la quy Dracula trong phim: “C6 mét cai coc trong trai
tim den t5i ctia cha Va nhitng nguoi dan lang chiang bao gio thich cha”.
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Anne Sexton (1928 -1974)

Ciing nhu Plath, Anne Sexton 1a nguoi phu nir ndng nhiét, say mé da cd gang trong vai tro
mot nguoi vo, mot ngudi me va mdt nha tho vao cai budi giao thoi ngay trudc phong trao
phu nit & My. Cling nhu Plath, ba bi bénh tam than va cudi cung da phai tu van. Tho tu bach
cua Sexton mang tinh chét tu truyén hon tho cia Plath va su thiéu trau chudt cta tho Plath
trong thoi ky ddu. Tuy vay, nhitng bai tho ctia Sexton khéu goi xtic cam mdt cach manh mé.
Chung lao dau vao tan ngd ngach nhimng dé tai cdm ky nhu tinh duc, t6i 18i, va ty tir. Nhimng
bai tho nay thuong bao dan dua ra nhitng chu dé rat phu nit nhu sinh nd, than thé nguoi phu
ntr, hodc hon nhén nhin tir goc d6 cua nir gidi. Trong nhimg bai tho nhu “Her Kind” (Dan ba
- 1960), Sexton coi minh nhu muy phui thity bi tréi vao coc dé thiéu séng:

Ta ngoi trén xe ciia ngieoi, ga tai xé,

vdy chdo lang qué di qua bang canh tay tran

duge biét nhitng con dwong twoi sing cuoz cung, nguo'i song sot
noi nhitng ngon lira ciia nguwoi con ngdu nghién dii ta

va xwong swon ta vo vun duoi banh xe nguoi.

Mot ngueoi dan ba nhw thé khéng cé gi xdu ho khi phai chét

Ta ciing nhw ba dy.

Tuya dé nhitng bai tho ciia ba cho thidy mdi quan tam dén sy dién loan va cai chét. Trong do,
c6 nhig bai To Bedlam and Part Way Back (Noi nao loan va quang duong quay lai - 1960),
Live or Die (Song hay chét - 1966), va cudn sach in sau khi mat The Awful Rowing Toward
God (Cudc boi xudng dé s¢ vé véi Chiia - 1975).

John Berryman (1914 -1972)

Cudc doi cua John Berryman c6 vai nét tuong ddng véi cude doi cua Robert Lowell. Sinh ¢
Oklahoma, 6ng dugc day dd & ving Dong Bic trude khi dén truong va hoc dai hoc
Columbia, sau do6 chuyen sang hoc dai hoc Princeton. C6 thién huéng vé nhiing hinh thtrc tho
ca va van ludt truyén théng, 6ng lay cam himg tir lich st ban dau cua dat nudce va sang tac
nhirng bai tho mang tinh cach tu trao, tu bach trong tuyén tip Dream Songs (Nhiing bai ca
trong mo - 1969) cia minh. Tap tho khic hoa mot nhan vat ky cuc tu ké vé minh tén 1a Henry
va nhiing suy tu vé chinh cong viéc giang day don diéu, ching nghién rugu kinh nién va
tham vong ctia minh.

Ciing gidng nhu tac gia cung thoi voi minh la Theodore Roethke, Berryman phat trién mot
phong cach uyén chuyén, tinh nghich nhung sau sac; song dong han len nho nhitng cach noéi
trong van hoc dén gian, dong dao, dic ngit, tiéng 16ng. Berryman viét vé Henry: “Anh ta nhin
cham cham vao d6 nat. D6 nat nhin cham chim lai anh ta”. Mot chd khac, 6 ong viét mot cach
sdc sao: “O la la! Khi su thd o dén, t6i rén xiét va ndi ning am 1.

Theodore Roethke (1908 -1963)

La con cua mot 6ng chu nha kinh, Theodore Roethke phat trién mot von ngon ngtr dac biét
goi lai “thé gi6i nha kinh” ctia nhimg c6n tring bé nho va nhitng ddy mo ré ma khong nhin
thdy duoc: “Nay sau bo, hiy dén sdng cung ta/ Day 1a luc ta gip kho khan”. Nhimg bai tho
tinh cua 6ng trong tap Words for the Wind (Lo1 guii gi6 - 1958) ca ngoi veé dep va noi khat
khao v6i nhiing dam mé tho ngdy. Mot bai tho mé dau nhu thé nay: “Téi biét mot phu nir,
xinh dep den tan xuwong, Khi con chim nho budn, nang tho dai véi chung”. D61 luc tho cua
ong co vé gidng nhiing trang tdc ky cua thién nhién hodc nhing cau dé ¢ xua:
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“Ai tung bui vao tiéng dong
Hoi chuét di, no biet!”

Richard Hugo (1923 -1982)

Richard Hugo, nguoi thanh phd Seattle - bang Washington, thudc thé hé dan em cua
Theodore Roethke. Ong 16n 1én nghéo khd trong nhitng khu phd ti t& nhung c6 biét tai
truyén dat niém hi vong, ndi s¢ hai va su that vong cta tang 10p lao dong trong bdi canh cia
mién Tay Bac Hoa Ky.

Hugo viét nhitng bai tho hoai niém, ty bach voi thé tho iambic tiét tiu manh vé nhitng thi tran
nho t6i tan, bi bo quén trong vung ong song. Ong viét vé sy nhuc nh, that bai va nhiing
khoanh khic hlem hoi chép nhan dugc trong quan hé con ngudi. Ong huong doc gia chi tam
vao nhitng chi tiét thoang qua, c6 vé nhu khong gay mot hiéu qua gi dé tao nén nhing dleu co
¥ nghia hon. Bai tho “What Thou Lovest Well, Remains American” (Diéu ban yéu nhit van
1a ciia My - 1975) két thuc bang hinh anh mot ngudi mang nhimg ky niém vé thi trin qué nha
ngay xua nhu thé ching 1a com in thirc udng.

Néu mac ket trong mot

thi trn co xua

hoang ving

ban can nhitng nguoi

véu khat khao

tinh ban

va cam thdy can

duoc tiép don trong quan ruwou bén dong
chiing dang dén day!

Philip Levine (1928 -)

Philip Levine, sinh ¢ Detrort bang Michigan viét mot cach boc tryc vé nhitng thua thiét kinh
té ciia nguoi cong nhén voi 16i quan sat sic sao, sy phan nd va mia mai dau xot. Glong nhu
Hugo, 6ng xudt than tur tang 16p dan nghéo thanh thi. Ong 1a tiéng n6i cua nhiing ca thé co
don - nan nhan ctia nén cong nghiép My. Phan 16n tho 6 ong mang &m huong am dam va phan
anh mot khuynh huéng v6 chinh phu trong cai nhan thire rang nhimng hé théng nha nudc s&
bén viing.

Trong mot bai tho, Levine vi minh v&i mét con cao song sot trong mot thé gl(n hiém nguy
day nhiing tay tho sin chi nho vao 1ong can dam va su tinh khon cua nd. Xét vé cach sir dung
nhip diéu, ong di di sudt con duong tir nhimg kiéu 4m van truyén thong trong nhitng bai tho
dau tién cuia minh dén nhitng cau tho tu do hon, c¢&i md hon giai doan tho sau nay khi 6ng
dién dat sy phan khang don doc ciia minh chdng lai nhirg xau xa cua thé gidi duong thoi.

James Dickey (1923 -)

James Dickey 1a mét tiéu thuyét gia, mot nha viét tiéu luan dong thoi cling 1a m6t nha tho.
Ong 1a nguoi tiéu bang Georgia. Bang nhiing suy ngim ctia minh, 6ng tin rang dé tai chinh
clia cic tac pham ong 13 sy tlep noi dang hién hitu - hodc phai hién hiru - gitra ban nga va thé
gioi. Phan 10n nhitng gi ong viét déu xuat phat tir thién nhién - séng va nii, thoi tiét va nhimg
hiém hoa 4n chira bén trong.
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Vao cudi thap nién 60, Dickey bét dau viét cudn tiéu thuyét tya dé Deliverance (Giai thoat)
n6i vé mat trai cia moi quan hé cia canh dan 6ng. Mot cudn sach sau khi xuit ban va vé sau
dugc dung thanh phim, lam cho 6ng thém ndi tiéng. Nhimg tuyén tap tho gan day cua ong
nodi vé nhitng de tai khac nhau nhu la phong canh mién Nam (Jericho: the South Beheld Mién
Nam trong mit ai - 1974) va anh huéng cua Kinh thanh trong cudce song cua 6ng God’s
Images (Hinh anh Chua - 1977). Dickey thuong quan tim t6i sy ¢d ging:

Vwot qua, thdt vé vong
Vwot qua cai doi hoi.

Elizabeth Bishop (1911 -1979) va Adrienne Rich (1929 -)

Trong s cac nha tho nit ciia nhom cac nha tho dic di, Elizabeth Bishop va Adrienne Rich d
dat duoc sy tran trong nhiéu nhét trong nhitng nim gan day. Tri thong minh mn tiép, su
quan tdm dén nhiing phong canh dep & nhiing viing xa x6i va nhiing an du vé nhiing cudc du
hanh cta Bishop 16i cuén doc gia bai sy chinh xac va tinh té. Ciing gidng nhu thay cia ba,
Marianne Moore, Bishop khong 1y chong, da viét nhiing bai tho dat dén trinh d§ ngh¢ thuat
cao bang mot phong cach mé ta, lanh ling chét chtra nhitng chiéu sau triét 1y tham kin. Sy
mo ta bién Bic Pai Tay Duong lanh nhu bang trong bai “At the Fishhouses™ (Tai lang danh
c4) c6 thé ap dung cho tho ctia Bishop. “N¢ giéng nhimng diéu ta twong tuong vé kién thirc
cta ta/ Téi tim, min ma, sang trong, cam dong va tu do hoan toan”.

Cung vdi Moore, Bishop ¢6 thé duge dit vao truyén théng tho phu nit “lanh lung” quay tré
lai véi Emily Dickinson, néu so sanh véi nhing bai tho “néng bong” ciia Plath, Sexton, va
Adrienne Rich. Dau Rich bat dau su nghiép tho ca bang cach viét nhitng bai tho gan véi thé
tai va Am vén truyén thong; nhiing thi phdm cua ba, dic biét nhimng bai tho viét sau khi ba tre
thanh mot nha hoat dong tich cuc vi nir quyén vao thap nién 60, chira dyng nhitng cam xuc
manh liét. Tai ning dic biét cua ba thé hién & nhiing 4n du, nhu trong bai tho kiét xuét cia ba
“Diving Into the Wreck” (Lan xudng con tau ddm - 1973), goi nhéc cudc tim kiém ban sic
cua mot phu nir qua viéc lan Xuéng mot con tau bi ddm. Su ddm chim cua con tau cling giéng
nhu viée ty danh mat minh ciia ngudi phu nit nay. Mot thong diép dugc guri téi, phu nit phai
tim cho minh mdt con dudng riéng trong cai lanh dia ma dan 6ng lam chd. Mdt bai tho khac
cua Rich “The Roofwalker” (Nguoi thg 1am mai nha - 1961), dé tang nha tho Denise
Levertov, cho rang viéc lam tho d6i v6i phy nit 1a mot nghé nguy hiém. Ciing nhu dan ong
xdy mot mai nha, ba cam thiy “phai phoi bay ra, rong 16n hon doi thudng, va boi vi ¢d t6i dé
bi gay nhu choi”.

THO CA THE NGHIEM

Sttc manh dang sau thanh qua chic chin ciia Lowell va phan 16n tho dwong dai nam trong su
thé nghiém bt ddu vao thap nién 50 voi nhleu nha tho. Donald Allen, tac gia cua cuon The
New American Poetry (Tho méi & M¥) tuyén tap dau tién di dua tac phim cua nhiing nha tho
truée day bi cac nha phé binh va cac t6 chire han 1am bod qua, da chia mot cach khai quat
nhom nha tho nay thanh 5 truong phai.

Lay cam hung tir nhac Jazz va hoi hoa triru tuong, hau hét nhimg tac gia thé nghiém tré hon
Lowell mot thé hé. Ho c6 khuynh hudng trd thanh nhiing tri thirc tw do, phong tang, phan lai
van hoa chinh thng, khong tuan theo nhimng quy udc chung, thoat ly khoi cac hoc vién va
phé binh mot cach thang than xa hoi “truong gia” My. Tho cua ho c6 tinh dan than, doc dao
va doi luc gay chan dong. Trong khi kiém tim nhiing gi4 tri méi, dong tho nay bay to mbi
quan tam ddi véi thé gidi b xua cia than thoa, truyén thuyét, cling nhu nép sinh hoat xa hoi
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bd lac cia ngudi My Da do6. Hinh thiic tho khoang dat hon, tu nhién hon, c6 h¢ théng hon;
phat trién tir chit & va cam nhan tuoi mdi cia nha tho khi dang lam bai tho va tir nhitng chd
ngung nghi ty nhién cia ngdn nglr n6i. Nhu Allen Ginberg ghi nhén trong “Improvised
Poetics” (Tho tng tac), rang “y nghi dau tién 1 ¥ nghi hay nhat”.

TRUONG PHAI BLACK MOUNTAIN

Truong phai Back Mountain tap trung xung quanh dai hoc Black Mountain, mét dai hoc vé
cac loai ngh¢ thuat thir nghi€ém ¢ Asheville bang Bic Carolina, noi céc thi si Charles Olson,
Robert Duncan va Robert Creeley giang day vao dau thap nién 50. Ed Dorn, Joel
Oppenheimer va Jonathan Williams hoc tap ¢ do, con Paul Blackburn, Larry Eigner va
Denise Levertov cong bd tac pham trén tap chi nha trudng, Origin va Black Mountain
Review. Trudng phai Black Mountain gan lién véi I thuyét “tho dy phong” cua Charles
Olson, nhan manh dén hinh thirc céi mé dua trén nhip diéu ty nhién cia sy ngét nghi, léy hoi
trong khi noi va hang chit danh may ¢ dang viét.

Robert Creeley (1926 -) theo phwong chdm ¥ tai ngdn ngoai, rat kiém 101, 1a mot trong nhimng
nha tho quan trong cua trao luu Black Mountain. Trong bai “The Warning” (Lo1 canh tinh -
1955), Creeley hinh dung ra mét 16i lién tuong vira dang yéu, vira dir doi:

Vitinh yéu - Anh sé

ché doc dau em ra va dat
ngon dén cdy

dang sau d6i mdt.

Tinh trong ta di chét

néu ta quén

dirc hanh ciia chiéc bia

va sw ngac nhién chong vanh.

TRUONG PHAI SAN FRANCISCO

Sang tac cua trudng phai San Francisco -bao gdm hau hét tho & vang Bd T4y noi chung -chiu
rat nhiéu anh huong cia triét hoc va ton gido phuong Pong ciing nhu tho Nhat Ban va Trung
Qudc. Piéu nay chang co6 gi dang ngac nhién vi anh huong ciia phuwong Pong van luén manh
mé ¢ ving Bo Tay nudc My. Ving dat quanh San Francisco -ving nui Sierra Nevada va
vung bo bién khiic khuyu -luén dang yéu va hung vi, va cac nha tho & viing nay ¢ khuynh
hudng c6 mot cam xuc siu nang véi thién nhién. Nhiéu bai tho cta ho c6 chat liéu tir phong
canh rimg nui hay nhitng chuyén ngao du son thiy. Tho ho l4y thién nhién lam ngudn cam
himg chu dao thay cho truyén théng van hoc.

Céc nha tho San Francisco gdm c6 Jack Spicer, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Robert Duncan, Phil
Whalen, Lew Welch, Gary Snyder, Kenneth Rexroth, Joanne Kyger va Diane diPrima. Nhiéu
ngudi trong s6 cac nha tho nay gan bo chat ch& va co mdi ddng cam véi quan ching lao
dong. Tho ho thuong don gian, d& cam thu va lac quan.

O giai doan cao trio, nhu c6 thé thay trong tac pham ciia Gary Snyder (1930), tho ciia truong
phai San Francisco goi 1én dugc su can bang tinh té giita ca nhan va vii tru. Trong bai “Above
Pate Valley” (Trén thung liing Pate - 1955) ctia Snyder, nha tho md ta cong viéc ciia mot
nhom 1am duong trén ndi cao va tim ra nhimg manh dau mi tén lam bang da nham thach cua
nhitng bd lac Da d6 da bién mét:
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Trén mot ngon doi tuyét phii quanh nam trir hic hé
sang

Mot ving dat day nai mia ha béo vang

Ho dén dung léu. Trén nhitng dwong mon ciia ho
Theo dwong mon cua minh t6i 1é budc toi ddy
Nhat lén dau miii tén nay

Nhat va bé vao trong gio

Nhitng nham thach

Mueoi ngan nam vé trude

CAC NHA THO “BEAT”

Truong phai San Francisco hoa nhép thanh mot nhém mdi - cac nha tho “Beat”, xuét hién
vao nhiing nam 50. Hau hét nhimg nha tho quan trong ctia nhom Beat (Beatniks) tir B6 Dong
chuyén dén San Francisco. Chinh & California nay ho dat duoc thanh cong ban dau trén ca
nuée & California. Nhitng thi si cha yéu ctia nhom Beat gdm ¢ Allen Ginsberg, Gregory
Corso, Jack Kerouac, va William Burroughs. Tho cua nhom Beat la dé doc, dugc lap di lap
lai va c6 hiéu qua rat 1on khi dién doc hay dién  ngém, chu yeu boi vi né dugc phat trién tir
nhing budi doc tho trong nhitng cau lac by & tang ham. Nhiéu nguoi c6 1& nhan dinh ding
khi cho né 12 dng to cua loai nhac Rap rét thinh hanh vao thap nién cudi cing cua thé ky XX.

Tho ctia nhom Beat 14 thé loai van hoc chdng lai van hoc chinh thong quyét liét nhat 6 Hoa
Ky, nhung thuc cht bén dudi nhirng ngon tir gay chan dong ctia n6 ap u mot tinh yéu dat
nude. Tho cia ho la tiéng kéu gao ctia khd dau va cudng nd cho cai diéu ma cac nha tho coi
nhu sy ddnh mét di nét tho ngay ctia nuéc My va sy phung phi kinh khing nhiing nguén tai
nguyén nhan luc va vat luc cua no.

Nhiing bai tho nhu Howl (1956) ctia Allen Ginberg thuc sy da 1am mot cudc cach mang trong
tho ca:

T6i chirng kién nhitng b 6c¢ siéu viét nhdt

clia thé hé chiing téi hity hoai

boi chitng khing dién, d6i khat cuong dai tran truong
1é tam than doc phé Da den

trong anh binh minh

tim liéu thuéc cho con giGn dir

nhitng ké biét minh nhu nhimg thién than lao vao ngon lira
cho mét thién dwong cé xua

lién két cdc vi sao

nang luong

trong bo may cua dém.

TRUONG PHAI NEW YORK

Khac v6i nhém cac nha tho Beat va nhiing nha tho San Francisco, cac nha tho cta truong
phai New York thé hién su bang quan doi voi nhirng van dé dao 1y mét cach cong khai, va
no6i chung ho 1an tranh chinh tri. Ho c6 dugc mot nén gido duc chinh thong hon bat ky mét

nhom tho nao.

Nhirng nhan vat cu phach cia truong phai New York gdm: John Ashbery, Frank O’Hara, va
Kenneth Koch -gdp nhau ltc ho con chua t6t nghi€p Pai hoc Harvard. Ho cuc ky tén tién,
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diém dam, khong c6 tin ngudng, thong minh sdc sao ¢ pha chut khinh bac va thoi thuong
mot cach cao nhi. Tho ciia ho c6 tiét tau nhanh, ndi dung xoay quanh cudc song do thi, thiéu
mdt sy hai hoa, hau nhu c6 thé cam nhan dugc ¥ nghia vé niém tin hét strc chong chénh cta
ho.

Thanh phb New York 13 trung tim my thuét ciia nuéc My va 1a cai noi cia chii nghia Biéu
hién Triru twong, 1a ngudn cam himg chu yéu cho dong tho nay. Hau hét nhirng nha tho nay
déu 1a nhimng nha phé binh ngh¢ thuét hodc nhiing nha quan 1y cac bao tang nghé thuat, hoac
hop tac voi canh hoa si. Co thé 1a do cam nhan cua ho voi nghé thuat triru tuong, mot truong
phai nghé thuat von khong tin vao nhimg hinh thé chan thuc va y nghia rd rang, tic pham cia
cac nha tho nay thudng khé hiéu, nhu trong nhiing tic phdm sau nay ctia John Ashbery (1927
-...), ¢6 18 1a thi sT duong dai c6 anh hudng 16n nhit ngay nay.

Mach tho dao dat ctia Ashbery ghi lai nhitng suy nghi va niém xtc cam khi ching tran nhanh
qua dau 6c kho co thé tryc tiép phat thanh 1i. Bai tho dai, ling sau cta 6ng Self - Portrait in
a Convex Mirror (Chan dung ty hoa trong mot tim guong 16i - 1975), doat 3 giai thudng 16n;
ludt di nhu mdt canh chim tir y nghi nay qua y nghia khéc, thuong chiém nghiém lai chinh
no:

Mot con tau

Treo nhitng mau sdc khéng ai biét da

di vao cdang

Ban dang dé cho nhitng chuyén khéng dau
ngodi lé

pha vé mot ngay cua ban...

CHU NGHIA SIEU THUC VA CHU NGHIA HIEN SINH

Trong tuyén tip nhiam xéac dinh nhiing trudng phai thi ca méi, Donald Allen di dwa ra nhom
thir nam ong khong thé goi tn duoc boi vi n6 khong c6 mot dia diém dia 1y ro rang. Nhém
tho kho xac dinh nay bao gom cac trao luu va nhiing thé nghi¢m hién dai.

Noi bat trong s6 nay 1a nhimg nha tho siéu thuc, dién dat vo thirc qua nhing hinh anh song
dong nhu trong mo va rat nhleu tho do phu nir va nhiing cong dong thiéu s sang tac da phat
trién ruc rd trong nhitng nam gan day. Mic dau c6 nhimg net khac biét bé ngoai rat 16n, cac
nha tho siéu thuc, cac nha tho dau tranh cho quyén phu nit va cac nha tho thudc cong dong
thiéu s to ra rang ho cung chia s¢ v6i nhau mot y thire thoat ly khoi nén van hoc “chinh
thong”, ctia nguoi Da trang va cta nguoi dan ong.

Cho du T. S. Eliot, Wallace Stevens va Ezra Pound di c¢6 cong dua nhiing k¥ thuat cia trao
luu tuong trung vao thi ca My vao thap nién 20, chi nghia si€u thuc - dong chay chinh trong
thi ca va tu tudng & chau Au trong va sau Thé chién II, dd khong bén ré duoc & M. Mai cho
dén nhitng ndm 60 chi nghia siéu thuc (cing v6i chit nghia hién sinh) méi trd nén quen thude
v6i nguoi My dudi ap luc ctia cude chién ¢ Viét Nam. Trong nhimng nim 60, nhiéu tac gia
M§ nhu -W. S. Merwin, Robert Bly, Charles Simic, Charles Wright va Mark Strand cung
nhing ngudi khic da quay vé v6i chil nghia Siéu thyc Phap va diac biét 1a Tay Ban Nha dé
tim lai nhitng xtc cam thuan khiét, nhitng hinh tuong 1y tudng, va nhing kiéu miu, bat an
mang tinh hién sinh va phi 1y cta né.
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Nhiing nha tho siéu thyc nhu Merwin c¢6 khuynh huéng cham biém sic sao nhu trong nhimng
cau tho sau: “Thanh than mudn thanh nguoi nhung khéng duge/ Néu anh thay minh chang
con tin nira thi hdy mo rong den tho”.

Chu nghia siéu thyc c6 khuynh huéng chinh tri ciia Bly phé phan mot cach gay git nhiing gia
tri My va chinh sach doi ngoai ctia chinh phu trong chién tranh xam lugc Viét Nam nhu trong
bai tho “The Teeth Mother Naked at Last™:

Chi vi chung ta c6 bao bi moi cho

50 hun khoi

ma nhitng hé bom hién ra trén nhitng
ruong lua.

Anh huéng lan rong cua tho ca siéu thuc d diu di va day suy tu hon nhu Charles Wright mo
ta trong “The New Poem” (Tho méi - 1973):

N6 sé khéng tham dw vao néi buon cia chiing ta
Ciing chang an i

con cdi chung ta

Va sé khong giup gi cho ta ca.

Chu nghia Siéu thuc cua Mark Strand, ciing nhu ciia Merwin, thudng am dam; n6 noi dén
mot su tude doat cuc d. Voi ong, truyén thong, gia tri, niém tin cha la gi ca, nha tho chang
c6 gi ngoai tAm hon tam t4i nhu hang dong cuia minh:

Trong tay co chia khoa
To6i mo cua budc vao
T6i tam téi budc vdo
Tham den téi buéc tiép.

CAC NHA THO NU VA CAC NHA THO PA CHUNG TOC

Nén van hoc ciia phai nit, ciing nhu van hoc ctia cac cong dong thiéu sb va chi nghia siéu
thuc, 1an dau tién nhan thic duoc vai tro cta chinh minh 12 mot dong luc trong doi séng nudc
nha trong nhitng nam cudi thap nién 60. Cac dong tho niy di no ro trong phong trao nit
quyén ciing phat sinh trong thoi ky do.

Vin hoc & My, ciing nhu ¢ hau hét cac qudc gia khac, tir 1au dit co sé qua nhiéu trén nhiing
tiéu chudn cua phai nam dén d6 thuong bo qua su dong g6p cua phai nit. Tuy vay, co nhleu
nha tho nit ndi bat trong thi dan My. Khong phai ho déu la nhung ngudi ung ho nit quyén,
cing khoéng phai nhitng chu dé cua ho nhat loat n6i Ién nhu’ng moi quan tam cua phu nit.
Chéng qua, ho chi 1a nhiing nha tho cta ndi budn nhéan thé. Nhitng khac biét vé dia ly, chinh
tri va chung toc ciing gép phan hinh thanh nén tac pham cua ho va dit ra cho ho nhimg van
dé dé suy nghi. Nhitng nha tho nit ndi bat gdm c6 Amy Clampitt, Rita Dove, Louise Gliick,
Jorie Graham, Carolyn Kizer, Maxine Kumin, Denise Levertov, Audre Lorde, Gjertrud
Schnackenberg, May Swenson va Mona Van Duyn.

Nira sau thé ky 20 da chtng kién sy hoi sinh ctia vin hoc da ching toc. Khoi dau vao thap
nién 60, theo sy md duong cuia nguoi My Da den, nhitng tac gia thudc cac chung tdc khac &
My bét dau tao dugc su cha y cua cong chung. Trong thap nién 70, nhitng chuong trinh
nghién ctru nhan chiing hoc dugc trién khai. Trong nhitng nam 80, mot s6 tap chi han 1am,
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cac to chirc chuyén nganh, va sach bao vin hoc danh cho nhitng chung toc khac nhau dugc ra
doi. Con vao thap ky 90, cac hdi nghi nghién ciru vé van hoc cac séc tdc riéng biét da bat dau
va danh sach chinh thtrc cta cac tic pham kinh dién da duoc mo rong dé dua them nhiing tac
gia thugc cdc dan tdc it nguoi vao trong cac tuyen tap va giao trinh. Nhimg van dé quan trong
trong nén vian hoc nay bao gdm ching tdc chdng lai sy xép loai sdc toc, chu nghia vi chung
tdc chong lai chu nghia da chung toc, chu nghia mdt ngén ngir chéng lai da ngdn ngir, su két
hop chéng lai su loai bo. Su pha bo két cau (giai cau)(3 ) 4 ap dung cho ca ngtr canh chinh tri
1an van hoc, da thuong xuyén dat nghi van véi nguyén trang (tinh trang hién tai).

Tho ca cta cong dong thiéu sé ciing chia sé voi van hoc ciia phu nir sy phong pha va d6i khi
su gian dit cta n6 voi xa hoi. N6 nay nd trong nhitng nim gan day giita nhitng ngudi My gbc
Tay Ban Nha nhu Gary Soto, Alberto Rios va Lorna Dee Carvantes; gitra nhitng nguoi My
gbc Da do nhu Leslie Marmon Silko, Simon Ortiz va Louise Erdrich; giita nhitng nguoi My
gbc Phi chau nhu Amiri Baraka (LeRoi Jones), Michael Harper, Rita Dove, Maya Angelou va
Nikki Giovanni; va trong s6 nhimg nha tho My gbc chau A nhu Cathy Song, Lawson Inada
va Janice Mirikitani.

THO CA CUA NGUOI MY GOC LATIN, TAY BAN NHA VA MEXICO

Tho ca anh huéng Tay Ban Nha bao gdm tac pham ciia nhiéu nhém khac nhau. Trong s6 nay
c6 nhimg nguoi My - Mexico, tur thap nién 50 quen goi la Chicano, da song qua nhiéu thé hé
& nhitng tiéu bang Tay Nam ma Hoa Ky chiém ctia Mexico trong cudc chlen tranh My -
Mexico két thuc vao nam 1848. Trong s6 cu dén ving Caribbean noi tleng Téy Ban Nha,
ngudi My gbc Cuba va ngudi Puerto Rico van duy tri va phat trlen truyén théng van hoc day
sirc sdng va doc déo ciia ho. Vi dy, nhitng ngudi My gdc Cuba rit tai nang voi thé loai hai
kich da tyr tach ra khoi thé tho trir tinh bi thuong ciia nhimng tac gia gdc Mexico nhu Rudolfo
Ayana. Nhitng nha van di cu gan day tir Mexico; Trung, Nam M§ va Tay Ban Nha dén, lién
tuc bd sung va lam 1én manh thém dong vin hoc nay.

Tho ca nguoi My - Chicano hay gbc Mexico ¢ mot tmyen thong truyén miéng phong phi
béng thé loai corrido hay ballad. Nhitng tac pham gan day nhan manh strc manh truyén thong
ctia cOong dong Mexico va sy ky thi ho gip phai v6i nguoi gbe chau Au. Dai lic, cac nha tho
pha tron nhiing tir tiéng Anh va tiéng Tay Ban Nha voi nhau thanh mot sy pha tron rat nén
tho, nhu trong tho cua Alurista va Gloria Anzaldaa. Tho ctia ho chiu nhiéu anh huoéng cua
truyén théng truyén khau va c6 am hudng rat manh mé khi doc thanh tiéng.

Nhiéu nha tho viét chil yéu bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha theo mét truyén thong bit ngudn tir thién
st thi dau tién duoc viét ra trong nuéc My hom nay. Bai tho Historia de la Nueva Mexico
(Lich sir Mexico méi) cia Gaspar Pérez de Villagra ca ngoi tran chién nam 1598 giira nhiing
ké xam lugc Tay Ban Nha va ngudi Da d6 & Acoma bang New Mexico. Mot tic pham quan
trong trong tho ca ngudi My gbc Mexico gan day, tap tho I Am Joaquin (T6i 1a Joaquin) cia
Rodolfo Gonzales (1928 - ), than van vé tinh canh cia ngudi My gbec Mexico:

Lac loai trong thé glm hén mang

Bi cuén theo con xody l6¢ mot xd hdi ngoai bang
Nhitng ludt I¢ roi ram,

Nhitng thai do ré khinh

Va mdnh khée, doi lira

32 Giai cAu (Deconstruction): mot phuong phap phan tich van hoc ¢ Phap gitra thé ky 20 dua trén 1y thuyét ring
khong c6 van ban nao cd y nghia co dinh, do ban chat ciia ngon ngit va cach sir dung ngon ngir do.
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Bi huy hoai boi cai dwoc goi la xa hoi hién dai.

Tuy nhién, nhidu tac gia My gbc Mexico tim thiy ngudn song trong coi ngudn Mexico ¢ xua
ctia minh. Nghi vé thoi xua huy hoang ctia Mexico, Lorna Dee Cervantes (1954-...) viét rang
“mot corrido sur thi” dang ngén nga trong huyét quan cua ba, con Luis Omar Salinas (1937-
...) cam thay minh 13 “mot thién than Aztec”. Phan 16n tho ca ngudi My -Mexico rat nguoi,
noi Ién nhiing cam xuc va quan h¢ gia dinh hay veé nhing thanh vién trong cong ddng. Gary
Soto (1952-...) dua vao truyén théng c6 xua ca tung t6 tién da ra di. Nhimg 10i tho nay, viét
vao nam 1981, mo ta hién trang da vin hoa cua tat ca nguoi My hom nay:

Mot ngon nén thép lén cho nguoi da khudt
Trude mat ta hai the gioi don cho

Trong nhiing nam gan day, tho ca ctia ngudi My -Mexico di tién mot bude rit xa va nhing
tac pham ctia Cervantes, Soto va Alberto Rios da duoc gidi thiéu rong rii trong cac tuyén tap.

THO CA CUA NGUOI MY DA BO

Nguoi My Da d6 di c6 mot nén thi ca trau chudt, c6 18 do truyén thdng sang tac nhitng bai ca
ngoi ca linh vat dong mot vai tro tdi quan trong trong di san van hoa cia ho. Tac pham cua ho
vuot troi 1én boi su khoi goi day hinh anh sdng dong vé the gio1 ty nhién, ma do1 khi gay hiéu
quéa hau nhu huyén bi. Céc thi si Da do cing lén tiéng vé mot cam thirc bi dat viéc danh mat
di san phong pha khong gi bu dap ndi ciia dan toc minh.

Simon Ortiz (1914 -...), mot cu dan toc Acoma, viét nhiéu bai tho ¢é strc tac dong sau xa dwa
vao lich s kham pha nhirg nghich 1y cua viéc la mét ngudi My Da do trong nudc My ngay
nay. Tho cua 6ng thach thirc cac dgc gia gbc Anglo -Saxon vi n6 thuong nhac nho ho vé sy
bét cong va tan bao ma mot thoi cha ong ho di danh cho ngudi My Da dé. Nhitng bai tho cia
ong ciing 1a mot tri kién vé sy hoa hop ching toc dua trén sy thong hiéu sau sic 1an nhau.

Trong tap tho Star Quilt (TAm chin dét bang cac vi sao), Roberta Hill Whiteman (1947 -...),
mot ngudi bé lac Oneida, hinh dung mot twong lai da vin hoa nhu 13 “mot tAm chan dét béng
nhirng vi sao trong anh rang dong”, con Leslie Marmon Silko (1948 -...), c6 mot phan goc
gac 1 bo lac Laguna, sir dung ngdn ngit noi va nhiing cau chuyén truyén théng dé sang tac
nhiing bai tho trit tinh, c6 stc &m anh kho quén. Trong bai “In Cold Storm Light” (Trong anh
sang con bio tuyét - 1981), Silko tao dugc hiéu qua nhu trong tho haiku:

Nhitng con nai tuyét

hién ra trén troi tuyét bang day dac
phong nhu bay

chay nhanh

xody quanh nhitng ngon cdy

Gio bado

bai ca mau trang

lwot di, luot di

trén nhitng canh cay.

Louise Erdrich (1954-...) 1a mét tiéu thuyét gia nhu Silko, sang tao nhitng doan doc thoai
manh mé giau kich tinh c6 thé xem la nhitng v& kich dugc nén lai. Ching mé ta mot cach
khong khoan nhugng nhimg gia dinh phai duong dau vai té nghién rugu, that nghiép va
nghéo khd trong “viing bao ton” Chippewa.
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Trong bai tho “Family Reunion * (Gia dinh xum hop - 1984), mgt 6ng chu nghién ruou, thd
16 tré vé sau nhiéu nam song & thanh ph. Vi 6ng bi dau tim, nguoi chau bi hanh ha va la
ngudi ké chuyén, nhé lai canh ong chi da giét mot con riia 10n cach day nhiéu nam bang cach
nhét phao vao con ria d6. Poan cudi bai tho gin chi Ray véi con riia nan nhan ciia ong;

Ro6i chiing ta tim lai dwong vé

Chu Ray

hat bai ca xuwa cho nguoi

kéo chu

vé nha. Péi tay éng da thanh

vay xam

ghi siét vao bang dong ho.

Khuon mat ong

mang vé kién nhan la kp, ling ¢ ciia
mot dira tré luén luon

b6 mdc nhitng vét thieong, hay ciia mot
sinh vit da song

thoi gian dai duwdi nuoc. Va

nhitng thién than bay dén

ha thong long va cdng xuéng.

THO CA MY DA PEN

Ngudi My Da den duong dai da sang tac nhidu bai tho tuyét my v6i nhiéu chii dé va giong
diéu phong phu. Pay 1a dong tho séc tdc phat trién nhat & My va cuc ky da dang. Amiri
Baraka (1934 -...) nha tho My Da den nbi tiéng nhét, ciing viét nhiéu vo kich va dong vai tro
tich cuc trong hoat dong chinh tri. Nhitng sang tac cia Maya Angelou bao quat nhidu thé loai,
trong d6 c6 nhidu vé kich, mot hdi ky ndi tiéng I know Why the Caged Bird Sings (T6i biét
vi sao chim hét trong 1dng - 1970), va mot tuyén tap tho Just Give Me a Cool drink of Water
*fore I Diiie (Hay cho t6i mot hép nude mat trude khi t6i chét - 1971). Angelou di dugc moi
sang tac mot bai tho cho 18 nham chirc ciia Tong théng Bill Clinton vao nim 1993.

Mot nha tho My Da den khac duoc ca ngoi gan day 1a Rita Dove (1952 -) nguoi dugc phong
tang 14 nha tho cia Hop ching qudc Hoa Ky nam 1993. Dove, mét nha van viét tiéu thuyét
va kich, doat giai thuong Pulitzer 1987 nhd cudén Thomas and Beulah (Thomas va Beulah),
trong d6 ba ca ngoi ong ba cia minh qua mot loat bai tho trir tinh. Ba néi rang ba viét tac
pham nay dé thé hién cudc séng ndi tim phong pht ciia quan ching vo san.

Micheal Harper (1938 - ) da viét nhitng van tho tuong tu phoi bay cudc sdng phirc tap cia
nguoi My Da den ddi mit véi sy phan biét ching toc va bao lyc. Nhitng bai tho ¢6 dong,
bong gi6 cua ong thuong tai hién nhitg khung canh dong dic, day kich tinh caa chién tranh
hay doi séng d6 thi. Chiing sir dung hinh anh ctia nganh y véi cb ging chita lanh bénh tat. Bai
tho “Clan Meeting: Births and Nation: A Blood Song” (Cu¢c hop mat bé dang: Nhirng con
ngudi ra doi va nhiing quoc gia: Bai ca mau (1971) cua 6ng, vi viéc ndu nuéng voi phau
thuat, “dan két thit cing chét 16ng” md dau nhu sau: “Ching ta tai tao mang song trong khu
cham séc dic biét, gan két vao nhau trong mot quan an...”. Bai tho két thuc bang cach xau lai
nhitng hinh anh vé bénh vién, chu nghia phan biét ching tdc trong bo phim My thoi ky dau
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Birth of a Nation (Su ra doi cia mot qudc gia) phong trao Ku Klux Klan®?, bién tap phim va
k¥ thuéat X-quang:

Chiing ta lai chat day 6¢ nhw chiéc

may quay phim,

cugn phim phoi bay quda do

duwoi tia X-quang,

khoa chgt voi hai l6p cira

nhip phach nhe nhang: chung toc va gioi tinh
cudn vao va bao vdy trong mét tro tiéu khién
chiing ta ém khan géi réi vé nha.

Lich s, nhac Jazz, va van hoa dai chung mang lai cam himg cho nhiéu nha vin My Da den,
tir Harper (giao su dai hoc) dén chu nha xuat ban kiém nha tho ¢ Bo Tay Ishmael Reed (1938

-), ndi tiéng do viéc di tién phong trong nén vin hoc da vin hoa qua t6 chirc Before
Columbus Foundation va mét loat tap chi nhu Yardbird, Quilt va Konch. Nhiéu nha tho My
Da den nhu Audre Lorde (1934 - 1992) tim thay nguon sang tao ¢ chu nghia vi chau Phi, xem
Phi chau 13 trung tAm ctia nén van minh tir thoi cd dai. Trong nhiing bai tho dy xtic cam nhu
“The Women of Dan Dance with Swords in Their Hands to Mark the Time When They Were
Warriors (Nhitng ngudi phy nit ciia Dan nhay mua véi ludi kiém trong tay danh dau cai thoi
ho 1a cac chién binh), ba néi nhu mot nguoi nir chién binh ciia Dahomey ¢6 dai, “lam 4m ap
bét cir cai gi ta cham dén” va chi “tiéu héa” “nhiing gi da chét”.

THO CA CUA NGUOI MY GOC CHAU A

Ciing nhu tho ca cta nhiing tac gia My gdc Mexico va Tdy Ban Nha, tho ca ctia ngudi My
gbc A cuc ky da dang. Ngudi My gbe Nhat, Trung Quéc, Philipines c6 18 di séng dén bay
doi & My, con ngudi My gde Han Qudc, Thai Lan va Viét Nam 1a nhitng ngudi di cw méi gan
day. Mdi nhom phat xuat tir mot truyén thdng vin hoa, lich str, ngdn ngit riéng. Nhiing tién
bd gan day trong vin hoc M§ gbc A chau bao gdm trong viéc nhan manh dén nhiing cong
trinh nghién ctru Vanh dai Thai Binh Dwong va vin hoc phu nit. Cac nha vin My goc chau A
noi chung chbi bé mau muyc ching tdc c6 tinh cach Pong phuong héa nhu mot thiéu s “xa
la” va “tot dep”. Cac nha my hoc dang bat dau so sanh cac truyén thong vin hoc A va Au -
chang han so sanh khai niém dao (tao) ctia phuong Dong va luan 1y (logos) cua Hy Lap cb.

Céc nha tho My gbc A d tiép thu tir nhidu ngudn van hoa, tir ca kich cta Trung Qubc dén
Thién. Nhitng truyén théng van hoc chau A, dic biét 1a Thién, tao ngudn cam hing cho nha
tho khong phai gbc chau A, nhu c6 thé thay trong tuyén tip Beneath a Single Moon:
Buddhism in Contemporary American Poetry (Duéi vang tring 1¢: Phat Giao trong thi ca My
duong dai - 1991). Nhitng nha tho My gbc chau A trai rong nhu mot quang phd, tir vi thé
tuéng nhu khong tin ngudng nhu Frank Chin, ddng chi bién cubn Aiiieeeee! (mot tuyén tap
dau tién cua van hoc My chiu A), cho dén cac tac gia van dung truyén thong mot cach rong
rai nhu nha van Maxine Hong Kingston (1940 - ). Janice Mirikitani - mdt sansei (nguoi My
géc Nhat thé hé thi 3), lam séng day lich st My - Nhat va da xuét ban nhiéu tuyén tap nhu
Third World Women (Phy nit thé gi6i thtt 3), Time to Greez (Thoi gian dén Greez), va Ayumi:
Four Generations of Japanese in American (Ayumi: Thé hé nguoi Nhat thir 4 6 My).

33 Con duoc goi 1a 3K, mét td chue khung bd nhitng nguoi
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Tuyén tap tho trit tinh Picture Bride (Birc anh c6 dau - 1983) cia Cathy Song ngudi My gc
Hoa (1955 - ) ciing kich héa lich sir qua nhiing cudc doi trong gia dinh ba. Nhiéu nha tho My
chau A kham pha sy da dang van hoa. Trong “The Vegetable Air” (Khong gian rau qua -
1988) ctia Song, mot thi tran toi tan véi dan bo tha trén quang truong, mot quan an Tau, mot
tam bang quang cdo  Coca-Cola treo 1€ch tro thanh biéu twong cia cudc song dwong dai da
vin hoa khong coi ré 238 239 chi c6 thé chiu dung dugc nhd nghé thuat, trong trudng hop
nay la vo opera trong mot bang cassette:

Ro6i mét ban aria quen thudc

vieon 1én nhie mét vang tréing,

ndng chinh anh ra khoi xdac than nay

duwea anh dén mot mién dat khac

noi, trong phut giay, anh bay lwon nhe nhang.

NHUNG HUONG BI MOI

Nhing huong moi trong tho ca My bao gdm “nhitng nha tho ngdn ngir” duge gan mot cach
dé dang véi tap chi Temblor. Ho gom c6 Bruce Andrews, Lyn Hejlman Douglas Messerli
(chu bién cudn “Language” Poetries: An Anthology (Tuyén tap tho ca “ngdn ng” - 1987),
Bob Perelman va Barret Watten, tac gia cuon Total Syntax (Ca phap tong thé - 1985), mot
tuyén tap tiéu luan. Ho kéo din ngdn ngir dé thé hién tiém nang ctia né trong tinh mo ho, su
phan doan va tu khing dinh bén trong nhitng mé bong bong chua cay va hau hién dai; ho
chéi bo nhitng 161 van “siéu ké chuyén” -nhing y thirc hé, nhimng gido diéu, nhiing quy udc -
va hoai nghi sy hién hitu cia thyc thé siéu nhién. Michael Palmer viét:

Py chinh la Thién dwong, mét cuén sach moc meo bo quén qud lau trong can nha
Bai “Chronic Meanings” ( Nhitng nét nghia t6i t&) ciia Bob Perelman mé& dau nhu thé nay:

Moéi dir kién riéng tw la mot van dé

Chi nam tir @é néi

Bau troi den trong dém, hop Iy hoan toan
Chi ¢6 t6i phan duw thira phi 1y.

Xem phé binh van hoc va nghé thuat thuc chit 1a mang tinh cach y thuc hé, ho chéng lai
nhitng hinh thie khép kin ctia cht nghia hién dai, nhitng ton ti trat tw, nhimg y tudng vé sy
hién thanh va sy siéu pham, pham tri cia thé loai va nhimg ang vin duoc chinh thirc thira
nhan (nhimg tac pham vian hoc duoc chip nhan). Thay vi thé, ho dé nghi nhiing hinh thirc coi
mé va 16i viét da van hoa. Ho danh gia cao tinh hinh tugng trong van hoc dai chiing, cac
phuong tién truyén thong, thiét ké va tai thiét ké chung. Giéng nhu tho céng dién, nhiing bai
tho ngdn ngit thuong phan ddi su giai thich va moi goi mot sy tham gia.

Tho ca hudng t6i cong dién (két hop véi nhitng cudc trinh dién nhu nhing truong hop cua
nha soan nhac John Cage), (mg tac nhac Jazz, tac pham da phuong tién, va chu nghia siéu
thuc chau Au da anh hudng den nhleu nha tho My. Trong nhiing tac gia noi tleng c6 Laurie
Anderson, tac gia ctia bai tho ndi tiéng thé gidi United States (Hop chung qudc Hoa Ky
1984), stt dung phim, video, am hoc, am nhac, vii ballet va k¥ thuat ky nguyén khéng gian.
Tho ca 4m thanh, nhdn manh tiéng noéi va nhac cu, do cac nha tho David Antin (nha tho trinh
dién tmg khau) va cac nha tho géc New York nhu George Quasha (chu nha xut ban Station
Hill Press), Armand Schwerner va Jackson MacLow thyc hién. MacLow ciing trinh lang mét
loai tho giau hinh anh cy thé va tao ra 16i noi déy hinh anh béng cach st dung sy xép dat va
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sap chir. Tho cong dién cua céc sic toc di vao cing dong chay véi nhac Rap, trong khi khip
nudc My “héi tho™ - nhitng cudc thi doc tho mé rong t6 chiric xen k& trong nhiing phong
tranh va hi¢u sach -tao co hdi cho quan chung tham gia giai tri c6 gia tri tinh than cao, it ton
kém.

O dau kia cua quang phd mang tinh chét 1y thuyét 1a nhimg nha tho tu phong 1a Tan hinh thirc
chu nghia, nhirng 240 241 nguoi chu truong quay tro vé hinh thuc, van va van luat. Tét ca
moi nhom déu phan mg lai cung mot van dé - mot su bang long ¢ tinh trung dung véi hién
trang mot giong diu can than va qua trau chudt, thuong 1 san pham cia nhimg cudc hdi thao
tho, va su nhin manh thai qua dén thi ca boc 10 ca tinh nhu 1a mot cach chong lai dong thai
xa hoi. Truong phai hinh thirc gan lién v6i nha xuat ban Story Line Press; Dana Gioia (mot
nha tho - thuong gia); Philip Dacey va David Jauss, cc nha tho va cac chi bién ciia cudn
Strong Measures: Contemporary American Poetry in Traditional Forms (Phan loai chuan
muec: Nhitng hinh thirc truyén thong trong tho ca hién dai My - 1986); Brad Leithauser; va
Gijertrud Schnackenburg. Cubn The Direction of Poetry: Rhymed and Metered Verse Written
in English Since 1977 (Hudng di cua thi ca: tho cach luat trong tleng Anh tir nam 1977) cua
Robert Richman la mot tuyén tap moi xudt hién gan day. Mic diu cac nha tho nay dugc xem
1a quay vé v6i nhitng dé tai thé ky 19, ho thuong sir dung nhitng quan niém va hinh tugng
duong dai, cing véi ngdn ngit giau nhac tinh va nhiing hinh thirc truyén thong, khép kin.
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Chuong 8 VAN XUOI MY KE TU 1945: CHU NGHIA HIEN THUC VA SU THE
NGHIEM

Vin chuwong tu su tir Thé chién thir hai chdng lai sy khai quat hoa béi vi né cuc ky phong phu
va da dién. N6 duoc hdi sinh bdi cac trao luu vin hoc thé gidi, nhu 1 chi nghia hién sinh
chau Au va chu nghia hién thuc huyén ao chau My Latin, trong luc ky nguyén dién tir da bién
thé gi6i rong 16n thanh mot ngdi nha chung. Ngon ngilr noi trén truyén hinh da mang cudc
song moi dén cho truyén théng van hoc noéi. Nhiing thé loai truyén miéng, phuong tién thong
tin dai chiing va vian hoa pho thong ngay cang anh huong ti van chuong tu sy.

Trong qué khtr, nén vin héa bac hoc di anh huéng dén vin hoa binh dan qua vi thé va mau
muc cia né; didu nguoc lai co vé diing voi nudéc My ngay nay. Nhimng nha vin nghiém tac
nhu Thomas Pynchon, Joyce Carol Oates, Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., Alice Walker va E. L. Dotorow
da vay muon va binh luan vé truyén bang tranh trén bao, nhitng cu6én phim, thoi trang, nhiing
ca khuc va lich su.

Néi 1én diéu nay khong nhim tdm thudng hoa nén vin hoc dwong dai: Cac nha vin & My
dang dat nhiéu cau hoi nghiém téc, nhiéu cau trong d6 co6 ban chat siéu hinh. Ho ¢6 tinh than
d6i moi va ty nhan thirc minh, hay “phan tinh”, rat cao. Thong thuong ho thdy nhimg kiéu
cach truyén thong khong may hiéu qua. Ho tim kiém sirc séng trong chat liéu thong thuong,
rong 16n hon. Noi mot cach khac: nha van My, trong nhiing théap ky gan day da phat trién mot
cam thirc hau - hién dai. Viéc diéu chinh lai cac quan diém cua cac nha van theo chi nghia
hién dai khong con phu hop ddi véi ho; céi chinh 1a diéu kién cho nhitng quan diém méi ra
doi.

DI SAN KE THUA CUA CHU NGHIA HIEN THUC VA NHUNG NAM CUOI CUA
THAP NIEN 40

Gidng nhu tiéu thuyét trong nira dau thé ky 20, tiéu thuyét & nira sau cta thé ky phan anh dic
di€m cta moi thap ky. Nhitng ndm cudi thap ky 40 da chirng kién hau qua cta Thé chién II va
su bat dau cia cudc Chién tranh Lanh.

Chién tranh Thé gi6i Thr hai dd cung cip nhitng chat liéu co ban cho nhiéu tac pham
Norman Mailer trong tac pham The Naked and the Dead (K¢é tran trudng va nguoi chét -
1948) va James Jones trong From Here to Eternity (Tl ddy dén vo6 tan - 1951) 1a hai nha van
da sir dung nhiitng chat liéu song tot nhat. Ca hai déu khai thac chu nghia hién thyc rat gan véi
cha nghia ti nhién tran tryi; ca hai déu cb hét sirc dé khong tén vinh cudc chién. Piéu nay
cling xay ra voi The Young Lions (Su tir non - 1948) cua Irwin Shaw. Herman Wouk trong
The Caine Mutiny (Cudc tao phan ¢ Caine - 1951), cling cho thy nhiing nhugc diém cua con
nguoi hién 16 trong thoi chién ciing nhu trong cudc song dén sy. Vé sau, Joseph Heller mé ta
Chién tranh Thé gidi Thir hai bang nhimg tir ngir ¢ tinh cach cham biém va phi ly, ching
han nhu Catch - 2289 (Cam bay - 1961), 1ap ludn rang chién tranh lu6n két hop véi su dién
loan. Thomas Pynchon trinh bay mt tinh hubng noi bat, phirc tap nhai theo va thay thé
nhing tinh huéng khac nhau trong thuc té trong cuén Gravity’s Rainbow (Cau vong cta trong

3* Cuén truyén nay xoay quanh nhan vat phan dién John Sossarian, mot si quan ddn tro & mot san bay tai mot
hon dao ¢ Dia Trung Hai trong Chién tranh Thé gi6i Thir hai. Tac pham khic hoa nhitng nd luc tuyét vong cua
anh ta dé song sot. Tur Catch trong Catch - 22, lién quan dén mot diéu 16 bi mét cia khong quén cho rang mot
phi cong cho 1a mat tri néu anh ta sin long thuc hién mot chuyén bay nguy hiém. Nhung néu anh ta chinh thirc
yéu cau duge rat khoi nhiém vu nay thi didu d6 c6 nghia 1a anh ta con tinh tio va khong dii tu cach dé dugce ctru
trg. Tya d& cua cudn sach di gop mat trong tir vung tiéng Anh nhu mot am chi dén tién dé cia nhitng chuyén di
khong co ngay ve.
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luc - 1973). Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., da tr¢ thanh mgt trong nhitng ngon hai déng cta trao luu
phan vin hoa trong nhitng nam dau thap nién 70 sau khi xuat ban cudn Slaughterhouse -
Five: or, The Children’s Crusade (L0 sat sinh s6 5 hodc cudc thap tu chinh cua tré con -
1969). Cudn tiéu thuyét chong chién tranh ctia 6ng néi vé cudc danh bom & Dresden (Dirc)
cta lyc lugng Pong minh trong Chién tranh Thé gigi Thi hai (cudc ném bom ma ong di
chimg kién tir dudi mat dat khi la ti binh).

Thap nién 40 cting ching kién su 1én ngdi ctia doi ngii tai nang tré, bao gdm nha tho - tiéu
thuyét gia - nha viét tiéu luan Robert Penn Warren, hai nha soan kich Arthur Miller va
Tennessee Williams, nhiing nha van Vlet truyén ngan Katherine Anne Porte va Endora Welty.
Tat ca déu la nhitng nha vin nguoi mién Nam trir Miller. T4t ca déu kham pha than phan ca
nhan trong gia dinh hay cong ddng va xoay vao su can bang giita sy phat trién ca nhan va
trach nhiém dbi voi cong dong.

Robert Penn Warren (1905-1989)

Robert Penn Warren, mot trong nhitng nha van nhém Fugutive & mién Nam, gat hai duoc
thanh c6ng m§ man hau nhu trong sudt thé ky 20. Sudt cudc doi minh, éng quan tim dén
nhig gia tri dan chu khi ching xudt hién trong cac bdi canh lich st khac nhau. Cudn tiéu
thuyét ngy tri lau dai nhat cta ong 1a All the King’s Men (Tat ca than dan cia vua - 1946),
xody sau vao nhitng khia canh den t6i ctia gidc mo My - duoc boc 16 trong céu chuyén vé con
duong tién than ddy nhitng uan khic cia mot thuong nghi si mién Nam khoe khoang va ranh
manh - Huey Long.

Authur Miller (1915-)

Nha soan kich, viét tiéu thuyét, viét tiéu ludn va viét tiéu sir nguoi New York - Authur Miller
- dat dén dinh cao vao nam 1940, voi cudn Death of a Salesman (Cai chét cia nguoi chao
hang). Cudn sach 1a mot cong trinh nghién ciru cua mot con ngudi trong cude tim kiém danh
du va gia tri cta anh ta trong cudc song va su nhan thirc rang that bai luén cho phia trudec mot
cach chic chan. Chuyén xay ra trong gia dinh Loman, _xoay quanh nhiing mdi quan hé khap
khiéng gitra ngudi cha va nhiing da con trai, gitra chdng va vo. N6 1a tim guong phan chiéu
tinh hinh van hoc vao thap nién 40 - mot sy két hop phong phu gitta chu nghia hién thyc véi
hoi hudng cua chu nghia ty nhién: cac nhén vat dugc khic hoa can than, tron tria; va nhn
manh vao gia tri cia moi ca nhan, mac cho nhiing that bai va 161 1am. Death of a Salesman 1a
mot bai ca chién thang that cam dong cho nhitng con ngudi binh thudng - nhu ba gba phu
Willy Loman ca ngoi, “phai cha y dén ho”. Thuong tim va am dam, no ciing la cau chuyén
vé nhitng gidc mo. Nhu mot nhan vat ghi nhan mot cach mia mai, “mot nguoi chao hang
cling phai mo udc, bé a. N6 dén cung véi dit dai”.

Death of a Salesman, mdt tac phém dic sac, van chi 1a mot trong nhiéu vé kich Miller viét
qua nhiéu thap ky, gdm All My Sons®> (T4t ca déu la con t6i - 1947) va The Crucible®® (Thir
thach cam go - 1953). Ca hai déu mang tinh chinh trj - mot v6 vé thoi hién dai, vo kia 1y bdi
canh thoi thudc dia. A1l My Sons ndi vé mot nha san xuat du biét rd van cho phép nhirng phu
tung khong dat yéu cau duoc lap rap ¢ nhiing cong ty may bay trong Chién tranh Thé gidi
Thi hai, dan dén cai chét ciia chinh dura con trai ciia 6ng va nhimg nguoi khac. The Crucible
khic hoa nhiing phién toa xir phu thity & Salem (Massachusetts) vao thé ky 17 trong d6 mot
s6 nguoi dinh cu Thanh gido di chét oan vi bi cho 13 phu thuy. Tuy nhién, thong diép cua nd

35 Vi kich nay da dugc dich ra tiéng Viét va trinh dién trén cac san khiu ¢ ta.
3¢ Crucible: con c6 nghia la ndi ndu kim loai (ciia nhimg ngudi hanh nghé phu thuy).
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- rang “cudc thanh trimg phu thity” nhim vao nhitng nguoi dan vo ti 1a con ghé ciia nén dan
chu - lai ¢6 lién quan dén giai doan trong d6 vo kich dugc dan dung, d6 1a nhitng nim dau
thap nién 50, khi mot chién dich chng cong do thugng nghi si Joseph Mc Carthy va nhiing
ngudi khac 1anh dao da hity hoai mang séng ctia bao ngudi dan vo toi.

Tennessee Williams (1911 - 1983)

Tennessee Williams, nguoi vung Mississippi, 1a mét trong nhimg nha van kha phte tap trén
van dan nudc My vao gitra thé ky 20. Tac pham cua Ong tap trung vao nhiing xic cam xao
tron, roi ram va van dé tinh duc chua dugc giai quyét on thoa trong doi song gia dinh - hau
hét 13 & mién Nam. Ong ndi tleng vé nhitng cau noi lap di 13p lai nhu than cha, mot cach dién
dat day chét tho ciia mién Nam, vé nhiing b6i canh Gothic ky la, va nhirng kham pha vé
nhitng khat khao tinh dyc theo Freud. La mdt trong nhitng nha vin My dau tién cong khai
sdng nhu mot nguoi dong tinh luyén ai, Williams giai thich rang doi séng tinh dyc cia cac
nhan vat bi doa day ctia 6ng dién dat sy c¢6 don cua ho. Nhitng nhan vat ctia ong song va chiu
dau khd mot cach siu xa.

Williams viét hon 20 vé kich dai, nhiéu vé mang tinh chat tiéu sir ty thuat. Ong dat dén dinh
cao trong sy nghiép twong dbi sém - vao thap nién 40 - véi The Glass Menagerie (Bay th
bang thiy tinh - 1944) va A Streetcar Named Desire (Chiéc xe dién mang tén Dyc vong -
1947). Khong mdt tic pham nao trong sudt hon 2 thap ky sau dé dat duge mirc do thanh cong
va phong phtl nhu hai vé kich nay.

Katherine Anne Porter (1890 - 1980)

Cudc doi va su nghiép dai lau ctia Katherine Anne Porter trai qua nhiéu méc lich sir. Tac
pham thanh cong dau tién cia ba, cau chuyén “Flowering Judas” (Judas Hoan thién - 1929),
liy bdi canh & Mexico trong thoi ky cach mang. Nhirng truyén ngin trau chudt tuyét voi
mang lai danh tiéng cho ba qua nhitng mang doi dugc boc bach mot cach tinh té: “The J ilting
of Granny Weatherall” (Nguoi tinh phu bac cua ba ngoai Weatherall) chéng han, da chuyén
tai nhitng cam xuc 16n lao mot cach chinh xac, ngan gon. Ba thuong mé ta doi sdng nodi tam
cua phu nir va sy 1€ thudc cia ho vao dan ong.

Nhiing sic thai biéu cam cia Porter chiu anh huéng nhiéu tir nhitng cau chuyén cia nha van
sinh & New Zealand, Katherine Mansfield. Nhiing tap truyén ciia Porter bao gom Flowering
Judas (1930), Noon Wine (Ruou trua - 1937), Pale Horse, Pale Rider (Ngua coi, nai coc -
1939), The Leaning Tower (Thap nghiéng - 1944) va Collected Stories (Truyén ngin chon loc
- 1965). Vo dau nhitng nam 60, ba sang tac mot tiéu thuyét dai mang tinh chat phung du véi
mdt dé tai phi thoi gian vé trach nhiém giita nguoi voi ngudi. Cau chuyén c6 twa dé Ship of
Fools (Con tau cua nhitng ngudi ngu - 1962) xay ra trén boong mdt con tau chd khach mang
nhitng con ngudi thudce xi hoi thugng luu Dirc va nhitng nguoi dan ti nan cta Dic trén chay
bon phat xit Dirc vao cubi nhitng nam 30.

Tuy khong viét nhiéu, sang tac cua Porter van anh huong dén nhiéu thé hé nha vin, trong sé
ho c6 nhitng ban van mién Nam cuia ba 1a Eudora Welty va Flannery O’Connor.

Eudora Welty (1909-)
Sinh ¢ Mississippi trong mét gia dinh kha gia sau nay chuyén 1én sdng & mién Bac, Eudora

Welty duoc Warren va Porter dan dit vao nghé. That ra, Porter d viét 101 gi6i thiéu cho
tuyén tap truyén ngan dau tién cua Welty, A Curtain of Green (Man ctta xanh 14 cay - 1941).
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Welty nuwong theo khudn mau cta Porter dé viét cac tac pham cta minh nhung nir vén si tré
quan tam hon dén nhiing diéu khoi hai va 1ap di. Cling nhu véi Flannery O’Connor sau nay,
cac nhan vét trung tdm cuia ba thuong bat thuong, quai di hay ¢ nhitng treong hop ngoai 1€.

Mic dui tac pham ciia ba c6 nhiéu yéu t6 bao luc, tri thong minh ctia Welty tu ban chat mang
tinh nhan ban va lac quan, vi du nhu trong cdu chuyén thuong dugc dua vao cac tuyén tap
chinh ctia ba: Why I Work at the P.O. (Tai sao t6i lam viéc & Buu dién), noi vé mot dira con
gai budng binh va doc 1ap bo nha dén séng trong mot buu dién nho xiu. Nhing tap truyén cta
ba bao gom The Wide Net (Mang rong - 1943), The Golden Apples (Nhiing trai tao vang -
1949), The Bride of the Innisfallen (C6 dau cta Innisfallen - 1955), va Moon Lake (Hb Trang
- 1980). Welty ciing viét nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét nhu Delta Wedding (Pam cudi Delta -
1946), ké chuyén mot gia dinh & mot trang trai trong thoi hién dai va The Optimist’s
Daughter (Con gai nguoi lac quan - 1972).

THAP NIEN 50 SUNG MAN NHUNG THA HOA

Trong thap nién 50 nguoi ta da théy r0 tac dong cua hi¢n dai hoa va ky thuat hoa trong cudc
song hang ngay, mot anh hudng con sot lai tir thap nién 20 - trude cude Dai khing hoang
kinh té. Chién tranh Thé gi6i Thtr hai da dua Hoa Ky thoat khoi cudc Dai khing hoang va
thap nién 50 da cung cap cho hau hét dan cu My thoi gian tan hudng su giau c6 vat chat da
cho doi tir lau. Cong viée kinh doanh, dac biét trong thé gidi cac cong ty, hinh nhu mang lai
cudc song t6t dep (thuong 1a & ngoai vi d6 thi), voi nhimg dau hiéu thuc su va 1a biéu tuong
ctia sy thanh cong - nha ctra, xe hoi, truyén hinh va d6 dién gia dung.

Tuy nhién, sy c6 don trén hét van nhu 1 mot dé tai ndi bat, con nguoi thugc mot dam dong
khong nhan mao da tré thanh khuén mau dic trung trong cudn tiéu thuyét ban chay nhat cua
Sloan Wilson The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit (Ngudi dan 6ng mic bo do len xam - 1955).
Su tha hoa ctia nudc My duoc khai quat trong mdt cong trinh nghién ctru nghiém tic ctiia nha
x4 hoi hoc David Riesman - cubn The Lonely Crowd (Pam dong don doc - 1950) - nhiing
cong trinh nghién ctru khac it hodc nhiéu tinh khoa hoc tiép néi nhau xuét hién: tir cudn The
Hidden Persuaders (Ngudi thuyét phuc gidu mit (1957) va The Status Seekers (Nhitng ké
chay theo danh vong - 1959) ctia Vance Packard, dén The Organization Man (Nguoi cia to
chire 1956) cua William Whyte va cac cudén White Collard (Vién chiic - 1951) va The Power
Elite (G161 tinh hoa quyén lyc - 1956) c6 tinh tri tué hon ciia Wright Mill. Vién sT han lam va
nha kinh té hoc John Kenneth Galbraith da dong gop cudn The Affluent Society (Mot xa hoi
sung man - 1958). Hau hét cac tac pham nay deu tan dong cac gia dinh c6 tir thap nién 50
rang moi ngudi dan My cung chia sé mot 16i séng chung. Nhimg cong trinh nghién ctru nay
ding 16i n6i phd thong chi trich nhitng cong dan da danh mat ban sic ca nhan thoi khai pha
tr& thanh nhiing ké song qua rap khuon theo tap tuc chung ctia xa hoi (vi du, Riesman va
Mills) va khuyén moi ngudi tré thanh thanh vién ciia mot “giai cip méi” ma khoa hoc k§
thuét va thoi gian ranh roi di tao nén (nhu c6 thé thiy trong cac tac phim cia Galbraith).

Thap nién 50 that sy la thp nién ctia nhimg ap lyc trén moi linh vyc va rét kho nhan biét.
Nhiing cuén tiéu thuyet cua John O’Hara, John Cheever va John Updike ¢ kham pha sy
cing thang lan quat trong bong t6i ciia cam giac thoa long. Nhiing tac pham hay nhat khic
hoa nhiing con ngudi bi rot dai trong cude vat 16n dé dat dén thanh cong, nhu trong Death of
a Salesman cta Authur Miller va tiéu thuyét Seize the Day (Séng qua ngay - 1956) ctia Saul
Bellow. C6 vai nha van di xa hon khi 1an theo nhitng con nguoi bo cude nhu J.D. Salinger
trong The Catcher in the Rye (Bit tré ddng xanh - 1951), Ralph Ellison trong Invisible Man
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(Ngudi vo hinh - 1952) va Jack Kerouac trong On the Road (Trén con duong tu do®” -

1957). Va trong nhig thang ngay cudi cing cia thap ky, Philip Roth xudt hién ciing v&i mot
loat nhiing truyén ngan phan anh sy tha hda khoi ¢di nguén Do Thai ciia minh (Goodbye,
Columbus - Vinh biét, Columbus - 1959). Nhiing suy ngam tam ly cua 6ng da cung cap chat
lidu cho tiéu thuyét va vé sau cho ca tiéu sir ty thuat ciia nhitg nam 90.

Tiéu thuyét cta nhitng nha vian M¥ - Do Thai nhu Bellow, Bernard Malamud va Isaac
Bashevis Singer - mot vai guong mat dién hinh trong thép nién 50 va nhirng nam tiép theo
sau - ciing 1a nhiing tac pham thyc su c6 gia tri, mot sy b sung hap dan vao ban phac hoa
van hoc My. Tac pham clia ba nha van nay ndi tiéng vi tinh khoi hai, mdi quan tim dao durc,
va nhimg miéu ta vé cong dong Do Thai & Cyu va Téan thé gidi.

John O’Hara (1905 - 1970)

Pugc dao tao 1am nha bao, John O’Hara 13 nha vin sung stc viét nhidu vo kich, truyén ngén
va tiéu thuyét. Ngoi but ciia ong thuc sy diéu luyén trong viéc xay dung chu déo céc tinh tiét
va dugc doc gia nhé dén nhiéu nhd mot s6 cudn tiéu thuyét hién thuc, hau hét duogc viét vao
thap nién 50, vé nhimg con ngudi c6 bé ngoai thanh dat nhung nhing 15i 1am gidu kin va su
bt mén sau xa trong tim hon 1am cho ho rat d& bi t6n thwong. D6 1a nhitng cudn
Appointment in Samarra (Hen gdp & Samarra - 1934), Ten North Frederick (Mudi nguoi ¢
Bic Frederick - 1955), va From the Terrace (Tir hién nha - 1958).

James Baldwin (1924 - 1987)

James Baldwin va Ralph Ellison 1 tim guong phan dnh cudc song ciia ngudi My Da den vao
thap nién 50. Nhan vat cua ho phai chiu dung canh séng thiéu ban sic, hon 1a dau kho vi qué
cao vong. Baldwin, 16n nhat trong chin anh em trong mot gia dinh & Harlem, New York, 1a
con nudi ciia mot muc su. Khi con tré, Baldwin doi luc ciing giang dao trong nha tho. Kinh
nghiém nay giap hinh thanh kha nang hung bién hét sirc cudn hut trong vin xudi cua 6ng, thé
hién rd nhat trong cac bai tiéu luan nhu “Letter from a Region of My Mind” (Thu tu long t61)
trong tap The Fire Next Time (Ngon ltra twong lai - 1963). Trong cudn sach nay, nhimng lap
luén gay xtic dong sau xa ctia ong 1a nham cham dit nan phén biét cac ching toc.

Cubn tiéu thuyét dau tién ciia Baldwin, cudn Go Tell It On the Mountain (Di ma ké trén nii -
1953) mang tinh chat ty truyén, c6 1& 1a cubn ndi tiéng nhat cia 6ng. Day 1a cdu chuyén cia
mot thiéu nién 14 tudi trong cudc tu tim kiém ban than va niém tin ton gido; nhu khi cau bé
vat 16n véi nhitng van dé cai dao Thién Chua trong mot tién sanh nha tho. Nhiing tac pham
quan trong khéac ctia Baldwin bao gdm Another Country (X nguoi - 1962), mot cudn tiéu
thuyét dé cap dén van dé ching toc va dong tinh luyén 4i va cuén Nobody Knows My Name
(Khong ai biét tén t6i - 1961), mot tuyén tap nhiing tiéu luan mang dau 4n c4 nhan tran day
nhiét tinh vé nan ky thi ching tdc, vai tro cia ngudi nghé si va van hoc.

Ralph Waldo Ellison (1914 - 1994)

Ralph Ellison, mét nguoi mién Trung Tay, sinh & Oklahoma, hoc & Hoc vién Tuskegee &
mién Nam Hoa Ky. Ong c6 mét trong nhimg sy nghiép ky la nhat trong van hoc My - chi voi
mot cudn sach duy nhat, ong di c6 chd dung trén van dan. Cudn tiéu thuyét Invisible Man

37 On the Road ddi theo budc dudng rong rudi ciia hai nhan vat chinh “Sal Paradise” va “Dean Moriarty”, trén
luc dia Bic My, sudt tir bd bién phia Pong sang bo bién phia Tay va dén Mexico. Trén nhiing néo duong nay ho
thoat khoi nhiing bdn phén nham chén, ty do v4i moi thir dan ba, am nhac, rugu va nhiing cudc dam luan.
Chung t6i dich thoat tyra sach nay thanh Trén con duong tu do.
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(1952) 1a cau chuyén vé cudc séng cua mét nguoi Da den chi 1a mot su ton tai dudi mat dat
trong mot cai hang dugc chiéu sang boi anh dién an cap cia mot cong ty dich vu cong cong.
Cudn sach ké lai chudi sy kién quai dan va nhitng mong dep tan tanh ciia anh ta. Khi anh
nhan dugc mét hoc bbng & mot trudng dai hoc danh cho ngudi Da den, anh da bi nhimg
ngudi Da trang si nhuc; khi anh vao dai hoc, anh ching kién thay hiéu truong nguoi Da den
khinh bi bac bo nhitng van dé buc xtc ciia ngudi My Da den. Cudc sdng ciing thdi rita bén
ngoai trudng dai hoc. Vi du, ngay ca ton giao cting khong phai la mot sy an tui: Mot gido si
giang dao thuc ra lai la mot tén 91 pham. Cubn tiéu thuyét 1én 4n xa hoi di hoan toan khong
trao cho cic cong dan - den ciing nhu tring - nhiing ly tudng cao dep dé vuon t6i va nhimng
the che kha di c6 thé bién chung thanh hién thuc. Cudn tiéu thuyet chtra dung ndi dung séu
sdc vé chiing toc boi 1& “con nguoi vo hinh” 4y tré nén trong sudt khong phai do ban than anh
ta ma do nhitng ngudi khac, mu 16a vi dinh kién, da khong thé nhin thiy anh ta, khong biét
dén sy ton tai ciia con nguoi do.

Flannery O’Connor (1925 - 1964)

Flannery O’Connor, nguoi vung Georgia, séng mot cudc doi ngfin ngui vi bénh Luput, mot
bénh Vé_méu dé gay tir vong. Tuy vay, ba tir chdi nhirng biéu hién tinh cam uy mi, diéu do
dugc thé hién rd trong nhimg cau chuyén cuc ky khoi hai nhung 4m dam va khong thoa hiép
cta ba. Khong gidng nhu Porter, Welty, va Hurston, O’Connor thuong miéu ta nhan vat & cu
ly gan khong ngai ngan vach ra cac thiéu sot va ngu ngdc ctia ho. Nhitng nhan vat mién Nam
that hoc trong nhitng cudn tiéu thuyet cla ba thuong gay ra toi ac va bao lyc boi sy mé tin
hoic cac hii tuc, nhu ta c6 thé thiy trong tiéu thuyét Wise Blood (Dong mau khon ngoan -
1952) ctia ba, ké vé& mot ké cudng tin ton gido, tw xdy dung gido hoi ciia riéng minh.

D6i luc bao lyc xuat phét tir thanh kién, nhu trong truyén “The Displaced Person” (Nguoi bi
thay thé) ké vé mot ngudi méi nhap cu bi giét chét boi nhitng ngudi dan qué dot nat, ngu
mudi; nhimg ké bi de doa boi cung cach song ky la va lao dong siéng ning cua anh ta.
Thuong thi nhitng su ¢d tan bao xay ra mot cach don gian voi nhimg nhén vét cia ba, nhu
trong “Good Country People” (Dan qué luong thién), cau chuyén vé mot c¢d gai bi mot ngudi
dan 6ng du dd, rdi an cap cai chan gia cua co.

Oc khéi hai mang dac trung Da den cua O’Connor rt gan giii voi Nathanael West va Joseph
Heller. Nhirng tic pham ciia ba bao gdm nhiing tuyén tap truyén ngin A Good Man is Hard
to Find (Ngudi tir té that kho tim - 1955) va Everything That Rises Must Converge (Moi thir
rot cude déu gidng nhau - 1965); cudn tiéu thuyét The Violent Bear It Away (Bon hung bao
mang n6 di - 1960); va mot tuyén tap thu tir The Habit of Being (Théi quen hién hiru - 1979).
Cubn Complete Stories (Toan tap truyén ngin) cia ba ra doi vao nim 1971.

Saul Bellow (1915-)

Sinh ra & Canada va 16n 1én & Chicago, Saul Bellow c6 goc Nga - Do Thai. Ong theo hoc
nhan ching hoc va xa hdi hoc ¢ truong dai hoc, diéu nay da anh huong rat 16n dén tac phém
cua ong cho dén tan ngay nay. Ong da biéu 16 10ng biét on siu xa voi Theodore Dreiser, vi
céc tac pham ciia Theodore Dreiser, dd hudng ong di vao nhimng kinh nghiém du loai va su
dan than day xtc cam ciia 6ng vdi nd. Puge danh gia rat cao, 6ng nhan giai Nobel vin hoc
vao nam 1976. Nhimg cudn tiéu thuyét hién sinh dau tién c6 phan u am cta Saul Bellow bao
g6m Dangling Man (Ngudi cho doi - 1944), mot sy khao sat mang phong cach Kafka vé mot
ngudi chd doi duge tuyén mo di linh va The Victim (Nan nhan - 1974), vé quan hé giira nguoi
Do Thai va ngudi khong phai Do Thai. Vao thap nién 50, quan diém ctia ong tré nén hai
hude hon: Ong str dung mot loat nhitng nguoi ké chuyén ngi-thir-nhat nhiét tinh va mao
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hiém trong The Adventures of Augie March (Cudc phiéu luu ciia Augie March - 1953) - mot
nghién ctru vé mot nha dau tu ¢ thanh phé giéng nhu Huck Finn sau tré thanh mot tay ban
chg den ¢ chau Au - va trong Henderson the Rain King (Henderson vua Mua - 1959), mot
cudn tiéu thuyét xuét sic nira nghiém tic nira khoi hai vé mot nha triéu phu dimg tu01 voi
nhirng tham vong khong thoa mén cu01 cung da dua ong dén chau Phi. Nhitng cudn vé sau
cua Bellow bao gobm Herzog (1964), Ve cudc doi rac roi cia mot gido su ngudi Anh bi than
kinh v&i 4m anh tim cho ra y nghia vé cai ti lang man; Mr Sammler’s Planet (Hanh tinh cua
ong Sammler - 1970); Humboldt’s Gift (Phan thuong ciia Humboldt - 1975); va cudn ty
truyén The Dean’s December (Thang 12 trong doi 6ng trudng khoa - 1982).

Cubn Seize the Day (Song qua ngay - 1956) cua Bellow 1a mot cudn tiéu thuyét sang choi
thuong dugc gidng day trong chuong trinh trung hoc hodc dai hoc bdi vi sy tuyét voi va sy co
dong cua n6. Nhan vt trung tam trong truyén 1a mot thuong gia that co 15 van, Tommy
Wilhelm, d3 ¢6 ging che gidu cam xtic dau don vi that bai ctia minh bang cach mang mot bo
mit min nguyén. Cudn truyén bat dau mot cach gidu cot: “Khi phai che gi4u nhiing ric réi
ctia minh, Tommy Wilhelm to ra ching kém canh ai ca. Vi thé it nhit anh ta nghi...”. Su tiéu
hao ning luong nay, that 0ai am chi dan dén sy xudng ddc cua 6ng. Wilhelm quéa day dit véi
cam giac bat cap dén ndi ong tr¢ nén hoan toan bat luc - thit bai véi phu nit, voi cong viéc,
V61 may moc va voi thi truong hang hoa, roi cudi cung Ong ta mat hét tién bac. Ong ta 1a mot
vi du vé mot ga kho khao, vung vé ludn that bai trong truyén dan gian Do Thai - mét nguoi
ludn ludn gip nhitng diéu xui xéo. Seize the Day tong két lai ndi s¢ bi that bai dd 4m anh bao
nguoi My.

Bernard Malamud (1914 - 1986)

Bernard Malamud sinh & New York, cha me 1a dan nhap cu Nga gbc Do Thai. Trong cu6n
tiéu thuyét thtr hai The Assistant (Ngudi phu ta - 1957), Malamud d3 tim ra duoc nhiing chu
dé dic trung ctia minh - cudce dau tranh séng con chdng lai moi trd ngai va nhitng nén tang
dao dtrc cia nhitng ngudi nhap cu Do Thai duong dai.

Tac phém xuét ban dau tién cia Malamud 13 The Narural (Tyu nhién - 1952), mot sy két hop
ctia chi nghia hién thuc va hoang tudng, dit trong thé gisi ky bi ciia mén bong chay chuyén
nghiép. Nhiing tiéu thuyét khac bao gdm A New Life (Cudc ddi méi - 1961), The Fixer
(Nguoi hdi 16 - 1966), Pictures of Fidelman (Nhiing buc anh ciia Fidelman - 1969), va The
Tenants (Nhiing nguoi thué nha - 1971). Ong ciing 1a mot béc dai gia sung mén trong lang
truyén ngan. Qua nhirng truyén ngan cta dng trong cac tuyén tap nhu la The Magic Barrel
(Chiéc thung mau nhiém - 1958), Idiots First (Uu tién ké ngu ngdc - 1963), va Rembrandt’s
Hat (Chiéc mil ciia Rembrandt - 1973), éng truyén dat - hon tit ca nhitng nha vin khéc sinh
ra & My mot y thire vé hién tai va qua khir mang mau sic Do Thai, cai thyuc va siéu thuc, su
kién va huyén thoai.

Mot tac phdm hoanh trang cia Malamud - ma nho n6 6ng duogc giai thuong Pulitzer va giai
Sach quéc gia - cubn The Fixer 14y bdi canh & Nga khoang dau thé ky 20, n6 1a cai nhin chat
chira nhimng bi 4n vé mot trudng hop vu céo ban thiu - mot chuyén co that - vy 4n tai tiéng
ctia Mendel Beiliss nam 1913, mot vét nho den toi trong vu bai Do Thai trong lich st hién
dai. Nhu trong nhiéu tac phém ctia minh, Malamud nhin manh sy chiu dung cua nhan vat cua
ong, Yako Bok va cudc d4u tranh chéng lai moi tré ngai dé ton tai.

Isaac Bashevis Singer (1904 - 1991)
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Tiéu thuyét gia doat giai Nobel va bac thay truyén ngan Isaac Bashevis Singer 1a mot nguoi
BaLandicu dén My nam 1935. Ong 14 con ciia mot truong gido si Do Thai ¢ Warszawa.
Sudt doi viét bang tiéng Yiddish (ngdn ngir pha tron gilta tiéng burc va Hebrew tung 1a ngdn
ngit théng dung ctia ngudi Do Thai trong nhiéu thé ky qua), ong viét vé nhimg diéu huyén bi
va hién thuc ctia hai nhoém ngudi Do Théi dic biét - kiéu dan cua cac Shtetls (nhitng lang
nho) ¢ Cyu thé gidi va nhitng di dan bi song gi6 dai dwong vui dép truée va sau Chién tranh
Thé gi6i Thir hai.

Céc tac pham cuia Singer 1a tu liéu vé hai thoi ky trudc va sau Chién dich Holocaust - viéc tan
sat nhiéu cong dong Do Théi chau Au do Puc qubc xa va nhitng ké hop tac v6i chung tién
hanh. Mot mat, 6ng mo ta - trong nhiing tiéu thuyét nhu The Manor (Thai ap - 1967) va The
Estate (Dién trang - 1969), lay bdi canh nudc Nga thé ky 19, va The Family Moskat (Gia dinh
Moskat - 1950), xoay quanh mdt gia dinh Do Thai - Balan giira hai cu¢c Thé chlen cudc
song cua cong ddng Do Thai & chau Au hién khong con nita. Mit khac, mot s6 tic pham cia
6ng lay bdi canh sau chién tranh, nhu Enemies, A Love Story (Nhimg ke tht, mdt chuyén tinh
- 1972), ma nhan vat chinh 1 nhitng ngudi sdng sot sau cude khing bd nguoi Do Thai, tim
cach xay dung cudc doi mdi cho chinh minh.

Viadimir Nabokov (1889 - 1977)

Ciing giéng nhu Singer, Vladimir Nabokov 14 nguoi di dan tir Dong Au. Sinh ra trong mot
gia dinh giau c6 & nudc Nga Sa Hoang, ong dén My nim 1940 va nim nam sau tré thanh
cong dan My. Tur nam 1948 dén 1959 ong giang day van hoc ¢ Dai hoc Cornell ¢ phia béc
cua tiéu bang New York; ndm 1960, ong chuyen sang séng han & Thuy Si. Ong no6i tleng nho
nhitng tiéu thuyét cua minh, trong d6 c6 cudn tu truyén Pnin (1957) - mét cdu chuyén vé mot
gido su nhap cu nguoi Nga khong thanh cong va cudn Lolita (xuét ban tai My nam 1958), vé
mot nguoi Au trung nién, co6 hoc van si mé cudng dai mot ¢b bé ngudi My 12 tudi tho ngady.
Mot tiéu thuyét mod phong cua Nabokov, Pale Fire (Lura tan - 1962) lai 1a mét sy mao hiém
thanh cong khac, ndi vé mot bai tho dai do mot nha tho twdng tuong da chét sang tac va
nhirng 161 binh vé bai tho do mot nha phé binh viét va nhimng tac phidm cta nha phé binh nay
thAm ddm bai tho bit ddu séng cudc doi day nhimng bt ngd cla riéng chung.

Nabokov 1a nha van c6 nhiéu anh hudng boi bat phap tinh té, sw cham biém sic sdo va nhirng
cach tan doc dao vé mit hinh thirc. Tat ca diéu d6 da khoi nguon cam himg cho nhing tiéu
thuyét gia nhu John Barth. Nabokov y thirc dugc vai tro cau ndi ciia minh gitra hai thé giodi
van hoc Nga va My; 6ng da viét mot cudn sach vé Gogol va dich tiéu thuyét tho Engene
Onegin ctia Pushkin. Nhitng chi1 dé tao bao, c6 phan anh huéng ciia chii nghia biéu hién, nhu
tinh yéu ky quic trong Lolita, gop phan giéi thiéu nhiing trao luu biéu hién chau Au thé ky 20
vao truyén thong vin hoc mang ning tinh hién thyc ctia My. Giong van ciia ong, phan cham
biém phan hoai niém, ciing goi téi mot kiéu méi dé tai hién cam xuc nira trang nghiém nira
khoi hai, sau nay rat hitu dung cho cac nha vin nhu Pynchon, ngudi phdi hop nhitng mat
twong phan cua tri thong minh va sg¢ hai.

John Cheever (1912 - 1982)

John Cheever thuong dugc goi la mot * “tiéu thuyét gia da phong cach”. Ong noi tleng vi
nhitng truyén ngin nhiéu lién tudng, tao nhi va tuyét hay ciia minh, nhitng truyén ngan mo xé
gidi kinh doanh ctia New York qua nhitng anh hudng cia n6 di v6i cac nha kinh doanh, vo
con, ban bé ho. Mot khat khao guong gao, bi thiét c6 vé nhu vo vong nhung khong bao gio bi
dap tit vé nhitng dam mé hay sy xéc tin siéu hinh an gidu trong bong tdi ctia nhiing cau
chuyén tinh té cua Cheever, theo phong cach Chekhov, tap hop trong The Way Some People
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Live (Cach nguoi ta séng - 1943), The Housebreaker of Shady Hill (Ké dot nhap ¢ Shady Hill
- 1958); Some People, Places and Things That Will Not Appear in My Next Novel (Mot vai
ngudi, vai dia diém va vai chuyén s& khong bao gid xuét hién trong cudn tiéu thuyét sap téi
cua t6i - 1961), The Brigadier and the Golf Widow (Thiéu tuéng va ngudi goa phy choi golf -
1964), va The World of Apples (Thé gidi nhing trai tao - 1973). Tya de nhing cudn sach cua
6ng boc 16 su lanh dam, dua nghich, mot sy bat kinh va mét sy goi y vé chu dé, noi dung.
Cheever ciing xuit ban nhiéu cudn tiéu thuyét - The Wapshot Scandal (Vu tai tiéng cua gia
dinh Wapshot - 1964), Bullet Park (Cong vién dan - 1969), va Falconer (Nguoi luyén chim
ung - 1977) - cudn sau cling ndy mang nhiéu yéu t6 ty thuat.

John Updike (1932 -)

Ciing nhu Cheever, John Updike duoc xem 1a nha van da phong cach v6i nhimg bire tranh vé
cudc song d6 thi, chu d& xoay quanh cudc sdng gia dinh, phan anh tam trang chan chudong,
tiéc nudi. Tiéu thuyet cua ong thuong xay rad Vung Bo Bong & Massachusetts Va
Pennsylvania. Updike rat ndi tiéng v&i bon tac pham loai Rabbit miéu ta cudc séng ciia mot
ngudi dan 6ng tén 13 Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom véi nhiing thing trim trong cudc doi dng qua
bon thap ky cua lich st chinh tri va xa hdi My. Rabbit, Run (Rabbit, chay - 1960) la thm
guong phan chiéu nudec My thap nién 50, trong d6 Angstrom 1a mot anh chong tré bat man;
song hoan toan khéng c6 muc dich. Rubbit Redux (Rubbit tré lai phong d6 - 1971) tap trung
1am noi bat hién tugng phan van hoa cia thap nién 60. Trong tap nay, Angstrom van khong
c6 mot muyc tiu, hodc 1y tudng rd rang trong cudc song hodc 1a c6 mot cach thirc hop 1y dé
trén khoi sy nham chan, vo vi ctia no. Trong Rabbit Is Rich (Rabbit giau co6 - 1981), Harry tr6
nén giau c6 nho cua cai thira huong trong bdi «canh thap nién 70 thinh vuong va vi ky, khi ma
cudc chién ¢ Viét Nam di & vao giai doan cudi. Tap cudi cung Rabbit at Rest (Rabbit an nghi
- 1990), ludt qua sy hoa giai cia Angstrom VO‘l cudc doi, va cai chét khmh sudt cua Ong trong
bdi canh lich st nhirg nam 80. Ngoai bé tiéu thuyét trén, Updike con viét cac cudn tiéu
thuyét khac nhu The Centaur (Con nhan mé - 1963), Couples (Nhimg cap vo chdng - 1968)
va Bech: A Book (Bech: M6t cudn sach - 1970). Updike c6 mot thi phap nbi bat, sang choi
cua bét cir nha van hién dai nao va nhiing truyén ngan cta ong la mau muc vé sy 101 lac va
sdc sao xét ca vé tim voc phan anh va tinh sang tao ciia chiing. Tuyén tp truyén ngin cua
ong gdom co The Same Door (Ciing mot canh cira - 1959), The Music School (Trudng nhac -
1966), Museums and Women (Béo tang va phu nit - 1972), Too Far To Go (Puong xa - 1979)
va Problems (Nhiing van dé - 1979). Ong ciing viét nhiéu tap tho va tiéu luan.

J. D. Salinger (1919-)

La ngudi dua tin ciia thap nién 60, J. D. Salinger d4 khéc hoa nhiing ¢ gang dao thoat ra
khéi xa hoi. Sinh & New York, 6ng da dat dén dinh cao trong su nghiép van hoc nho vao viéc
xudt ban cudn tiéu thuyét The Catcher in the Rye (Bit tré ddng xanh - 1951) viét vé& mot cau
bé nhay cam 16 tudi, Holden Caulfield, da trén khoi mot truong ndi tra danh gia dé gia nhap
vao thé giéi bén ngoai ciia ngudi 16n dé sau d6 phai vé mong bai cai chu nghia vat chat va su
gia doi ciia no.

Khi duoc hoi 16n 1én cau bé thich 1am gi, Caulfield da tra 101 “thich lam nguoi bét tré ngoai
ddng”, nhai theo mot bai tho ciia Robert Burns. Trong mo udce cliia minh, 6ng mudn ban than
13 hinh anh hién dai cia mot hiép si Da tring, ngudi bao vé duy nhat cho su r trong sang, ngay
tho. Ong tudng tuong ra mot canh d6ng lta mach den bao la, lta cao dén ndi khong thé nhin
thdy mot bay tré con dang chay nhay vui dua trong dam Ita. Ong 1a nguoi 10n duy nhat & day.
“T6i dang dimg trén by da cao ghé hon. Toi phai lam gi? Toi phai bat bat cir dira tré nao toan
vuot qua bd da d6”. Roi xudng bén kia vach da c6 nghia 1a danh mat tudi tho va sy tho ngay
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(dic biét 1a vé tinh dyc) - mot chu dé tro di trd lai trong thoi ky ndy. Nhimg tac pham khac
ctia nha van an cu va viét rat kén nay gdom: Nine Stories (Chin cau chuyén - 1953), Franny
and Zooey (1961) va Raise High the Roof - Beam, Carpenters (Cao cao trén xa nha, Bac thor
moc - 1963) mot tuyén tap truyén ngan tur bao The New Yorker Sau khi mét truyén ra mét
doc gia vao nam 1965, Salinger - séng & New Hampshire - ving bong trén bau troi van hoc
My.

Jack Kerouac (1922 - 1969)

La con trai cia mot gia dinh gbc Phap - Canada ngheo kho, Jack Kerouac tran trg véi van dé
¥ nghia va gia tri cudc séng ctia 16p nguoi trung luu. Ong da c6 nhimng cudc giao luu véi
nhom van ngh¢ Beat bi mét khi con 1a sinh vién cua Pai hoc Columbia & New York. Tiéu
thuyét ctia ong chiu nhiéu anh hudng cia nhiing tic pham mang it nhiéu yéu tb tu thuat cia
tiéu thuyét gia mién Nam - Thomas Wolfe.

Tiéu thuyét hay nhat ciia Kerouac 1a cuén On the Road (Trén con duong tu do - 1957) miéu
ta “cac thanh vién cia nhom Beat” lang thang khip nude My tim kiém mot gidc mo 1y tuong
Ve cudc séng cong dong va cai dep. Cuon The Dharma Bums (Phat phap cua nhimg ké cau bo
cau bét - 1958) tap trung phan anh vé nhimng tri thire phan van hoa song lang thang bét dinh
va sy say mé nhat thoi ctia ho dbi voi Thién tong - Phat gido. Kerouac ciing sang tac mot tap
tho Mexico City Blues (Diéu blues & Mexico City - 1959) va nhiing tap sach vé cudc doi ong
v6i thanh vién ctia nhom Beat nhu nha vin viét tiéu thuyét thé nghiém William Burroughs va
thi s7 Allen Ginsberg.

THAP NIEN 60 ROI REN NHUNG DAY SANG TAO

Ap luc va su tha hoa tiém tang trong thap nién 50 tim dugc tiéng noi thich hop vao thap nién
60 6 My trong phong trao d4u tranh doi quyén binh ding, phong trao dau tranh cho quyén
phu nit, chdng chién tranh, hoat dong cua cong dong it nguoi va su xuat hién cua phong trao
phan van hoa ma anh hudng cua no van con dai ding trong xa hoi My. Nhimg tac pham Ve
van hoa xa hoi va chinh tri ndi bat trong thoi ky nay gom c6 nhiing bai dién thuyét vé quyen
binh déng ctia nha lanh dao Da den, tlen si Martin Luther King, nhiing trudce tac thoi ky dau
ctia nha lanh dao phong trao nit quyén Betty Friedan (The Feminine Mystique - Su huyén
di¢u cua phu nit, 1963) va The Armies of the Night (D91 quan ctia bong dém - 1968) cua
Normal Mailer vé cudc biéu duong luc lwong chéng chién tranh nam 1967.

Nhitng nam 60 dugc danh dau boi sy x6a nhoa ranh gidi gitra hu cau va sy that, giira tiéu
thuyét va phong su diéu tra va diéu nay van con tiép dién cho dén tan ngay nay. Tiéu thuyét
gia Truman Capote, mdt con ngudi an néi huych toet timg lam doc gia choang vang vao cudi
thap nién 40 dau thap nién 50 trong nhiing tic pham nhu Breakfast at Tiffany (An sang &
Tiffany - 1958) - gio lai 1am ddc gia sting so voi In Cold Blood (Méu lanh - 1966), mot phan
tich vo cing hap dan vé mot vu tan sat tap thé hét sirc tan bao xay ra & mot ving trung tim
nuoc My, 161 cuén ban doc nhu mot cudn tiéu thuyét trinh tham. Cung lac do, “phong cach
bao chi mo1” noi 1én, 268 269 nhig tac pham khong ¢ yéu té hu cau két hop véi phong
cach viét bao va k¥ thuat viét tiéu thuyét hoic 1a s dung thuong xuyén cac dir kién that, nhao
nan chung lai dé tao tinh xac thuc va ly ky cho cau chuyén dugc ké. Cudn The Electric Kool -
Aid Acid Test. (Cudc thir nghiém cua dan hippy®®) ciia Tom Wolfe (1968) ca ngoi nhiing

3% Cubn truyén ké vé tidu thuyét gia Ken Kesey timg c6 biét danh 1 “Chang trai vang”, mot trong nhing tiéu
thuyét gia hang dau trong thé hé cua 6ng, ngoai ra dng con 1a mot nha bac hoc, mot nghé si mot siéu sao trong
thé thao. Ken di din diu mot nhom hippy di khap nuée My trong mot chiée xe buyt vao dau nhimg nam 60.
Electric Kool - Aid con dugc goi 1a LSD, mét loai ma tuy gay ra ao giac.
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chuyén ngd nghinh, d& thuong trong nhimg dam mé phiéu bong phan vian hoa cia tiéu thuyét
gia Ken Kesey. Con cubn Radical Chic and Mau - Mauing the Flak Catchers cudi nhao
nhiéu khia canh ctia phong trao canh ta. Sau nay Wolfe viét mot cudn lich sir hét strc sdu sic
va phong pht vé giai doan déu ctia chuong trinh khong gian Hoa Ky, cudn The Right Stuff
(Chuyén tao lao - 1979) va tiéu thuyét The Bonfire of the Vanities (Ngon lira ctia sy phu hoa -
1987) 1a birc tranh toan canh vé x4 hoi My trong thap nién 80.

Vao nhimg ndm 60, van hoc cling nhép cudc v6i nhiing rdi ren trong thoi ky nay. Mot cai
nhin mia mai, bdn cot cling xudt hién, phan anh trong phong cach ngu ngoén cua mot s6 nha
van, trong s6 d6 c6 truyén One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Bay qua t6 chim ciic cu - 1962)
- mot truyén hai hudc am dam cua Ken Kesey vé cudc sdng trong mot nha thuong dién trong
d6 cac nhan vién y té lai con quay pha dién ro hon ca bénh nhan. Trout Fishing in America
(Céu c4 hodi & My - 1967) cua Richard Brautigan 1a mot cudn tiéu thuyét tuong twong dén
muirc quai di. Hai hude va tuong tugng két hop dé tao ra mdt phong cach méi nira siéu hinh
nira khoi hai trong cac cudn tiéu thuyet hoang tudng, xuat sic ciia Thomas Pynchon nhan deé
V (1963) va The Crying of Lot 49 (Tiéng khoc than cua 16 49), cudn Giles Goat - Boy (Giles -
Cau bé chin dé - 1966) cua John Barth va nhiing truyén ngén ky di cia Donald Bartheme
trong tuyén tap truyén ngin dau tién Come Back, Dr Calogari (Trd lai di, Tién si Calogari)
xuét ban vao nam 1964.

Trong lanh vuc san khau, Edward Albee sang tac mot loat vo kich tim 1y phi truyén thong:
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf*”? (Ai so Virginia Woolf? - 1962), 4 Delicate Balance (Su
thing bang mong manh - 1966) va Seascape (Phong canh bién - 1975). Nhiing v& kich phan
anh cudc do tim ndi tim va céach tiép can day nghich Iy cua tac gia.

Dong thoi, thap nién 60 ciing chimg kién sy ra doi mudn mang ciia mot tai ning van hoc
trong do tudi 40 - Walker Percy - mdt bac si va mot mau muyc ciia phong cach tao nha mién
Nam. Trong loat tic phdm cta minh, Percy da dung dia phuong qué nha cia 6ng nhu mot tim
tham trang tri dé 6ng trai 1én d6 nhitng man kich tam 1y ly ky hap dan. The Moviegoer (Dan
nghién xiné - 1961) va The Last Gentleman (Chinh nhan quén tir cudi cung - 1966) 1a hai vé
kich ndi bat trong nhiing tac phdm dwgc danh gia cao cua ong.

Thomas Pynchon (1937 -)

Thomas Pynchon 1a tac gia u huyén, khong thich khoa truong tén tudi. Ong sinh & New York,
t6t nghiép Pai hoc Cornell nim 1958, noi ¢o 1& 6ng da tiép nhan anh hudng cia Vladimir
Nabokov. C6 mot diéu chic chan 1, nhitng tuong tugng c6 tinh cach tan cua 6ng, sir dung
nhiing chu dé vé viéc dién giai nhitng mAu chét, nhitng tro choi, va cac mat ma cé thé xuat
phat tir Nabokov. Giong van linh hoat ctia Pynchon c6 thé hoa nhap chimg hoang tuéng vao
trong thi ca.

Tt ca nhitng tiéu thuyét cia Pynchon déu c6 két cAu giéng nhau. Ludn c6 it nhat mot nhan
vat chinh khong biét gi vé dong dién bién phuc tap cua ciu chuyén, roi sau do trong trach cia
han 1a sap xép lai trat ty cta cai mé bong bong cac sy kién va giai ma thé gidi. Cong viéc
nay, chinh l1a nhiém vu cua ngudi nghé si truyen thong, duoc chuyen giao cho nguoi doc, ho
phai ddi theo céac sy kién, tim ra nhimng diém méu chdt va 1y giai vé moi sy. Quan dlem hoang
tuong nay phd bién khap cac luc dia va chinh thoi dai nay, boi vi Pynchon da st dung an du

* Virginia Woolf (1882 - 1941): ni¥ nha van Anh c6 nhiing cong hién dic biét cho thé loai tiéu thuyét va dong
thoi 1a mét nha phé binh van hoc xuat sac.
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“entropy”” v& su suy tan din dan cta vii tru. Ong 1 bac thiy trong viéc tiép thu va chuyén

hoa vin hoa dan gian - dic biét 1a trong tiéu thuyét khoa hoc vién tudng va tiéu thuyét trinh
tham.

Tiéu thuyét mang tya d& V duoc cau tric 1ong 1éo xung quanh Benny Profane - mot ké that
bai lai lao vao nhiing cudc phi€u luu vo6 muc dich véi nhitng cong viéc 1am an ky cuc luon
thay ddi va ddi thu cua anh ta, Herbert Stencil, mot tri thitc ¢6 nhiém vu truy tim mot nir di€p
vién bi mat V (c6 thé 1a Venus, Virgin hay Void). The Crying of Lot 49 (Tiéng khoc than ciia
16 49), 1a mot truyén vua, dé cap dén mot hé théng bi mét lién quan dén dich vu buu dién My.
Gravity’s Rainbow (Cau vong ctia trong luc - 1973) viét vé nhiing su kién xay ra & London
trong thoi ky chién tranh thé gidi thir 11, vao lic ma dan bom tudi xudng thanh phd nay. Noi
dung xuyén subt cudn truyén la cudc tim kiém nira khoi hai nira biéu trung nhitng tén phat xit
Dic va cac nhan vat doi 16t khac. Su manh liét trong biéu cam, tinh khoi hai va su nhay bén
v6i nhitng cai méi dd gin chat tén tudi ciia Pynchon véi thap nién 60.

John Barth (1930-)

John Barth qué & Maryland 1a nha vin quan tim dén cach ké lai mot cAu chuyén nhu thé nao
hon 1a ndi dung cta no6. Nhung trong khi Pynchon tung hoa mu dua dgc gia vao con duong
v6i nhitng dau vét gia tao va nhitng dau mdi kha di vuot ra ngoai mot cudn tiéu thuyet trinh
tham, thi Barth lai mo1 ban doc budce vao mét ngéi nha vui tuoi cua 1& hoi, noi chira day
nhing tim guong di dang, phong dai mot sd nét nay trong khi lai thu nho mot so dic diém
khac. Chu nghia hién thuc la ké thu cua Barth, tac gia cua tuyén tap truyén ngan Lost in the
Funhouse (Lac 161 trong ngdi nha ctia niém vui - 1968) gdm 14 truyén v€ qua trinh viét van
va doc sach. Muc dich cua Barth 1a nhic nhé va canh bao cho doc gia v& ban chét nhan tao
ctia viéc doc va viét vin, va hon nira ngin can ngudi doc dimg bi 16i cubn vao ciu chuyén
nhu thé ciu chuyén ay 13 co that trén doi. Dé 1am nd tung cai 4o tudng vé chu nghia hién
thuc, Barth da dung toan b cong cu phan tinh dé nhic nhd ban doc rfmg chinh 1a ho dang
doc sach.

Nhiing tac phAm dau tay cia Barth ciing nhu cua Saul Bellow chira dung rat nhiéu véan dé va
mang tinh hién sinh 3 nét, c6 nhitng chu dé cua thap nién 50 vé sy tdy chay xi hoi va sy lang
thang bét dinh ctia s phan con ngudi. Cudn truyén The Floating Opera (Nhac kich luu dong
- 1956) viét vé mot con ngudi toan tinh ty tir. The End of the Road (Poan cudi ciia con duong
- 1958) miéu ta mdt cudc tinh phirc tap. Nhirng tac pham vao thap nién 60 cia 6ng trd nén hai
huéc hon va cang it hién thyc hon nita. The Sot - Weed Factor (1960) nhai theo thé loai tiéu
thuyét giang hd thé ky 18, trong khi v6i Giles Goat Boy (Giles - Cau bé chin dé - 1966), thé
gidi dugc thu nhd mét cach hai hude thanh mot truong dai hoc. Cudn Chimera (Quai vt
tudng tuong - 1972) ké lai nhitng cau chuyén cb cta than thoai Hi Lap va trong Letters
(Nhiing 14 thu - 1979) thi chinh Barth tré thanh mot nhan vat nhu 1a Normal Mailer da lam
trong The Armies of the Night. Trong Sabbatical: A Romance (Ky nghi cua giao su: Mot
truyén tinh - 1982) Barth sir dung mét motif hu ciu quen thudc vé diép vién, day 1a cau
chuyén vé mét nir gido su day dai hoc va chdng nang, mot diép vién da giai nghé sau trd
thanh mot tiéu thuyét gia.

Normal Mailer (1923-)

40 Entropy: c¢6 nghia 1a tinh trang tro 1i déng nhét cta vii tru hodc su suy tan dan t6i hity hoai moi hinh thic, kiéu
mau va khac biét.
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Normal Mailer dugc du luén rong rai cong nhén 1a dai b1eu cho nhiing thap ky vira qua, mot
tac gia co kha nang thay d6i phong cach, ngi dung va mdi quan tdm kha nhiéu 1an. C6 xu
hudng viét vé nhimg kinh nghiém sdng voi ca tinh manh liét va tinh cach cuia mét con nguoi
tham gia hoat dong xa hoi day kich tinh, Mailer di theo con duong truyén thong cta Ernest
Hemingway. Tu tuong cua 6ng hét strc manh bao va d6i méi. Ong 1 tac gia trai nguoc hin
vé6i Barth, boi vi d6i véi Barth, n6i dung phan anh khong quan trong bang céi cach ma nd
duogc dién dat. Ciing khong gidng voi Pynchon kho xac dinh, Mailer luon tranh thu va doi hoi
mot sy cht tim. La nha van viét tiéu thuyét, mot nha viét tiéu luan, do6i khi cling 1a m&t chinh
khach, mdt nha hoat dong van hoa va thinh thoang con la dién vién, Mailer 13 nhan vat trung
tam cua “san khau” xa hoi. Tir nhitng tac pham mang phong cach “bao chi m&i” nhu Miami
and the Siege of Chicago (Miami va viéc vay ham thanh Chicago - 1968), mot phan tich vé
nhitng hoi nghi dé ctr ing vién téng thdng My ndm 1968 va sy nghién ciru hét sirc hap dan
ctia ong vé vu hanh quyét nhitng ké bi két t4i sat nhan trong cudn The Excutioner’s Song (Bai
ca ctia ké tir ti - 1979) 6ng chuyén sang viét nhimg cudn tiéu thuyét ning ky va day tham
vong nhu Ancient Evenings (Nhirng budi chiéu xua - 1983) ldy bdi canh & Ai Cap cb dai va
cubn Harlot’s Ghost (Hon ma Harlot - 1992) vé nhitng vin dé xoay quanh co quan tinh bao
trung wong Hoa Ky.

THAP NIEN 70 VA 80 NHUNG HUONG PI MOI

Vao khoang giita thap nién 70, ky nguyén cia sy cung ¢ bat dau. Chién tranh ¢ Viét Nam da
két thuc, tiép sau d6 1a viéc nudec My cong nhén Cong hoa nhan dan Trung Hoa va viée ky
ni¢m 200 nam lap qudc. Chang bao 1au sau 14 nhiing nam 80, “thap ky vi to1” tiép budc, trong
d6 moi ca nhéan c6 khuynh huéng tép trung vao nhimg mdi quan tAm riéng tu ctia minh hon la
nhitng van d& xa hoi 16n lao hon.

Trong van hoc, cac trao luu cil van con tdn tai, nhung cai strc manh d'fmg sau su thé nghi¢m
don thuan da giam dan. Céc tiéu thuyét gia tré nhu John Gardner, John Irving (véi tiéu thuyét
The World According to Garp - Thé gii dudi con mét ctia Garp, 1978), Paul Theroux (Trong
The Mosquito Coast - B bién Mosquito, 1982), William Kennedy (Ironweed - Hat sét, 1983)
va Alice Walker (The Color Purple - Mau tim, 1982) 1én ngdi voi nhimg tiéu thuyét ndi bat
rat co ca tinh khic hoa nhiing tan kich cam dong vé con nguoi. Viéc quan tdm toi hoan canh,
nhan vat va nhiing chi dé két hop vdi chii nghia hién thuc da tro lai. Cha nghia hién thyc, bi
bo roi boi cac nha van thé nghiém vao thép nién 60, da quay tr¢ lai thuong két hop v6i nhiing
yéu tb sang tao hét strc tao bao - mot cau trac moi me, dot pha nhu mot “tiéu thuyét trong tiéu
thuyét” c6 thé thdy trong truyén ctia John Garner October Light (Anh sang thang Mudi -
1976) hodc 14 tiéng Anh ciia ngudi My - Da den trong The Color Purple cia Alice Walker.
Vin hoc ciia cac cong dong it nguoi bat dau dua nd. Kich néi dd chuyén tir chu nghia hién
thuc sang nhitng k¥ x4o dién anh va téc do hon. Tuy vay, cing lic d6, “Thap ky vi toi” ciing
duoc phan anh trong cac tai nang tr¢ khoa truvong nhu Joy Mclnerny v6i Bright Lights, Big
City, (Anh sang ruc r& noi d6 thi, 1984), Bret Easton Ellis v6i Less Than Zero (Nho hon s6
khong, 1985) va Tama Janowits vai Slaves of New York (NO 1¢ ciia New York, 1986).

John Gardner (1933-1982)

John Gardner xuat than tir mot nha néng & bang New York, 1a ngudi phat ngén quan trong
nhat cho nhiing gia tri dao dirc trong van hoc cho dén khi cai chét da cham dut cudc song kha
ngin ngui clia ong bang mot tai nan moto. Ong 1a giao su van hoc Anh chuyén Ve giai doan
Trung dai. Cudn tiéu thuyét Grendel (1971) ndi tiéng nhat cua 6ng ké lai str thi c¢b dai Anh vé
Beowulf nhin tir géc d¢ hién sinh ctia con quai vt. Cubn tiéu thuyét ngan gon, sinh dong va
thuong vang 1én tiéng cudi trao 16ng nay 1a mot cude tranh luan tinh té chdng lai chu nghia
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hién sinh d3 don cac nhan vat ctia n6 vao ndi tuyét vong tu hily diét va mot thai do khuyén
nho, yém thé.

La mot nha vin sung strc va hét sirc ndi tiéng, Gardner sang tac theo phuong phap hién thuc
nhung lai str dung cac k¥ thudt méi mé nhu hdi tuong, truyén trong truyén, ké lai cac huyén
thoai va nhitng cdu chuyén twong phan - dé phat hién chan Iy vé tinh canh cua con ngudi. Stic
manh ciia 6ng chinh 1a sy dic trung hoa (dic biét la trong nhiing buc chan dung diy cam
thong vé nhing con ngudi binh thuong) va phong cach da dang.

Nhiing tic pham 16n ctia ong gdm The Resurrection (Phuc sinh - 1966), The Sunlight
Dialogues (Cudc d6i thoai duéi anh mat troi - 1972), Nickel Mountain (Nui Nickel - 1973),
October Light (Anh sang thang Mudi - 1976) va Mickenson’s Ghosts (Nhimng bong ma cua
Mickenson - 1982).

Céc kiéu tiéu thuyét ciia Gardner goi ta cai sirc manh tri liéu ciia tinh bang hitu, bon phén va
trach nhiém gia dinh va xét theo y nghia nay, Gardner 1a mot tac gia bao thu va truyen thong
hét stre sdu sic. Ong da c¢b géng ching minh rang mot s6 hanh dong va cac gi tri nhat dinh
s& dan dén mot cude séng vién man. Cubn tiéu thuyet cua 6ng On Moral Fiction (Tuong
turong dao 1y - 1978) kéu goi tiéu thuyet nén chuyen tai nhirng gia tri dao duc hon Ia loe bip
doc gia voi nhimng cach tan ky thuét trong rong. Cudn sach da gay nén mot lan song phan no,
cha yéu boi vi Gardner da phé phan thang thing nhig cdy cao bong ca trong lang van
duong dai da thét bai trong viéc phan anh nhitng mdi quan tim dao durc.

Toni Morrison (1931 -)

N véan si ngudi My gbc Phi Toni Morrison sinh & bang Ohio trong mét gia dinh gia phong
ma mbi quan tdm chinh 13 nhiing gia tri tinh than Ba theo hoc Pai hoc Howard ¢ thu do
Washington, la bién tap cao cap cua mot nha xudt ban 1én & Washington va la gido su ndi
tiéng ctia nhiéu truong dai hoc.

Tleu thuyet dan két phong phu cua Morrison lam cho ba ndi tiéng thé gidi. Trong nhitng cudn
tiéu thuyét phong khoang va cubn hiit ciia minh ba da xir ly nhitng tinh cach phuce tap cua
nguoi Da den bang mot cach thirc phd quat. Trong tac pham dau tay The Bluest Eye (Mt

biée - 1970) ctia ba, mot cd gai Da den tré giau nghi luc da ké lai cau chuyén vé Pecola
Breedlove, nguoi ot cudc da trén thoat cude séng v6i mot ong bd cuc stc, thd bao. Pecola tin
rang d6i mat den cia co di bién thanh mau xanh da tro1 mét cach ky diéu va ching lam c6 tré
nén dé thuong hon. Morrison c6 noi rang ba da sang tao nén cai y thic vé dién mao van hoc
riéng cua riéng ba voi tu’ céch 1a mot nha van qua cudn tiéu thuyét nay “Toi 1a Pecola, 1a
Claudia, 1a moi nguoi”.

Tac pham Sula (1973) miéu ta tinh ban thim thiét min ndng giita hai ngudi phu nit. Morrison
khic hoa phu nit My gbc Phi nhu 1a nhitng nhan vat ddy ca tinh, don nhat hon 1 nhiing con
ngudi dién hinh. Cubn Song of Solomon (Bai ca ctia Solomon) cia Morrison viét vao nim
1977 da nhan dugc nhiéu gidi thuong. No tai hién cugc doi cuia mot nguoi Da den tén l1a
Milkman Dead va nhirmg moi quan hé phuc tap cua anh ta v6i gia dinh va cong dong Da den.
Trong cudn Tar Baby (B¢ con - 1981) Morrison khai thac cac van dé ciia mOi quan h¢ gitra
ngudi Da tring va ngudi Da den. Beloved (1987) la mét cau chuyén Ve ndi théng kho ctia mot
ngudi dan ba tha giét chét nhitng dtra con minh con hon 1a dé ching song nhu nhiing ké nd

1¢. Cudn tiéu thuyét sir dung nhitng k¥ thuat nhu trong mét gidc mo ciia chit nghia hién thuc
huyén bi trong viéc phac hoa mot nhén vat huyén hoic, Beloved, c6 gai trd lai song v6i ngudi
me di cat c6 minh.
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Morrison cho rang mic dau cac tiéu thuyét ciia ba thuan tay 1a nhitng tic phim nghé thuét
hoan hao, ching van chira dung nhimg y nghia chinh tri: “T61 khong quan tam dén viéc
nudng minh trong nhing tuéng tuong riéng tu... Vang, mot tac pham nghé thuat phai co y
nghia chinh tri”. Nam 1993, Morrison dugc trao giai Nobel van chuong.

Alice Walker (1944-)

Alice Walker 12 mdt ngudi My Da den va la con ctia mét gia dinh nha nong an chia theo mua
vu ¢ vung thon qué Georgia. Ba t6t nghiép Pai hoc Sarah Lawrence, noi c6 mt trong nhiing
ngudi thay ciia ba 1a nir thi si ¢6 khuynh huéng lam chinh tri, ba Muriel Rukeyser. Nhiing
ngudi khac ¢ anh huong dén sy nghiép vin chuong cta ba 1a Flannery O’Connor va Zora
Neale Hurston.

66’\

La mdt nha van “rat nir tinh” nhu ba tu nhan; Walker tir 1au da rat gén b6 voi phong trao doi
quyén binh déng cho phu nit, ba trinh bay vé sy hién hiru ciia ngudi Da den dudi cai nhin cia
nguoi phu nit. Cling nhu Toni Morrison, Jamaica Kincaid, Toni Cade Bambara va cac tac gia
Da den duong dai thanh cong khac, Walker sir dung chti nghia hién thyc trit tinh & trinh do
nghé thuit cao dé phan anh vé nhitng gidc mo va thét bai cua nhimg con nguoi dang tin cdy
c6 thyc. Tac phim cta ba khac hoa ddm nét cudc tim kiém pham gia trong doi nguoi. Ba la
mot nha vin ¢ van phong rat muc tinh té, muot ma dic biét thé hién trong cubn tiéu thuyét
mang phong cach ngén ngir thanh thu The Color Purple (Mau tim), tac pham cuia ba co y
huéng gido duc. O diém nay, Walker clng gidng nhu mot tiéu thuyét gia My den khac la
Ishmael Reed, tac gia ciia nhitng tac pham trao phung phoi bay nhitng van dé chung toc va xi
hoi.

The Color Purple cia Walker 1a mot cau chuyén vé tinh yéu gitra hai chi em ngudi Da den
song st sau nhimg thang nam xa cach. Gan b6 v6i cau chuyén nay, bang mdt cach nao do
trong cing mot thoi diém 1a viéc mot trong hai chi em, mot c6 gai xau xi, nhat nhat va that
hoc kham pha ra strc manh tiém tang cua minh nho su giup do cua mdt nguoi ban gai. Chu deé
vé su nang d& giita nhitng ngudi phu nir goi nhé tiéu sir tu thuat cia Maya Angelou I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings ( Toi biét vi sao chim hot trong 1dng - 1970) ngoi ca tinh cam gitra
me va con gai va tac pham cua cic nha vin Da tring ung ho phong trao phu nit nhu Adrienne
Rich. The Color Purple mé ta dan 6ng nhu 1a nhitg con nguoi vé cin ban khéng nhan thirc
duogc nhu ciu va su hién dién thyuc té cia nguoi phu nir.

Nhing nam cudi thap nién 80 va dau thap nién 90 chung kién sy kién ngoan muc céc tac
pham cua cac cong dong it nguoi tré thanh mot bo phén quan trong trong van dan My. Piéu
ndy clng xay ra voi sdn khiu ciing nhu vin xubi. August Wilson - nguoi van tiép tuc sang tac
va chimg kién hang loat v& kich ctia minh vé cudc doi nguoi Da den ¢ thé ky 20 dugc dua 1én
san khau (trong d6 c6 nhimng v& doat giai Pulitzer nhu Fences (Rao can - 1986) va The Piano
Lesson (Bai hoc duong cAm — 1989) va tao duoc chd dimg cho minh bén canh cac tiéu thuyét
gia ndi tiéng nhu Alice Walker, John Edgar Wideman va Toni Morrison.

Céc nha vin My gbc chau A ciing chiém linh vi tri cta ho trén vian dan: Maxine Hong
Kingston v6i The Woman Warrior (N chlen binh, 1976) dd mo ra mét con duong cho cac
nha van ni goc chau A ciia ba. Trong s6 ho c6 Amy Tan, tac gia cia nhing tac pham sang
choi vé cudc séng ctia nguoi Hoa di cur sang My sau Chién tranh Thé giéi Thir hai nhu cudn
The Joy Luck Club (Phiic lac hoi, 1989) va cudn The Kitchen God’s Wife (Vo 6ng dau rau,
1991) chinh phuc dugc dong dao ban doc. Con David Henry Hwang con cuia mét gia dinh
ngudi Hoa sinh ra ¢ California da 1am nén tén tudi ctia minh trong lang kich nghé véi nhiing
vo kich nhu 1a F.O.B (Giao hang 1én tau - 1981) va M. Butterfly (Ong Butterfly - 1986).
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Mot nhom céc nha vian khd mdi mé xuét hién trén chan troi van hoc 1a nhiing tac gia gbc
Nam My, gom tiéu thuyét gia gdc Cuba doat giai Pulitzer mang tén Oscar Hijuelos, tac gia
cubn The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love (Cac 6ng vua Mambo choi nhac tinh yéu - 1989);
nha van chuyén viét truyén ngan Sandra Cisneros (Women Hollering Creek and Other Stories
- Chuyén phu nir - 1991)(41) va Rudolfo Anaya, tac gia cia cuon Bless Me, Ultima (Phu ho
cho t61, Ultima) ban dugc 300.000 ban cht yéu ¢ mién Tay nudc My.

VAN HOC PHONG CACH DPIA PHUONG MOI

Chang c6 gi méi mé vé truyén thng vian hoc dia phuong trong van chuong M. N6 ciing xa
xua nhu nhing truyén thuyét cua ngudi Da do, ciing khoi goi tri tudng tugng nhu cac tac
pham ctia James Fenimore Cooper va Bret Harte, ciing nhiéu 4m vang nhu tiéu thuyét cia
William Faulkner va cac v kich ciia Tennessee Williams. Mic dau vay, c6 mdt thoi, vao
khoang sau Chién tranh thé giéi thi II, truyén thong d6 dudong nhu bién mét trong bong chap
choang ctia thoi dai - trir phi ngudi ta nhan dinh, ma c6 18 1a rat dung, rang tiéu thuyét vé do
thi cling la mot dang cua chu nghia dia phuong. Tuy nhién, trong thap ky vira qua hay vao
khoang 4y, van hoc dia phuong da thyuc hién mot sy tro vé ngoan muc, vang doi trong nén
van hoc M¥ khién cho doc gia co y thirc vé khong gian ciing nhu 13 ¢6 y thire vé thoi gian va
than phan con ngudi. Va no6 cling tré nén thinh hanh trong cac the loai tleu thuyét pho bién
nhu 1a truyén trinh tham chang han, cling nhu trong van hoc ¢6 dién véi tiéu thuyét, truyén
ngan va kich noi.

O day c6 mot vai 1y do kha di cho su tai xuat hién nay. Cai chinh 13, tit ca cac loai hinh nghé
thuat & My da trd nén phi tap trung trong cac thé hé qua. San khau, 4m nhac, mia c6 xu
huéng phat trién manh & cac ving d6 thi & mién Nam, Tay Nam va Tay Bic nudc My ciing
nhu nhitng thanh phé 16n nhu New York va Chicago. Cac cong ty dién anh lam phim trén
khip dit My hodc v s6 noi khac. Van hoc My ciing vay. Cac nha xuit ban nhoé hon tip trung
vao tiéu thuyét dua né ruc r& bén ngoai “day phd xuat ban” cia thanh phd New York. Cac
cudc hdi thdo va héi nghi cua cac nha van trd thanh mét thoi thuong hon bao gi¢ hét, trong
khi cac 1op day viét van va hoc van ciing tré thanh con st & khép cac truong dai hoc trong
nude. Ching c6 gi la khi cac tai nang chom no co thé khai hoa bat ctr & ddu. Tt ca nhiing cai
ma ngudi ta can dé viét van chi 1a mot cay but chi, gidy va quan diém.

Nhiing nét khoe khodn, thanh tan nht cua trao luu van hoc dia phuong méi 1a sy banh trudng
va da dang ctia né. No tran qua khap nudc My tir Dong sang Tay. Mot cudc hanh trinh vin
hoc xuyén subt lyc dia dugc bit dau ¢ ving Pong Bic ¢ Albany, New York véi trung tim
diém ctia sy cha y 1a nguoi con cua vung d6, William Kennedy, da mét thoi 1a nha bao.
Kennedy, tac gia cta nhiing tiéu thuyet Ve Albany trong s6 d6 co cac tiéu thuyét Ironweed
(1983) va Very Old Bones (Chuyén ric ri cii rich - 1992) 1a buc tranh am dam vé cudc sdng
ctia cac cu dan & cac phd cho va cac quan ruou & thi phu cia bang New York.

La mot nha van viét tiéu thuyét, viét truyén ngén, viét tiéu luan va cling lam tho rat sung man,
giau strc sang tao, Joyce Carol Oates cling xudt than tir ving Dong Béc nude My. Trong cic
tac phém dang nhd cua ba, nd luc cua cac nhan vat bi am anh phai dat cho dugc thanh cong
trong nhirg méi trudng méo mo ky cuc ciia ho cudi cing di dan ho dén sy hity hoai. Nhiing
tac pham hay nhét ctia ba dugc tuyén chon trong cac tuyén tap nhu 1a The Wheel of Love
(Banh xe cua tinh yéu 1970) va Where Are you Going, Where Have You Been? (Anh di dau,

*! Women Hollering Creek and Other Stories 1a mot tuyen tap truyen ngan vé cac canh doi cua phu nir ¢ hai bén
duong bién gi¢i Mexico. Phu nit trong cac truyén ngén nay ké vé nhitng kham pha diy thi vi bat ngd véi mot su
khon ngoan kin ddo. Ching t6i xin tam dich 1a Chuyén phu n.
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anh & dau? - 1974). Stephen King, bac thay ctia thé loai tiéu thuyét kinh di ban chay, thuong
1y bdi canh cho cac tac pham kinh di ciia 6ng tai Maine - trong ciing mot khu vyc. Xudi theo
ven bién, trong vung phy cén Baltimore bang Maryland, nha van Anne Tyler trinh bay bing
cai giong gian di, diém tinh vé nhiing cudc doi phi thuong va nhiing nhan vt kiét Xuat.
Nhiing tiéu thuyét nhu Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant (An toi & nha hang Nh¢ nha -
1982), The Accidental Tourist (Ngudi du khach bat ngd - 1985), Breathing Lessons (Bai hoc
hé hép - 1988) va Saint Maybe (Thanh c6 thé - 1991) da lam tén tudi cua ba vang doi trong
lang van va trong long cong ching rong rai.

Cach Baltimore khong xa la thi d6 Washington ciing c6 truyén théng vin hoc cia riéng
minh, néu kh6ng mudn néi la mot dong van hoc con glau minh trong bong t6i ¢ giita cai
thanh ph6 ma mdi quan tdm chu y€u la chinh tri. Trong s6 nhirng nha véan v& dugc nhiing birc
tranh r6 rang vé cudc song & trong va vanh ngoai gudng may chinh phu va quyen luc cua dat
nudc, co tiéu thuyét gia Ward Just - mot cyu phong vién quoc té da theo dudi sy nghiép thir
hai ctia minh 13 viét vé cai thé gi¢i ma anh biét timg chan to k& toc: thé gidi ciia cac phong
vién bdo chi, cac chinh tri gia, cac nha ngoai giao, va gidi binh nghiép. Cudn sach Nicholson
at Large (Nicholson ty do - 1975) mét khao ctru vé gi6i lam béo trong va sau nhiém ky cua
tong thong John F. Kenedy vao dau nhitng nam 1960, In the City of Fear (O thanh phd ciia
ndi s hai - 1982) mot phac thao vé Washington trong thoi ky chién tranh Viét Nam; va Jack
Gane (1989), mét cai nhin tinh tao vé mot chinh khach Chicago va sy thang tién coa ong ta
dén chtc vu Thuong nghi si My, 1a vai cudn tiéu thuyét trong s6 nhiing tac pham gay an
tuong cua Ward Just.

Cubn truyén Children of Power (Con cai cua gi6i quyén lyc - 1979) cia Susan Richards
Shreve m6 x¢ cude song riéng tu cua nhém con cdi cua cac quan chire chinh phu, trong khi
tiéu thuyét gia ndi tiéng Tom Clancy, mot cong dan bang Maryland da dung béi canh cta giéi
chinh tri - quan su & Washington lam b¢ phong cho moét loat cac cau chuyén ly ky mang tinh
su thi hoanh trdng cta ong.

Hudng vé phia Nam, Reynolds Price va Jill McCorkle xuét hién trong tim nhin cta chiing ta.
Price, chinh 1a bac thdy cua Tyler, d3 dugc mot nha phé binh mé ta hoi thap nién 70 1a giir
mot vi tri 18i thoi ciia “nha van nodi tri mién Nam”“?), Ong gay duogc su chu y cua du ludn lan
dau tién véi cudn 4 Long and Happy Life (Mot cudc doi dai 1au va hanh phic - 1962) dé cap
con ngudi va manh dat vé mién Pong bang Béc Carolina va dic biét 1a nhan vat nir tré tudi
tén 1a Rosacoke Mustian. Ong tiép tuc viét nhitng ciu chuyén vé nit nhan vat nay nhiéu nim
sau d0, roi lai chuyén mdi quan tim cia ong sang cac chii dé khac trude khi quay tro lai véi
ngudi phu nit nay trong tic pham Kate Vaiden (1986) kha ndi tiéng - tac pham duy nhit viét
& ngdi thir nhat. Tac pham méi nhat cua Price, Blue Calhoun (Ong Calhoun sdu mudn - 1992)
kham pha anh huéng ctia mot cude tinh say dam, dinh ménh qua nhiéu thap ky trong doi séng
cua mot gia dinh.

McCorkle sinh nam 1958 va vi vay la dai biéu cho thé hé cac nha van moi dé sang tac cac
tiéu thuyét va truyén ngan cua co trong bdi canh 1a nhitng thi trdn nho cta bac Carolina, dé
kham pha nhiing bi an cta tu01 vi thanh nién (Cuon The Cheer Leader - Nguoi xudng giong
hoan ho - 1984), nhitng mdi rang budc gitta cac thé hé (trong cudn Tending to Virginia -
Hudng vé Virginia - 1987) va dac biét 1a sy nhay cam ctia phu nit mién Nam hién dai (Crash
Diet - An kiéng bang moi gia - 1992).

425Nhe‘1 van ndi tra (Writer Inresidence): nha vén an ¢ tai co s¢ (truong dai hoc hodc cong déng) duoc tra luong
de ho 1am viéc tai d6 mot thoi gian. Chua Jesus Christ sinh ra ¢ Bethlehem.
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Mot nha vin ciing cua ving d6 1a Pat Conroy, tac gia ciia nhirng cudn tiéu thuyét mang tinh
tu thuat day kich thich vé tudi tho ctia 6ng 16n 1én & nam Carolina va nguoi cha doc doan, tho
bao ctia minh (Trong cudn The Great Santini - Santini vi dai - 1976) va The Prince of Tides
(Ong hoang ciia cac trao luu - 1986). D6 1a nhimg cudn truyén day ¥ thirc vé vé dep thién
nhién cua vung dat triing ¢ bang Nam Carolina. Shelby Foote, mot nguoi dan vung
Mississippi song 6 Memphis bang Tennessee mot thoi gian dai, la nha viét bién nién sir 1au
ndm ctia mién Nam. Nhitng cu6n tiéu thuyét va lich str cua 6ng dé dem lai cho 6ng mét vai
dién trong mot loat phim truyén hinh thanh cong vé thoi ky Noi chién.

Vung trung tim ciia nudéc M 4p G trong 1ong nd rat nhiéu tai ning vin chuong, trong sd d6
c6 Jane Smiley, mot gido su day viét van ¢ Dai hoc bang Iowa. Smiley doat giai thuong
Pulitzer nam 1992 vé tiéu thuyét cho cudn 4 Thousand Acres (Mot ngan mau dat - 1991), mot
tiéu thuyét da chuyen Vua Lear cua Shakespeare dén mot nong trai & mién Trung Tay nudc
My va ghi lai mdi xung dot gia dinh hét strc cay dang lai bung 1én khi ong chii nong trai gia
nua quyét dinh giao lai dat dai ctia minh cho ba c6 con géi.

Nguoi viét bién nién sir cia bang Texas - Larry McMurtry dic ta tiéu bang qué huong cia
minh cung véi doi sdng tinh cam cta né ¢ nhiéu thoi diém khac nhau tir mién Ty da bién
mat & thé ky 19 (Trong Lonesome Dove - Bd cau ¢o don - 1985) dén su bdc hoi cua nhiing thi
tran nho thoi hau chién (The Last Picture Show - Trién 1am tranh 1an cudi - 1966).

Cormac McCarthy, phan anh nhirng cu¢c chinh phuc cac sa mac ¢ vung Tay Nam nudec My
trong cac cudn tiéu thuyét Blood Meridian (Pudng kinh tuyén mau - 1985) va Anything for
Billy (Bét cr thir gi danh cho Billy - 1998), All The Pretty Horses (Tat ca nhiing con ngua
dep - 1992) va The Crossing (Vuot tuyén - 1994) 1a mot nha vin c¢6 cudc séng an dat nhung
dac biét giau tri tudng tuong, cling madi nhan dugc sy chi y cua du ludn. Pugc gidi nghién
ctru cong nhan 1a nguoi thira ké dung muc cia truyén thong vian hoc Gothic mién Nam,
McCarthy di dé cho tinh chat hoang so ciia ving dat nay mé hodc ciing nhu 13 6ng di bi cudn
hut boi sy man ro cia con ngudi va nhitng diu bét tréc.

Lay phong canh tuyét dep cua qué huong New Mexico lam béi canh cho tiéu thuyét
Ceremony (Nghi 18 - 1977) vén duoc gidi phé binh danh gia rit cao, nit van singuoi My - Da
d6 Leslie Marmon Silko d3 mé hoic duoc dong dao ban doc. Gidng nhu cudn tiéu thuyét giau
chat tho cia N. Scott Momaday The Way to Rainy Mountain (Duong di dén nai Mua - 1969),
Ceremony 1a mot cudn “tiéu thuyet day nhac tinh” duoc cau trac trén nén cac nghi thirc chira
bénh cta ngudi Da do. Mot cudn tiéu thuyét khac ciia Silko, cudn The Almanac of the Dead
(Nién lich ciia nguoi chét - 1991) 1a birc tranh toan canh ving Tdy Nam tir nhimg cudc di dén
ctia cac bd lac ¢d xua cho dén nhiing tén budn 1au ma ty va nhimng nha dau tu bat dong san
v6 lwong tim doi bai sir dung dt dai dé kiém loi nhuan cho riéng minh. Nha van viét truyén
hinh sy ban rt chay Tony Hillerman sdng & Santa Fe bang New Mexico ciing viét vé ving
dat Tay Nam nay ciia nuéc My, chon hai vién canh sat Navajo siéng nang, khiém tén lam
nhan vat chinh.

Vé phia Bic, ¢ bang Montana, nha tho James Welch dac ta cugc vat 1on cua nguoi My Da do
dé thoat khoi cudc song gian kho khic nghiét trong khu bao ton, mot cudc séng ngdp ngua
trong ruou ché va doi nghéo, trong nhitng tic pham ngan gon hau nhu toan bich ciia 6ng nhu
Winter in the Blood (Mua déng mau lira - 1974), The Dead of Jim Loney (Xac chét cia Jim
Loney - 1979), Fools Crow (Bon ngdc nghéch huénh hoang - 1986) va The Indian Lawyer
(Luat su Da d6 - 1990). M6t nha van khac 1a dong huong ciia James Welch 1a Thomas
McGuane, tac gia ctia nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét luén ludn tap trung vao nhimg van dé ctia dan
ong nhu Ninety-Two in the Shade (Chin hai 6 trong bong ram - 1973) va Keep the Change
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(Hay giit 1dy tién 1¢ - 1989) ké lai gidc mo vé nhiing cdi ngudn trong luc da bi xa lia ngudn
coi. Louise Erdrich, c6 mot phan dong mau cta bo lac Da d6 Chippewa thi cho ra doi mot
loat tiéu thuyét vé tiu bang lang giéng voi Montana la Bac Dakota. Trong nhimg tac pham
nhu Love Medicine (Thudc yéu - 1984) ba da miéu td sau sdc cudc sdng roi rim cua cac gia
dinh khong con du chire nang ¢ cac khu vuc bao ton bang mot sy hoa tron dau x6t gitra chu
nghia khic ky va tinh trao 10ng.

C6 hai nha van dién hinh cho ving Vién Tay trong mot thoi ky. Mot nguoi 1a Wallace
Stegner qué cb, sinh nam 1909 & vung Trung Tay va chét trong mot tai nan xe ¢ vao nim
1993. Stegner phi€u bat d6 day ¢ mién Tay trong sudt cudc doi, ong co duge mot tri kién vé
ban sac dia phuong tham chi con trudce khi né tro thanh thoi thugng. Tac pham 10n nhat cia
ong The Big Rock Candy Mountain (NGi keo da 16n - 1943) ké lai lich str mot dong ho 4p
giéc mo My bdi cai vé ngoai cam dd cuia mién Tay vao cai luc ma duong bién gidi hau nhu
bién mat. Cau chuyén trai ra khip nuéc My, tir tiéu bang Minesota dén tiéu bang
Washington, va nhimg mdi quan tdm ctia nd, nhu Stegner di néu la “ving dat ctia nhitng vé
dep phi pham d3 16i kéo ca dat nudce di vé phia Tay”. Tac pham doat giai Pulitzer cia ong
(Angle of Repose - 1971) chan chira tinh than cta ving dat trong btrc chan dung vé mot nit
van si va hoa s minh hoa ctia mién T4y xuwa. Trong thyc té, strc manh trong ngoi but cua 6ng
chinh la nhirng nét dién hinh hoa, cling nhu 13 sy goi ta sdu sic vé su khic nghiét ciia cudc
song mién Vién Tay.

Joan Didion, vira viét bao vira viét tiéu thuyét 1a ngudi co tim tudng twong rat xa trong
nhiing nim gan day, da dat ban d6 California hién thoi vao bo sach ctia ba vao nam 1968
Slouching Toward Bethlehem (L& bude vé Bethlehem™) va trong mot cudn tiéu thuyét hét
strc sdc sao, gy chan dong cia ba vé tinh vo muc dich cua man anh Hollywood, cudn Play It
As It Lays (Choi y nhu da sap xép - 1970).

Vung Tay Béc Thai Binh Dwong, mét trong nhitng vung dat kha mau mé vé vin hoc nghé
thuat trong toan canh van hoéa vao dau nhirng nam 90, da san sinh ra Raymond Carver, mét
cdy viét truyén ngan Xuét séc Carver chét mot cach bi tham vao ndm 1988 ¢ tudi 50, ching
bao lau sau khi 6ng n01 tiéng trén lang van. Van cua ong la tam guong phan chiéu thai d6 va
quan diém cua giai cap lao dong séng trong ving cua 6ng trong nhiing tuyén tap nhu What
We Talk About When We Talk About Love (Ching to1 noi gi khi ching toi ban vé€ tinh yéu -
1974) va Where I'm Calling From (T6i dang goi tur dau - 1986). Trong nhimg truyén ngan
nay ong di dit cac nhan vat ciia minh vao khung canh thién nhién tuoi dep ma phéan 16n van
con gilr nguyén cai vé trinh nguyén cta no.

Thanh cong cua trao luu san khiu dia phuong - cac cong ty co ton chi nang cao chit luorng
nghé thuat mot cach vo vu loi d tré thanh cac dia diém ciia nén van hoa duong dai ¢ hét
thanh phd nay dén thanh phd khéac khap trén nuéc My. Tir nhitng nam dau thap nién 60,
nhing co s6 nay da bdi dudng va dao tao nén nhiing tai ning soan kich tré toa sang ruc r&
trong san khau hién dai. Ngudi ta ty hoi van chuong va san khiu cia My ngdy nay s& ra sao
néu thiéu di cai x3 hoi tan v thanh nhiéu manh, sang choi va nhitng mbi quan hé tan bao cua
n6 voi Sam Shepard (trong Buried Child - Dua tré bi chon vui - 1979); 4 Lie of the Mind (Loi
n6i doi ctia tam tri - 1985); nhitng nhan vat vo dao va nhiing 10i thoai roi rac gay kinh hoang
ctia nha soan kich Chicago, David Mamet (trong American Buffalo - Trau rung Bic My -
1976); Glengarry Glen Ross (1982); su tham nhép cia cac gia tri truyen thdng vao cudc song
mién Trung Tay va nhiing moi bén tdm duoc phan anh trong tac pham ciia Lanford Wilson
(5™ of July - Ngay 5 thang 7 - 1978; Talley’s Folly - Su ngu xuan cua Talley - 1979) va

43 Chua Jesus Christ sinh ra & Bethlehem.
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phong cach 1ap di mién Nam ctia Beth Henley (trong Crimes of the Heart - Tri tim tgi 18i -
1979).

Vin hoc My di trai qua mot con duong dai, quanh co tir budi dau thanh 1ap thude dia cho dén
nay. X4 hoi, dong lich str, va sy phat trién khoa hoc k¥ thuat, tat ca déu co tac dong manh dén
nd. Mic dau vay, ot cude van cd6 mot diéu vinh hﬁng do6 1a con nguoi, véi tat ca vé dep ruc ro
va x4u xa cua no, v6i nhitng truyén théng va diéu hira hen cua no.
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